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INDOL

THE. GREAT HAIR GROWER

INDOL will make coarse hair long, straight and beautiful.
Send 6 cents in stamps for Free liberal samples.
skin with Bleechol and take off the summer tan. 50 cents a jar.

Whiten your

SPECIAL OFFER
As a convincer we will send vou, prepaid, 1 box Hair Grower,
1 box Glossine (for straightening) and 1 jar Bleechol for
whitening the skin-—

WANTED

A good hustler, man or
woman, to act as agent for
THE MESSENGER
in every city in the world.
JOIN THE MESSENGER
STAFF today. Send for as
many copies as you wish,
and make your spare time

valuable.

THEY GO LIKE WILD-FIRE

and particulars.
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All for $1.23 and Your Address.
Learn the Indol System of Hair Culture.
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Write us for literature
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INDO LABORATORIES CORPORATION ;
2257 SEVENTH AVENUE, NEW York CITY g
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PEOPLE’S
HIGH SCHOOL

7 BEAST 15th STREET
Under Direction of Rand Schoo!

PHS

A school to introduce boys and
girls to the problems and
thoughts of their own time, ac-
cording to modern methods.

A school without dogma for
opening the eyes and the
minds of youth.

A school to train for freedom
for initiative and for responsi-
bifity.

Ask for Particulars

ENGINEERS AND FIREMENS PUBLIC SERVICE ORE.

Meets every Wednesday at 8 P. M. in
the Labor Temple. 213 East 84th St

KNindlv conuomicate with H. Stockhansen, Sec'y

ENGINEERS AND FIREMENS PUBLIC SERVICE DRGANIZATION
243 East 84th Street, New York City

James S. White Company. Ine.

HOT COFFEE
The Greatest Jaz Fox Trot Hit
Piano, 10c.; Band, 25¢.: O:ch., 25c.
Oh, Danny Love Your Annie
A Wonderful One Step
Piano, 10c.; Orch., 25c.
Sth MASSACHUSETTS MARCH
Orch., 25¢.
Music arranged. composed. engraved.
printed and published. Write us vour
musical wants, It it's music -WE DO

IT.

Mantua Building, Boston, Mass.

OPPOSED TO LEAGUE OF NATIONS
FAVOR

LEAGUE OF INTERESTS OF
COLORED PEOPLE

ECONOMICS TRANSCENDING ALL OTHERS
Support this principle by getting your HABERDASHERY

at Nick’s Togderv Shop

920 LENOX AVENUE

NEW YORK CITY

Mention The Messenger

Mention “THE MESSENGER”
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MAYHEW'S
LINIMENT

There is but one way
to keep fit for cricket,
boxing, baseball and
other games.

Use the only muscle
tonic known to the best
athletes.

No pain, no stiffness of
joints, no aches can

’

exist where Mayhew’s
Liniment is used.

Use it freely and be
master of your limbs.

At Your Druggist

We need live wire agents to
represent us in all parts of the
world.  Write to our othce for
particulars,

EH & D. G0, Inc.

33 West 139th Street
New York City
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LAW AND ORDER

HENEVER property rights are menaced
by human rights, the city of law and
order is forthwith raised. Ior instance,
when a strike for more wages by a group
of workers leads them to the use of pick-

eting in order to prevent strike breakers from re-

placing them, the employers call upon the police
force to maintain law and order. It is obvious, there-
fore, that the social value of law and order depends
entirely upon the question of in whose interest law
and order is invoked or maintained. From the
point of view of the bankers of Paris, who loaned
three billions to the Czar of Russia which has buen
repudiated by the Bolsheviki, Russia is in need of
law and order of the capitalist brand. The law and
order of Archduke Joseph of Hungary is endorsed
by the Allied powers, whereas the law and order
of Bela Kun was condemned. The bloody Kolchak
of Omsk has been supported by the Allies on the
ground that he will establish law and order in

Russia. The Klu Klux Klan was oreanized tw
maintair. law and order, after a fashion, in the
South.

In the name of law and order freedom of speech,
the press and assemblage has been destroyed, and
thousands of men and women have been jailed on
account of their cconomic beliefs. Law and order
does not neccessarily mean and imply freedom and
justice. It is not at all sufhcient to have law and
order. Slavery was maintained for 250 years in
America under a condition of law and order. The
Constitution, Congress and the Supreme Court
sanctioned its existence. According to the dictates
of law and order, ten million men have been killed
and twenty million wounded in the world war just
ended.

Thus labor is justified in suspecting that law and
order, which is so vehemently supported by capital.
For it will be remembered that the march of pro-
gress has been chiefly marked by a disregard of the
law and order of every age. The French Revolu-
tion came against the law and order of Feudalism.
American independence was won despite the law
and order of Great Britain. So was the Civil War
waged against the law and order of slavery.

Hence the history of the fall of law and order is
the history of the overthrow of tyranny, injustice
and wrong.

