
DEAR FRIENDS,
As I look back at our 2024-25 season, I am filled with gratitude and pride for all we’ve accomplished together. 
Our mainstage productions—Maria de Buenos Aires, Sweeney Todd, and Hansel & Gretel—drew standing 
ovations, packed houses, and record-breaking ticket sales. Beyond the stage, the third season of Wheels of 
Harmony, our innovative school tour, continued its mission of sharing Indigenous culture and music with 
young audiences across the region.

In addition to our mainstage and educational work, we’re proud to have expanded our community programs 
and partnerships. The Veterans Chorus continues to provide a meaningful space for camaraderie and service 
through song, while Hansel & Gretel offered professional performance experience for 20 youth choristers, 
deepening our commitment to the Youth Chorus. The Opera for All free ticket program made opera and 
musical theatre accessible to those who face financial barriers, reaffirming our commitment to making opera 
and musical theater a space for everyone. And along the way, we collaborated with no less than 12 community 
partners in performance, free public talks, and engagement opportunities.

None of this would be possible without you, our community of patrons, volunteers, and supporters. Thank you 
for showing up and for standing by our side. Take a look in the following pages to witness your impact! 

With gratitude,

Susan Miller, General Director
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This season our 16 mainstage performances 
brought a vibrant mix of opera and musical 
theatre to Montana. We welcomed over 
5,120 audience members, deepened 
community engagement, and inspired a 
broad range of patrons — from life-long 
opera lovers to first time theatre attendees! 
These mainstage productions remain 
central to our mission of community and 
collaboration through the arts. 

Wheels of Harmony is Opera Montana’s 
touring ensemble. These artists brought 
students together throughout the state to 
learn about Indigenous culture, music and 
traditional opera. Traveling over 1,353 miles, 
Wheels of Harmony educated 3,076 students 
in 35 performances around Montana. Through 
school visits and public concerts Wheels of 
Harmony fosters dialogue, celebrates cultural 
heritage, and expands access to the arts to 
mostly rural and tribal schools.   

Students served Teachers served Schools visited Miles traveled by artist educators

Students served with outreach 
performances and guest artist visits

Students involved in  
youth chorus

73
TOTAL

PERFORMANCES

16
Mainstage

Community
partnerships**

BY THE NUMBERS

Adult outreach events

HARMONY
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PRODUCTIONS
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35
Wheels of Harmony

8
Veterans Chorus

14
Community

PEOPLE SERVED

5,120
Mainstage

3,076
Wheels of Harmony

4,700
Veterans Chorus

1,720
Community

14,616

 PERFORMANCES

 AUDIENCES



The Opera Montana Veterans Chorus 
brings together local veterans in song, 
building community through shared 
musical expression. The chorus performs 
at commemorative events throughout the 
year, including Veterans Day, Memorial Day, 
and Independence Day. This season, the 
ensemble gave 8 performances — including 
appearances at Shakespeare in the Parks and 
the Bozeman Bucks game — reaching over 
4,700 people. Through music, the Veterans 
Chorus honors service, fosters camaraderie, 
and shares the voices of those who served 
with audiences across Montana.

Opera Montana’s Youth Chorus offers 
young singers the opportunity to 
perform alongside professional artists 
in fully staged productions. This season, 
over 20 children took the stage in our 
mainstage production of Hansel and 
Gretel and performed at our Block Party 
Event in August. Through this experience, 
participants gained valuable performance 
skills, built confidence, and developed 
a deeper connection to the performing 
arts. The Youth Chorus plays a vital role in 
nurturing the next generation of performers 
and arts supporters.

Opera/Musical Theatre For All is a 
new program designed to keep Opera 
Montana’s performances accessible to 
anyone who would like to see them, 
but finds the cost of a ticket prohibitive. 
This season, we provided 61 tickets 
for individuals and families to get the 
opportunity to experience the magic of 
live performance! This program reflects 
our commitment to inclusivity and our 
belief that opera and musical theatre 
should be experienced by all. 

CHORUS
VETERANS

FOR ALL
OPERA

YOUTH CHORUS
OPERA MONTANA

“Due to the OPERA FOR ALL 
program, I have been able 
to attend some wonderful 
performances, that I never 
would have been able to 
manage, with my tight, financial 
budget.

