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Washington, DC 20593-7102 
Staff Symbol: MSC-3 
Phone:  (202) 475-3403 
Fax:      (202) 475-3920 
Email:   msc@uscg.mil 

 
 16710/P014938 
 Serial: C1-1204161 
 September 25, 2012 
 
Conrad Industries, Inc. 
Attn: Mr. Richard L. Soudelier 
PO Box 790 
Morgan City, LA 70381 
Email: rlsoudelier@conradindustries.com 
 
Subj: JARED JOSEPH, O.N. 1242310, Conrad Shipyard Hull No. C-994 
 NICHOLAS RAY, O.N. 1213431, Conrad Shipyard Hull No. C-995 
 ALLISON JANE, O.N. 1213432, Conrad Shipyard Hull No. C-996 
 MACI BRYAN, O.N. 1242740, Conrad Shipyard Hull No. C-997 
 297’-6” x 54’ x 12’ Unmanned Double Hull Type II/III Tank Barges (D/O) 
 Grade A (max. 25 psia Reid) and Lower Grades Flammable or Combustible Liquids 

Identified in 46 CFR Table 30.25-1 or 46 CFR 153 Table 2 as Pollution Category I or 
III and Specified Hazardous Cargoes 

 Design Density 8.7 lbs/gal; Maximum Density (slack load) 15 lbs/gal 
  Rivers; Lakes, Bays, and Sounds; Limited Coastwise on unmanned fair weather voyages 

only, not more than 12 miles offshore between St. Marks and Carrabelle, Florida 
 Vapor Collection System and List of Authorized Cargoes 
 
Ref: (a) Document No. 1216407, Conrad Shipyard, “Vapor Control Piping,” Dwg. No. P-03, 

Sheets 1 and 2, Rev. 2, dated May 3, 2012  
 (b) Document No. 1216410, Guarino & Cox, LLC, “Vapor Control System 

Calculations,” Dwg. No. C-32, Rev. 1, dated September 25, 2012 
 (c) Coast Guard Marine Safety Center’s “Industry Guidelines for Determining the 

Maximum Liquid Transfer Rate for a Tank Vessel Transferring a Flammable or 
Combustible Cargo Using a Vapor Control System” dated July 15, 2001 

 
Dear Mr. Richard L. Soudelier: 
 
In response to your electronic submissions dated September 14, 2012, September 24 2012, and 
September 25, 2012 we have reviewed the vapor collection system (VCS) piping plan and the 
vapor control pressure drop calculations for compliance with 46 CFR Part 39, excluding Subpart 
39.40.  The VCS piping plan, reference (a), is marked “Approved.”  The installation, 
workmanship and testing shall be to the satisfaction of the cognizant Officer in Charge, Marine 
Inspection (OCMI).  The pressure drop calculations, reference (b) are “Examined.”  
Calculations and plans such as these are not normally marked approved, but are used to verify 
that the system meets the applicable regulations.  The following comments apply: 
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1. Based on your calculations, this VCS is capable of recovering vapors of the cargoes 
listed in enclosure (1) at a maximum vapor-air mixture density of 0.35 lbm/ft3, at a maximum 
liquid load rate of 5,500 bbl/hr, and at a maximum liquid discharge rate of 4,300 bbl/hr.  

2. In accordance with reference (b), the set-point of the overfill shutdown system shall 
be no higher than 7 inches below the tank top of cargo tank 1 P/S and 2 P/S, and set no higher 
than 9.5 inches below the tank top of cargo tank 3 P/S. 

3. The oil transfer procedures shall include a table or graph showing the liquid transfer 
rate versus the pressure drop, as required by 46 CFR 39.30-1(b)(3), to the satisfaction of the 
cognizant OCMI.  This information must be taken from the calculations, tables, and graphs 
contained within reference (b).  However, the table or graph added to the oil transfer procedures 
should exclude unauthorized cargoes, and shall not reflect transfer rates exceeding the maximum 
liquid load rate approved in paragraph 1. 

4. The tanks share a common vent header, which would allow mixing of various vapors 
and liquid cargoes.  Note this configuration restricts the types of cargoes that can be carried 
simultaneously.   

5. Enclosure (3) contains VCS Category 2 and 4.  Polymerization and residue build-up 
of these cargoes can adversely affect the operation of the vapor collection system.  The barge’s 
owner must develop a method for internal visual inspection to verify that fouling of VCS 
components is not occurring, to the satisfaction of the cognizant OCMI.   

6. In conjunction with this review, we have generated the subject vessel’s cargo 
authority based on the Tank Group Characteristics Loading Form submitted with your email 
dated September 14, 2012.  The 46 CFR 151 Cargo List is attached as enclosure (2).   

