🌿 Laudato Si’ Day – Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)
Inspired by Pope Francis’ Laudato Si’ – Caring for Our Common Home

FAQs for Children
1. What is the Laudato Si’ Day about?
It’s a special outdoor day where we explore nature, enjoy fun activities, and learn how to care for God’s creation, inspired by Pope Francis’ Laudato Si’.

2. Will we be outside all day?
Mostly, yes. We may move to sheltered areas if the weather becomes too rainy or windy, but you should expect to be outdoors for most of the day.

3. What should I wear?
Wear comfortable clothes that help you stay warm, dry, and ready for adventure:
· A waterproof coat
· A jumper or fleece
· Sturdy shoes or wellies
· Hat and gloves if it’s cold
· A sunhat if it’s sunny
· Sun cream or UV protection on hot days
Don’t worry if your clothes get muddy—that’s part of the fun!

4. What happens if it rains?
We carry on learning outdoors!
If the weather gets too bad, we’ll move to a sheltered area so everyone stays safe and comfortable.

5. What do I need to bring?
Bring:
· A packed lunch
· A water bottle
· A small backpack
· Sun cream or UV protection on hot days
Everything else you need will be provided.

6. Will we get dirty?
Probably a little! Outdoor learning often means mud, puddles, leaves, and exploring nature up close.

7. What is the pledge at the end of the day?
At the end of the day, you’ll be invited to make a special Laudato Si’ Pledge.
This means thinking about:
· What you learned today
· The wonderful things in God’s creation that you saw, explored, drew, or used
· How you can help protect and care for those things at school and at home
Your pledge might be:
· “I will remember today’s learning and try to put it into practice.”
· “I will help care for plants, animals, and nature.”
· “I will treasure and protect God’s creation.”
· “I will try not to waste things.”
You choose your own promise.

FAQs for Teachers
1. What is the purpose of Laudato Si’ Day?
Laudato Si’ Day aims to help children:
· Experience creation directly through outdoor learning
· Explore the themes of Laudato Si’ in an age-appropriate way
· Understand Catholic Social Teaching on caring for our common home
· Work together through active, hands-on tasks
· Make a meaningful personal pledge to care for God’s world

2. Who is responsible for behaviour and supervision?
Teachers and accompanying school staff are responsible for managing and supervising their pupils throughout the day, including:
· Behaviour
· Safeguarding
· Medication administration and management
· General wellbeing
Oscott Volunteers will lead activities, but schools retain responsibility for their groups at all times.

3. Is the day physically active?
Yes.
Children should expect walking, moving, exploring, and practical activities.
Reasonable adjustments will be made so that every child, including those with SEND or mobility needs, can participate safely and meaningfully.
Please advise us in advance of any specific needs.

4. What should pupils wear or bring?
Please ensure children arrive with:
· Waterproof coat (essential)
· Outdoor footwear or wellies
· Warm layers for changeable weather
· Packed lunch
· Refillable water bottle
· A spare set of clothes for younger children – it may be useful for teachers to ensure they have some available
· Sunhats and sun/UV protection on hot days (applied before arrival where possible)

5. How will weather be managed?
The programme is designed for all seasons.
If the weather becomes too inclement, we will:
· Adapt activities
· Move to sheltered areas
· Ensure pupils remain safe, warm, and comfortable

6. What happens if a group arrives late?
We will adjust the timetable so the day still finishes at the planned time.
Some activities may be shortened or modified to accommodate delayed arrivals.

7. What curriculum links does the day support?
· RE: stewardship, Catholic Social Teaching, creation
· Science: habitats, seasons, living things, environment
· PSHE/Citizenship: responsibility, teamwork, wellbeing
· Geography: local environment, fieldwork skills
· Physical development: outdoor movement and exploration

8. Safeguarding arrangements
· Schools must provide required adult–pupil ratios
· Schools should bring medical, allergy, and SEND information
· Teachers manage behaviour, supervision, and medication needs throughout the day

9. What is the Laudato Si’ pledge?
At the end of the day, pupils take part in a reflective activity where they make a Laudato Si’ Pledge.
This encourages them to:
· Think about what they have learned
· Remember the parts of God’s creation they have explored, drawn, or enjoyed
· Consider how they can put the day’s learning into practice
· Choose one simple action to help care for and protect the natural world
Example pledges include:
· “I will remember today’s learning and try to live it out.”
· “I will help care for plants, animals, and nature.”
· “I will try not to waste things.”
· “I will protect the things I enjoyed seeing today.”

10. How can teachers support pupils to fulfil their pledges?
Teachers can help pupils live out their pledges by:
Revisiting pledge ideas in class
· Use circle time, RE, PSHE, or assembly moments to reflect on progress.
Creating a pledge display
· A classroom or hallway display helps keep pledges visible and meaningful.
Linking pledges to daily routines
· Encourage children to reduce waste, care for class plants, recycle, or turn off lights.
Building simple reminders into classroom life
· Use daily or weekly roles such as “Creation Care Monitor.”
Connecting pledges with curriculum
· Use Science, RE, and Geography lessons to reinforce stewardship themes.
Celebrating small successes
· Praise pupils when they show care for creation.
· Share examples with parents, eco-councils, or via newsletters.
Involving families
· Encourage pupils to discuss their pledge at home and look for small family actions.
Supporting the pledge helps children turn faith, learning, and experience into lasting habits of stewardship.


