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the Township Board

requested that a Capital

Improvement Plan

(CIP) be established

so as to assess the

real conditions of '
the sewer system. The proactive
result of this plan, ~ should
which was completed the Township be to reduce
this last November, risk and what will it cost
has established strong the users to reduce that
supporting data to risk?” By being proactive
analyze the quarterly with the sewer system
rate structure. Who upgrades, the Township
will this affect? It will can considerably

affect the Township reduce current risk of

sewerenstomers in the infrastructure failures
“[ake Districts” that run or system catastrophes,

primarily along Belding as well as minimize
Road. future costs; (reacting
to sewer failures costs

There’s a fine tuned approximately 50% more
balance between cost to repair than planned
versus risk and this has repairs). To be proactive,
been the focus of the rate and put the plan into
analysis. The challenging action, a rate increase on
issue our Sewer Committee | quarterly sewer bills must
had to answer was“how | beimplemented.

‘m Tongmshi ©
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Committees have made
every effort to balance risk
and cost. The rate increase
Jjustification is based on
upgrading and improving
the system by eliminating
the “high risk”items within
the system.

It should also be
understood that even with
the new rate, Cannon
Township sewer customers
have close to the lowest
sewer rate in all Kent
County, comparatively
speaking. The Board
believes by taking a
proactive approach toward
these capital needs, the
rate increase will be
manageable as opposed

to reacting to the risk of
tragedy and the cost of

a disaster. As always, if
you would like additional
information regarding the
Capital Improvement Plan
or the sewer rate analysis,
please contact me at the
Township at 874-6966

or email pmacgregor@
cannontwp.org.

Best regards,
Peter MacGregor
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Planning For
The Future

his year, the Planning
Commission took
advantage of the

slowdown in development
to focus on planning for the
future. Key areas addressed
were the Zoning Ordinance,
Master Plan update and

the Town Square village
development.

oning Ordinance.

The Planning

Commission worked
to revise the Zoning
Ordinance. Specifically,
revisions required by the
Michigan Zoning Enabling
Act were made as well as
revisions to Planned Unit
Developments (PUDs), site
plan submittal requirements,
overlay districts and lot area
calculations. Additionally,
the entire ordinance has
been reorganized with

charts, graphs and tables Cannon Township Sewer Rates
added to make the ordinance Previous to April 1, 2001 $40
more user-friendly for all Beginning April 1, 2001 $43
those seelfing to develop April 1, 2002 %44
property in our Tomsh}p. April 1, 2003 $45
The s e €0 Bon April 1, 2004 $46
anticipates submitting this
: April 1, 2005 $47

to the Board for approval in
carly 2009 October 1, 2005 $60

L April 1, 2007 $70
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THURSDAY, JANUARY 22ND
AT 7:00 PM
AT THE EAST ROCKFORD
MIDDLE SCHOOL CAFETERIA

!mmnm Aldocks o infand mes shall be removed from the llater no
Iater than necembar 15 2008 (excmdes Sunﬂsn Lake).




Property Tax Changes In 2009

From the
Assessing
Department

by Matt Frain, Assessor

nderstanding that

the housing market

is declining and
taxes seem to be increasing,
I thought that we should try
to make sense out of what is
happening with the property
taxes for 2009.

In 1994 Michigan voters
approved the constitutional
amendment known as
Proposal A.

Prior to Proposal A,
property taxes were based
upon State Equalized

Value (SEV). With the
implementation of Proposal
A, property taxes are now
based upon Taxable Value.

Each year, the Assessing
Office must calculate the
SEV for every properly
based upon the time frame
as outlined by the State Tax
Commission. A property’s
taxable status is determined
as of December 31, which is
called Tax Day.
Additionally, each property

Winter 2008 5 |

has a Capped Value. Capped Value is calculated by multiplying
the prior year’s Taxable Value, with adjustments for additions
and losses, by the CPI (Consumer Price Index) as calculated by
the State of Michigan and cannot increase more that 5%. For
2009, the CPI has been calculated at 4.4%.

