


As you come to him, the living Stone—rejected by humans 
but chosen by God and precious to him— you also, like living 

stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy 
priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God 

through Jesus Christ. 

1  P e t e r  1 : 1 3  ( N I V )  



For in Scripture it says: “See, I lay a stone in Zion, a chosen 
and precious cornerstone, and the one who trusts in him will 
never be put to shame.”  Now to you who believe, this stone 

is precious. 

1  P e t e r  1 : 1 3  ( N I V )  



But to those who do not believe, “The stone the builders 
rejected has become the cornerstone,”  and, “A stone that 
causes people to stumble and a rock that makes them fall.” 
They stumble because they disobey the message—which is 

also what they were destined for. 

1  P e t e r  1 : 1 3  ( N I V )  



❖My life is meant to build something that will 

last



Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all its many 
parts form one body, so it is with Christ.  For we were all 

baptized by one Spirit so as to form one body—whether Jews 
or Gentiles, slave or free—and we were all given the one 

Spirit to drink.  Even so the body is not made up of one part 
but of many. 

1  C o r i n t h i a n s  1 2 : 1 2 – 2 7  ( N I V )  



But in fact God has placed the parts in the body, every one of 
them, just as he wanted them to be.  If they were all one part, 
where would the body be?  As it is, there are many parts, but 

one body.  The eye cannot say to the hand, “I don’t need 
you!” And the head cannot say to the feet, “I don’t need 

you!” 

1  C o r i n t h i a n s  1 2 : 1 2 – 2 7  ( N I V )  



If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is 
honored, every part rejoices with it.  Now you are the body of 

Christ, and each one of you is a part of it. 

1  C o r i n t h i a n s  1 2 : 1 2 – 2 7  ( N I V )  



God established the church because He intends for 
us to be part of something bigger than ourselves.  

We are interconnected.  

When you think about Christianity, think “WE” not 
“ME”.



And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build 
my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it. 

M a t t h e w  1 6 : 1 8  ( N I V )  



“Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and 
puts them into practice is like a wise man who built his house 
on the rock.  The rain came down, the streams rose, and the 

winds blew and beat against that house; yet it did not fall, 
because it had its foundation on the rock. 

M a t t h e w  7 : 2 4 – 2 7  ( N I V )  



But everyone who hears these words of mine and does not 
put them into practice is like a foolish man who built his 

house on sand.  The rain came down, the streams rose, and 
the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell with a 

great crash.” 

M a t t h e w  7 : 2 4 – 2 7  ( N I V )  



Why do some buildings withstand storms while 
others do not?

 
It depends on their foundation.

Why do some people seem to crumble in the storms 
of life while others do not?

It depends on their foundation.



So this is what the Sovereign Lord says: “See, I lay a stone in 
Zion, a tested stone, a precious cornerstone for a sure 

foundation; the one who relies on it will never be stricken 
with panic. 

I s a i a h  2 8 : 1 6  ( N I V )  





For in Scripture it says: “See, I lay a stone in Zion, a chosen and 
precious cornerstone, and the one who trusts in him will 

never be put to shame.”  Now to you who believe, this stone 
is precious. 

1  P e t e r  2 : 6 – 8  ( N I V )  



But to those who do not believe, “The stone the builders 
rejected has become the cornerstone,”  and, “A stone that 
causes people to stumble and a rock that makes them fall.” 
They stumble because they disobey the message—which is 

also what they were destined for. 

1  P e t e r  2 : 6 – 8  ( N I V )  



Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and strangers, but 
fellow citizens with God’s people and also members of his 

household,  built on the foundation of the apostles and 
prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone. 

E p h e s i a n s  2 : 1 9 - 2 1   ( N I V )



In him the whole building is joined together and rises to 
become a holy temple in the Lord.  And in him you too are 

being built together to become a dwelling in which God lives 
by his Spirit. 

E p h e s i a n s  2 : 1 9 - 2 1   ( N I V )



I planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but God has been 
making it grow.  So neither the one who plants nor the one 
who waters is anything, but only God, who makes things 

grow.  The one who plants and the one who waters have one 
purpose, and they will each be rewarded according to their 
own labor.  For we are co-workers in God’s service; you are 

God’s field, God’s building. 

1  C o r i n t h i a n s  3 : 1 – 1 7  ( N I V )  



By the grace God has given me, I laid a foundation as a wise 
builder, and someone else is building on it. 

But each one should build with care. 

1  C o r i n t h i a n s  3 : 1 – 1 7  ( N I V )  



For no one can lay any foundation other than the one already 
laid, which is Jesus Christ.  If anyone builds on this foundation 

using gold, silver, costly stones, wood, hay or straw,  their 
work will be shown for what it is, because the Day will bring it 
to light. It will be revealed with fire, and the fire will test the 

quality of each person’s work. 

1  C o r i n t h i a n s  3 : 1 – 1 7  ( N I V )  







If what has been built survives, the builder will receive a 
reward.  If it is burned up, the builder will suffer loss but yet 

will be saved—even though only as one escaping through the 
flames. 

1  C o r i n t h i a n s  3 : 1 – 1 7  ( N I V )  



Don’t you know that you yourselves are God’s temple and 
that God’s Spirit dwells in your midst?  If anyone destroys 

God’s temple, God will destroy that person; for God’s temple 
is sacred, and you together are that temple. 

1  C o r i n t h i a n s  3 : 1 – 1 7  ( N I V )  



❖I am God’s special possession

• My life is meant to build something 

that will last



But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy 
nation, God’s special possession, that you may declare the 

praises of him who called you out of darkness into his 
wonderful light. 

1  P e t e r  2 : 9  ( N I V )  



For there is one God and one mediator between God and 
mankind, the man Christ Jesus, 

1  T i m o t h y  2 : 5  ( N I V )  



Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has 
ascended into heaven, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly 
to the faith we profess.  For we do not have a high priest who 

is unable to empathize with our weaknesses, but we have 
one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are—yet 

he did not sin.  Let us then approach God’s throne of grace 
with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace 

to help us in our time of need. 

H e b r e w s  4 : 1 4 – 1 6  ( N I V )  



We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were 
making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ’s 

behalf: Be reconciled to God.  God made him who had no sin 
to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the 

righteousness of God. 

2  C o r i n t h i a n s  5 : 2 0 – 2 1  ( N I V )  



I need to learn to see myself the way God sees me.  

I am special to God!



For we are God’s masterpiece. He has created us anew in 
Christ Jesus, so we can do the good things he planned for us 

long ago. 

E p h e s i a n s  2 : 1 0  ( N L T )  



❖How should this affect me?

• My life is meant to build something 

that will last

• I am God’s special possession



But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy 
nation, God’s special possession, that you may declare the 

praises of him who called you out of darkness into his 
wonderful light. 

1  P e t e r  2 : 9  ( N I V )  



Once you were not a people, but now you are the people of 
God; once you had not received mercy, but now you have 
received mercy.  Dear friends, I urge you, as foreigners and 

exiles, to abstain from sinful desires, which wage war against 
your soul.  Live such good lives among the pagans that, 

though they accuse you of doing wrong, they may see your 
good deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us. 

1  P e t e r  2 : 1 0 – 1 2  ( N I V )  



• My life is meant to build something that will last.

• I am God’s special possession.

• How should this affect me?
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