
What I already know:

• The differences between things that are living, 
dead, and things that have never been alive. 

• Most living things live in habitats to which they 
are suited. 

• Living things need the right habitat to survive.
• Different habitats provide for the basic needs of 

different kinds of animals and plants.
• The names of a variety of plants and animals 

in their habitats, including micro- habitats.
• All living things carry out seven life processes 

(MRS GREN).

New knowledge:

• Living things can be divided into groups based 
upon their characteristics.

• Environmental change can positively or 
negatively affect a habitat; changes can be 
natural or caused by humans. Organisms are 
affected in different ways by environmental 
change.

• Conservationists work to help promote the 
protection of the environment.

Vocabulary:

adaptation A special featureof an organism that helps it
survive.

classification The processof groupingliving things according
to theirsimilarities.

characteristic A characteristic is a particular feature or
quality that is specific to an individual or
species.

endangered 
species

A living thing that is at risk of extinction.

environment The environmentis the natural world,eitheras
a wholeor as a particulararea.

extinct When a living thing has no more members
alive on theplanet,it is extinct.

habitat The natural home or environment of an
organism.

organisms Living things.

species A group of living things that share enough
similarities to be able to breed and produce
young capableof breeding.

Science KS2 - Year 4

How do changes to habitats affect living things?

Enquiry questions:

• How can we group living 
things?

• What identifies an invertebrate?
• What is a classification key?
• Are living things in danger?
• How does human activity affect 

a coastal habitat?

Scientific skills:

• Recognise that living things can 
be grouped in a variety of ways. 

• Explore and use classification keys 
to help group, identify and name a 
variety of living things in our 
local and wider environment.

• Recognise that environments can 
change and that this can 
sometimes pose danger to living 
things. 
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