


Live such good lives among the pagans that, though they 
accuse you of doing wrong, they may see your good deeds 

and glorify God on the day he visits us.  Submit yourselves for 
the Lord’s sake to every human authority: whether to the 

emperor, as the supreme authority,  or to governors, who are 
sent by him to punish those who do wrong and to commend 

those who do right. 

1  P e t e r  2 : 1 2 – 2 5  ( N I V )  



For it is God’s will that by doing good you should silence the 
ignorant talk of foolish people.  Live as free people, but do not 
use your freedom as a cover-up for evil; live as God’s slaves.  

Show proper respect to everyone, love the family of believers, 
fear God, honor the emperor. 

1  P e t e r  2 : 1 2 – 2 5  ( N I V )  



Slaves, in reverent fear of God submit yourselves to your 
masters, not only to those who are good and considerate, but 

also to those who are harsh.  For it is commendable if 
someone bears up under the pain of unjust suffering because 

they are conscious of God. 

1  P e t e r  2 : 1 2 – 2 5  ( N I V )  



But how is it to your credit if you receive a beating for doing 
wrong and endure it? But if you suffer for doing good and you 
endure it, this is commendable before God.  To this you were 

called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an 
example, that you should follow in his steps. 

1  P e t e r  2 : 1 2 – 2 5  ( N I V )  



“He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his 
mouth.”  When they hurled their insults at him, he did not 

retaliate; when he suffered, he made no threats. Instead, he 
entrusted himself to him who judges justly. 

1  P e t e r  2 : 1 2 – 2 5  ( N I V )  



❖People are watching you



I should live a good life because I represent Christ in 
this world.



In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they 
may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven. 

M a t t h e w  5 : 1 6  ( N I V )  



Follow my example, as I follow the example of Christ. 

1  C o r i n t h i a n s  1 1 : 1  ( N I V )  



Therefore I urge you to imitate me. 

1  C o r i n t h i a n s  4 : 1 6  ( N I V )  



Be careful to live properly among your unbelieving neighbors. 

Then even if they accuse you of doing wrong, they will see 
your honorable behavior, and they will give honor to God 

when he judges the world. 

1  P e t e r  2 : 1 2  ( N L T )  



For it is God’s will that by doing good you should silence the 
ignorant talk of foolish people. 

1  P e t e r  2 : 1 5  ( N I V )  



keeping a clear conscience, so that those who speak 
maliciously against your good behavior in Christ may be 

ashamed of their slander. 

1  P e t e r  3 : 1 6  ( N I V )  



I will not expect my church to be perfect

I am a church member:  

I realize that the church is made up of people who are not 

perfect, so the church will not be  perfect.  I am a work in 

progress and so is the person sitting next to me.  God is 

working in all our lives to make us more like Jesus, so I will be 

patient and show others the grace God has shown me.



I will be a source of unity in my church

I am a church member:  

I understand that Jesus said the world needs to see that we are 

one so they will believe the message of the cross of Christ.  I 

may have different preferences, but I am willing to focus on 

what we have in common instead of our differences. 





By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you 
love one another.” 

J o h n  1 3 : 3 5  ( N I V )



that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and 
I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world may 

believe that you have sent me.  I have given them the glory 
that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one— I in 

them and you in me—so that they may be brought to 
complete unity. 

J o h n  1 7 : 2 1 – 2 3  ( N I V )  



Then the world will know that you sent me and have loved 
them even as you have loved me. 

J o h n  1 7 : 2 1 – 2 3  ( N I V )  



❖A good life is a life that submits to authority

• People are watching you



Submit yourselves for the Lord’s sake to every human 
authority: whether to the emperor, as the supreme authority,  
or to governors, who are sent by him to punish those who do 

wrong and to commend those who do right. 

1  P e t e r  2 : 1 3 – 1 7  ( N I V )  



Everyone must submit to governing authorities. For all 
authority comes from God, and those in positions of authority 

have been placed there by God.  

So anyone who rebels against authority is rebelling against 
what God has instituted, and they will be punished. 

R o m a n s  1 3 : 1 – 7  ( N L T )  



For the authorities do not strike fear in people who are doing 
right, but in those who are doing wrong. Would you like to 

live without fear of the authorities? Do what is right, and they 
will honor you.  The authorities are God’s servants, sent for 
your good. But if you are doing wrong, of course you should 
be afraid, for they have the power to punish you. They are 

God’s servants, sent for the very purpose of punishing those 
who do what is wrong. 

R o m a n s  1 3 : 1 – 7  ( N L T )  



So you must submit to them, not only to avoid punishment, 
but also to keep a clear conscience.  Pay your taxes, too, for 
these same reasons. For government workers need to be 

paid. They are serving God in what they do.  

Give to everyone what you owe them: Pay your taxes and 
government fees to those who collect them, and give respect 

and honor to those who are in authority. 

R o m a n s  1 3 : 1 – 7  ( N L T )  



As much as possible, we should seek to cooperate 
with the government and obey the law; but we must 

never allow the law to make us violate our 
conscience or disobey God’s Word. 

Warren W. Wiersbe



❖Why is respecting authority such a big 

deal?

• People are watching you

• A good life is a life that submits to 

authority



Rebellion is as sinful as witchcraft, and stubbornness as bad as 
worshiping idols. So because you have rejected the command 

of the Lord, he has rejected you as king.” 

1  S a m u e l  1 5 : 2 2 – 2 3  ( N L T )  



Start children off on the way they should go, and even when 
they are old they will not turn from it. 

P r o v e r b s  2 2 : 6  ( N I V )  



If your children aren’t taught to obey/respect the 
authority in their lives – YOU, they are learning to 

disrespect every other authority in their lives.



Slaves, in reverent fear of God submit yourselves to your 
masters, not only to those who are good and considerate, but 

also to those who are harsh.  

For it is commendable if someone bears up under the pain of 
unjust suffering because they are conscious of God. 

1  P e t e r  2 : 1 8 – 2 5  ( N I V )  



But how is it to your credit if you receive a beating for doing 
wrong and endure it? But if you suffer for doing good and you 

endure it, this is commendable before God. 

1  P e t e r  2 : 1 8 – 2 5  ( N I V )  



To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, 
leaving you an example, that you should follow in his steps. 

“He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his 
mouth.”  When they hurled their insults at him, he did not 

retaliate; when he suffered, he made no threats. 

Instead, he entrusted himself to him who judges justly. 

1  P e t e r  2 : 1 8 – 2 5  ( N I V )  



• People are watching you.

• A good life is a life that submits to authority.

• Why is respecting authority such a big deal?
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