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Music	notes	with	beats.		Beats	and	notes.		4	beats	music	note.		

Music	Cut-and-Glue	(Basic)	FREE	Students	cut	out	music	symbols	and	glue	them	next	to	the	correct	words,	learning	notes	through	eighth	notes	and	whole	rests	through	quarter	rests	for	grades	2nd-4th.	Music	Cut-and-Glue	(Intermediate)	Students	cut	out	music	symbols	and	glue	them	next	to	the	correct	words,	learning	notes	up	to	sixteenth	notes
and	whole	rests	up	to	sixteenighth	rests	for	grades	2nd-4th.	
Music	Cut-and-Glue	(Advanced)	FREE	Students	cut	out	music	symbols	and	glue	them	next	to	the	correct	words,	learning	various	musical	elements	like	staff,	common	time,	repeat	bar,	sharp,	and	flat	for	grades	3rd-5th.	Students	can	use	manipulative	matching	games	to	match	music	symbol	cards	with	word	cards	or	color	notes	according	to	a	key	to
reveal	a	mystery	picture.	Goal	charts	record	daily	practice	minutes,	while	goal	worksheets	track	progress.	Reward	certificates	recognize	students'	achievements.	Practice	counting	basic	note	lengths	by	saying	"la"	while	keeping	up	the	counting	in	your	head.	Start	with	a	whole	note	that	spans	the	entire	measure,	then	move	on	to	half	notes,	quarter
notes,	and	eighth	notes.	For	smaller	notes	like	sixteenth	notes,	divide	the	measure	into	even	pieces	and	practice	saying	"1-e-and-a,	2-e-and-a,	3-e-and-a,	4-e-and-a."	Remember	to	keep	the	numbers	even	using	a	metronome	or	tapping	your	foot.	Understand	what	a	dot	means	in	music	notation.	A	small	dot	after	a	note	increases	its	length	by	50%.	For
example,	a	half	note	becomes	three	beats	long	with	a	dot,	while	a	quarter	note	takes	1.5	beats	with	a	dot.	Practice	triplets,	which	are	groups	of	three	notes	that	fit	into	one	beat.	
This	can	be	tricky,	but	vocalizing	syllables	like	"e-and"	can	help	you	get	the	hang	of	it.	Remember	to	keep	the	numbers	even	using	a	metronome	or	tapping	your	foot.	
When	you	see	a	fermata	symbol	(),	know	that	the	note	can	be	held	for	as	long	as	you	like,	regardless	of	what	the	music	says.	If	you're	performing	with	an	ensemble,	the	director	will	determine	how	long	to	hold	it,	but	if	you're	playing	solo,	consider	the	length	in	advance	and	listen	to	recordings	of	your	piece	if	you're	unsure.	Find	the	time	signature	at
the	top	left-hand	corner	of	a	piece	of	music.	

	

Music	Cut-and-Glue	(Basic)	FREE	Students	cut	out	music	symbols	and	glue	them	next	to	the	correct	words,	learning	notes	through	eighth	notes	and	whole	rests	through	quarter	rests	for	grades	2nd-4th.	Music	Cut-and-Glue	(Intermediate)	Students	cut	out	music	symbols	and	glue	them	next	to	the	correct	words,	learning	notes	up	to	sixteenth	notes
and	whole	rests	up	to	sixteenighth	rests	for	grades	2nd-4th.	Music	Cut-and-Glue	(Advanced)	FREE	Students	cut	out	music	symbols	and	glue	them	next	to	the	correct	words,	learning	various	musical	elements	like	staff,	common	time,	repeat	bar,	sharp,	and	flat	for	grades	3rd-5th.	Students	can	use	manipulative	matching	games	to	match	music	symbol
cards	with	word	cards	or	color	notes	according	to	a	key	to	reveal	a	mystery	picture.	Goal	charts	record	daily	practice	minutes,	while	goal	worksheets	track	progress.	Reward	certificates	recognize	students'	achievements.	Practice	counting	basic	note	lengths	by	saying	"la"	while	keeping	up	the	counting	in	your	head.	Start	with	a	whole	note	that	spans
the	entire	measure,	then	move	on	to	half	notes,	quarter	notes,	and	eighth	notes.	For	smaller	notes	like	sixteenth	notes,	divide	the	measure	into	even	pieces	and	practice	saying	"1-e-and-a,	2-e-and-a,	3-e-and-a,	4-e-and-a."	Remember	to	keep	the	numbers	even	using	a	metronome	or	tapping	your	foot.	Understand	what	a	dot	means	in	music	notation.	A