Also, I was able to introduce 
friends to the joys of opera, who 
had never previously attended. 
Now they, too, are lifetime fans.

Thanks again, so much.”

-Patrick O’Neil

Nathan Norby

Shawn Raeke

Opera Montana is proud to serve those who served by 
providing free voice and music lessons for members of 
the Veterans Chorus.



EXPENSES

Artist Fees 36%

Production (sets, costumes, venue rentals) 30%

Administration 19%

Fundraising Expense 10%

Marketing 5%

REVENUE
  Contributed revenue (individual and 
  business donors) 62%

Foundation and government grants 10%

Earned income (ticket sales, program ads) 28%

FINANCIALS

Total Revenue
$990,330

Total Expense
$982,431

$10,000 +
Anonymous (2)
Jeanie & Doug Badenoch
Jeffrey Barish & Elaine Best
Barnard Construction, Tim 

& Mary Barnard
Michael & Sharon Beehler
Diana Blank
Blue Spruce Charitable 

Trust
Diane Brawner
Gianforte Family 

Foundation
Josh & Ashley Cota
Freeman Family 

Foundation
Donald Gimbel
Jane & John Hodges
Ron Lerner
Robert & Sylvia Miller
Marilyn & Don Murdock
M.J. Murdock Charitable 

Trust
Marc Paffhausen
Chip & Lynn Rinehart
Rosenberry Charitable Term 

Trust
Karin Utzinger
Drs. Anne & Dennis Wentz
Janel Carino & Richard 

Wolff
Walter & Regina Wunsch
The Yellowstone Center 

for Faith, Adventure, and 
the Arts

$5,000-9,999
Bank of Bozeman
Roger & Noreen Breeding
Robyn & Orville Erlenbush, 

ERA Landmark Real 
Estate

Don & Signe Farris
Sidney E Frank Foundation
Gilhousen Family 

Foundation
John and Martha Kauffman
Marcia McCrum
Stephen Schachman & 

Ritva Porter
Dennis & Phyllis 

Washington Foundation

$1,000-4,999
Anonymous (3)
Applied Materials Foundation
B.W. Bastian Foundation
Creative West
Fred & Paula Deigert
Michael Delaney & Ileana 

Indreland
Catherine and Richard 

Dowdell
Nick Dowen
Gary Fee and Jo Burris
First Security Bank
Foundant Technologies
Walter & Rochelle Fleming
Emily Gadd, In Memory of 

Sydney Kurland
Corey Getchell & Kelsye Gould
Barbara & Jerome Glickman
Carol Guzman & Clyde Aspevig
Gary & Margaret Kachadurian
Carol Glenn & Sal Lalani
Jeff and Marlene Lerer
Rob & Lynn Maher
Wyvonne & Pat Martin
Susan Miller & Josh 

Mollenkamp
Wine Gallery
Barbara Pastine
Caroline Pierce
Tim & Trish Preheim
Cara Priem
Cheryl Ridgely
Mark Ringer & Christine 

Hrenya
Matt & Juli Rognlie
Thomas J. Scanlin
Joe Schumacher
David & Jane Spencer
Anonymous
Ed Stafman & Beth Lee
Stillwater Strategy Partners
Ray & Michele Stinnett
David & Rusty Swingle
Bea Taylor

Judy Tsiang
May Vaughan, in honor of 

Anne & Dennis Wentz
Julie Videon
Robert & Linda Vrooman, In 

Memory of Carol Jodar
Carter Walker
Rick & Jean Wentz
Richard & Janet Young

$500-999
Elizabeth & Pete Anthony
Yvonne Brutger & Dain 

Rodwell
Janet Bean-Dochnahl
Neil & Kathleen Bogue
Shirley Elliott
Edwin Folts & Judith Knuth 

Folts
Mary Karen Grande
Stephen Guggenheim & 

Amanda Cater
Kristine & Jim Hall
Ken & Mary May
Jeanne Moe
Donna Murphrey
Kyle Obrock
Margaret Perryman
Hugo & Shirley Schmidt
Dan Sharkey
Lois Smith-Lehwalder
Yetta Stein
Harriet Tamminga
James & Cathy White