Taxable Value (TV), which properly taxes are based on, is
defined as the lower of State Equalized Value or Capped Value.

Generally speaking, this means that unless the current year
SEV is less than the previous year Taxable Value multiplied by
the CPI, the current years Taxable Value will increase by the
CPL.

If you have any questions please contact the
Cannon Township Assessing Department.

SEV = 50% of True Cash Value
Capped Value =
(Prior TV - Losses) x (1+CPI#) + Additions
*Percent of change in the rate of inflation or 5% whichever is less, expressed as a multiplier.

Taxable Value =

The lesser of State Equalized Value or Capped Value unless there is a transfer of ownership.
Approximate property tax increases are:
TV PRE 54
2008TV CPI 2009TV Increase | Millage Rate | Increase
$50,000.00 $52,200.00 | $2,200.00 | 0.0303935 $66.87
$100,000.00 $104,400.00 | $4,400.00 | 0.0303935 | $133.73
$1560,000.00 $156,600.00 | $6,600.00 | 0.0303035 | $200.60
$200,000.00 - $208,800.00 | $8.800.00 | 0.0303935 | $267.46
$250,000.00 $261,000.00 0.0303935 | $334.33
$300,000.00 $313,200.00 0.0303935 | $401.19
$400,000.00 $417.600.00 0.0303935 | $534.93
$500,000.00 $522,000.00 0.0303935 | $668.66
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How Are Your Property Taxes Spent?

#
5

Cannon Toyynsh

Below is an example of a
home worth $200,000 and
how the yearly property tax is
divided up between the State
of Michigan, Kent County
and Cannon Township. This
is based on 2008-9 taxes and
is only a model to show you
how the money is allocated
after you write your check to
Cannon Township.

Tax Breakdown

House worth approximately $200,000

with a taxable value = $100,000
Total property tax = $3040.00

B0 B

Property

Itemized Schedule
Rockford Public Schools

State Education

GR Community College
Kent Intermediate Schools

% of Total Property Tax
$949 31%
$600 20%
$179 6%
$469 15%

Total Education

Kent County Operating $428 14%
Kent County Jail $79 3%
Kent County Senior Millage $32 1%
Kent District Library $88 3%

Total County

Cannon Operating
Cannon Fire Millage

Cannon Recreation

$84 3%
$94 3%
$38 1%
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by Georgia Donovan

Once again the lzaak Walton League will be holding their annual
HWintefese at their Conservation Center, 5641 Myers Lake Rd.

The date will be January 24th, from 10:00 am - 3:00 pm.

Events might include, depending on the weather, ice fishing, snow games, cross-country skiing,
archery, candle-making, animal tracking, bird-feeder making, and of course, eating.

Come join us for old-fashioned winter-time fun. Explore our 39 acres, Armstrong Creek, and our
Conservation Clubhouse. See the solar-power demonstration station.
We welcome our neighbors and friends to this free event!
Watch for parking suggestions; if necessary we'll run a shuttle
from the Township Center.

Foremore @6/%&!&@/& call
866-7007
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Important Winter Safety Tips

The Fire Chief’s |

Report...

By Fire Chief, Harry Morris i '
FROM THE FIRE DEPARTMENT:

Good news

he Cannon Township Fire Department

I is rated by the Insurance Services

Office (ISO). Many fire insurance
companies use the ISO rating as one factor in
setting the amount of premium that is paid
on a particular property. The ISO makes an
independent evaluation of many departments
every ten years or when major changes have
occurred. Ratings of departments go from a
Class 1 (the best) to Class 10 (unprotected).
Recently our Department was revaluated by

" the ISO under rigorous conditions. The result

of this is that our rating has been reduced
from a 9 to a 5 in our non-hydrant areas.
Therefore we are now currently rated a Class
5 for the whole Township (both hydrant and
non-hydrant areas). This rating change may
mean that your insurance premium could

be reduced if you live in a non-hydrant area.
Please contact your insurance carrier to find
out how this ISO change affects you.