small	dot	after	a	note	increases	its	length	by	50%.	For	example,	a	half	note	becomes	three	beats	long	with	a	dot,	while	a	quarter	note	takes	1.5	beats	with	a	dot.	Practice	triplets,	which	are	groups	of	three	notes	that	fit	into	one	beat.	This	can	be	tricky,	but	vocalizing	syllables	like	"e-and"	can	help	you	get	the	hang	of	it.	Remember	to	keep	the	numbers
even	using	a	metronome	or	tapping	your	foot.	When	you	see	a	fermata	symbol	(),	know	that	the	note	can	be	held	for	as	long	as	you	like,	regardless	of	what	the	music	says.	If	you're	performing	with	an	ensemble,	the	director	will	determine	how	long	to	hold	it,	but	if	you're	playing	solo,	consider	the	length	in	advance	and	listen	to	recordings	of	your
piece	if	you're	unsure.	Find	the	time	signature	at	the	top	left-hand	corner	of	a	piece	of	music.	The	first	number	indicates	the	number	of	beats	in	a	measure,	while	the	second	number	is	which	note	value	gets	the	beat.	For	example,	4/4	means	there	are	four	beats	in	a	measure	and	the	quarter	note	gets	the	beat.	In	musical	notation,	the	bottom	number
tells	you	which	type	of	note	gets	the	beat.	For	example,	if	it's	4/4	time,	that	means	there	are	four	beats	in	a	measure	and	a	quarter	note	gets	the	beat.	This	changes	the	count:	instead	of	counting	1-2-3-4,	you'd	say	1-2,	1-2,	or	even	1-2-3,	depending	on	the	rhythm.	A	waltz	is	always	danced	to	music	set	in	3/4	time.	That	means	there	are	three	quarter
notes	in	a	measure,	and	counting	it	out	would	be	"1-2-3"	in	your	head.	Practice	with	a	song	like	"Christmas	Waltz,"	which	has	lyrics	that	mention	its	waltzy	rhythm.	Other	less	common	time	signatures	can	be	tricky	to	count.	The	top	number	tells	you	how	many	beats	are	in	a	measure,	while	the	bottom	number	indicates	what	type	of	note	gets	the	beat.	
For	example,	6/8	meter	is	similar	to	a	waltz,	but	with	two	groups	of	three	beats	each.	Beat	1	is	always	the	strongest.	Practice	counting	along	with	music	by	emphasizing	the	odd	numbers:	"ONE-two-THREE-four-FIVE-six."	This	helps	you	get	a	feel	for	the	rhythm	and	emphasizes	where	each	half	note	begins.	Listening	to	music	in	different	time
signatures	can	also	help	you	understand	how	it	contributes	to	the	overall	feel.	For	example,	marches	are	often	written	in	2/4	time	to	give	that	distinctive	"1-2,	1-2"	feeling.	Jazz	and	other	modern	music	might	use	unusual	time	signatures	like	13/8	or	5/4,	which	can	make	it	harder	to	count	but	also	more	interesting.	As	a	renowned	concert	pianist	and
expert	in	music	notation,	I'm	excited	to	share	with	you	the	secrets	of	understanding	musical	notes.	With	a	PhD	in	Piano	Performance	from	Yale	School	of	Music,	I've	had	the	privilege	of	performing	at	iconic	venues	like	Carnegie	Hall	and	others	across	the	globe.	In	this	article,	we'll	dive	into	the	world	of	musical	notes,	exploring	how	they	represent
different	note	lengths	and	values.	As	a	professional	musician,	I'm	often	asked	about	counting	music	notes,	so	let's	get	started!	Musical	notes	are	mathematically	calculated	to	convey	specific	information	about	the	structure	of	a	song	or	piece.	The	value	of	a	beat	depends	on	the	meter	of	the	piece,	which	can	vary	from	4/4	(four	beats	per	measure)	to
other	time	signatures.	Let's	take	a	closer	look	at	the	most	common	note	lengths:	*	Whole	notes:	4	beats	*	Half	notes:	2	beats	*	Quarter	notes:	1	beat	*	Eighth	notes:	1/2	of	a	beat	*	Sixteenth	notes:	1/4	of	a	beat	Notice	how	whole	notes	have	no	stem,	quarter	notes	don't	have	a	hollow	circle,	and	eighth	notes	have	one	hook	while	sixteenth	notes	have	two.