7. The Cargo Authority Attachment (CAA) for each vessel is now available in the Coast 
Guard’s Marine Information for Safety and Law Enforcement (MISLE).  The CAA will contain 
the cargoes found in enclosures (1) and (2).  Please note that only the cognizant OCMI can issue 
a vessel’s CAA, which is valid only when referenced by and attached to a valid Certificate of 
Inspection (COI).  The OCMI will verify the carriage authority and vapor control tank group 
characteristics we used to create enclosures (1) and (2) are consistent with the vessel’s actual 
construction.  Enclosure (3) contains the VCS tank group characteristics and our recommended 
COI endorsement.   

As a condition of your participation in MSC’s electronic commerce program, you must provide a 
copy of the approved drawings to the OCMI, along with a copy of the corresponding MSC 
approval letter. 
 
Our Project Number for this vessel is P014938.  Please ensure that future correspondence 
includes the Project Number and Official Number that appears in the subject line for each barge.   
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If you have any questions concerning our review, please contact Lieutenant Rachel Beckmann at 
the number listed above. 
 

 Sincerely, 
 
 
 

 J. B. Wheeler 
Lieutenant, U. S. Coast Guard 
Assistant Chief, Tank Vessel and Offshore Division 

 By direction 
 
Encl:  (1) Vapor Collection System List of Cargoes; Conrad Shipyard Hull Nos. C-994 through C-

997; dated September 25, 2012 
           (2) 46 CFR Part 151 Cargo List, Conrad Shipyard Hull Nos. C-994 through C-997; dated 

September 25, 2012 
           (3) VCS PRIS; Conrad Shipyard Hull Nos. C-994 through C-997; dated September 25, 

2012 
 
 
Copy: Commander, Coast Guard Sector Morgan City, w/ enclosures 
 



Commanding Officer 
United States Coast Guard 
Marine Safety Center 
 

US Coast Guard Stop 7410 
4200 Wilson Blvd., Suite 400 
Arlington, VA 20598-7410 
Staff Symbol: MSC-3 
Phone: (703) 872-6731 
Email: msc@uscg.mil 

 
 16710/P018840 
 Serial: C1-1401474 
 May 2, 2014 
 
Conrad Industries, Inc. 
Attn: Mr. Richard Soudelier 
P.O. Box 790 
Morgan City, LA 70381 
RLSoudelier@ConradIndustries.com 
 
Subj: CBC 391, O.N. 1253071, Conrad Shipyard Hull No. C-1082 
 CBC 392, O.N. 1253072, Conrad Shipyard Hull No. C-1083 
 297’-6” x 54’ x 12’ Unmanned Double Hull Type II/III Tank Barges (O/D) 
 Grade A (max. 25 psia Reid) and Lower Flammable Liquids Identified in 46 CFR Table 

30.25-1 or 46 CFR Part 153 Table 2, and Specified Hazardous Cargoes 
 Design Density: 8.7 lbs/gal; Maximum Cargo Density: 12.5 lbs/gal 
  Rivers; Lakes, Bays, and Sounds; Limited Coastwise on unmanned fair weather voyages 

only, not more than 12 miles offshore between St. Marks and Carrabelle, Florida 
 Plan Approval Extension 
 
Ref: (a) Conrad Industries Inc., letter dated April 7, 2014 

(b) Conrad Industries Inc. Doc., “WTS To Add/Subtract Per Structural Mods,” 1 page, 
dated April 7, 2014 

(c) Navigation and Vessel Inspection Circular no. 14-81, Stability Tests; Waiving of for 
"Sister Vessels" 

 (d) Marine Safety Manual, Volume IV, 6.D.2; "Sister Vessels" 
 
Dear Mr. Soudelier: 
 
We have reviewed the information submitted with your emails dated April 7, 2014 (MSC 
Document Nos. 1412621 and 1412622) and April 25, 2014 (MSC Document No. 1413283), 
wherein you have requested that plans previously approved under the following projects be used 
for the construction of the subject vessels: 
 

MSC Project Number Vessel Name Shipyard/Hull No. 

P018276 CBC 387 Conrad Shipyard Hull C-1039 
P014938 JARED JOSEPH Conrad Shipyard Hull C-994 

   Enclosure (1) includes details regarding MSC approval letters for previously approved plans you 
wish to use for the construction of the subject vessels.  By copy of this letter, we recommend the 
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OCMI extend approval of all drawings and calculations addressed in enclosure (1) to the subject 
vessels. This extension of plan approval is based on our understanding that: 
 

a.  The subject vessel will be built to the same plans as those specified in enclosure (1), 
b.  The regulations used for the original plan approval have not changed since the 

original plan approval, 
c.  The owner of the original plans specifically authorizes the use of the plans for new 

construction, 
d.  There are no modifications to subject vessel or any of the installed systems which 

would require additional review, and 
e.  All comments provided in the original approval letters, accompanying the approved 

plans, still apply. 
 