$250-499
Anonymous 
Erika Adams
Randal & Sandra Anderson
David & Teri Ball
Martha & Anthony Biel
Anna C. Burke
Cikan Architects
Tammi Getchell
Jesse Gould
Kristine & Jim Hall
Nancy Hatfield & Kirk Michels
Michael & Cynthia Huempfner
A Joyce Kamp
Beth Ann Kennedy
Joanne Manthe
Jim Martin
Cindy & Tom Milleson
Elizabeth Richards
Brian Rossmann
David & Kippy Sands
Susan Sewell
Douglas & Linda Sievers
David Taylor & Joanne Dornan
Sheila Wyze

$100-249
Anonymous
Susan & Gary Andrews
Kara Blodgett
Charles & Sally Broughton
Debora Brown
Lyndy M. Caine
Gordon Carpenter
Charlotte Colliver
Philip & Joan Cory
Bill & Allison Counts
Jack & Karen Day
Sharon Ditterline
Ben & Hallie Echols
Heather Fust
Jim & Barbara Gaffney
Jaime Green
Monica Lane Guenther & 

Terry Anderson
Robert Hall & Penny Oliver
John & Kathryn Heminway
Christine Hillegass
Sue Jackson
Amy Kinman
Jill & Thomas Kirk
William Klenn
Diane & Warren Knipfer
Carrie Krause
Robert Larsen
Linda Leavens
Julie Lucas
William R. & Juanita 

McGregor
Bruce & Claire McKnight
Helen Mulroney
Patricia Neifert
Warren Neyenhuis & 

Margaret Tonon
John Niles
Sally O`Neill
Shirley Olinger
Karol & John Pollock
Katherine A. & Charles F. 

Rinker
Martha Borgerding Sellers
Peter Christopher Shaida
Ted & Cheryl Sheedy
Marjorie Smith
David & Patti Steinmuller
Carson & Deborah Taylor
Ellen Trygstad & Richard 

Burke
Genevieve Trygstad-Burke
Jeff & Lauran Yates
Rosa`s Pizza 

$1-99
Jennifer Abbott
John Acker
Elies Adams
Laura Alley
Kelly Amores
Amanda Anderson
Hanne Anderson
Linda Angeloni
Dylan Ard
Abbey Ardisson
Jamie Arndt
Bob Arnold
Janice Arnot
Beth Ashmore
Caroline Austin & Thomas Bass
Marla Axsom
Cassidy Baerg
Kieran Bammann
Debby Bangs
Alexis Barber
Katheryn Bark
Krista Barnett
Chelsy Barnwell
Janet Bean-Dochnahl
Kelsey Beaudry
Amy Beck
Charity Beck
Kieran Beebe
Iwona Beech
Olga Beers
Brad Beggs
Bobby Bell
Shawn Bennett
Timothy Benson
Mark Bergstrom
Eliese Besemer
Lila Bishop
Gaylen Black
Nancy Blake
Jacob Blaser
Rory Blount
Mr. Christopher Boor & Ms. 

Gina Boor
Jacqueline & David Boreham
Shelby Bouma
Megan Bowen
Jason and Mandy Bowker
Shea Boyd
Grey Brady
Sarah Breeland
Tippy Stern Brickman
Sharon Brodie
Kathleen Broere
Elissa Brown
Christine Brunner
Ronald Brusa
Margaret Burke
Kapri Byrne
Kathleen Byrne
Amanda Carlson
Amy Carlson
Scott Carpenter & Barbara 

Turner
Ms. Susan Carstensen
Corinne Casolara
Katherine Proctor Charlier
Katherine Charlier
Amy Chick
Darcie Christopher
Christina Clark
Jamnong Cobb
Patricia Cosgrove
Kipling Cox
Sarah Crawford
Chris Critelli
Tara Cuyle
Mary Kent Dabney
Kirsten Daniels

