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For  34 years ,  NLWS has been dedicated to support ing wi ld l i fe  in  need.  Each year ,  the 
demand for  our  serv ices grows,  and thanks to  our  incredib le  volunteers ,  supporters ,  and 
staf f ,  our  capaci ty  to  ass ist  cont inues to  expand.  Whether  responding to  natura l  d isasters  
l i ke  wi ldf i res  and droughts  or  address ing human -caused chal lenges such as vehic le  and 
t ra in  col l is ions ,  habi tat  d isp lacement  due to  construct ion ,  and other  envi ronmental  
impacts ,  we remain steadfast  in  our  commitment  to  protect ing those who cannot  speak for  
themselves .
I  am deeply  gratefu l  for  the unwaver ing support  we received in  2024 ,  which enabled us to  
provide care  for  wi ld l i fe  in  a  part icular ly  chal lenging year .  With  124 b lack bears  re leased 
back into the wi ld  and r is ing operat ional  costs ,  your  generosi ty  and dedicat ion were 
invaluable .  You are  our  heroes —ensur ing that  no animal  was le f t  behind .
Whi le  intake numbers were lower  in  2024 ,  we faced new chal lenges as ne ighbor ing 
developments threatened our  long -standing moose ,  deer ,  and e lk  rehabi l i tat ion program,  
ra is ing concerns about  our  abi l i ty  to  accept  ungulates in  2025 .  However ,  in  t rue NLWS spi r i t ,  
our  team came together  once again .  I t  i s  wi th  immense grat i tude that  I  share the exc i t ing 
news:  a  new faci l i ty  wi l l  be  bui l t  in  2025 ,  secur ing the future  of  these vulnerable  calves and 
fawns.
Thank you for  be ing an integral  part  of  th is  ext raordinary community .  Together ,  we are  
making a tangib le  d i f ference —one successfu l  re lease at  a  t ime.  Our  post -re lease 
monitor ing conf i rms that  the animals  we rehabi l i tate are  not  only  g iven a second chance 
but  are  thr iv ing in  the i r  natura l  habi tats .
Your  cont inued support  is  the foundat ion of  our  miss ion ,  and we look forward to  another  
year  of  protect ing and advocat ing for  wi ld l i fe  in  need.

Angel ika Langen
Founder  and Execut ive  Di rector

LETTER FROM THE 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR



SHELTER 
OVERVIEW

To provide young injured and/or orphaned wildlife 

with a safe and healthy environment.1.

To mature our wards into adulthood, upon which 

they are released back to the wild.2.

To educate the public about wildlife needs and what 

threatens them and how we can take steps to avoid 

conflict and assist in peaceful coexistence.

3.

Provide on-going research to be compiled and 

shared with the public, educational 

facilities/students, government policy makers and 

other professionals.

4.

OUR MISSION
Provide a safe haven for  in jured and 

orphaned wi ldl i fe ,  promote education 
and conservation,  and foster  

coexistence between humans and 
wi ldl i fe .

OUR MANDATE

River Otter
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The Northern L ights  Wi ld l i fe  Society  (NLWS) depends on dedicated 
volunteers  to  rescue,  rehabi l i tate ,  and re lease in jured and 
orphaned wi ld l i fe .  Thei r  ef forts  are essent ia l  to  the shel ter ’s  
success .
Volunteers  help in  many ways .  They ass ist  wi th  animal  rescues ,  
t ransport  animals  safe ly ,  and support  food dr ives to  ensure a 
steady supply  of  nour ishment .  They also organize and part ic ipate 
in  fundrais ing events ,  ra is ing both money and awareness for  the 
shel ter ’s  miss ion .
This  year  alone,  our  volunteers  have contr ibuted over  6 , 0 0 0  hours  
of  thei r  t ime,  demonstrat ing thei r  incredible  commitment  to  wi ld l i fe  
conservat ion .  Thei r  dedicat ion and compassion make a huge 
impact ,  a l lowing the shel ter  to  cont inue saving animals  and giv ing 
them a second chance at  l i fe .  New volunteers  are always welcome 
to  jo in  th is  important  cause.

VOLUNTEERSYear- long volunteer James and former volunteer turned 

staff, Kim!

Moose rescue team, Houston BC



2021 2022 2023 2024

Black Bears 76 38 140 27

Grizzly Bears 0 2 - 4

Moose 4 4 4 3

Deer 6 4 3 7

Canids 8 4 3 6

SmallMammals 10 11 15 41

Each year ,  we face a var iety  of  new s i tuat ions and chal lenges 
in  wi ld l i fe  rewi ld ing.   There are  so many h ighs and lows,  but  in  
the overal l  our  successes are  what  keep our  staf f  and 
volunteers  going on the hard days .   The chart  be low shows 
total  intakes by species and year .  

