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Jeff	taylor	the	falls	church	episcopal

In	a	concerning	revelation,	The	Falls	Church	Anglican	church	in	Virginia	faced	allegations	of	covering	up	sexual	abuse	committed	by	former	youth	pastor	Jeff	Taylor	between	1990	and	1999.	A	detailed	investigation	by	law	firm	Isler	Dare	uncovered	that	Taylor	had	abused	three	boys,	two	of	whom	were	just	13	years	old	at	the	time,	engaging	in	covert
grooming	behaviors	like	massages,	"nut-smacking,"	and	wrestling.	Despite	a	complaint	filed	as	early	as	2007	from	one	of	the	victims,	it	wasn't	until	September	2023	that	the	church	initiated	an	investigation	following	parental	complaints	to	a	bishop	about	TFCA's	lack	of	response.	The	findings	were	shared	with	the	congregation	in	October	2023,
leading	to	widespread	concern.	Yates	investigated	allegation	against	former	teacher,	but	others	say	more	needs	to	be	done.	Report	claims	another	victim	died	due	to	Taylor's	abuse.	Parents	of	victims	told	new	bishop	about	allegations,	leading	to	investigation	and	TFCA	reporting	abuses	to	law	enforcement.	However,	some	are	criticizing	the
investigation	for	not	going	far	enough.	Failed	you,	I	failed	you,	and	I	ask	your	forgiveness,”	he	said.	Taylor	worked	as	a	youth	minister	in	various	churches	from	Illinois	to	Georgia	in	the	1980s.	He	grew	close	to	TFCA	Rector	John	Yates,	who	urged	him	to	apply	for	the	youth	director	position	at	TFCA.	As	Taylor's	protégé,	he	had	little	oversight	and
quickly	expanded	the	Cornerstone	youth	program,	often	taking	students	on	overnight	trips.	However,	these	trips	sometimes	involved	sharing	a	bed	with	boys	he	sexually	abused,	according	to	the	report.	Taylor	continued	his	ministry,	moving	into	adult	leadership	at	TFCA	before	leaving	for	The	Church	of	the	Apostles	in	Atlanta.	After	learning	of
"inappropriate	conduct"	by	Taylor,	The	Church	of	the	Apostles	asked	him	to	leave,	citing	his	unwillingness	to	follow	their	zero-tolerance	policy.	Instead	of	reporting	any	abuse	claims,	they	entered	into	a	non-disparagement	agreement	with	Taylor.	Years	later,	when	Christ	Church	of	Atlanta	hired	Taylor	as	a	youth	minister	based	on	false	references,
they	were	unaware	of	his	history.	However,	The	Church	of	the	Apostles	has	since	reached	out	to	families	whose	children	were	in	Taylor's	program	to	investigate	potential	abuse	claims.	In	2013,	concerns	about	Taylor's	behavior	surfaced,	prompting	Christ	Church	of	Atlanta	to	restrict	him	from	working	with	kids	and	transferring	him	to	another
ministry	role.	Despite	this,	the	church	fired	Taylor	two	years	later	for	violating	the	imposed	restrictions	on	his	involvement	in	children's	ministries.	The	allegations	resurfaced	in	2021	when	a	parent	whose	son	had	been	affected	by	Taylor's	alleged	abuse	contacted	former	TFCA	Rector	Sam	Ferguson	and	informed	them	of	the	situation.	However,	due	to
indecision	among	leaders	about	whether	to	investigate	or	inform	other	parents,	the	matter	was	not	pursued	at	that	time.	It	wasn't	until	2023	that	the	frustrated	parents	took	matters	into	their	own	hands	by	contacting	the	new	DOMA	bishop,	who	then	initiated	an	investigation	through	Isler	Dare.	This	independent	investigator	was	granted	unfettered
access	to	witnesses	and	documents	during	the	inquiry.	The	report,	compiled	by	Isler	Dare,	a	company	specializing	in	employment-related	issues	such	as	discrimination	and	harassment	claims,	concluded	that	Taylor's	success	in	youth	ministry	had	a	profound	impact	on	the	perception	of	church	leaders.	The	investigation	revealed	that	even	high-
achieving	leaders	must	be	held	accountable	for	their	actions	to	ensure	both	their	own	spiritual	growth	and	the	safety	of	those	they	serve.	The	report	emphasized	that	accountability	is	crucial	for	the	well-being	of	leaders	as	well	as	the	congregations	they	serve.	It	highlighted	the	importance	of	scrutinizing	even	the	most	successful	individuals	within
church	leadership	roles,	not	just	to	protect	the	vulnerable	but	also	for	the	benefit	of	personal	sanctification	among	these	leaders	themselves.