Bruce Davidson
Aaron Davis
Vicki Deboer
Giovanni Defendis
James Del Duca
Angela Demro
Aimee Dendrinos
Judy Diana
Betty Donaghy
Robert Donahue
Jill Dostert Wagner
Bob Dubose
Anne Sophie Dubosson
Diane Eagleson
Rebecca Eberlin
Lisa Edelen
Maddy Eglian
Christina Eike
Wendy Elisha
Jeffrey Ellens
Charlotte Ellison
Mariann Van Elzen
Patricia Emerick
Paulette & Andrew Epple
Sonja Ervin Bahr
Stephen & Maureen Exley
Janene Felter
Marianne Filloux
Sarah Fitzgerald
Kathleen Forte
Nancy Franklin
Erin Franzmann
Susan Fraser
Brad Frazee
Jason Gabel
Elizabeth Gaines
Jenna Galli
Wren Garverick
Shelley Geiszler
Margaret George
Sandra Gerchow
Madison Goodman
Rachel Gott
Jodi Grant
Marilyn & Daniel Guggenheim
Larae Gunnarson
Lauren Hafer
Kerie Hagler
Clay & Ruth Hall
Ann Haller
Monica Hamburgh
Rocky Hamilton
Maryanne Hampton
Richard Hankemeier
Maryanne Hansen
Karisa Harris
Ms. Vicki Hasler
Evan Hawker
Denise Hayman
Jaime Hazuga
Daniel Henderson
Lea Henderson
Kathleen Hensel
Jamie Hetherington
Janice Hight
Carla Hill
Elise Hoefer
William Hoover
Kira Hopkins
Bobbie Horn
Eleanora Howard
Christiane Hubbard
Grace Hucek
Michael & Cynthia Huempfner
David Jaffe
Neil & Debbie Jamieson
Gesine Janzen
William Jardee
Kylee Jeffers
Bonita Jenkins
Loren Jensen
Janay Johnson
Nyri Johnson
Derek Jones
Gary and Margaret 

Kachadurian
Anonymous
Georgianna Karahalis
Amy Kelley
John Kensey
Shaunna Kersten
Jessica Keys
Kathryn Khumalo
Suzann Kienast-Brown
Maday Kindall
Allen & Lisa Kirk
Kate Kithil
Susanne Klaric

Sara Klein
Polly Kogel
Heidi Krutchkoff
Taylor Laird
Samantha Lake
Sage Lambert
Guy Lanzi
Anica Lees
Linda Leslie
Alexandra Lewis-Lorentz
Pearl Lopez
Stephen Lunney
Billie Lupher
Ronald Lurie
Brittany Lyons
Justin M Dewolf
Steven Macdonald
Ms. Lori Marchak
Kathryn Marker
Christine Martin
Kevin Martin
Mauricio Martinez Guerrero
Nina Matos
Myra Matson
Sarah Mazanec
Patrick Mcclellan
Kathy Mccuiston
Megan McFadden
Julieann Mcgarry
Lisa Mcgurty
Liana Mckelvy
Sonia McLain
Heidi Mcloughlin & David 

Genter
Justin Mcmillan
Amanda Mcmurray
Elizabeth Mead
Louise Mercier
Elizabeth Mess
Gaven Meyer
Leslie Meyer
Jennifer Mix
Carl Mohler
Sabrina Moody
Yolanda Moreno
Ann Morris
John Morrison
Jonathan Motl & Lorna Milne-

Motl
Francisco Munoz
Brady Nails
Danielle Nicholas
Jason Nickell
Anika Nye-Martinez
April Oliver
Dennis Olley
Anne & August Ore
Matthew Orson
Jade Ortiz
Jackson Ostlie
Jackie Page
Nick Papsadora
Emily Paris-Martin
Lynne Parker
Annmarie Paul
Killian Payne
David & Ellen Pedersen
Joshua Petersen
Amanda Peterson
Barbara & Ben Phinney
Barb Pierre
Michelle Polk
Sean Powell
Dean Prince
Carson Putnam
Sarah Pyle
Brianna Rainey
Trina Rainey
Reyna Ramirez
Keaton Ramm
Paige Rasmussen
Tyler Reckner
Tristyn Redd
Camryn Reed
Alice Rimkus
Lori Rinck
Mary Jane Rintelman
Michelle Risho
Tia Riter
Amber Rogers
Kyla Rosenberger
Robert Roush
Nichole Ruffatto
Candace and Kevin Ryan
Cecily Ryan
Teri Ryan
Sarah Sacci
Michaela Salomon