This	notation	system	allows	us	to	read	sheet	music	with	ease.	As	you	begin	your	musical	journey,	remember	that	understanding	note	lengths	is	crucial	for	reading	and	playing	music	sheets	accurately.	With	practice	and	patience,	you'll	be	counting	like	a	pro	in	no	time!	But	what	about	3/4	notes?	Yes,	they	exist!	However,	instead	of	a	dedicated	symbol,
we	represent	them	using	a	dot.	This	dot	is	actually	a	dedicated	symbol	–	it's	a	dotted	half	note	with	an	upward	stem.	When	added	to	any	note,	the	dot	increases	its	value	by	half.	We	can	add	dots	to	any	note	type:	whole,	half,	quarter,	eighth,	or	sixteenth.	The	dot	adds	half	of	the	note's	original	value,	changing	its	duration.	For	example,	a	whole	note
becomes	6	beats	long	when	dotted,	while	a	half	note	becomes	3	beats	long,	and	so	on.	Rests	also	represent	note	durations,	but	they're	the	absence	of	sound	rather	than	silence	itself.	We	use	rests	to	give	instrumentalists	a	break	from	playing,	no	matter	how	short	it	is.	

Reward	certificates	recognize	students'	achievements.	Practice	counting	basic	note	lengths	by	saying	"la"	while	keeping	up	the	counting	in	your	head.	Start	with	a	whole	note	that	spans	the	entire	measure,	then	move	on	to	half	notes,	quarter	notes,	and	eighth	notes.	

Reward	certificates	recognize	students'	achievements.	Practice	counting	basic	note	lengths	by	saying	"la"	while	keeping	up	the	counting	in	your	head.	Start	with	a	whole	note	that	spans	the	entire	measure,	then	move	on	to	half	notes,	quarter	notes,	and	eighth	notes.	For	smaller	notes	like	sixteenth	notes,	divide	the	measure	into	even	pieces	and
practice	saying	"1-e-and-a,	2-e-and-a,	3-e-and-a,	4-e-and-a."	Remember	to	keep	the	numbers	even	using	a	metronome	or	tapping	your	foot.	Understand	what	a	dot	means	in	music	notation.	A	small	dot	after	a	note	increases	its	length	by	50%.	For	example,	a	half	note	becomes	three	beats	long	with	a	dot,	while	a	quarter	note	takes	1.5	beats	with	a	dot.	
Practice	triplets,	which	are	groups	of	three	notes	that	fit	into	one	beat.	This	can	be	tricky,	but	vocalizing	syllables	like	"e-and"	can	help	you	get	the	hang	of	it.	Remember	to	keep	the	numbers	even	using	a	metronome	or	tapping	your	foot.	When	you	see	a	fermata	symbol	(),	know	that	the	note	can	be	held	for	as	long	as	you	like,	regardless	of	what	the
music	says.	If	you're	performing	with	an	ensemble,	the	director	will	determine	how	long	to	hold	it,	but	if	you're	playing	solo,	consider	the	length	in	advance	and	listen	to	recordings	of	your	piece	if	you're	unsure.	Find	the	time	signature	at	the	top	left-hand	corner	of	a	piece	of	music.	The	first	number	indicates	the	number	of	beats	in	a	measure,	while
the	second	number	is	which	note	value	gets	the	beat.	For	example,	4/4	means	there	are	four	beats	in	a	measure	and	the	quarter	note	gets	the	beat.	In	musical	notation,	the	bottom	number	tells	you	which	type	of	note	gets	the	beat.	For	example,	if	it's	4/4	time,	that	means	there	are	four	beats	in	a	measure	and	a	quarter	note	gets	the	beat.	This	changes
the	count:	instead	of	counting	1-2-3-4,	you'd	say	1-2,	1-2,	or	even	1-2-3,	depending	on	the	rhythm.	A	waltz	is	always	danced	to	music	set	in	3/4	time.	That	means	there	are	three	quarter	notes	in	a	measure,	and	counting	it	out	would	be	"1-2-3"	in	your	head.	Practice	with	a	song	like	"Christmas	Waltz,"	which	has	lyrics	that	mention	its	waltzy	rhythm.
