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We are  an  award winning fami ly  law f i rm.  We are  experts  in  our  f ie ld  and are  bas e d in 

Clapham Common and Liverpool  Street  with  meet ing rooms in  Hammersmith.



If  you are  a  French nat ional  l iv ing in  England or  Brit ish  nat ional  l iv ing  

in  France,  our  expert  team of  lawyers  and me diators  can help  with  a  range 

of  fami ly  law issues.   Thes e  might  inc lude enter ing into  a  prenuptia l 

agreement  b efore  marr iage,  the  f inancia l  i ssues  ar is ing on re lat ionship 

breakdown,  and the  arrangements  for  any  chi ldren such as  where  they 

should l ive  and b e  e ducate d.

We have  specia l is t  Engl ish  lawyers  who have  s igni f icant  expert is e  in 

navigat ing the  di f ferences  b etween the  fami ly  just ice  systems in  England 

and France.  Three  partners  in  the  team are  French speakers  –  Rachel 

Freeman,  Kirsty  Morr is  and Peter  Burgess.   Antonia  Mee has  s igni f icant 

exper ience  in  repres ent ing French c l ients  l iv ing in  London.
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WHAT ARE THE DIFFERENCES BETWEEN 
THE TWO SYSTEMS?

In many cas es  involv ing internat ional  fami l ies  there  i s  a 

choice  of  where  to  br ing formal  legal  procee dings.  It  i s 

important  to  take  advice  as  early  as  poss ible  to  establ ish 

which is  the  b est  opt ion for  you.  France  and England have 

ver y  di f ferent  proce dures  and outcomes on s eparat ion and 

divorce.  In  England,  the  f i rst  pers on to  f i le  procee dings  does 

not  necessar i ly  s ecure  the  r ight  to  procee d here,  but  spee d 

is  s t i l l  an  important  factor.  The Engl ish  court  wi l l  decide  a 

‘ forum dispute’  by  looking at  which countr y  the  couple  have 

c los er  connect ions  to.  In  France,  the  EU Regulat ions  ab out 

jur is dict ion and choice  of  law st i l l  apply  and are  determine d 

largely  by  who f i les  f i rst .

In  France,  a  marr iage  is  governe d by  one  of  four  matr imonia l 

property  regimes.   The spous es  choos e  which matr imonia l 

property  regime should apply  to  their  marr iage.  This 

determines  how their  ass ets  should b e  treate d during the 

marr iage  and how they  should b e  div ide d on death  or  divorce.  

England is  a  common law jur is dict ion which means  that , 

a l though there  are  proce dural  ru les,  the  law changes 

according to  decis ions  made by  judges.   In  determining how 

to  re distr ibute  property  on divorce,  the  Engl ish  court  looks  at 

what  i s  ‘ fa i r ’  by  re ference  to  each party ’s  nee ds,  whether  one 

or  other  party  should b e  compensate d and how ass ets  should 

b e  share d ( largely  determine d by  whether  they  have  b een 

generate d during the  marr iage) .
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CIVIL PARTNERSHIPS AND  

THE PACTE CIVIL DE SOLIDARITE (‘PACS’)

There  are  important  di f ferences  b etween England and France 

in  re lat ion to  c iv i l  partnerships.  A PACS is  a  type  of  c iv i l 

partnership  which confers  r ights  on the  part ies  according to 

French law.  It  does  not  confer  the  same f inancia l  ent i t lements  as 

marr iage.  In  England,  however,  i f  the  re lat ionship  breaks  down, 

the  diss olut ion of  a  French PACS is  t reate d as  a  diss olut ion of 

a  c iv i l  partnership  by  the  Engl ish  court ,  g iv ing r is e  to  the  same 

f inancia l  ent i t lements  as  a  marr iage  upon divorce.

WHAT ABOUT THE MOVEMENT OF CHILDREN?

When a  re lat ionship  b etween a  chi ld ’s  parents  ends,  one  of  the 

parents  might  want  to  return to  their  home countr y  with  the 

chi ld .   Under  Engl ish  law,  a  chi ld  cannot  leave  the  countr y 

temporar i ly  or  move to  another  countr y  permanent ly  without  the 

permiss ion of  b oth parents  (except  i f  there  i s  a  “ l ives  with” order, 

the  parent  with  the  order  can take  the  chi ld  abroad for  up to  a 

month without  the  other  parent ’s  cons ent) .  Which jur is dict ion 

deals  with  chi ldren issues  depends  part ly  upon where  the  chi ld 

l ives.  We have  considerable  exper ience  in  advis ing c l ients  ab out 

taking chi ldren on hol iday  abroad and permanent  re locat ions  to 

and from France  and French speaking countr ies.  Taking early 

advice  can help  to  plan  such a  move.
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HOW IS CHILD SUPPORT DEALT WITH?