Congratulations

Congratulations goes out to firefighter Bob
Schmitt. Bob just received his Michigan EMS
Instructor-Coordinator license. Including

Jim Allore, this brings our list of Michigan

continued on page 9



What To Do In An Emergency... Winter 2008 9

continued f_rom page 8

operator to stop when the headlamp illuminated the hole
in the ice.

Wear a life vest under your winter gear.

Or wear one of the new flotation snowmobile suits. And
it’s a good idea to carry a pair of ice picks that may be
homemade or purchased from most well stocked sporting
goods stores that cater to winter anglers. It’s amazing how
difficult it can be to pull yourself back onto the surface

of unbroken but wet and slippery ice while wearing a
snowmobile suit weighted down with 60 Ibs of water. The
ice picks really help pulling yourself back onto solid ice.

Ice Skating Safety:

Wear skates that fit comfortably and provide enough
ankle support to keep you on your feet. Have the blades
professionally sharpened at the beginning of each season.
Always check for cracks, holes and other debris on the ice.
Wear warm clothing and rest when you become tired or
cold. Never skate alone. Always supervise children near
lakes, ponds, and creeks. Educate children of the danger
of ice by taking them to sites and advising them of places
they must avoid. :

Family Safety:

Remind children that under no circumstances should they
go onto a frozen lake to chase a ball or save a pet. Always
keep your pets on a leash. Many rescues are the result

of dog owners trying to rescue their dog that walked out
onto the ice.

What if a companion falls through thin ice?

REACH, THROW, GO

Try to reach them with something - rope, ladder, stick, ski
pole, etc. Throw them something to help they stay afloat

continued on page 10
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Fire Chief's Report Continued...

continued from page 9

- a cooler, plastic milk/soda bottles, spare

. tire, etc. Go call 911. (It’s amazing how many

people carry cell phones). Wait for emergency
responders so you can take them to the exact
location of the victim

What if YOU fall in?

Try not to panic. Instead, remain calm and
turn toward the direction from which you
came. Place your hands and arms on the
unbroken surface of the ice (here’s where the
ice picks come in handy — screwdrivers make
great ice picks). Work forward on the ice by
kicking your feet. If the ice breaks, maintain
your position and slide forward again. Once
you are lying on the ice, don’t stand - Instead,
roll away from the hole. That spreads out
your weight until you are on solid ice. This
sounds much easier than it really is to do.
The best advice is don’t put yourself into
needless danger by venturing out too soon or
too late in the season.

To Call or Not To Call 911...

emergency or not, err on the side of

caution by calling 911 rather than your
fire department. The dispatchers that handle
911 calls, are highly trained and with your
help, determine if there is a true emergency
and will be able to dispatch the appropriate
emergency personnel without delay.

If you are wondering if you have an

The
Historical
Museum

Is Closed Until
May
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12 We Can All Share In Caring For Our Watersheds

WATERSHED PAGES

By Kim Saplkowski

Be Kind to Your Watershed This Winter

on’t let mounds of snow and layers
D of ice get in your way of caring for

your watershed. While deicers, like
salt, make it easy to get rid of ice, they also
contain chemicals that can run off into

storm sewers and nearby waterways. Here
are some winter watershed tips:

1. Try an alternative.
Calcium magnesium acetate (CMA)
was developed as a deicing alternative

iyt ey

continued on page 13
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continued from page 12

and Upper Grand River
Watershed. We are located
in the Lower Grand. The
sub-watersheds - Rogue
River and Bear Creek -
are also part of Cannon
Township).

Trail Volunteer

Thank You

any thanks to the
Cannon Township
Trail Volunteers

who completed their

first season November

1. Volunteers picked up
trash and debris along the
new trail. Some shoveled
and swept sand washouts
after heavy rains. The
trail volunteers will start

~ up again in Spring 2009.