Other	less	common	time	signatures	can	be	tricky	to	count.	The	top	number	tells	you	how	many	beats	are	in	a	measure,	while	the	bottom	number	indicates	what	type	of	note	gets	the	beat.	For	example,	6/8	meter	is	similar	to	a	waltz,	but	with	two	groups	of	three	beats	each.	Beat	1	is	always	the	strongest.	Practice	counting	along	with	music	by
emphasizing	the	odd	numbers:	"ONE-two-THREE-four-FIVE-six."	This	helps	you	get	a	feel	for	the	rhythm	and	emphasizes	where	each	half	note	begins.	Listening	to	music	in	different	time	signatures	can	also	help	you	understand	how	it	contributes	to	the	overall	feel.	For	example,	marches	are	often	written	in	2/4	time	to	give	that	distinctive	"1-2,	1-2"
feeling.	Jazz	and	other	modern	music	might	use	unusual	time	signatures	like	13/8	or	5/4,	which	can	make	it	harder	to	count	but	also	more	interesting.	As	a	renowned	concert	pianist	and	expert	in	music	notation,	I'm	excited	to	share	with	you	the	secrets	of	understanding	musical	notes.	With	a	PhD	in	Piano	Performance	from	Yale	School	of	Music,	I've
had	the	privilege	of	performing	at	iconic	venues	like	Carnegie	Hall	and	others	across	the	globe.	In	this	article,	we'll	dive	into	the	world	of	musical	notes,	exploring	how	they	represent	different	note	lengths	and	values.	As	a	professional	musician,	I'm	often	asked	about	counting	music	notes,	so	let's	get	started!	Musical	notes	are	mathematically
calculated	to	convey	specific	information	about	the	structure	of	a	song	or	piece.	The	value	of	a	beat	depends	on	the	meter	of	the	piece,	which	can	vary	from	4/4	(four	beats	per	measure)	to	other	time	signatures.	Let's	take	a	closer	look	at	the	most	common	note	lengths:	*	Whole	notes:	4	beats	*	Half	notes:	2	beats	*	Quarter	notes:	1	beat	*	Eighth	notes:
1/2	of	a	beat	*	Sixteenth	notes:	1/4	of	a	beat	Notice	how	whole	notes	have	no	stem,	quarter	notes	don't	have	a	hollow	circle,	and	eighth	notes	have	one	hook	while	sixteenth	notes	have	two.	This	notation	system	allows	us	to	read	sheet	music	with	ease.	As	you	begin	your	musical	journey,	remember	that	understanding	note	lengths	is	crucial	for	reading
and	playing	music	sheets	accurately.	With	practice	and	patience,	you'll	be	counting	like	a	pro	in	no	time!	But	what	about	3/4	notes?	Yes,	they	exist!	However,	instead	of	a	dedicated	symbol,	we	represent	them	using	a	dot.	This	dot	is	actually	a	dedicated	symbol	–	it's	a	dotted	half	note	with	an	upward	stem.	When	added	to	any	note,	the	dot	increases	its
value	by	half.	We	can	add	dots	to	any	note	type:	whole,	half,	quarter,	eighth,	or	sixteenth.	The	dot	adds	half	of	the	note's	original	value,	changing	its	duration.	For	example,	a	whole	note	becomes	6	beats	long	when	dotted,	while	a	half	note	becomes	3	beats	long,	and	so	on.	Rests	also	represent	note	durations,	but	they're	the	absence	of	sound	rather
than	silence	itself.	We	use	rests	to	give	instrumentalists	a	break	from	playing,	no	matter	how	short	it	is.	
