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According to the Chaya Adam, onions cut on
a milchig cutting board would be considered
milchigs. There are many*, however, who disagree
with the Chaya Adam. They argue that the amount
of pressure exerted on the food vis-a-vis the cutting
board is too minimal to create a transfer of flavor.

The Halachos of
Davar Charif

In practice, if one already used such a cutting board;

Recorded by Rabbi Avrohom Chaim Agishtein c )
provided that the cutting board was completely

Assistant Rabbi Heritage Russian Shul

When it comes to the Halachos of Kashrus in
the kitchen, Davar Charif — sharp foods such as
onions or garlic, play a unique role. Generally, if
one used a clean milchig knife to cut a cold parve
food such as raw potatoes, the potatoes remain
parve and can still be used for a fleishig dish.

The Gemara! tells us that sharp foods, however,
are different. Due to their sharpness, they can
absorb the flavor embedded in a knife, simply
through D’uchka D’sakina - the concentrated
pressure of the knife blade pressing on them as
they are being cut. Therefore, onions or garlic
that were cut with a milchig knife, are considered
milchig and cannot be put in a fleishig dish?.

In general, it is highly recommended to always
use a parve knife and cutting board when
preparing onions or other sharp foods, thereby
avoiding any issues. In this article, however,
we will discuss a few common scenarios
where one accidentally used a fleishig or
milchig knife and their kashrus ramifications.

I made sure to use a parve knife to cut

onions but then realized | had accidentally
been wusing a milchig cutting board. Are
the onions now  considered  milchig?

The Chochmas Adam?warns frum travelers against
cutting salty herring on a non-kosher plate, even if
they are using their own kosher knife. His reasoning
is that since we find that a Davar Charif absorbs
flavor from a knife simply through being pressed
against it while being cut, the same would apply to
the surface itis being cut upon. Therefore, the salty
herring which is considered a Davar Charif would
absorbthe non-kosherflavor containedinthe plate.

clean,onecanbelenientandtreattheonionasparve®.

After | finished making my cholent | realized
that | had accidentally used a milchig knife to
dice the onions. Is my cholent still okay to eat?

If the knife was a ben yomo (was used for
milichigs within the past 24 hours) then the
onion is milchigs. Therefore, the only way the
cholent can still be kosher is if it contains 60 times
more than the amount of milchigs that fell in.

In this case, since the onions themselves are
not the issue but rather the milchigs that they
absorbed from the knife, as long as the volume
of the cholent is 60 times larger than the volume
of the blade of the knife, the cholent can be
eaten. If it is a small cholent and it does not
contain that much, a Rov should be contacted.

If the knife was not a ben yomo (more than 24
hours have passed since it was last used for
milchig’s) then the cholent is permitted, regardless
of its size. This is known as the leniency of the
Bais Meir®, and it is based on a combination of
three minority opinions amongst the Rishonim.

1) Some Rishonim maintain that onions are
not considered a Davar Charif. According to
them only the specific foods mentioned in
the Gemara as being sharp have that status.

2) Some Rishonim maintain that the concept
of Na’t bar Na’t applies to a Davar Charif
as well. Therefore, since the onions only
contain secondary flavor (from the milchigs
intotheknife, fromtheknifeintotheonions)
they cannot make anything else milchig.

3) Some Rishonim maintain that even a Davar
Charif cannot become milchig through an
eino ben yomo. They argue that only the
plant known as Chiltis which the Gemara
mentions specifically has that capability,



whereas all other sharp foods do not.

Although the Halacha is not like any of these
opinions, in this scenario where all three
leniencies converge and there is a substantial
loss, the Bais Meir rules that one can be
lenient and that is the accepted Minhag’.

| cut onions with a fleishig knife and then
ran them through my parve food processor.
Are my food processor blades now fleishig’s?

If the knife that was used was not a ben yomo then
you can treat the food processer as parve based
on the leniency of the Bais Meir mentioned above.
If, however, the knife was a ben yomo there is a
Machlokes as to the status of the food processer.

The Magan Avrohom® writes that a Davar
Charif not only absorbs flavor from a knife, it
can also give its flavor over as well. Therefore,
once the onion became fleishig by being
cut with the fleishig knife, it then made the
blades of the food processor fleishig as well.

The Even Haozer’ and others, however, disagree.
They maintain that the unique qualities of a
Davar Charif apply only to its ability to absorb
flavor but in regard to transmitting flavor
onward, it is the same as any other food.

In practice, one should wait for 24 hours before
using the food processor blades and then since at
that point it is no longer a ben yomo, one can be
lenient and treat the food processor as parve®.

| was at a non-kosher company event and
when | ordered a glass of Coke it arrived
with a slice of lemon floating in it. Can | eat
the lemon? If not, can | still drink the Coke?

The Shulchan Aruch** writes that sour fruits should
be treated as a Davar Charif. Therefore, even if the
lemon was cut with a clean knife if the knife was
at any point used for non-kosher food it would still
make the lemon treif. Since generally, one has no
way of ascertaining what the knife was used for
in the past, the lemon must be treated as treif.

If the lemon was already placed into the drink,

the drink itself can still be used. The reason is that
generally only a minute amount of juice from the
lemonactually entersthedrinkand one canassume
that it was batul b’shishim*2. Although generally,
one would have to know for sure that something
was batul, in this scenario, there are additional
factors that allow for leniency (see note!?).

Does eating a fleishig onion make me fleishig?

Rabbi Akiva Eiger** writes that eating an
onion that was cut with a fleishig knife does
not make someone fleishigs, and they do not
have to wait six hours before eating dairy.

The Pri Megadim in Hilchos Shavous®, however,
writes that in the opposite scenario, if someone
already ate meat and is currently fleishigs, they
cannot eat onions that were cut with a dairy knife.

The Yad Yehuda'® explains that the reason for
this distinction is that once a person has already
become fleishigs, they can no longer eat things
that have even just the taste of dairy. He does
add, however, that the ruling of the Pri Megadim
is only true if the knife was a ben yomo. If the
knife was not a ben yomo, then everyone would
agree that one would be allowed to eat onions
cut with a milchig knife even while still fleishigs.
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