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TikTokisaglobalvideocommunitywhereuserscreate,shareanddiscover
'funnyandmemorablemoments'viashortvideoclips-typicallyabout15
secondslong.Videoscanbe'spicedup'withspecialeffectfilters,stickers,
musicandsoundclips.Currentlyoneoftheworld'smostpopularapps,

ChinesecompanyeyeDancetheMacquallytendevember2017edbychild
hadpreviouslyhadaMusicallyaccount,alloftheirvideosandpersonal
settingswillhaveautomaticallybeenmovedtoTiktok.Inearly2019,Tiktok
washitwitharecordS5.7m(£4.2m)fineintheUSoverchilddataprivacy
concernsforitsrecordkeepingwhileundertheMusicallybrand.

13+

Whatparentsneedtoknowabout

0|00100TIKTOK0000
ONLINE
PREDATORS

INAPPROPRIATE
CONTENT

BEING
INFLUENCED

Bydefault,usersaccountsareautomaticallysetto
publicwhentheyfirstcreateanaccount.TikTok
encouragesuserstosharecreativeexpression
throughtheirvideos,butifpostedpublicly,anyone
intheworldcanseeyourchild'shomemadecontent.

TherehavealsobeenconcernstheChinese
governmentcouldaccessdataorswaypublic
opinionthroughtheapp.Ifyourchild'sprofileis
open,strangerscanusetheapptocommenton
yourchild'svideos.Whilethisisn'talwayssinister,it
givespotentialpredatorstheabilitytocontactyour

childthroughtheplatform.

TikTokletsuserslip-synctotheirfavouritesongs
andproducetheirownmusicvideos.Someof
themusicchoicescontainswearwordsorsexual
themes.Sonotonlycanchildrenbeexposedto
potentiallyinappropriatecontentbuttheycan
broadcastthemselvesmimingorsingingthese
lyrics.Inadditiontothis,someoftheoutfitsand
dancemovesinvideoscanbeovertlysexualand
provocative.Therehavealsobeenreportsof
someuserssharingconcerningcontent,suchas
videosthatpromoteanorexia,porn,self-harm

andviolence.

IN-APPPURCHASES

Morethanonethirdofchildrenaged6-17
considersocialmediastarstobeamongtheirtop
rolemodels.Therearemillionsofcreatorson
TikTok,showcasingtheirtalents,momentsand
knowledge;fromsingingtodancingtostuntsand
comedyskits,whichreceivethousandsoflikesand
commentsfromaroundtheworld,quicklyturning
peopleintostars.Thereisthedangerthat

childrenmaydevelopunrealisticexpectationsof
howtheyshouldlookandbehaveontheappin
ordertobecomethenextstar.Theymayhave
feelingsofinadequacyandlowself-esteemor
becomeswayedbycertainopinions.OnTikTok,
therearealways'trendingchallengesand
hashtagsthatuserscancopyorbuildupon.
Sometimesthesechallengescanposerisksto

youngpeople.

Aswithmanyapps,there'sapaidelementto
Tiklok.Userscanbuyvirtualcoinstobeexchanged
forvirtualgifts-forexample,iftheylikeaspecific
video,yourchildcanusecoinstopurchaseemojis
toshowapproval.Thesecanbeexpensiveand
easilypurchased-thereistheoptiontobuy10,000
coinsfor£99.99withaone-clickbuybutton.
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#foTopTipsforParents
DISCUSSTHEPITFALLS
OFOVERSHARING

Encourageyourchildtoalwaysthinkbeforetheydo,say,
likeorpostanythingonline.Explainthattheirdigital
footprintshapestheironlinereputationandthewaythat
otherpeopleseethem.Somethingtheymayfindfunnyand
entertainingnowmayimpacttheminthefuture.Talkabout
howtodealwithpeerpressureandhowdoingsomething
theythinkwillimpressotherscouldaffectthem.Remind
themthattheydonothavetodoanythingtheyarenot
comfortablewith.Toensurethatthere'snowayofanyone
trackingyourchild'slocationoridentity,makeitclearto
themthattheyshouldneverfilmavideointheirschool
uniformornearalandmarkthatgivesawaywheretheylive.
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TikTok,youdonfailuenaccountndioCommitterchat

USEAPRIVATEACCOUNT
Settingupaprivateaccountmeansthatonlypeoplewho
youandyourchildapproveofcanseetheircreations.To

makhescentoaccesstangs.Chaetivacyandseight
Scrolldownuntilyoufind'PrivateAccountandturnthis

settingon.

HANDLINGCRITICISM
Whileit'sfantastictoseeyourchildbeingcreativeand
expressiveandbondingwithpeoplewithsimilar

interests,theyneedtobeawarethatnoteveryonewillbe
supportiveonline.Commentscanbenegativeoreven
cruel.Makesureyourchildknowshowtocomment
respectfullyandhandlenegativefeedback.Intheapp's
PrivacyandSafetysettings,yourchildcandecidewhocan
reacttotheirvideos,whocancomment,andwhocan
sendthemprivatechatmessages.Wesuggestaltering
thesesettingssoonlytheirfriendscaninteractwiththeir

posts.

SIGNINGUPWITHTHE
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Whentintinausedepoorbitedtoisyourchidate

USETHEDIGITAL
WELLBEING'SETTING
Ifyou'reconcernedabouthowlongyourchildisspendingonTikTok,ithasasettingcalled'DigitalWellbeing'which
alowsvoutomanagetheamountofscreentimevour

notificationsinthesettingstopreventyour
receivingspam-likenotificationsfromTikTokthat

encourageuserstogoontheapp.

DISCUSSIN-APP
PURCHASES

Tolowertheriskofyourchildmakingaccidentalin-app
purchases,teachthemexactlywhatin-apppurchasesare
andtherisksofmakingthemwithoutpermission.Tell
themthattheyarenotessentialtoenjoytheappandthat
iftheywanttomakeapurchase,theyshouldalwaysask
youbeforehand.Intheapp's'DigitalWellbeing'feature,
thereistheoptiontodisablethefunctionofpurchasing

coinsandsendinggifts.

Userscanalsofollowtheaccount@tiktoktips,TikTok's
officialaccountfrontedbyestablishedTikTokuserswhich
offersusefulonlinesafetytipsforpromotingsafetyonits
platform,ratherthanhidinginformationinFAQs.
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