Katelyn Sander
Clarence Sanders
David Sankey
Patricia Sava
Cynthia Scalzo
Ethan Schaff
Nathan Scherief
Catherine Schmidt
Maura Schnorbach
Timothy Schober
Alexander Schoep
Mary-Lou Schreiner
Brooke Schubert
Owen Schultz
Tristan Schuyler
Joshua Schwerin
Carol Scott
Ethan Screnock
Dr. Steven Seitel
Ann Seitel
Elektra Sheffield
Veronica Shepp Trigueiro
Joel & Claudia Shouse
Roger Silverstein
Jay Sinnott
Kathy Smith
Jamie Smith
Kirsten Smith
Emily Smith
Honey Smith
Charlene Somers
Christina Spinelli
Christina Spinelli
Madelline Stanton
Sara Jayne Steen
Otto Stefan
Lois Stevens
Joyce Swartzendruber
Ryan Thompson
Danielle Thomsen
Ann Thornton
Emily Thrasher
Miriam & Jim Tilleman
Whitney Tilt
Anica Tipkemper-Wolfe
Larry Todd
Timothy Toohey
Victoria Van Garderen
Eric Van Steenburg
Rebecca Vargas
Stephen & Jennifer Versaevel
Kebrina Vinglas
Sara Vosburg
Tom Waldorf
Scott Walgren
Pamela Wallace
Kadie Warner
Bernie Warwood
Ella Watson
Jim & Valerie Webster
Andrew Welch
Bethany West
Priscilla Westesen
Stuart & Renee Westlake
Kathleen Wetstein
Hilary Wheeler-Smith
Peg Wherry
Tessa Whitaker
Mariah Whiteman
Sarah Widger
Evander Wilbur
Cara Wilder
Kathleen Williams
Kathleen Wilson
Danielle Wineman
Logan Winters
Amy Wright
Lisa Wright Lamkins
Ashley Wunderlich
Taryn Yocom
Linda Young
Christopher Young
Cr Zajac
Michael & Bonnie Zell
Roni Zimmer

THANK YOU, DONORS!

Donations reflect cash and 
in-kind gifts and grants from 
7.1.24 to 6.30.25. If you feel 
that your giving was not 
represented correctly, please 
notify us at genevieve@
operamontana.org.

Opera Montana Board of Directors  
(as of July 1, 2025)

Officers
Joe Schumacher - President
Yetta Stein - Vice President
Corey Getchell - Treasurer
Diane Brawner - Secretary

Members at Large
Walter Fleming
Mikey Gray
John Kauffman
Matt Rognlie
Brian Rossman
Richard Wolff

Honorary Members
Robyn Erlenbush
Jane Hodges
Dennis Wentz

 Advisory Board
Angella Ahn
Doug Badenoch
Jason Bolte
Lukas Graf
Moira Keshishian Smith
Helen Mulroney
Jane Spencer
David Spencer
Rick Wentz
May Vaughan

BOARD & STAFF
Opera Montana Staff
Susan Miller - General Director
Michael Sakir - Artistic Director
Genevieve Trygstad-Burke - Development 
Director

Charlotte Mae Ellison - Company 
Manager

Emerald Hart-Ullman - Director of 
Community Engagement

Logan Henke - Veterans Chorus Director
Jessica Graf - Youth Chorus Director

Amounts represent unaudited financials



OUR MISSION
Opera Montana inspires and creates community and 
collaboration through world-class opera, musical theater, 
and educational engagement.

OUR WORKING VALUES
People First
Excellence
Accountability & Integrity
Curiosity & Growth Mindset
Embracing Challenges

Opera Montana is committed to the principles of Justice,
Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion in everything we do.

PO Box 37
Bozeman, MT 59771
(406) 587-2889 
operamontana.org

@operamontana

Valarie Andrews

THANK YOU TO OUR 2024-25 COMMUNITY SPONSORS! 
THEY ARE VITAL TO OUR MISSION!
American Legion, Gallatin Post 14
Bienvenidos
Bozeman Public Library
Bozeman Winter’s Farmers Market
Butte Tango
Extreme History Project
Gretchen Minton
Montana Shakespeare in the Parks
Raison D’être Dance Project
Random Acts of Silliness
Vietnam Veterans Association of Southwest Montana, 
Chapter 788

World Language Institute

Nathan Norby