In England f inancia l  chi ld  support  i s  deal t  with  by  the  Chi ld 

Maintenance  Ser vice  ( the  ‘CMS’)  and the  court .  If  one  party 

decides  not  to  agree  to  pay  chi ld  support  i t  may  b e  necessar y  

to  enforce  chi ld  support  payments  across  b orders.  We can 

advis e  on how b est  to  do this .  In  England i t  i s  a ls o  poss ible  

to  make a  c la im for  capita l  on  b ehal f  o f  a  chi ld  i f  the  parents 

are  not  marr ie d.  We can advis e  on the  impact  of  th is  for  

a  French indiv idual .

PRE AND POST NUPTIAL AGREEMENTS

Where  there  are  connect ions  with  b oth England and France, 

or  there  i s  the  poss ibi l i ty  of  l iv ing in  one  or  the  other,  i t  i s 

important  that  any  pre  or  post  nuptia l  agreement  works  in  b oth 

jur is dict ions.  One system or  the  other  may b e  more  or  less 

advantageous  and the  property  regimes  that  apply  in  France 

automatica l ly  can lead to  unfores een cons e quences  on death 

and divorce.  We can advis e  on ensuring that  any  agreement 

reache d b etween the  part ies  works  to  the  fu l lest  extent  

poss ible  in  b oth England and France  to  make sure  that  

there  i s  no  dispute  should the  marr iage  not  last . 

Peter  Burgess  acte d in  the  recent  cas e  of  AH v  BH (2024) 

which involve d a  dual  nat ional  businesspers on with  s igni f icant 

business  interests  in  France.  The court  careful ly  considere d  

the  interpretat ion of  an  Engl ish  agreement.  Al l  memb ers  

o f  our  team have  advis e d c l ients  on thes e  important  cross 

b order  i ssues.
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Antonia  Mee
0203 824 9951 

antoniamee@burgessmee.com

Peter  Burgess
0203 824 9952 

peterburgess@burgessmee.com

Kirsty  Morris
0203 824 9955 

k irstymorr is@burgessmee.com

Rachel  Freeman
0203 963  3231 

rachel f reeman@burgessmee.com

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO SPEAK TO ONE OF OUR ANGLO-FRENCH EXPERTS, 

PLEASE CONTACT US AT THE DETAILS BELOW.

All  have  success ful ly  advis e d French c l ients  here  and Brit ish  c l ients  in 

France  and other  Francophone countr ies  such as  Monaco and Switzerland. 

Rachel  Freeman studie d French law at  Poit iers  Univers i ty  and spent  s ix 

months  of  her  tra ining contract  at  Cl i f ford Chance  Paris .  Kirsty  Morr is 

s tudie d French law as  part  of  her  degree  and did  a  summer internship 

at  a  specia l is t  fami ly  law f i rm in  Par is .  Peter  Burgess  i s  a  Fel low of  the 

Internat ional  Academy of  Family  Lawyers,  a  g lobal  network of  recognis e d 

specia l is ts  in  fami ly  law.  Antonia  Mee regularly  acts  for  French c l ients 

who l ive  in  London and are  gett ing divorce d.   They  often  own real  estate 

in  France  or  wish  to  move with  their  chi ldren to  France  a fter  divorce.   We 

have  a  s trong network of  fami ly  lawyers  in  France  and other  experts  such 

as  accountants  and pr ivate  c l ient  lawyers,  with  whom we work c los e ly.
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http://www.burgessmee.com/team/antonia-mee
http://www.burgessmee.com/team/peter-burgess
https://www.burgessmee.com/team/kirsty-morris
https://www.burgessmee.com/team/rachel-freeman


CLAPHAM COMMON
Unit 9, 16 Porteus Place, Clapham, London, SW4 0AS

LONDON LIVERPOOL STREET
288 Bishopsgate, London, EC2M 4QP

HAMMERSMITH  
Meeting Rooms

1 Lyric Square, Hammersmith, London, W6 0NB

mail@burgessmee.com 

+44 (0)203 824 9950


