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MUST ONE PERFORM BEDIKAS CHOMETZ IF THE ENTIRE HOUSE IS BEING 
SOLD TO A NON-JEW FOR PESACH?

Chazal instituted that the mitzvah of bedikas chometz is to be 
done on the night of Erev Pesach (the 14th of Nissan). Even if one 
will be away from home for the entire Pesach, if he leaves home 
within 30 days of the Yom Tov, a bedikah must be done the night 
before leaving1. 

Poskim deliberate if one who sells his entire home for Pesach 
will be exempt from having to do a bedikah2. However, this dispute 
is when the sale only goes into effect on the 14th itself. Since at 
the onset of the 14th, when the mitzvas bedikah begins, he is still 
the owner of his home, some Poskim maintain that the obligation 
of checking falls on him. However, if one sells his home before the 
14th, before the obligation of bedikah begins, he will avoid any 
obligation to perform the bedikah, even if he leaves within 30 days3. 

Even so, there are indications in Chazal that there is a personal 
obligation to perform a bedikah4. Therefore, Poskim discourage one 
from avoiding the mitzvah of bedikas chometz entirely. The Poskim 
advise, based on a teshuvah of the Chasam Sofer5, that even if one 
will sell the entire home before the 14th, he should retain ownership 
over at least one part of the house so that he will be able to perform 
the mitzvah of bedikas chometz6. 

CAN ONE RECITE A BERACHA WHEN PERFORMING THE BEDIKAH BEFORE 
THE NIGHT OF THE 14TH? 

The Rema7 states that a beracha may be said only on a bedikah 
performed on the 14th, not on one performed earlier. Even so, 
the Mishnah Berurah8 writes that according to the majority of 
Acharonim, one who searches on the night of the 13th of Nissan 
properly, and ensures that no chometz enter the room afterward, 
does not need to search again on the night of the 14th of Nissan. In 
Shaar HaTziyon9, he cites Acharonim that one should preferably not 
do so, as they will lose out on the beracha.

Rav Moshe Feinstein zt”l10 derives from the fact that one cannot 
recite the beracha on an earlier bedikah that doing so is somewhat 
lacking in the mitzvah, and it should be avoided if possible. For 
example, one who will not be spending Pesach at home, yet will be 
nearby over Pesach, should do bedikas chometz in his house on the 
night of Erev Pesach, so that he can perform the mitzvah properly, as 
well as recite a beracha. Only someone who is traveling to a distant 
place should do bedikas chometz earlier. 

MAY ONE MAKE THE BEDIKAH EASIER BY CHECKING BEFORE THE 14TH?
Someone who finds it exceedingly difficult to do bedikas 

chometz for the entire house in one night, may sell the part of the 
house that will not be used over Pesach to the non-Jew on the 13th, 
and just check the remaining areas on the 14th with a beracha11. 

CAN ONE SAY A BERACHA WHEN DOING BEDIKAS CHOMETZ IN A CAR?
We mentioned that one who leaves home before Yom Tov must 

be sure to perform bedikas chometz. If he is moving to a new home, 

he can fulfill this mitzvah in the new location. The Chayeh Adam12 

explains that although every person will surely perform a bedikah, 
for everyone will check his pockets for chometz, it is not considered 
a fulfillment of the mitzvah of bedikas chometz. The reason is that 
the language the Torah commands us to destroy all chometz from 
your homes13. Therefore, a formal bedikah was only instituted for 
the home, not for utensils or clothing. This idea is mentioned by 
other Acharonim as well14.

This concept is relevant when discussing bedikas chometz in 
a car. If a person eats in his car, a bedikah is certainly required to 
ensure that there is no chometz left inside. However, being that a 
car is not a home, it is not a fulfillment of the takanas chazal to 
perform a bedikah on the night of the 14th. Therefore, one should 
check the car for chometz, but without a beracha.15

One should keep in mind that since a car is not included in the 
takanas bedikah and is performed without a beracha, it does not 
need to be done specifically on the 14th. It can be done on an earlier 
date, as long as one is careful not to bring in chometz afterward.

Similarly, checking the insides of one’s clothing for chometz is 
something that everyone is required to do. As mentioned above, a 
formal bedikah was only instituted for the home, not for utensils 
or clothing. Therefore, Dayan Fuerst shlita maintains that one may 
ease the burden of the bedikah on the 14th , as the clothing and car  
may be checked anytime beforehand.16 

SHOULD A GUEST RENT A ROOM FROM HIS HOST IN ORDER TO FULFILL 
THE MITZVAH OF BEDIKAS CHOMETZ?

One who sells his home on the 13th and will be a guest in 
someone else’s home for Pesach, will not have any obligation to 
perform the mitzvah of bedikah. Even so, we find that one should 
always seek opportunities to fulfill mitzvos, even without an 
obligation.17 In that light, Rav Shterbuch shlita18 suggests renting 
the room he is staying in from the owner before the 14th, and as 
a “renter”, he can fulfill the mitzvah of bedikas chometz with a 
beracha. Rav Eliyashiv zt”l was also supportive of the idea.19 (For the 
opinion of Rav Shlomo Zalman Auerbach zt”l, see footnote20.)

Rav Shmuel Wosner zt”l was concerned that such a “rental” 
was not genuine, as the owner certainly did not relinquish any of 
their halachic rights to the room.21 Rav Moshe zt”l, while he did not 
challenge the validity of such a rental, did comment that the nature 
of mitzvas bedikas chometz only requires one to get rid of chometz 
in their homes, not to go purchase or rent a house just in order to 
clean it!22
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