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THE 1917 CODE OF CANON LAW IN ENGLISH TRANSLATION WITH EXTENSIVE SCHOLARLY APPARATUS Foreword by Most Rev. John J. Myers, S.T.L., ].D., J.C.D. Dr. Edward N. Peters, Curator Ignatius Press, San Francisco Latin edition: Codex Iuris Canonici, Pii X Pontificis Maximi, iussu digestus; Benedicti Papae XV, auctoritate promulgatus.
Praefatione, fontium annotatione et indice analytico-alphabetico ab emo Petro Card. Gasparri, auctus. Published by P.J. Kennedy & Sons, New York, 1918 Cover design by Roxanne Mei Lum © 2001 Ignatius Press, San Francisco All rights reserved ISBN 978-0-89870-831-8 Library of Congress control number 00-109336 CONTENTS Foreword
Curator’s Introduction Researching the 1917 Code in English Acknowledgments Illustrations Preface [to the 1917 Code, by Pietro Cardinal Gasparri] Apostolic Constitution Providentissima Mater Ecclesia , by Pope Benedict XV, 27 May 1917 [by which the 1917 Code of Canon Law was promulgated] Motu Proprio of Benedict XV Cum Iuris Canonici ,
15 September 1917 [by which the pontifical commission for the official interpretation of the 1917 Code was established] Profession of the Catholic Faith [used in accord with 1917 CIC 1406] THE CODE OF CANON LAW First Book: General Norms C ANONS 1 - 86 TITLE 1: On ecclesiastical laws TITLE 2: On custom TITLE 3: On computation of time
TITLE 4: On rescripts TITLE 5: On privileges TITLE 6: On dispensations Second Book: On Persons C ANONS 87 - 725 FIRST PART — On clerics Section 1 — On clerics in general TITLE 1: On the ascription of clerics to a given diocese TITLE 2: On the rights and privileges of clerics TITLE 3: On the obligations of clerics TITLE 4: On ecclesiastical office
On pastoral leaders, chapters 10 and 11 discuss parochial vicars and rectors of churches. The second part explores religious titles, including the establishment and suppression of institutes, provinces, and houses. The following sections delve into governance: chapter 1 discusses superiors and chapters, while chapter 2 covers confessors and
chaplains. Chapter 3 handles temporal goods and their administration. Other topics include admission to a religious institute (chapter 1), postulancy (chapter 1), the novitiate (article 1 and 2), and novice formation (chapter 2). Additionally, chapters 3 and 4 cover religious profession and obligations. The code also outlines the course of studies in
clerical institutes and the privileges and obligations of religious. In 1904, Italian bishops issued the decree "Arduum sane munus", urging Pope Pius IX to establish a code of canon law during Vatican I. The document stated that drafting such a code would be a difficult task, but one worthy of the pontiff's authority. In May 1917, Pope Benedict XV
promulgated "Providentissima Mater", establishing an office for the codification of canon law. Two months later, on July 27, 1917, he issued another decree, "Cum Iuris Canonici", which further outlined plans for a comprehensive code. On September 15, 1917, this initial draft was promulgated as the first part of the Code of Canon Law, with a follow-
up decree, "Durante il Concilio Vaticano I" in Italian and Latin text referencing the event where the Pope asked to proceed with drafting the codex of law, after which the final version of the code was released in 1917.



