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We are  an  award winning fami ly  law f i rm.  We are  experts  in  our  f ie ld  and are  bas e d in 

Clapham Common and Liverpool  Street  with  meet ing rooms in  Hammersmith.



EARLY STRATEGIC ADVICE

The breakdown of  re lat ionships  of  h igh-prof i le  indiv iduals  can attract 

press  and publ ic  attent ion.  Issues  fo l lowing a  s eparat ion such as 

arrangements  for  the  chi ldren and f inancia l  d isputes  are  pr ivate,  pers onal 

and often  di f f icul t  for  c l ients  to  navigate.  This  i s  made more  chal lenging 

for  h igh prof i le  c l ients,  g iven the  r is e  of  onl ine  news out lets ,  s ocia l  me dia 

and the  publ ic  commentar y  on thes e  platforms. 

We thoroughly  explore  with  our  high-prof i le  c l ients,  and advis e  upon, 

a l l  i ssues  at  the  outs et .  This  provides  the  necessar y  reassurance  to  our 

c l ients  and a l lows the  indiv iduals  to  focus  on their  careers.  Whether  the 

indiv idual  i s  a  sports  profess ional  or  in  the  music  and enterta inment 

industr y,  i t  i s  crucia l  that  they  have  focus  and energy  to  fu l f i l  their  ro le.

Our  focus  is  to  res olve  the  dispute  in  the  way  that  the  c l ient  fee ls  i s  in 

their  and their  chi ldren’s  b est  interests.  We a im to  do this  as  e f f ic ient ly 

and cost- e f fect ive ly  as  poss ible.  Considerat ion must  b e  given to  the 

c l ient ’s  reputat ion and pr ivac y.  This  often  involves  working c los e ly  with 

lawyers  in  other  areas  and PR profess ionals  to  ensure  a  cohesive  and 

strategic  approach to  reputat ion management.  It  might  inc lude obtaining 

in junct ions  to  stop the  publ icat ion of  rumours  or  s tor ies.  At  Burgess  Mee 

we have  excel lent  re lat ionships  with  reputat ion management  lawyers  who 

can help  with  urgent  advice  when stor ies  break,  as  wel l  as  PR and cr is is 

management  f i rms.
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CONFIDENTIALITY 

Sometimes  a  fami ly  law dispute  does  end in  court  procee dings. 

For  high-prof i le  indiv iduals ,  th is  br ings  with  i t  the  adde d 

complexity  of  court  report ing.  There  is  the  poss ibi l i ty  that  the 

me dia  wi l l  b e  pres ent  in  court .  There  are  a ls o  l i t igants  who 

wi l l  us e  the  l imel ight  to  apply  pressure  on the  indiv idual  in  the 

publ ic  eye.  Knowing how to  navigate  the  complex  rules  around 

court  report ing is  key.

While  report ing restr ict ions  can b e  obtaine d,  the  fami ly  just ice 

system is  committe d to  improving publ ic  understanding of 

fami ly  law procee dings.  Recent ly,  there  has  b een a  s igni f icant 

movement  towards  increas e d report ing within  thes e 

procee dings,  with  what  the  courts  s ometimes  re fer  to  as  

‘ The Transparenc y  Project ’  or  ‘open just ice’. 

The recent  cas e  of  Kyle  Walker,  the  premier  league footbal ler, 

and his  former  partner  Laur yn Goodman,  i s  an  example  of 

a  widely  reporte d cas e  in  which press  involvement  b ecame a 

key  feature.  Disputes  re lat ing to  the  report ing of  a  cas e  and 

anonymity  of  the  part ies  can b ecome expensive  and stress ful 

matters  to  l i t igate.
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RESOLVING MATTERS OUT OF COURT

Helpful ly,  there  are  good options  for  res olv ing c l ients ’  d isputes 

outs ide  of  court  and therefore  not  subject  to  report ing.  As 

an  a l ternat ive  to  court  l i t igat ion,  we can act  for  h igh prof i le 

indiv iduals  in  non- court  dispute  res olut ion process es  (NCDR). 