CONGRESSMAN RAGSDALE

MMEDIATELY the Washington riots
ended, it was reported that Congressman
Ragsdale had died from “heart failure.”
Congressman Ragsdale, by the way, was

| ! the colleague of Congressman Byrnes,
who vented his spleen in Congress upon Negro rad-

icals in general, and The Messenger in particular.
Interesting speculations have been made as to
the coincidence—the termination of the riot and

Ragsdale. Strange rumors are afloat to the effect
that he was unsuccessful as a leader of riots, and
that his heart failure was no different from that of

others who fell in the conflict.

Besides, in view of the custom of Congress, in the
event of the death of one of its members, one won-

ders why Congress did not adjourn out of respect
for Congressman Ragsdale. Of course, one can
readily sec -how Congress could not atford to
sanction, condone and endorse lawlessness, dis-
order and murder by adjourning out of respect to
one of its members, if it is established that he was
a particeps criminis.

“BULLITT” SHOOTS A BULLET

HEN W. C. Bullitt, one of the Pres

ident’s special Committee to consider

peace terms with Russia, appeared hefore

the {orcign relations committee of the

Senate, he made some startling revela-
tions. e revealed that the Russian Government
had made all reasonable advances to couclude a just
peace.  Russia even made some compromises and
due concessions which we think she should not
have made, such as the agreement to pay the foreign
debt. Characteristic of his bigotry, however, and
his chronic ignorance of the problems of govern-
ment, President Wilson rejected Bullitt's report and
threw it into the waste basket, just as he threw into
the waste Dbasket the painstaking aud scholarly
report on Russia, by Colonel Raymond Robins.
The facts did not square with Woodrow Wil-
son’s wishes.  The investigation of Bullitt, Lincoln
Steffens and Walter E. Weyl did not confirm
Wilson's preconceived notions about Russian de-
mocracy.

Notwithstanding the fact that all of the above
named men are able scholars and students of polit-
ical science, compared with whom President Wilson
is an intellectual liliputian, the President preferred
to stand by the opinion which he had already
formed. Why appoint a commission at all? Why
go to Europe even to conier at the Peace Confer-
ence, if Wilson’s unbounded egotism embraces a
self-sufficiency of knowledge alrcady!

Now William C. Bullitt exposes the President as
being a verbal advocate of open diplomacy, but an
actual practitioner of the worst form of old school,
backstairs, Bismarcho-Mectternichian diplomacy.
By the way, was it Trotsky who said that Woodrow
Wilson was the arch-hypocrite of Christendom?
And we thought Trotsky was misrepresenting our
executive! But it is hard to fool the Russians!

What is the matter with the American Govern-
ment that it cannot stop the President from carry-
ing on a private war with public money? Why does
not Congress withhold the funds? Why not im-
peach the President? No greater breach of faith,
no more monstrous usurpation of authority, no more
autocratic and dictatorial power was ever assumed
by any despot or tyrant since the middle ages.
Bring the troops home. Bring every man out of
Russia at once. Stop sending guns and munitions
to the Czarists and counter-revolutionists. Leave
the Russian people alone. Let them determine the
kind of government under which they desire to
live. That is all they ask and it is a just demand.

We are indebted to W. C. Bullitt for his honesty
and his courage. Even though opposed to radical-
ism, he has the intelligence to know the importance
of representing the thing as it is. While we don’t
like to pun very often, Bullitt really shot a bullet
which has put the President to flight.
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THE FAILURE OF THE NEGRO CHURCH

ES, the Negro church has failed. It has
failed in a great crisis. Its failure is
patent and apparent. The only question
before us then is: Why and How?

The chief cause of the failure of the
Negro church is economic. That is to say, the
church has been converted into a business, and the
ruling characteristic of a business is, that it is run
primarily for profits. The interest is focused upon
debits and credits, deficits and surpluses. This has
been the Scylla and Charybdis of the Negro church.

To the money power in the community and the
country, the church has bowed. The trustee boards
of the smallest and most humble are composed of
thie most prosperous of the church-members who
are adjudged as competent to create a surplus by
organizing rallies, and by devising other means that
are cffective in inducing the public to release the
necessary moneys. Preachers break with denomi-
nations, and set up independent churches, on ac-
count of being removed from “fat charges.” Col-
lections occupy three-fourths of the time of most
services. Sermons are usually selected with a view
to impressing the members with the importance

of the injunction that “it is more blessed to give
than to receive.”

Then there is that class of Negro churches that
is directly dominated by white capitalists. These
are the Episcopal, Congregational, Presbyterian and
Methodist Episcopal. Their policies are molded
and handed down from the white ecclesiastical
oligarchy. This ecclesiastical oligarchy, in turn,
is controlled by the “money power” of the coun-
try. It is a matter of common knowledge that
Trinity church, situated at the head of Wall Street,
is one of the biggest corporations in America. It
controls a large number of apartment houses from
which it reaps blood money in the form of extor-
tionate rents from the working people.