You must provide the OCMI a copy of each item listed in enclosure (1) with its corresponding 
MSC approval letter. Plans that do not conform to any part of (a) through (e) above shall be 
submitted to our office for approval. The installation, workmanship, and testing shall be to the 
satisfaction of the OCMI.  Any vessel system, arrangement, structure, or other item that requires 
plan approval but is not covered by an extension must be either submitted to the MSC for review 
or reviewed by the OCMI. 
 
We have reviewed the information submitted with references (a) and (b), requesting sister vessel 
status for Conrad Shipyard Hulls C-1082 and C-1083. In accordance with reference (c) and 
reference (d), we find Conrad Shipyard Hulls C-1082 and C-1083 to be sister to Conrad Shipyard 
Hull C-1039.  Since the stability test was conducted for the parent vessel, neither the stability test 
nor the deadweight survey of Conrad Shipyard Hulls C-1082 and C-1083 will be required and 
we will use result from Conrad Shipyard Hull C-1039. The stability of Conrad Shipyard Hull C-
1039 is extended to Conrad Shipyard Hulls C-1082 and C-1083. 
 
During construction, the Marine Safety Center must be notified of all modifications to the 
subject vessel which alter any plan listed in enclosure (1) and be provided a detailed analysis of 
their impact to the lightship characteristics of the vessel.  The results of this analysis must 
include the weight change calculations described in reference (b). The Marine Safety Center will 
evaluate these modifications and determine if a deadweight survey will be necessary to reaffirm 
sister vessel status. 
 
The Plan Review Information Sheet (PRIS) and Vapor Control System (VCS) PRIS for the 
subject vessels are included as enclosures (2) and (3).  In addition, we have updated each vessel’s 
cargo and vapor control authority.  The 46 CFR 151 Cargo List and VCS List of Cargoes are 
included as enclosures (4) and (5).  
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The updated Cargo Authority Attachments (CAAs), containing the cargoes found in enclosure 
(4) and vapor control authority for the cargoes found in enclosure (5), will be are now available 
for issuance by the OCMI. 
 
Please note that only the local OCMI can issue a vessel’s CAA as part of the Certificate of 
Inspection (COI).  The OCMI will verify the carriage authority and vapor control tank group 
characteristics we used as a basis for creating enclosures (4) and (5) are consistent with the 
vessel’s actual design.  For the OCMI’s convenience, we have included the following 
recommended COI endorsement:  
 

Only those hazardous cargoes named in the vessel’s Cargo Authority Attachment, 
Serial No. C1-1401474 dated May 2, 2014, may be carried and then only in the 
tanks indicated.  
 
When the vessel is carrying cargoes containing greater than 0.5% benzene, the 
person in charge is responsible for ensuring the provisions of 46 US Code of 
Federal Regulations Part 197, Subpart C are applied. 
 
In accordance with 46 CFR Part 39, excluding part 39.40, this vessel's vapor 
control system has been inspected to the plans approved by Marine Safety Center 
letters Serial No. C1-1204161 dated September 25, 2012 and extended by C1-
1401474 dated May 2, 2014, and found acceptable for collection of bulk liquid 
cargo vapors annotated with “Yes” in the CAA’s VCS column. 

 
Our Project Number for these vessels is P018840.  Please ensure that future correspondence 
includes the Project Number, and the Official Number of each barge. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(continued…) 
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If you have any questions concerning our review, please contact Lieutenant Dixon Whitley  
at the number listed above. 
 
 Sincerely, 
 
 
 
  M. J. SEXTON 
 Lieutenant, U. S. Coast Guard 
 Assistant Chief, Tank Vessel and Offshore Division 
  By direction  
 
Encl:  (1)  Plan Approval Extension Request Form, dated April 7, 2014 
 (2)  Plan Review Information Sheet (PRIS), Conrad Shipyard Hulls C-1082 and C-1083, 

dated May 2, 2014 
 (3)  VCS PRIS, Conrad Shipyard Hulls C-1082 and C-1083, dated May 2, 2014 
 (4)  46 CFR Part 151 Cargo List, Conrad Shipyard Hulls C-1083 and C-1083, dated May 

2, 2014 
 (5)  VCS List of Cargoes, Conrad Shipyard Hulls C-1082 and C-1083, dated May 2, 2014 
 
Copy:  Commanding Officer, Coast Guard Marine Safety Unit Morgan City, LA 
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