If you would like to be a
trail volunteer next year,
please call Kim Sapkowski
at 874-6966.

A heartfelt thanks to:

e Janice Ries

e Kathy Rups

e Jane Post

e Nancy Jo Partridge
e Pat Smith

* Sue Keith

e Brian J. Seely

e Stan Hone

e Art & Keasha Palmer
e Dick Davies

e BrianTodd

e Louise Swiatek

® Melissa Warmbier
e Bill Kury

e John Rand

e Larry Deane

e Dan & Jan Bidwell
* Molly Moore

e Jennifer Post

e Terry Winslow

e Mitzi Stolicker
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Recycle Your Christmas Tree...

continued from page 13

“Christmas Tree Recycling

Bring your Christmas tree to Cannon Township Center 6878 Belding Road

On Saturday, January 3
And

Saturday, January 10 from 9 a.m. — 3 p.m.

The Rockford High School National Honor Society
will be on hand to assist you. Please check your tree for stray
ornaments, lights, or wire before you drop it off.
We cannot accept wreaths or trees with wire.




Dates To Remember...

Winter 2008 15

s Wtp A4 W Ao WA

Dec 24,25,26 CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY - OFFICE CLOSED

Dee 30...iiiiiinennss
Dec3Lnnndis

2009
Jan1 ...
Jan 3 & 10...............
Jan 12k
Jan 13 ....ovvveeennne
Jan 20080 vte
Jan 22......... 9%/ e
Jan 3t

| 721 5 — —
Feb 100X
Feb 14 ...ccovvvviiiivnns
Fehi 10 cnnino i,
Feb: 17 o

Feb 18 ool
Feb 21 oot
Feb:23 .....ciicees
Feb 27 i
e 28 eomnsnnes v

March 9...coovvveeiinnnn.

Mareh 100 Xen
Mareh 12......ccconnnes
Mareh 17...ccoiviuiid
March 28.awses

Quarterly Sewer Bills Mailed
NEWYEAR’S EVE HOLIDAY - OFFICE CLOSED

NEW YEAR'S DAY HOLIDAY - OFFICE CLOSED
Christmas Tree Recycling 9:00 am - 3:00 pm

..... Township Board Meeting — 7:00 pm
... Planning Commission Meeting — 6:00 pm
.Zoning Board of Appeals Meeting - 7:00 pm

RECREATION PLAN PUBLIC INPUT - EAST ROCKFORD MIDDLE SCHOOL - 7:00 pm

. Township Board Meeting — 7:00 pm

Quarterly Sewer Bills Due

Township Board Meeting - 7:00 pm

... Planning Commission Meeting - 6:00 pm

2008 TAXES DUE - Penalty begins Feb 17, 2009
Assessor’s Week — 1:00 pm - 4:00 pm

Assessor’s Week — 9:00 am — 12:00 pm

Zoning Board of Appeals Meeting - 7:00 pm
Assessor’s Week — 9:00 am - 12:00 pm

Assessor’s Week — 9:00 am — 12:00 am

wsr.... Township Board Meeting — 7:00 pm
.....Last Day to obtain 2009 Dog Licenses at Township Office

Deadline for Collection of 2008 Taxes

Board of Review - 2:00 pm - 5:00 pm, 6:00 pm - 9:00 pm
Township Board Meeting — 7:00 pm
Planning Commission Meeting — 6:00 pm

..Board of Review — 9:00 am - 12:00 pm, 1:00 pm - 4:00 pm

Zoning Board of Appeals Meeting — 7:00 pm
Township Board Meeting — 7:00 pm

Any changes or additions to the calendar can be found on our web site -

www.cannontwp.org under “Township Events.”
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2008 Election
| Wrap up:

his was a busy year for the
TClerk’s Department preparing

and administering four elections.
The controversial January Presidential
-Primary generated a turnout of 27.32%,
the May School Election brought in
21.59%, and the August Primary turnout
was 22.78%. [ must admit that [ was
extremely surprised — and disappointed —
with the percentage in the August Primary.
The turnout at these three elections was
not at all what I expected. Usually school
election turnout is lower and the 2004
August primary was 44.5%.

