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How should i read the game of thrones books

George R.R. Martin's Game of Thrones and its prequel House of the Dragon are rooted in his imagination, earning him the nickname "the American Tolkien" from Time magazine. Martin began crafting the stories of the Houses vying for the Iron Throne of the Seven Kingdoms in the Nineties. The books' impact on the fantasy genre is undeniable,
deconstructing traditional tropes and story beats. Despite initial marketing efforts to downplay the series as un-fantasy-like, the A Song of Ice and Fire saga's essence remains firmly rooted in high fantasy. The reading guide for the series consists of five major books: A Game of Thrones (1996), A Clash of Kings (1998), A Storm of Swords (2000), A
Feast for Crows (2005), and A Dance with Dragons (2011). Two more books are planned, The Winds of Winter and A Dream of Spring, which have become an inside joke among fans. The series covers the story seen on Game of Thrones from Robert Baratheon's visit to Winterfell to ask Eddard Stark to take up the Hand of the King, stopping roughly
around the fifth season. Martin has stated that his book endings will differ from Season 8's conclusion, a relief for many fans. Beyond the core books, Martin's works and novellas continue to shape the fantasy genre, defying typical expectations and embracing dragons, prophecies, monsters, and magic in their own right. I'm stoked to be a Targaryen
fan since I adore flawed and intriguing rulers who might just ride dragons! To expand on the Westeros history, let's dive into the pre-Robert's Rebellion era when the Targaryen kings ruled the Iron Throne. The collection of novellas "Tales of Dunk and Egg" is a great starting point, featuring "The Hedge Knight" from 1998, "The Sworn Sword" in 2003,
and "The Mystery Knight" in 2010. These stories follow knight Ser Duncan the Tall and his squire "Egg," who's actually Prince Aegon Targaryen, Daenerys's great-grandfather. Another notable novella is "The Sons of the Dragon," published in 2017, which explores the sons of Aegon the Conqueror, including Kings Aenys I and Maegor I. We also have
"The Princess and the Queen" (2013), "The Blacks and the Greens" (2014), and "The Rogue Prince" (2014) that delve into House of the Dragon territory, focusing on Rhaenyra Targaryen, Alicent Hightower, and Daemon Targaryen before the Dance of the Dragons. These characters are now familiar to viewers of HBO's House of the Dragon. These
works were later included as chapters in "Fire & Blood" (2018), a comprehensive chronicle of the history of House Targaryen from the Conquest to Robert's Rebellion. The project is split into two volumes, with the second volume still pending. As it stands, Fire & Blood cuts off shortly after the end of the Dance of the Dragons. I'd also recommend "The
World of Ice and Fire" as a companion book that provides descriptions of Westeros' parts, noble families, cities, and peoples of Essos. It's more of a reference guide than a plot contributor, but it's useful for new readers to keep track of names and locations. Now, what order should you read all these novels, novellas, guides, and more? You can start
with the five "A Song of Ice and Fire" books as an introduction to the world and characters. Once you're done, move on to "Fire & Blood" and explore the Targaryens, including the three Dunk & Egg novellas. You can place "The World of Ice and Fire" anywhere in this order, but it's best to wait until you're a couple of books into ASOIAF so you're
already familiar with the world. Given article text here 1. A Game of Thrones 2. The Tales of Dunk & Egg: The Hedge Knight 3. A Clash of Kings 4. A Storm of Swords 5. The Tales of Dunk & Egg: The Sworn Sword 6. A Feast for Crows 7. The Tales of Dunk & Egg: The Mystery Knight 8. Fire & Blood 9. A Dance with Dragons Reading the books in
chronological order is optional, as you can also read them according to their publication date, which might be more suitable for fans interested in the Song of Ice and Fire storyline, starting with A Game of Thrones. The complete book order by publication date is: A Game of Thrones (1996), The Hedge Knight (1998), A Clash of Kings (1999), A Storm
of Swords (2000), The Sworn Sword (2003), A Feast for Crows (2005), The Mystery Knight (2010), A Dance with Dragons (2011), The Princess and the Queen (2013), The Rogue Prince (2014), The Sons of the Dragon (2017), Fire and Blood (2018), and the upcoming The Winds of Winter and A Dream of Spring. The Game of Thrones series, A Song of
Ice and Fire, is the foundation of the GOT universe and the basis for the TV show, consisting of seven main books, with five already published, as well as six novellas and three companion books. The first novel introduces the conspiracy to overthrow King Robert Baratheon, told through multiple perspectives, including Eddard Stark, Catelyn Stark,
Sansa Stark, Arya Stark, Bran Stark, Jon Snow, Tyrion Lannister, and Daenerys Targaryen. The War of the Five Kings continues in the next installment, focusing on the Lannisters, Jon's journey beyond the Wall, and Daenerys' rise to power. The third novel concludes the War of the Five Kings, with Daenerys taking leadership and the Stark children
embarking on separate adventures. A Feast for Crows is complementary to A Dance with Dragons, covering different characters and regions, such as King's Landing, the Iron Islands, and Dorne. A Dance with Dragons fills in the missing POV chapters from A Feast of Crows and introduces a new claimant to the Iron Throne. The upcoming novels, The
Winds of Winter and A Dream of Spring, will continue the story. Martin has also written novellas that expand the GOT world, including historical accounts like The Princess and the Queen and The Rogue Prince, as well as anecdotal stories like The Hedge Knight and The Sworn Sword. The Dunk and Egg series consists of short novellas depicting the
adventures of Ser Duncan the Tall and Aegon V Targaryen, with three published so far: The Hedge Knight, The Sworn Sword, and The Mystery Knight. Martin's standalone pieces, such as the three listed novellas, further expand the GOT universe. The House Targaryen's chapters have been included in Fire & Blood, allowing readers to access them all
at once. Unlike the companion books, which feature existing GOT novels/novellas with some new content, these collections focus on their own unique stories. The Dunk and Egg novellas are a collection of The Hedge Knight, The Sworn Sword, and The Mystery Knight, while Fire and Blood offers an in-depth look at House Targaryen's history with
original chapters added to repackaged novellas. The World of Ice and Fire serves as a comprehensive guide to the GOT universe.
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