Now, since the “money power” of the country
which consists of the masters of the railroads,
mines, factories, land, etc., receive their power from
rent, interest and profits, and since the great masses
of the people depend upon wages for a living, which
are low when profits, rent and interest are high,
and high when profits, rent and intcrest are low,
it is plain that the interests of the people and the
interests of the “money power” which dominates
the church, are opposed.

Since it is beyond question that a servant will
obey its master; that the power over a man’s sub-
sistence is the power over his will, one is not sur-
prised at the church’s obedience to the power that
maintains it.

The church split over the issuc of slavery into
the North and South. The Northern church, at the
behest of the industrial power, condemned it; the
Southern church, upon the order of the slave own-
ers, blessed it. Thus, the church, now as then, is
using its power to defend poverty, crime, prostitu-
tion, war, ignorance and superstitution which are
outgrowths of the system that allows one man to
live off another’s labor.

So much then for the cause of the failure.
how has it failed?
the people.

Now,
Briefly it has failed to educate
Ministers are leading Negroes who

are below, in intelligence, the lowest member of
their church. The Negro ministry is ignorant of
the modern problems of capital and labor. It is
disinterested in unionism as a means of securing
higher wages, shorter hours and better working
conditions for Negro workers. It regards the dis-
cussion of politics in the church as sacrilegious
unless some good, old Abraham Lincoln Republican
desires the vote of the Negro, and is willing to pay
for educational propaganda.

It has failed to use its power to rouse the Negro
against disfranchisement and lynching.

No conference of Negro churches has ever gone
on record as endorsing the principle of unionism.

But vou ask, what constructive program do we
offer?

Tirst, the Negro Ministry must be educated. It
must get the education of information instead of
the cducation of inspiration. It nceds less Bible
and more economics, history, sociology and physical
science.

Second, the Negro cliurch must be put to different
uses. It must become an open educational forum
where problems of hygiene, labor, government, ra-
cial relationships, national and international ques-
tions are discussed by specialists.

The church might also be used as places for the
beginning of co-operative stores that will enable
the Negro workingman to reduce the high cost of
living.

In conclusion, the world has moved a long way
forward since 1914. Times have changed and insti-
tutions, if they would survive, must adjust them-
sclves to the changed conditions. The New Negro
demands a new ministry—an educated fearless and
radical ministry.

The New Negro demands a new church—a
church that is the center of his social, economic
and political hopes and strivings. The church must
hbecome something more than a temple of prayer
to a people who are lynched, disfranchised and jim-
crowed. Prayer has been tried for over fifty years.

In short, the church must set its face against a
philosophy of profits to a philosophy of service.

THE PLUMB PLAN

HE war exposed the bankruptcy of the
capitalist system. It revealed the inef-
ficiency of privately owned, controlled
and operated public utilities, such as,
the railroads. Capital was so wanton,
reckless and rapacious in its mad struggle for prof-
its, that all sense of the sacrifice of human life, as
a consequence of its criminal sabotage upon effi-
ciency, was lost. The suddenness of the opportun-
ity afforded the capitalist hogs to gorge themselves
in the trough of profits, caused them to become
delirious. Their efficiency experts, however, soon
informed them of the benefits which would flow
from a modification of the system of operation, and
the government forthwith stepped in to safeguard
and to guarantee the investors at a rate of interest
on their investment equivalent to the three most
prosperous years in the history of the railroads,
namely, those preceding the taking over the opera-
tion of the railroads by the Government.
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Upon the signing of the Armistice, the question
of the disposition of the railroads became acute, and
divers plans to answer this question were formu-
lated and presented, prominent among which was
the Plumb Plan. Briefly, this is a method, accord-
ing to Mr. Plumb himself, in The Nation of August
16, whereby provision is made for:

1. For the purchase by the Government of the
private interest in the railroads.

2. For the operation of the roads as a unified sys-
tem by a board composed of fifteen directors, five
to be appointed by the President to represent the
public, five to be elected by the operating officials,
and five by the other employees.

3. The corporation has no money capital. At
the close of the year, after paying all expenses of
operating and fixed charges, the surplus is divided
into two equal sums, one to be paid to the Govern-
ment, the other to the operating officials and the
other employees as a dividend on labor. When the
Government’s share, in any given year, is more than
five per cent. of the gross operating revenue, the
Interstate Commerce Commission will be obliged
to reduce rates to absorb the amount the Govern-
ment has received. The employees’ share is paid
to all employees; but the operating officials receive
twice the rate of dividend paid to the other workers.

4. Extensions so far as possible are to be paid
for the community benefited; and when a com-
munity pays the entire sum, the building of the
extension is obligatory upon the corporation. If
the community cannot pay the full cost, the Govern-
ment pays the remainder out of its profits, and as
it deems wise. The Government can, at its own
expense, build extensions through regions that
would receive no local benefits, if such an extension
would be in the interest of the general public.

5. A sinking fund is set aside from the gross ope-
rating revenue for the retirement of the Government
securities with which the property is purchased.
Pending the determination of value by the courts,
the railroad companies receive half the present
rental, this to be deducted from the eventual pur-
chase price. Ultimately all the debt from purchase
is canceled.