MEASURING  
PROGRESS

HELP  FOR  HADES
In  ear ly  June of  2024 ,  the  wi ld l i fe  she l ter  rece ived a  report  of  
an orphaned cub in  Ne lson ,  B .C .  Images quick ly  ident i f ied a  
gr i zz ly  cub of  the  year ,  and a  conservat ion of f icer  sprang 
into  act ion .   Usual ly ,  we wait  for  reuni t ing opportuni t ies ,  but  
th is  cub’s  locat ion and body condit ion st rongly  indicated 
that  th is  cub t ru ly  was a lone .   

Af ter  a  quick and ef f ic ient  capture ,  
the cub was entrusted to a  NLWS 
volunteer ,  and h is  journey to  the 
shel ter  began.

Today,  Hades is  a l l  set  for  h is  re lease in  June 2025 .  He has 
grown into a  beaut i fu l ,  s t rong bear  wi th  a  qui rky at t i tude 
that  is  sure  to  he lp  h im adapt  to  h is  new,  wi ld  home.
Once he is  re leased,  he wi l l  be  t racked for  the f i rst  year  of  
f reedom. This  informat ion wi l l  contr ibute  to  the ongoing 
research program explor ing gr izz ly  rewi ld ing susta inabi l i ty .  
Hades wi l l  jo in  the ranks of  34 other  gr i zz l ies  that  NLWS has 
re leased and contr ibute  to  the development  of  future  gr i zz ly  
programs.      



Last  summer ,  amidst  a  f lur ry  of  124  re leases of  b lack bear  year l ing re leases across the province ,  
4 1  bears  in  Northern BC were f i t ted wi th  GPS col lars  as a  col laborat ive  project  between the 
Government  of  BC,  Univers i ty  of  V ictor ia  (UVic)  and NLWS.  These col lars  connect  to  sate l l i tes  and 
t ransmit  locat ion coordinates to  us every f ive  hours  unt i l  Fa l l  2025 ,  when they are  programmed to 
drop of f  the bears .  Th is  ensures col lars  won’t  get  too smal l  for  a  growing bear ’s  neck .  With  th is  
in format ion ,  we learn where these animals  go ,  what  landscape features they encounter ,  and how 
long they surv ive  once they are  back in  the i r  w i ld  home ranges.  A  UVic  master ’s  student ,  Emma 
Bia lobzysk i ,  w i l l  present  the resul ts  of  th is  research in  her  MSc thesis .  Th is  informat ion wi l l  he lp  us 
to  understand what  factors  enhance surv iva l  of  rehabi l i tated b lack bear  year l ings and improve 
our  rewi ld ing program.
 
Some bears have suf fered natura l  and human -caused morta l i ty ,  but  the vast  major i ty  remain 
a l ive .  Many bears  establ ished home ranges in  the v ic in i ty  of  the i r  re lease s i tes ,  whi le  others  have 
d ispersed away to  establ ish home ranges e lsewhere .  One cur ious bear ,  Dot ,  decided she wanted 
to  move –  and establ ished herse l f  in  a  remote mountain range 200km+ from her  re lease s i te !
From what  we know,  the remaining bears  wi th  col lars  have denned for  the winter .  Some of  our  
team were able  to  locate the den s i te  of  Kronk ,  who found a cozy cottonwood hol low to h ibernate 
over  the cold  months .
This  spr ing and summer ,  we wi l l  cont inue to  monitor  the movements of  the col lared bears  to  
learn more about  the i r  use of  habi tat  and surv iva l .  The 23  bears  set  for  re lease th is  year  wi l l  a lso 
be f i t ted wi th  col lars  upon re lease ,  so we can learn even more .

BLACK BEAR 
COLLARING PROGRAM

Black bear with GPS col lar Kim tracking a lost col lar Black Bear after release Emma releasing col lard cubs Collared Black Bear at Release



Inspiration to Go On

Northern L ights  Wi ld l i fe  Society  has spent  38 years 
rehabi l i tat ing moose,  inspi red by two orphaned 
calves .  Moose are f ragi le ,  requir ing specia l i zed 
care ,  inc luding a ta i lored mi lk  replacer  and 
protect ion f rom bacter ia l  infect ions .  Despi te  
chal lenges ,  NLWS has successfu l ly  ra ised and 
re leased many moose,  wi th  ev idence of  thei r  
surv ival  and reproduct ion .
However ,  changing local  dynamics have led to  
threats ,  w i th  some re leased moose being targeted 
by hunters .  To adapt ,  NLWS plans to  fence 10  acres 
for  secure browsing and acquire  a l ivestock t ra i ler  
to  t ransport  moose to safer  locat ions .  Th is  
st rategy is  v i ta l  as BC's  moose populat ions decl ine 
by 50-70% in  some areas.

MOOSE PROJECT

Project Overview

Revitalized

I t  has been a hard year  for  the 
moose program at  NLWS.  I l lness ,  
accidents and other  human factors  
brought  a lot  of  heartache and 
f rustrat ion to  the team.   L ike  many 
other  shel ters ,  we needed to take a 
moment to  re -evaluate th is  
program.   Was i t  t ru ly  worth the 
f ight?   In  those bleak days ,  fu l l  of  
hard quest ions ,  mother  nature 
made sure to  g ive us our  answer .   

wi ld born cal f  who 
were spotted in  
the neighborhood.  
I ts  a l l  the hope we 
need to face 
these new .  

