NAVCA Asks of Government 07 August 2024
Priority Issues that Need Immediate Advice and Engagement
We are working with members, creating space for them to share with others what action they are taking, and to learn from others’ experiences. We are pulling that together, but specifically need help and support to:

1. Offer guidance and support on how to corroborate information and ensure what is circulated is as accurate as it can be,  to avoid a vacuum filled with disinformation, provide (appropriate reassurance, and reduce community tensions where possible.
1. Immediate access to relatively small amounts of money to support clean up operations and other activity, as well as the convening, supporting and coordinating role the VCFSE is playing.  Reliance at the moment is on small scale private giving.
1. Provide clear guidance on keeping staff and volunteers safe when carrying out essential frontline work in communities, beyond the immediate clear up operations.
1. Share guidance on how to counter far right narratives within communities especially where this is hidden rather than overt. e.g. in Tamworth there had previously been little concern about the asylum hotel but commentary on local public social media sites indicated roughly half of respondents excused or supported the action to burn down the hotel. This is in contrast to other areas e.g. Sunderland where the narrative that nothing is done for local people only for refugees and incomers was previously known.
1. Connect with Local Resilience Forums: there is a lack of connection to the community organisations involved. The response is initially largely police led to the specific incidents at play as the racist violence is so extreme.  But community organisations and LIOs have a major role to play in these earlier stages and need to be involved to help with communication and accurate messaging. 
Future needs to build social cohesion that need to plan for now
· Recovery money needs to include small sums to facilitate community activities so people can feel they are doing something positive and help bring communities together.
· Ongoing training and support to combat erroneous racist / far right narratives in day-to-day work and conversations on the frontline in communities.
· It is essential that recovery plans are community led and connected into the grassroots, not effectively imposed by statutory authorities. Community participation through Local Resilience Forums will be key.
· Long-term investment in the VCFSE organisations that are always called upon at times of community crisis. Investment in emergency planning at local authority level supports the local authority to engage with the VCFSE but not the VCFSE to engage with the local authority and other partners. This needs to change.
· Funding for community activity in the medium to longer term. Our members are clear that a focal point to bring communities together is the key to cohesion.  Projects which enable that are often those cut at times of reduced public funding, and trust and strong relationships take time to build.


NAVCA 


Asks of Government 07 August 2024


 


Priority Issues that Need Immediate Advice and Engagement


 


We are working with members, creating space for them to share with others what action they 


are taking, and to learn from others’ experiences. We are pulling that together, but specifically 


need help and support to:


 


 


1.


 


Offer guidance and support on how to corroborate information and ensure what is 


circulated is as accurate as it can be, 


 


to avoid a vacuum filled with disinformation, provide 


(appropriate reassurance, and reduce community tensions where possible.


 


2.


 


Immediate access to relatively small amounts of money to support clean up operations and 


other activity, as well as the convening, supporting and coordinating role the VCFSE is 


playing.


 


 


Reliance at the moment is on small scale private giving.


 


3.


 


Provide clear guidance on keeping staff and volunteers safe when carrying out essential 


frontline work in communities, beyond the immediate clear up operations.


 


4.


 


Share guidance on how to counter far right narratives within communities especially where 


this is hidden rather than overt. e.g. in Tamworth there had previously been little concern 


about the asylum hotel but commentary on local public social media sites i


ndicated 


roughly half of respondents excused or supported the action to burn down the hotel. This is 


in contrast to other areas e.g. Sunderland where the narrative that nothing is done for local 


people only for refugees and incomers was previously known.


 


5.


 


Connect with Local Resilience Forums: there is a lack of connection to the community 


organisations involved. The response is initially largely police led to the specific incidents at 


play as the racist violence is so extreme.


 


 


But community organisations a


nd LIOs have a 


major role to play in these earlier stages and need to be involved to help with 


communication and accurate messaging. 


 


Future needs to build social cohesion that need to plan for now


 


·


 


Recovery money needs to include small sums to facilitate community activities so people 


can feel they are doing something positive and help bring communities together.


 


·


 


Ongoing training and support to combat erroneous racist / far right narratives in day


-


to


-


day 


work and conversations on the frontline in communities.


 


·


 


It is essential that recovery plans are community led and connected into the grassroots, not 


effectively imposed by statutory authorities. Community 


participation through Local 


Resilience Forums will be key.


 


·


 


Long


-


term investment in the VCFSE organisations that are always called upon at times of 


community crisis. Investment in emergency planning at local authority level supports the 


local authority to engage with the VCFSE but not the VCFSE to engage with the l


ocal 


authority and other partners. This needs to change.


 


·


 


Funding for community activity in the medium to longer term. Our members are clear that a 


focal point to bring communities together is the key to cohesion.


 


 


Projects which enable that 


are often those cut at times of reduced public funding, and trust and st


rong relationships 


take time to build.


 


 




NAVCA  Asks of Government 07 August 2024   Priority Issues that Need Immediate Advice and Engagement   We are working with members, creating space for them to share with others what action they  are taking, and to learn from others’ experiences. We are pulling that together, but specifically  need help and support to:     1.   Offer guidance and support on how to corroborate information and ensure what is  circulated is as accurate as it can be,    to avoid a vacuum filled with disinformation, provide  (appropriate reassurance, and reduce community tensions where possible.   2.   Immediate access to relatively small amounts of money to support clean up operations and  other activity, as well as the convening, supporting and coordinating role the VCFSE is  playing.     Reliance at the moment is on small scale private giving.   3.   Provide clear guidance on keeping staff and volunteers safe when carrying out essential  frontline work in communities, beyond the immediate clear up operations.   4.   Share guidance on how to counter far right narratives within communities especially where  this is hidden rather than overt. e.g. in Tamworth there had previously been little concern  about the asylum hotel but commentary on local public social media sites i ndicated  roughly half of respondents excused or supported the action to burn down the hotel. This is  in contrast to other areas e.g. Sunderland where the narrative that nothing is done for local  people only for refugees and incomers was previously known.   5.   Connect with Local Resilience Forums: there is a lack of connection to the community  organisations involved. The response is initially largely police led to the specific incidents at  play as the racist violence is so extreme.     But community organisations a nd LIOs have a  major role to play in these earlier stages and need to be involved to help with  communication and accurate messaging.    Future needs to build social cohesion that need to plan for now      Recovery money needs to include small sums to facilitate community activities so people  can feel they are doing something positive and help bring communities together.      Ongoing training and support to combat erroneous racist / far right narratives in day - to - day  work and conversations on the frontline in communities.      It is essential that recovery plans are community led and connected into the grassroots, not  effectively imposed by statutory authorities. Community  participation through Local  Resilience Forums will be key.      Long - term investment in the VCFSE organisations that are always called upon at times of  community crisis. Investment in emergency planning at local authority level supports the  local authority to engage with the VCFSE but not the VCFSE to engage with the l ocal  authority and other partners. This needs to change.      Funding for community activity in the medium to longer term. Our members are clear that a  focal point to bring communities together is the key to cohesion.     Projects which enable that  are often those cut at times of reduced public funding, and trust and st rong relationships  take time to build.    