he November General Election was
Ttruly the best run one since I've
been in office. Everything went
so smoothly. We did our best to prepare
thoroughly and it paid off. We had more
voting stations and more workers. The

Chairpersons met with me ahead of time

continued on page 17
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continued from page 16

The following is a summary of the turnout for the November 4th
Election in Cannon Township:

Precincts

BALLOTS 1076 | 1065 | 919 | 1150 | 816 |[1040 |1082 | 1058 | 8206
(voted at polls)

ABSENT VOTER 347 352 | 323 | 429 | 368 [ 321 2140
NUMBER OF VOTERS 1423 | 1417 | 1242 | 1579 [ 1184 [ 1361 8206
TOTAL REG. VOTERS 1715 | 1793 [ 1497 | 1907 [ 1460 | 1625 9997
PERCENT TURNOUT | 82.97 | 79.03|82.97 | 82.80|81.10 (83.75 ; 82.08

Looking towards 2009:

ince I'm only anticipating one election in 2009, I've decided to tackle a project of
Sdeveloping a system to put the Township records on an approved retention schedule.

Currently, we keep a lot more documents than we need to. This new system will
allow us to regularly dispose of old records that we are no longer required to keep.

Please read the article on that process elsewhere in this edition and come to our

In addition to that project, the Recreation Plan update will take up a lot of my time.
public input meeting on January 22. Here’s to a great new year...

Cannon Township's Website is

www.cannontwp.org
Please make us one of your favorites.
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Kent County's Waste Awareness...

The following article was
included in the last edition
of “In the Know ‘Bits” Kent
County's waste awareness
mini-newsletter. For more
information, check their website
at: www.accesskent.com/
YourGovernment/Publicworks/
hewsletter.htm

IN THE KNOW

Winter Bits 2008
Keep Those Pipes Clean This
Holiday Season

by Raquel Fagan, Executive Editor of
Earth911.com
(Partially reprinted from Earth911.com)

olidays are a perfect time to bust
Hout the china and cook a meal

fit for royalty. Don’t be afraid to
embrace your culinary spirit.

esponsible cleanup of that
festive meal, along with kitchen

composting, is as important as

continued on page 19
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continued from page 18

3 Tips for
Better
Recycling

now Before You -
Throw: If you’re
ot sure whether
something
belongs in the
recycling bin
but you toss it
in anyway, it
could be trashed
at the recycling facility.
There is annually more
than 1.4 million pounds
of trash removed from the
recycling process at the
Kent County Recycling
Center in downtown
Grand Rapids. When in
doubt, either throw it
out or give us a shout!

recycle@kentcountymi.gov

or (616) 336-2570.

ash Your
Containers
& Remove

The Caps: Unless your
container held plain old
water, it likely has a food
residue left inside when
it’s empty. For the same

reasons you wouldn’t want
these sticky, slimy residues
on your kitchen counter,
they’re not welcomed

at the recycling center.
Everything that goes in
your recycling bin should
be clean and have the caps
removed so the insides can

dry out.
Save Some Space:

e know you’re

trying to recycle

as much as
possible and sometimes
the bin is just too small
for all your stuff. Try
flattening your recyclables
to make them fit. Step on
it and squish it down —
just watch for sharp edges
on metal cans and glass
bottles!

Taxes are
due by
February 14th
A drop box

is available for
your
convenience
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Township Board

Supervisor ....... Pete Macgregor
Glerke e i Bonnie Blackledge
Treasurer........ Jim LaPeer
Trustees ......... Deb Diepenhorst

Dick Davies

Steve Grimm

Rob McBrien

Township Offices . .874-6966

(Hours 8:00 am — 5:00 pm, Mon — Fri)
Faxencisgr i s e 874-8940

Fire Department. . . 874-9725
Emergency ....... 911