Lef t ,  i s  a  p icture 
of  Claudette  
(2023)  Af ter  her  
return v is i t  to  the 
shel ter  in  late  fa l l  
of  2024.  R ight ,  see 
B i joux  (2018)  and 
her  

Moose calves at NLWS 2024



Although NLWS is  known for  bears  and moose ,  there  
are  many more cr i t ters  that  f ind refuge at  our  
faci l i t ies .   F rom the weasels ,  woodchucks and 
squir re ls  to  foxes ,  beavers  and otters ,  the shel ter  
supports  in jured and orphaned wi ld l i fe  in  a l l  mammal 
var iet ies .   unl ike other  shel ters ,  these smal ler  guest  
are a smal ler  percentages of  our  overal l  intake .  
Nevertheless ,  we st r ive  to  prov ide each species with  
the safe  haven to  grow and return to  the wi ld .   Each 
species has unique housing,  foraging and enr ichment 
needs ,  but  staf f  and volunteers  are  a lways up for  a  
new chal lenge and each species gets  the best  
poss ib le  care .  

SMALLER  
MAMMALS

Showcase  Species of 2024
Did you know that BC is home to two species of flying squirrel?  The Northern 
flying squirrel and the Humboldt's flying squirrel were once considered the 
same species but were officially separated in 2017.  Naturally found in 
coniferous forests, these shy mammals are rarely seen as they are primarily 
nocturnal.Northern Lights Wildlife Shelter has been home to several beautiful animals over the past 30 years.  Usually nesting 
in trees or other high-up spaces, flying squirrels can be knocked out of nests when there are high winds or when 
trees are cut down. At the shelter, there are some key elements that we need to consider in their care that few other 
guests ever require.  They need nesting spots away from the hustle and bustle during the day, and their health or 
behavior can only properly be assessed at night.  Ensuring that these reclusive individuals feel safe and can 
practice their natural habits means employing some night vision surveillance and a great deal of patience. 
When release rolls around, they benefit from a soft release program where they can access the safety of their 
enclosure at will and get supplemental feeding until they are ready to strike out on their own fully. Woodchuck at release



Open House 2024

Dawson’s Lights

Our year ly  open house on July  1st  was another  great  
success .   A  whopping 2635 v is i tors  made the t rek  to  
the shel ter  in  var iable  weather .  I t  was a wonderfu l  
day of  wi ld l i fe  educat ion and support !  

The annual  Dawson’s  L ights  Fundraiser  ran f rom 
November 24th to  December 22nd,  wi th  each $25 
donat ion adding a Chr istmas l ight  to  our  t ree of  
hope.    Th is  most ly  v i r tual  event  saw support  pour  in  
f rom around the wor ld and al lowed us to  put  _____ 
l ightbulbs on our  Chr istmas t ree .  

Giving Tuesday

The annual  Giv ing Tuesday appeal  centered around 
the need for  the new Moose faci l i ty .   NLWS staf f  was 
blown away by the response and is  prepar ing to  
break ground on the new faci l i ty  in  the summer!

Several  great  events  took p lace over  
the year  that  enabled us  to  fundraise 
for  our  programs and educate new 
people on wi ld l i fe  co -ex istence and 
rewi ld ing .

EVENTS AND 
FUNDRAISERS

Merchandise Sales 

NLWS sel ls  a var iety  of  goods throughout  the year ,  
inc luding calendars , , t -shi r ts ,  sweatshi r ts ,  hoodies 
and stuf f ies .   



In  ear ly  2024,  NLWS launched i ts  new “Bear the Responsibi l i ty”  
program.  Af ter  a dismal  year for  bears ,  we created a response to  
the increasing number of  bears enter ing towns and ci t ies in  Br i t ish  
Columbia.  Due to  human -related conf l icts ,  many bears were 
euthanized in  the fal l  of  2023 ,  leaving over  123 orphaned cubs in  
care.  NLWS proposes the fo l lowing act ions to  prevent  future 
conf l icts :
• Pr ivate Cit i zens:  Manage or  remove attractants l ike f ru i t  t rees ,  

garbage,  and bi rd seed,  which are the main reasons bears 
venture into towns.

• Corporate Buy-In :  Col laborate with  corporat ions at  var ious levels  
to  raise awareness and of fer  incent ives to  reduce bear 
attractants .

• Government Partners :  Gain municipal  support  to  enhance 
enforcement and develop incent ive programs.

NLWS is  st i l l  act ively  developing th is  program to reach more 
communit ies and create the recommended incent ive programs to 
make helping bears easy and af fordable .  

BEAR THE 
RESPONSIBILITY 

Booth at the Prince George and Smithers Trade Shows
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www.wildlifeshelter.com
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