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What is it?

The Emergency Food Assistance Program was established in 1981 to increase food 

availability to at risk populations experiencing hunger. Nearly 100 God’s Pantry 

Food Bank

agency partners participate in distributions in their areas. 

The US Department of Agriculture purchases and distributes foods at no cost to 

food banks and feeding organizations nationwide. 

Available foods are nonperishables such as canned and boxed items like canned 

and frozen vegetables, rice, beans as well as canned and frozen beef, chicken, 

pork and fish. 

In Kentucky, God’s Pantry Food Bank and other food banks across the 

commonwealth

receive USDA foods the Kentucky Department of Agriculture. 

                                                                     



TEFAP Allocations

All USDA foods in the TEFAP program are allocated according to county 

population, unemployment and poverty statistics to determine the 

allowance for each county. 

This is updated every 6 months to a year to reflect changes in the 

measures used to set the allocations. 

Pantries in any given county will divide the county's allocations between 

them. The amount sent to each will reflect your number of households 

and participants served. As your household numbers change your 

allocation may be altered to help you serve your neighbors. 



To find the allocation list, go to 

the Agency Resources link at 

the top left of the God's Pantry 

home page.

When you scroll down the page 

you will see buttons on the left 

side of the screen. 

Select "Commodity Allocations 

and Postings". 



Allocation Sheets

When placing an order for TEFAP 

items, you must check the 

allocation tables posted on our 

website.

Each item is listed by county, 

pantry name and number of cases 

allotted.

You may order from each allocation 

sheet once and once only. Each 

allocation is separate from all 

others.

If the same item is posted twice, 

you may order from both postings.

Each post is a link that will open 

the sheet on your device.



Monthly Inventory Reporting

Inventory reports are due at 

God's Pantry Food Bank no 

later than the 5th of each 

month.

In addition to keeping 

inventory records, you are 
required to report the 

number of households served 

during that month. If you 

wish, you may also report the 

number of individuals 
served.



The form you see at right is 

provided to us by the Kentucky 

Department of Agriculture.

This is updated periodically to add 

new items to the list. There is an 

Excel file of the report that you 

may edit to add items yourself if 

an item is missing.

Put in your inventory as it is at the 

first of each month. Then add in 

your numbers of cases of each 

item you received, and the 

amount you distributed. What 

remains is your starting inventory 

for the following month.



Income Guidelines and Information Requirements

USDA commodities programs have income 

requirements that are to be met by 

participants in the program.

These guidelines are updated each year to 

reflect changes in costs of living.

Participants must be at or below the 

income guidelines for their household.

This is self reported. Providing proof of 

income in not required.



Income Guidelines and Information Requirements

Each year, participants must fill 

out a new copy of the commodity 

allocation application.

You are or a volunteer may fill 

out the information at the top. 

Each head of household must be 

shown this and attest that they 

meet the income qualifications.



Income Guidelines and Information Requirements

All records that pertain to the TEFAP program must be kept for three

years. You may keep these records in paper or electronic form.

The TEFAP Commodity Register provides the basic information required for each participant. Their name 
and the number of persons in the household is all that is required. You should have this information for 

every time you have a distribution of TEFAP foods.
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