
APART FROM ME YOU 
CAN DO NOTHING

(JOHN 15:5)



Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man shall not live on 
bread alone, but on every word that comes from the 

mouth of God.’” 

Matthew 4:4 (NIV) 



Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by 
it you may grow up in your salvation, now that you have 

tasted that the Lord is good. 

1 Peter 2:2–3 (NIV) 





The faithful love of the Lord never ends! His mercies 
never cease. Great is his faithfulness; his mercies begin 

afresh each morning. 

Lamentations 3:22–23 (NLT) 



But he gives us more grace. That is why Scripture says: 
“God opposes the proud but shows favor to the humble.” 

James 4:6 (NIV)



Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. 
No one comes to the Father except through me. 

John 14:6 (NIV) 



The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have 
come that they may have life, and have it to the full. 

John 10:10 (NIV) 



Remain in me, as I also remain in you. No branch can bear 
fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you 

bear fruit unless you remain in me. 

“I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me 
and I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart from me you 

can do nothing. 

John 15:4–5 (NIV) 



Why are there so many 
translations of the bible?



Word for Word 

• New American Standard 
Bible (NASB)

• English Standard Version 
(ESV)

• New English Translation 
(NET)

• King James Version (KJV)
• New King James Version 

(NKJV)
• Amplified Bible (AMP)

Thought for 
Thought 

• New International Version 
(NIV) New Living Translation 
(NLT) –Common English 
Bible (CEB)

• Christian Standard Bible 
(CSB)

• God’s Word Translation 
(GW)

• Contemporary English 
Version (CEV)

Paraphrase 

• The Living Bible
• The New Testament in 

Modern English
• The Message



John 3:16 (NKJV)     word for word
16 For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, 
that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting 
life. 

John 3:16 (NIV)      thought for thought
16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, 
that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 

John 3:16 (MSG)      paraphrase – not a translation
16 “This is how much God loved the world: He gave his Son, his one 
and only Son. And this is why: so that no one need be destroyed; by 
believing in him, anyone can have a whole and lasting life. 



The best translation is the one someone will read; 
if no one reads it there is no real value.



How should I read the bible?

• Why are there so many translations?
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I need to know how to 
correctly handle God’s Word

• Why are there so many translations?

• How should I read the bible?



Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, 
a worker who does not need to be ashamed and who 

correctly handles the word of truth. 

2 Timothy 2:15 (NIV) 



God cares much less 
about your temporary 

happiness than He 
cares about your 

eternal soul.



Anytime you focus on just one attribute of 

God, you will come away with a distorted view 

of who God is.  

God is the totality of all His attributes.



how shall we escape if we ignore so great a salvation? 
This salvation, which was first announced by the Lord, 

was confirmed to us by those who heard him. 

Hebrews 2:3 (NIV) 



Now the Berean Jews were of more noble character than 
those in Thessalonica, for they received the message with 

great eagerness and examined the Scriptures every day 
to see if what Paul said was true. 

Acts 17:11 (NIV) 



The ultimate goal of bible study is to internalize 

scripture so it can be applied to my life

• Why are there so many translations?

• How should I read the bible?

• I need to know how to correctly handle God’s Word.



All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, 
rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that 
the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every 

good work. 

2 Timothy 3:16–17 (NIV) 



Read it
Accept it 
Apply it



Therefore, get rid of all moral filth and the evil that is so 
prevalent and humbly accept the word planted in you, 

which can save you. 

Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive 
yourselves. Do what it says.

James 1:21–25 (NIV) 



Anyone who listens to the word but does not do what it 
says is like someone who looks at his face in a mirror and, 

after looking at himself, goes away and immediately 
forgets what he looks like.      

James 1:21–25 (NIV) 



But whoever looks intently into the perfect law that gives 
freedom, and continues in it—not forgetting what they 
have heard, but doing it—they will be blessed in what 

they do. 

James 1:21–25 (NIV) 



For the word of God is alive and active. Sharper than any 
double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul 
and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and 

attitudes of the heart. 

Hebrews 4:12 (NIV) 



The bible was not 
given to increase our 

knowledge, but to 
change our lives.

DL Moody 



How does this passage I am reading apply to me?



For the word of God is alive and active. Sharper than any 
double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul 
and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and 

attitudes of the heart. 

Hebrews 4:12 (NIV) 



• Why are there so many translations?

• How should I read the bible?

• I need to know how to correctly handle God’s Word

• The ultimate goal of bible study is to internalize scripture so 
it can be applied to my life

How do I study the bible?



• Read it

• Visualize it

• Ask questions

• Look at every word/phrase

• What does it mean?

• Rephrase it

• Correlate – cross references

• Apply to your life



“Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and 
puts them into practice is like a wise man who built his 

house on the rock. 

The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds 
blew and beat against that house; yet it did not fall, 

because it had its foundation on the rock. 

Matthew 7:24–27 (NIV) 



But everyone who hears these words of mine and does 
not put them into practice is like a foolish man who built 

his house on sand. 

The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds 
blew and beat against that house, and it fell with a great 

crash.” 

Matthew 7:24–27 (NIV) 



• Why are there so many translations?

• How should I read the bible?

• I need to know how to correctly handle God’s 
Word

• The ultimate goal of bible study is to internalize 
scripture so it can be applied to my life

• How do I study the bible?



APART FROM ME YOU 
CAN DO NOTHING

(JOHN 15:5)
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