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Battery big-bang: Abu Dhabi’s 400 MW tender and 
what it means for the grid 
Emirates Water & Electricity Co. (EWEC) has invited 27 pre-qualified consortia to bid for 

the Gulf’s largest stand-alone battery project – a 400 MW, two-hour BESS. Energy 

Storage News 

 

Understanding the tender 

 

https://www.mcceconomics.co.uk/
http://www.linkedin.com/company/mcc-economics-ltd/
https://www.energy-storage.news/uae-utility-ewec-seeking-proposals-for-400mw-800mwh-bess-project/
https://www.energy-storage.news/uae-utility-ewec-seeking-proposals-for-400mw-800mwh-bess-project/
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Sources: Emirates New Agency | Economic Middle East | The Gulf Observer 

Why now?  Abu Dhabi Media Office 

Flashback: UAE storage milestones 

 

Sources: Fractal | Power Technology | NenPower | Masdar 

Cost tail-winds 
• Battery pack prices hit US $115/kWh in 2024 – a 20 % YoY fall and the largest YoY 

drop since 2017. BloombergNEF 

• BNEF expects 57 GW / 136 GWh of new stationary storage worldwide in 2024 (+40 % 
YoY). BloombergNEF 

• Turnkey two-hour systems in China fell 43 % YoY to US $115/kWh in Feb-2024, 
filtering into GCC EPC bids. RenewablesNow 

https://www.mcceconomics.co.uk/
http://www.linkedin.com/company/mcc-economics-ltd/
https://www.wam.ae/en/article/b20vszh-ewec-invites-eoi-submissions-for-development
https://economymiddleeast.com/news/uaes-ewec-issues-bids-for-greenfield-400-megawatt-energy-system-in-abu-dhabi/
https://thegulfobserver.com/ewec-issues-request-for-proposals-for-400-mw-battery-energy-storage-system/
https://www.mediaoffice.abudhabi/en/energy/ewec-meets-over-80-per-cent-of-total-power-demand-using-renewable-and-clean-energy-sources/
https://www.energystorageconsultants.com/uae-integrates-648mwh-of-sodium-sulfur-batteries-in-one-swoop/
https://www.power-technology.com/marketdata/ngk-insulators-abu-dhabi-battery-energy-storage-systems-united-arab-emirates/
https://www.power-technology.com/marketdata/ngk-insulators-abu-dhabi-battery-energy-storage-systems-united-arab-emirates/
https://masdar.ae/en/news/newsroom/masdar-announces-preferred-contractors-and-suppliers
https://about.bnef.com/insights/commodities/lithium-ion-battery-pack-prices-see-largest-drop-since-2017-falling-to-115-per-kilowatt-hour-bloombergnef/
https://about.bnef.com/insights/clean-energy/energy-storage-10-things-to-watch-in-2024/
https://renewablesnow.com/news/worlds-energy-storage-market-triples-in-2023-bnef-855997/
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What 400 MW unlocks for EWEC 

 

Source: PV Magazine 

Where could the clearing price land? 

 

Even the bear case under-cuts gas peakers (>US $95/MWh, heat-rate-adjusted). 

How does Abu Dhabi stack up? 

 

https://www.mcceconomics.co.uk/
http://www.linkedin.com/company/mcc-economics-ltd/
https://www.pv-magazine.com/2024/12/27/ewec-locks-down-land-for-4-6-gw-of-solar-and-wind-in-abu-dhabi/
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What to watch after award 
• Transformer lead-times – now the long pole in global BESS schedules. pv-

magazine.com 

• Grid-code upgrade – UAE’s new federal law on RE linkage will set performance specs 
for fast-frequency response. Gulf News 

• Follow-on tenders – EWEC’s storage pipeline to exceed 19 GWh by 2027, with 
additional projects underway. E&T Magazine, pv magazine 

Final thought 
Abu Dhabi pioneered grid-scale NaS batteries in 2019; six years later it’s shopping for a 

lithium-ion fleet bigger than Hornsdale and Gateway combined. If bids clear near US 

$50/MWh, the Gulf will own the new global benchmark for flexible, low-cost solar 

integration. 

  

https://www.mcceconomics.co.uk/
http://www.linkedin.com/company/mcc-economics-ltd/
http://pv-magazine.com/
http://pv-magazine.com/
https://gulfnews.com/business/energy/uae-law-regulating-the-linkage-of-renewable-energy-production-units-to-the-electrical-grid-approved-1.1669069816255
https://eandt.theiet.org/2025/01/16/worlds-largest-solar-power-and-battery-storage-gigascale-project-be-built-abu-dhabi
https://www.pv-magazine.com/2025/01/14/masdar-ewec-announce-5-gw-19-gwh-solar-plus-storage-project-in-abu-dhabi
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