Thes e might  include:

• � me diat ion with  lawyers  pres ent 

•   �an  early  neutra l  evaluat ion (appoint ing a  legal  profess ional  to 

express  a  v iew ab out  the  outcome) 

•   �a  more  formal  process   -  a  pr ivate  Financia l  Dispute 

Res olut ion (FDR) appointment .  This  i s  where  the  part ies 

appoint  a  pr ivate  “ judge” (usual ly  a  barr ister,  s o l ic i tor  or 

ret i re d judge)  who gives  a  non-binding indicat ion as  to  what 

the  outcome of  the  cas e  would b e  i f  i t  went  to  a  f inal  hear ing, 

which helps  the  part ies  to  negotiate  an  outcome 

• � �arbitrat ion,  which is  s imi lar  to  the  ab ove  but  where  

the  arbitrator  hears  ev idence  and the  outcome is  b inding  

on the  part ies. 

You can read further  in  our  Res olving your  dispute  out  
of  court  brochure.

There are multiple  benef its  to high-prof i le  cl ients  engaging in 

these non- court  dispute resolution processes.  The process can be 

tai lore d to their  circumstances and the process wil l  be quicker 

than formal  l i t igation through the courts.  The press wil l  not 

be present at  these processes,  ensuring privacy for  al l  involve d. 

However it  is  important to note that  these are voluntar y processes, 

so there may be some disputes which cannot be resolve d via  these 

means and so they end up in court. 5

https://cdn.prod.website-files.com/65c219a81730c0e8b41f5332/68960bc5984bceddf6f6476b_BM-Brochure-Resolving-your-dispute-B5.pdf
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AGREEMENTS

The re quirement  for  specia l is t  advice  a ls o  appl ies  for  c l ients 

when embarking upon a  l i fe  event  such as  moving in  with  a 

partner,  having a  baby  with  s omeone or  b ecoming engage d. 

Many people  aren’ t  aware  that  having a  chi ld  with  s omeone 

or  l iv ing with  them,  even when not  marr ie d,  can give  r is e  to 

va luable  c la ims in  England and Wales  for  thos e  who have  high 

incomes or  have  accumulate d wealth. 

An increas ing numb er  of  court  decis ions  emphasize  the 

decis ive  weight  that  a  properly  made agreement  can carr y  i f  the 

re lat ionship,  marr iage  or  cohabitat ion ends  prematurely.  With 

an  agreement  properly  constructe d and s igne d in  advance,  you 

can b e  conf ident  that  the  negat ive  impact  of  a  rupture  in  that 

re lat ionship  wi l l  b e  minimis e d. 

Our  expert  lawyers  and me diators  can help  thos e  in  the  publ ic 

eye  with  early  advice,  draft ing agreements  and negotiat ing 

arrangements  s o  that  they  can reach swift  out  of  court 

s ett lements  i f  th ings  don’ t  work out  as  p lanne d.  

You can read further  in  our  Prenuptial  Agreements  brochure.

ASSET PROTECTION

With success  often  comes  f inancia l  reward.  Many high-prof i le 

indiv iduals  us e  tax  e f f ic ient  s tructures.  At  Burgess  Mee,  we 

work with  pr ivate  c l ient  lawyers,  f inancia l  advis ors  and tax 

specia l is ts  to  ensure  strategic  advice  i s  avai lable  to  c l ients, 

doing a l l  we can to  protect  their  interests.
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Rachel  Freeman

0203 963  3231 
rachel f reeman@burgessmee.com

Henrietta  Thoma s

0203 370 2613 
henriettathomas@burgessmee.com

Peter  Burgess

0203 824 9952 
peterburgess@burgessmee.com

Antonia  Mee

0203 824 9951 
antoniamee@burgessmee.com

David Li l lywhite

0203 824 996 6 
davidl i l lywhite@burgessmee.com

Kirsty  Morris

0203 824 9955 
k irstymorr is@burgessmee.com

If  you would l ike  to  have  more  information ab out 

any  of  thes e  opt ions,  p leas e  speak to  a  memb er  

o f  our  team,  whos e  detai ls  are  s et  out  b elow.
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