Now	that	we've	covered	symbol	durations,	let's	explore	the	staff	–	the	5	lines	and	spaces	in	sheet	music	that	represent	musical	keys/pitches.	Again,	we	see	half	notes	cutting	out	just	before	the	next	note	comes	in,	as	their	note	length	doesn't	exceed	two	beats.	You	might	notice	a	pattern	developing	here	too.	These	are	called	half	notes	because	one	note
fills	two	beats	out	of	four!	The	image	shows	an	eighth	note,	while	one	quarter	note	is	worth	two	eighth	notes,	so	it	takes	eight	1/8th	notes	to	fill	a	bar	of	four	beats.	On	our	4/4	time	signature	staff,	we	see	eight	notes	that	look	like	quarter	notes	joined	together.	These	are	actually	eighth	notes,	connected	by	"beams".	The	beam,	used	on	eighth	and
sixteenth	notes,	is	exclusive	to	these	note	lengths.	Beams	make	it	easier	to	read	sheet	music,	as	they	group	together	often-written	notes.	We	only	beam	eighth	and	sixteenth	notes	in	groups	of	four,	as	reading	more	notes	becomes	complicated.	However,	groups	of	two	and	three	are	acceptable.	Eight	notes	are	beamed	by	one	line,	while	sixteenth	notes
have	two	lines.	Sixteenth	notes	differ	from	eighth	notes	with	an	additional	beam	and	tail.	
Two	beams	and	tails	allow	quick	identification	between	these	notes.	One	eighth	note	is	worth	two	sixteenth	notes,	so	to	fill	four	beats	you'd	need	16	sixteenth	notes	–	that's	why	we	call	them	1/16th	notes.	Now	that	you	can	identify	different	notes	and	rest	symbols,	let's	discuss	the	staff	itself	and	how	everything	works	together.	The	F	clef	is	called	the
bass	clef	because	it	represents	the	note	F	below	middle	C.	The	combination	of	treble	and	bass	clefs	covers	the	range	of	human	voice	and	instruments,	with	each	sitting	on	a	clef	depending	on	its	pitch.	



Music	Cut-and-Glue	(Intermediate)	Students	cut	out	music	symbols	and	glue	them	next	to	the	correct	words,	learning	notes	up	to	sixteenth	notes	and	whole	rests	up	to	sixteenighth	rests	for	grades	2nd-4th.	Music	Cut-and-Glue	(Advanced)	FREE	Students	cut	out	music	symbols	and	glue	them	next	to	the	correct	words,	learning	various	musical
elements	like	staff,	common	time,	repeat	bar,	sharp,	and	flat	for	grades	3rd-5th.	Students	can	use	manipulative	matching	games	to	match	music	symbol	cards	with	word	cards	or	color	notes	according	to	a	key	to	reveal	a	mystery	picture.	Goal	charts	record	daily	practice	minutes,	while	goal	worksheets	track	progress.	Reward	certificates	recognize
students'	achievements.	Practice	counting	basic	note	lengths	by	saying	"la"	while	keeping	up	the	counting	in	your	head.	

Practice	counting	basic	note	lengths	by	saying	"la"	while	keeping	up	the	counting	in	your	head.	Start	with	a	whole	note	that	spans	the	entire	measure,	then	move	on	to	half	notes,	quarter	notes,	and	eighth	notes.	For	smaller	notes	like	sixteenth	notes,	divide	the	measure	into	even	pieces	and	practice	saying	"1-e-and-a,	2-e-and-a,	3-e-and-a,	4-e-and-a."