6. The Interstate Commerce Commission retains
all of its present rate-fixing powers.

7. On the failure of the corporation to live up to
the terms of its contract, Congress may revoke its
charter. The railroad employees believe that under
this plan not only would their own work be more
adequately rewarded, but that rates would be low-
ered to the public. Several factors would combine
to bring about this happy result:

1. The workers, from managers to trackwalkers,
would have an incentive to efficient production lack-
ing under the present system. They would feel a
responsibility they never will feel so long as man-
agement is wholly in the hands of capital.

2. The savings in the costs of operation of a genu-
inely unified system would be enormous.

3. The Government, in taking over the roads,
would squeeze the water out of their present capi-
talization. This would result in a saving of six to
eight billions. Mr. Plumb believes that the true

‘the moneyed—the propertied class.

MESSENGER 7

value of railroads securities is not their par value
($19,000,000,000) but their market value today ($13,-
700,000,000)—possibly less.

4. The Government pays lower interest on capital
than private corporations. Says Mr. Plumb:

“The saving to the public would commence im-
mediately, for the difference in the interest paid for
capital by the Government and capital provided by
private investors is from two to two and one-half
per cent. on the capital account. This on a capital
account of $12,000,000,000, would be from $240,000,-
000 to $300,000,000. So the real saving, assuming
the conservative estimate of twelve billions to be

correct, would be from $380,000,000 to $475,000,000.”

Of course, it is to be expected that the plan would
be labeled Bolshevistic and opposed by the rabid
capitalists,-as an unwarranted invasion upon the
rights of private property. Any proposal, the adop-
tion of which, results in the curtailment of profits
and the recognition of the rights of labor, however
little it might be, is a blow at the very foundation
of government, law and order. Capital is merely
startled for the nonce at the defiance of labor and
its arrogant insistence upon its rights to participate
in the control, government and ownership of indus-
try. It raised the cry of “revolution” with a view
to prejudicing public opinion against the innovation,
not that it thinks that the Plumb Plan means de-
mocracy in the railway industry, but because it
knows that each step forward by labor, and each
retreat by capital, emboldens and strengthens labor
and weakens capital. Capital knows that labor will
not stop with a reformist measure, such as the
Plumb Plan, but that its ultimate and inevitable
object and end is the complete abolition of the
present capitalist system, in which the railways,
factories, mines and land are owned, operated and
developed in the interest of the few at the expense
of the many. Capital is not ignorant of the fact
that the tripartite method of ownership, control,
operation, and management, while a concession to
labor, leaves the majority ownership, control and
power in its own hands. The fact that labor has
but one third representation in the management is
sufficient proof. For to maintain that the Govern-
ment represents the public, is merely bandying with
words. The Government represents that class of
society which has the power to control it, which is,
Who is so
dumb as to maintain that a ditch digger has as
much influence with the President, Congress, the
Supreme Court, or any part of the Government as
has Rockefeller. The operating officials, with their
capitalist psychology and capitalist interest are more
responsive to the mandate of capital than of labor.
Capital’s representation is two to one in the Plumb
scheme. The Plumb method of control and man-
agement of the railroads, however, is an improve-
ment upon the old Simon-pure method of private
control. Enlightened capitalists will accept it, or
something like it, in order to hold back the rising
tide of revolution.

Capital will surrender a part of the loaf of profits,
in order that it might avoid the necessity of being
forced to give up the whole loaf. Don't be deceived,
Labor. The Plumb Plan does not represent indus-
trial democracy in the railway industry.
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MR. GRIMKE AND “THE CRISIS”

LSEWHERE in this issue we publish a
poem by Archibald H. Grimke. While
the poem itself is interesting and cour-
ageous, dealing with what we know to
be unquestioned fact, the correspond-
ence of certain publications which refused to publish
the poem is very interesting. The poem was sub-
mitted to the Atlantic Monthly, February 15, 1918,
and the Atlantic Monthly replied:

"Dear Dr. Grimke:

“We hate to believe that the soldiers would not
have been hanged had they been white, and as for
the evidence, we think that there is some solid foun-
dation for this opinion. We have, however, read
vour carnest and ardent lines with great interest.

“Yours faithfully,
“The Editor.”

On April 18, 1918, Dr. Du Bois of The Crisis
replied:

“Mr. Archibald Grimke,
1415 Corcoran St., N. W,
“Washington, D. C.

“ Ay dear Dr. Grimke:

“Please let me have again the poem on the sol-
diers which was accidently returned. I may be able
to *sse it in the June number.

“Very sincerely yours,
“W. E. B. Du Bois.”
un May 4, 1918, Dr. Du Bois wrote the following
letter to Mr. Grimke:

“My dear Mr. Grimke:

“Ysur abused poem will have to come back again.
We nave just been specially warned by the Depart-
ment of Justice that some of our articles are consid-
ered disloyal.

“I w_ou]d not dare, therefore, to print this just
now. ~ am sorry.

“Very sincerely yours,
“W. E. B. Du Bois.”

Almust anyone after reading this poem would
very naturally wonder why The Crists magazine,
supposedly published by and for Negroes, could
not publish this poem written by a scholarly man.
Expressing a forceful fact, and tendered by the
most influential Negro in the N. A. A. C. P, it is
not surprising that the Atlantic Monthly, a reac-
tionary organ, could not publish it. But why would
this be true of The Crisis? The logic of the poem
is absolutely sound, too. Examples are not far to
find in corroboration of Mr. Grimke’s implication
that the soldiers would not have been hanged had
they be=n white. Take East St. Louis for an exam-
ple. There the soldiers handed over their guns to
the civilians to shoot down the Negroes and the
picturer of the soldiers were photographed. No
soldiers were arrested, court martialed or repri-
mandea for it, and why? Simply because they
were white. In Siberia the 332d Infantry mutiniced.
In time of war, mutiny is punishable by death, but
the men v-ere not even punished in any way (we
simply usc this illustration to demonstrate the in-
consistency of the government but we have a keen
appreciation of the American soldiers revolting
against fighting their Russian brothers).

This action throws further light upon Du Bois
and makes us ask once more, is the N. A. A. C. P. for
the advancement of colored people or for the
advancement of certain people? v

N

UNIONIZING OF NEGRO WORKERS /

LMOST every conceivable branch or
form of human effort by hand or brain
is being organized to exact more wages,
shorter hours and better working condi-
tions. The actors have just ended a
protracted and bitterly fought strike by securing
every demand except the closed shop. (Let us hope
that they will be sufficiently intelligent to continue
the fight for that.) It is reported that even the
Catholic priests struck against giving early “mass”
in Rome. The police of London have already gone
on record as committing their organization to the
policy of refusing to enforce a law which is against
the interests of labor. How excellent! In Boston,
the police have organized and struck for a living
wage. In 65 other cities, they are organizing to
use the only weapon they have to improve their
conditions—the strike. And the teachers in the
public schools and the professors in the universities,
under the pinch of the high cost of living, have
come to realize that they have interests in common
with hodcarriers and street cleaners. Hence, we
have iu process of formation a union of university
professors.

Rumblings from the church are heard, and it is
reported that the preachers will strike and let the
people go to hell! Hippocrates, too, is not asleep.
The doctors have challenged the public and threat-
ened to compound and administer no more pills
unless they receive shorter hours and more pay.
Even the middle class bourgeoisie are organizing
against the power of the trusts on the one hand, and
the demands of labor, on the other. And the end
is not yet.

These separate, distinct and individual organiza-
titons of brain and hand workers will seek and
adopt the most effective method for exacting their
demands. They will come together, they will con-
solidate into one big union of labor, just as the
individual capitalists of the 60’s, 70’s, 80’s and 90’s
combined, consolidated into trusts in order to in-
crease their power to exploit labor as a producer
and a consumer.

In the midst of this unrest, this change, the ques-
tion of the position of the Negro worker comes from
both Labor and Capital. Capital is afraid the Negro
worker is awakened and awakening. Revolutionary
labor is trying to awaken him. Capital is despe-
rately manipulating the Negro press, pulpit and
politics, to keep the rank and file of Negroes asleep.
But when Negro labor does awaken, Capital, ever
shrewd, alert, resourceful and artful, will lead him
into the lecast objectionable group of organized
labor, the American Federation of Labor. Already
the A. F. of L. crowd has been tipped off by Wall
Street to wink at the discontented black workers,
and to teach them of the virtues of the American
Separation of Labor. Negro leaders, who have been
and are now opposed to unions, on the ground that



THE MESSENGER 9

they constitute “white trash,” will turn right about
face and sing the praises of Gompers and the Ameri-
can Federation for the Perpetuation of Race Preju-
dice, when the nod from their white capitalist mas-
ters comes. Anything is preferable to industrial
action along industrial organization lines, that is,
so far as the capitalists are concerned. If it is possi-
ble to keep labor divided into trades that bargain
and negotiate contracts with the employing class,
such contracts to terminate at different dates, capi-
tal will remain serencly entrenched in its position
of power and control. If the great masses of un-
skilled workers can be persuaded into believing that
political action alone will achieve the ends aimed
at; if the Negro workers can be prevented from
recognizing anything in common with industrial
actionists, the present social structure will remain
intact, undisturbed. But it is a part of wisdom that
one should always be wary of accepting the advice
of his opponent. It is a safe rule to adopt just the
opposite course recommended by one’s enemy.
Hence, Negro workers had better watch this sugar-
coated ipecac pill in the form of the American Fede-
ration of Labor. Resolutions adopted in the conven-
tion of the A. I, of L. are not worth the paper_they
are written on. Have you not the 14th and 15th
Amendments to the Constitution that amount only
to a scrap of paper so far as their enforcement is
concerned? Execution and administration are far
more important than professions.