Remember	to	keep	the	numbers	even	using	a	metronome	or	tapping	your	foot.	Understand	what	a	dot	means	in	music	notation.	A	small	dot	after	a	note	increases	its	length	by	50%.	For	example,	a	half	note	becomes	three	beats	long	with	a	dot,	while	a	quarter	note	takes	1.5	beats	with	a	dot.	Practice	triplets,	which	are	groups	of	three	notes	that	fit	into
one	beat.	This	can	be	tricky,	but	vocalizing	syllables	like	"e-and"	can	help	you	get	the	hang	of	it.	Remember	to	keep	the	numbers	even	using	a	metronome	or	tapping	your	foot.	When	you	see	a	fermata	symbol	(),	know	that	the	note	can	be	held	for	as	long	as	you	like,	regardless	of	what	the	music	says.	If	you're	performing	with	an	ensemble,	the	director
will	determine	how	long	to	hold	it,	but	if	you're	playing	solo,	consider	the	length	in	advance	and	listen	to	recordings	of	your	piece	if	you're	unsure.	Find	the	time	signature	at	the	top	left-hand	corner	of	a	piece	of	music.	The	first	number	indicates	the	number	of	beats	in	a	measure,	while	the	second	number	is	which	note	value	gets	the	beat.	For
example,	4/4	means	there	are	four	beats	in	a	measure	and	the	quarter	note	gets	the	beat.	In	musical	notation,	the	bottom	number	tells	you	which	type	of	note	gets	the	beat.	For	example,	if	it's	4/4	time,	that	means	there	are	four	beats	in	a	measure	and	a	quarter	note	gets	the	beat.	This	changes	the	count:	instead	of	counting	1-2-3-4,	you'd	say	1-2,	1-2,
or	even	1-2-3,	depending	on	the	rhythm.	A	waltz	is	always	danced	to	music	set	in	3/4	time.	That	means	there	are	three	quarter	notes	in	a	measure,	and	counting	it	out	would	be	"1-2-3"	in	your	head.	Practice	with	a	song	like	"Christmas	Waltz,"	which	has	lyrics	that	mention	its	waltzy	rhythm.	Other	less	common	time	signatures	can	be	tricky	to	count.
The	top	number	tells	you	how	many	beats	are	in	a	measure,	while	the	bottom	number	indicates	what	type	of	note	gets	the	beat.	For	example,	6/8	meter	is	similar	to	a	waltz,	but	with	two	groups	of	three	beats	each.	Beat	1	is	always	the	strongest.	Practice	counting	along	with	music	by	emphasizing	the	odd	numbers:	"ONE-two-THREE-four-FIVE-six."
This	helps	you	get	a	feel	for	the	rhythm	and	emphasizes	where	each	half	note	begins.	Listening	to	music	in	different	time	signatures	can	also	help	you	understand	how	it	contributes	to	the	overall	feel.	For	example,	marches	are	often	written	in	2/4	time	to	give	that	distinctive	"1-2,	1-2"	feeling.	Jazz	and	other	modern	music	might	use	unusual	time
signatures	like	13/8	or	5/4,	which	can	make	it	harder	to	count	but	also	more	interesting.	As	a	renowned	concert	pianist	and	expert	in	music	notation,	I'm	excited	to	share	with	you	the	secrets	of	understanding	musical	notes.	With	a	PhD	in	Piano	Performance	from	Yale	School	of	Music,	I've	had	the	privilege	of	performing	at	iconic	venues	like	Carnegie
Hall	and	others	across	the	globe.	In	this	article,	we'll	dive	into	the	world	of	musical	notes,	exploring	how	they	represent	different	note	lengths	and	values.	As	a	professional	musician,	I'm	often	asked	about	counting	music	notes,	so	let's	get	started!	Musical	notes	are	mathematically	calculated	to	convey	specific	information	about	the	structure	of	a	song
or	piece.	The	value	of	a	beat	depends	on	the	meter	of	the	piece,	which	can	vary	from	4/4	(four	beats	per	measure)	to	other	time	signatures.	
Let's	take	a	closer	look	at	the	most	common	note	lengths:	*	Whole	notes:	4	beats	*	Half	notes:	2	beats	*	Quarter	notes:	1	beat	*	Eighth	notes:	1/2	of	a	beat	*	Sixteenth	notes:	1/4	of	a	beat	Notice	how	whole	notes	have	no	stem,	quarter	notes	don't	have	a	hollow	circle,	and	eighth	notes	have	one	hook	while	sixteenth	notes	have	two.	This	notation	system
allows	us	to	read	sheet	music	with	ease.	As	you	begin	your	musical	journey,	remember	that	understanding	note	lengths	is	crucial	for	reading	and	playing	music	sheets	accurately.	With	practice	and	patience,	you'll	be	counting	like	a	pro	in	no	time!	But	what	about	3/4	notes?	Yes,	they	exist!	However,	instead	of	a	dedicated	symbol,	we	represent	them
using	a	dot.	This	dot	is	actually	a	dedicated	symbol	–	it's	a	dotted	half	note	with	an	upward	stem.	When	added	to	any	note,	the	dot	increases	its	value	by	half.	We	can	add	dots	to	any	note	type:	whole,	half,	quarter,	eighth,	or	sixteenth.	
The	dot	adds	half	of	the	note's	original	value,	changing	its	duration.	For	example,	a	whole	note	becomes	6	beats	long	when	dotted,	while	a	half	note	becomes	3	beats	long,	and	so	on.	Rests	also	represent	note	durations,	but	they're	the	absence	of	sound	rather	than	silence	itself.	We	use	rests	to	give	instrumentalists	a	break	from	playing,	no	matter	how
short	it	is.	Now	that	we've	covered	symbol	durations,	let's	explore	the	staff	–	the	5	lines	and	spaces	in	sheet	music	that	represent	musical	keys/pitches.	Again,	we	see	half	notes	cutting	out	just	before	the	next	note	comes	in,	as	their	note	length	doesn't	exceed	two	beats.	You	might	notice	a	pattern	developing	here	too.	These	are	called	half	notes
because	one	note	fills	two	beats	out	of	four!	The	image	shows	an	eighth	note,	while	one	quarter	note	is	worth	two	eighth	notes,	so	it	takes	eight	1/8th	notes	to	fill	a	bar	of	four	beats.	On	our	4/4	time	signature	staff,	we	see	eight	notes	that	look	like	quarter	notes	joined	together.	These	are	actually	eighth	notes,	connected	by	"beams".	The	beam,	used	on
eighth	and	sixteenth	notes,	is	exclusive	to	these	note	lengths.	
Beams	make	it	easier	to	read	sheet	music,	as	they	group	together	often-written	notes.	We	only	beam	eighth	and	sixteenth	notes	in	groups	of	four,	as	reading	more	notes	becomes	complicated.	However,	groups	of	two	and	three	are	acceptable.	
Eight	notes	are	beamed	by	one	line,	while	sixteenth	notes	have	two	lines.	Sixteenth	notes	differ	from	eighth	notes	with	an	additional	beam	and	tail.	Two	beams	and	tails	allow	quick	identification	between	these	notes.	One	eighth	note	is	worth	two	sixteenth	notes,	so	to	fill	four	beats	you'd	need	16	sixteenth	notes	–	that's	why	we	call	them	1/16th	notes.
Now	that	you	can	identify	different	notes	and	rest	symbols,	let's	discuss	the	staff	itself	and	how	everything	works	together.	The	F	clef	is	called	the	bass	clef	because	it	represents	the	note	F	below	middle	C.	The	combination	of	treble	and	bass	clefs	covers	the	range	of	human	voice	and	instruments,	with	each	sitting	on	a	clef	depending	on	its	pitch.
Using	both	clefs	makes	writing	and	reading	sheet	music	easier.	Notes	above	or	on	the	middle	ledger	line	have	downward	stems	to	avoid	breaching	the	staff.	The	difference	between	stem	directions	is	just	for	neatness,	ensuring	notes	don't	overlap.	With	the	sampling	revolution	in	popularity,	producers	can	break	norms	and	open	up	new	sound	design
possibilities.	Mixxed	offers	a	premium	sample	subscription	service	with	a	growing	catalogue	of	loops,	one-shots,	and	sound	effects	accessible	for	less	than	$3	a	month.	Sign	up	today	to	find	your	unique	sound!