Besides, even if you were actually accorded every
right in the American Federation of Labor, you
cannot fare any better than the white workers who
are constantly camouflaged, misled, deceived and
faked by an autocratic, capitalist-controlled Execu-
tive Council.

The Negroes and Industrial Workers of the
World have interests not only in common, but inter-
ests that are identical. For example, those who
largely constitute the Industrial Workers of the
World are unskilled. So is the Negro. They are
migratory workers and have no ploitical rights.
Neither has the Negro. Hence, the Negro and
white migratory workers have no political action.
The suffrage laws of residence have disfranchised
the white migratory worker. The Southern states
have disfranchised the Negro, along with the profit-
eering landlords who move both of them so fast
that they can’t stay in a house long enough to vote.
Hence there is no other course then to adopt but
industrial action. Think of an unskilled, unfran-
chised worker joining an organization that is not
interested in unskilled labor, black or white, and
which counsels its members to vote for those men
and parties that supposedly favor labor—meaning
invariably, of course, deserving Democrats and the
Democratic Party.

The Negro who is disfranchised must join other
voteless workers. The Negro who is largely the
unskilled worker in industry, must join that organ-
ization in which the workers are organized upon the
basis of industry, thereby giving the skilled and
unskilled equality of rights.

THE FORT SAN HOUSTON COURT

MARTIAL

SPECIAL article appears elsewhere in
The Messenger, giving detailed and
first hand information on the Ft. San
Houston trial, when about twenty Ne-
¢ groes were executed and fifty-seven
were sent to Leavenworth Prison. The evidence
secems clearly to exoncrate the men in Il.eaven-
worth who were alleged to have participated in the
riot of Ft. San Houston. Just now the country is
discussing, reviewing and remedying the harsh and
unjust court martials of white soldiers in France
and the United States but not a word will be said
concerning these Negroes unless some organs of the
character of The Messenger and The Crusader will
raise their voices in protest.

We ask the attention of all fair-minded white
men and women and colored men and woinen to a
respectful and careful reading of the article. Let
us know what you think about it after you have
finished reading it. If you think the men are inno-
cent, kindly write letters to your Congressemen and
Senators asking spectal attention to their cases.
Thank you.

The Editors.

GOMPERS—THE CHIEF STRIKEBREAKER

| O even the casual observer of the present *
industrial war, the attitude of Samuel
Gompers, the chief labor leader, must
be amazing. However, his orientation
| in the ranks of organized labor shouid

not occasion any undue surprise. For he proceeds
from the premise that Capital and Labor have inter-
ests in common; that the object and aim of labor
is a “fair day’s pay for a fair day’s work”; that
harmony and peace between labor and capital must
eventually come.

It never occurs to hiin that even his unsound
formula—*"a fair day’s pay for a fair day’s work”—
will prevent industrial peace because of the ever-
present question as to what constitutes a fair day’s
pay and a fair day’s work. His slogan merely tends
to destroy the morale of labor by setting up a false
goal. In this respect he would break the strike of
class-conscious, militant labor against a system of
wage-slavery; he would dissuade labor from its
revolutionary aim that to the worker belongs the
“full product of his toil.”

One of his most signal acts of betrayal of, and
treachery to, labor, was his strike against the inter-
national solidarity of labor by indorsing the most
colossal, dark and sinister conspiracy against the
march of industrial democracy in the annals of labor
history—the League of Nations. He accepted and
recognized the meaningless and absurd statement
in the I.eague of Nations that “Labor is not a com-
modity,” as a great concession to the toilers. Think
of it! How stupid! Here he is, chloroformed with
a bit of capitalist deception which is «bout as valua-
ble to labor as the belief of a hungrv —an that a
brick is a sausage, or of a janitor, that . 1s a super-
intendent, though he receives only janitor’s wages.
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But the climax of his anti-labor activities comes
when he orders the striking police of Boston to go
back to their jobs, and counsels all government
employees against striking. The striking police
were upon the eve of victory. The various labor
groups were about to call a sympathetic strike,
when Gompers, the chief labor leader, steps in and
breaks the strike. Governor Coolidge receives the
assistance of the A. . of L.’s chief by refusing to
re-instate the striking police. A splendid lesson
for labor whether in the employ of government or
private interests! How can labor expect a capitalist
government—a government controlled by the com-
bined capitalists and manufacturers—to protect the
interests of labor? Besides, capital knows that if
the police are organized in the interests of economic
justice, that it will not be able to suppress other
groups of labor striking for more wages, shorter
hours and better working conditions. Again, it is
not far from a strike by the police to a strike by
the army and navy. And it must be remembered
that nothing enables capital to maintain its hold
on the factories, mines, land, railways and public
utilities except the capitalist-made law which is
enforced by the police, the army and navy, groups
of labor with uniforms on which are calculated to
deceive them (the soldiers and police) into believing
that they are part of the ruling class. But witness
the Boston police strike where striking policemen
are beaten and shot by guardsmen and other civil-
ians recruited to police the city. When the slaves
ask for more bread, the labor fakir tells them to
be good Americans, whatever that means; and the
capitalist mercenaries and gunmen shoot them
down. The time is coming, however, or is here,
when capital will not be safe in trusting any part
of labor to protect its property, or to enforce its
mandates against any other part of labor. Capital-
ists will have to police and defend their own prcp-
erty, and that is impossible. For less than 20 per
cent of the population are capitalists. Even the
spies within the ranks of labor will have no in-
fluence. Labor leaders will no longer be allowed
to break strikes, for labor will know what the soli-
darity of labor means. It will know that solidarity
cannot come so long as labor is divided into, and
organized upon, a basis of trade. It will know that
“a fair day’s pay for a fair day’s work” is a sham
and a mockery. It will realize that the legal recog-
nition of labor as not being a commodity, is like
the non-recognition by the African ostrich of the
rising simoon, by burying its head in the sand. It
will understand that not until the Government is
in the control of labor can it forego the use of its
only weapon—the strike—for more wages, shorter
hours and better working conditions. This is no
less true of government employees than of any other
kind. Labor must scrap its Gomperses and consign
them to that oblivion from which they ought never
to emerge before it can face capital in a finish fight.

MEXICO

N the leading editorial entitled “Oil Is
Power,” in the Sunday edition of the
New York Times, of September 14, a
strong plea for the United States Gov-

ernment to prevent the Mexican Gov-

ernment from controlling its own resources, is made.

It says: “Today oil is king, because it is supplant-
ing coal as fuel in land and sea transportation, and
its uses are manifold in industry. The nation with-
out reservoirs of oil must falter in the competitive
struggle, and it cannot wage war.” Note the obser-
vation that it “cannot wage war.” The Times is not
mincing words, nor is it equivocal; but is frank and
clear. A government, under the present system of
society, is not organized to serve and accommodate
the needs of its citizens, but to compete for the
control of undeveloped fields, such as, Africa, Mex-
ico, China, India, the West Indies; and, it must
prepare to wage war in order to prosecute its aim.

In a table published by the National Fuel Admin-
istration in 1918, it was set forth that this country
“marketed 335,315,601 barrels of crude petroleum
containing 42 gallons in 1917. Russia’s production
was estimated at 69,000,000 barrels. Mexico’s at
55,292,770. Hence, the present extraordinary solici-
tude in the welfare of Mexico.

Mr. Edward L. Doheny, in his testimony before
the Senate sub-committee investigating Mexican re-

lations, said: “That there would probably be, in the
next ten years, 15,000,000 internal combustion en-

gines.” He further stated that “the gasoline neces-
sary to run these engines could not be found in the
United States.” “But,” according to Mr. Doheny,
“Mexico will supply the deficiency, and that its
present full capacity of wells already drilled in
Mexico, is 1,000,000 barrels a day, which is more
than the present producing capacity of the United
States.”

In the above mentioned editorial, The Times ob-
serves, that “the United States cannot allow
Mexico to confiscate, by taxation or otherwise, oil
interest to which American citizens can show legal
title.” The citizens referred to, of course, are the
Rockefeller and Doheny interests, etc.,, and the
legal title has its sanction in the corrupt régimes
of Diaz and Huerta.

However, the workers of America will be sent
to slaughter the workers of Mexico in order to
rescue the precious fluid from the impious hands
of the Mexican barbarians, and place it in the Chris-
tianly hands of the American capitalists, who have
just finished their crusade to “make the world safe
for democracy.” Of course it is not nice to remind
world opinion of the fact that Washington, D. C,,
the Capital of the Nation, is not safe for Negroes,
who by the way, will be used to extend American
race prejudice and “dollar diplomacy” in South
America.
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A Reply to Congressman James F. Byrnes of South Carolina

By the Editors

IN August 25, Congressman James F.

indulgence of Congress to listen to his
comments on the so-called activities of

l I | the I. W. W. among the Negroes of

America. Referring to the Chicago and Washing-
ton recent race riots and many similar disturbances
in the country, he said: “It is manifest that when
sanguinary conflicts take place in cities so widely
separated and within so short a time, the causc is
general and not local.” That is unquestionably
true. The cause of the race riots is general. Jim-
crowism, segregation, discrimination and race prej-
udice are among the causes and these dastardly
practices are quite “general” in the United States.

Byrnes tells us that there has been no propaganda
to arouse the antagonism of the white man toward
the Negro. That is absolutely false. There has
been a two-fold propaganda—the propaganda of
the press and the propaganda of conditions. All
of the Southern papers and large numbers of the
Northern papers like the New York Times and the
Chicago Tribune, constantly carry on race prejudice
propaganda. Indeed, some publications are almost
devoted to just that function. For instance, The
Harpoon of Texas, organ of Colonel House, the
President’s adviser, is the most vicious and inflam-
matory organ of race prejudice which we have ever
seen.

.Byrnes further states: “The very generous sup-
port of the war by the Negro caused the white peo-
ple of the nation to entertain for him only the best
of good feeling.” Yes, this is very obvious. We
suppose it is manifest in the increased lynchings
of the South, the perpetuation of peonage, the con-
tinuance of that disfranchisement which the Negro
fought to remove from the German people. What
a happy manifestation of “the best of good feeling”
on the part of the white people!

As evidence that the Negro is satisfied, Byrnes
points out that he is prospering as never before in
the history of his race and he says further of the
Negro: “He is accumulating money, he is purchas-
ing land, etc.” The facts pointed out that the
Negro is purchasing land and accumulating money
are true. The question of opinion that the Negro
is satisfied—is fallacious. This fallacy is based
upon the limited knowledge which all southern
Congressmen, and most northern men too, have of
social science. The possession and accumulation
of wealth do not tend to make the Negro contented
and satisfied. They have just the reverse effect.
And the sociological law, which is a sociological
paradox, is that ‘“discontent increases with social
improvement.” To illustrate: the more we have
the more we want, whether it be property, education
or rights. The accumulation of wealth sharpens
the appetite for more wealth. With knowledge and
education the rule is, “those who have least, while
needing most, want least; and those who have most
education, while needing least, want most.” With
rights the same rule applies. We, the editors, are
all southern Negroes. We grew up in the midst
of discrimination. We rode in the Jim-crow car.

Byrnes of South Carolina asked the -

We attended segregated schools. We were dis-
franchised. We knew little of any rights which
Negroes had that white men were bound to respect.
But with our coming to the North, where we con-
tinued our education in the finest white universities,
abandoned the Jim-crow car and began to vote, we
were aroused from our apathy and slothful content-
ment. We grew to the place where we desired every
right, and each fresh gain stimulated our desires and
stiffened our determination. Why is this so? It
is this. The taste of liberty creates a reluctance
to return to slavery. Again, to hold one’s property
necessitates the bulwarking it with constant and
new accretions. Rights constitute property. To
hold the rights already secured requires the aug-
menting of them with new ones. The Negroes of
the North and West are leading the fight on dis-
franchisement, segregation and Jim-crowism, not-
withstanding the fact that they are not disfran-
chised, Jim-crowed or extensively segregated. But
they realize the danger of a disease becoming pan-
demic, and these dastardly institutions are social
diseases in the body politic. Moreover, a man with-
out a disease is more afraid of it than the man with
it. After one is attacked by a disease, he reconciles
himself to it; but before he is attacked every effort
is made to ward off the impending danger. Crime
and injustice grow out of social disease germs.
Disease germs know no race nor state line. Tuber-
culosis germs in the white man today find their
way into the Negro’s system tomorrow. Lynching
in Mississippi today is duplicated by lynching in
Pennsylvania tomorrow. Lynching in Charleston,
S. C,, today lifts its hydra-head in Chicago, Illinois,
tomorrow. There is no race, state, color, sex nor
nationality line. All are in danger while any kind
of disease threatens the physical, political or social
health of the republic.

Byrnes further observes: “It is evident that-the
leadership of Moton and others, who, following in
the steps of Booker T. Washington, preached con-
servatism to the race, is now heing challenged by
a crowd of radicals, who are appealing to the pas-
sions of the Negroes and inciting them to deeds of
violence. And the recent riots indicate that many
Negroes arc accepting this bad advice.” Mr. Byrnes,
this statement is so accurate that we can find no
fault with it. We just want to enlarge on it a bit.
Yes, your Moton and Washington leadership has
gone. Washington is no more, and with him has
passed the old me-too-boss. hat-in-hand, good-nigger
which you and your ilk so dearly love. The radical
Negro leaders have the ear and the hand of the
masses. The New Crowd Negroes think no more
of Moton than they do of you and Cole Blease and
Vardaman! They look upon him as a ““good nigger”
puppet. We are also appealing to the manly pas-
sions of the Negroes and inspiring them to act on
the manly and lawful principle of self defense in the
protection of their homes, their lives and their prop-
erty. If this means violence, then you may write
us down as social homeopaths, in that we believe
that violence must be met by violence, whether
that violence is of the individual or the mob.
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he strike at the root of the evil by enforcing the
13th, 14th and 15th Amendments to the Constitu-
tion ; that he use the Federal law to stop the peon-
age in South Carolina and the South generally; that
he stop you and your ilk from stealing the votes of
Negroes; that he stop you from riding into Con-
gress upon Negro potential votes, not cast but
counted, in criminal violation of the Constitution
of the United States. As a matter of fact, Mr.
Byrnes, you had better sit down. You have no
right to the floor to make a motion on respect for
law and law enforcement. You, who sit in Con-
gress in violation of the Constitution which you
have solemnly taken an oath to defend, you who
would not be in Congress if Negroes were not ille-
gally deprived of their votes, you who have done
most to turn back the hands of this country’s clock
to the feudal ages—do not come into the high forum
of enlightened public opinion to make a motion of
respect for law! We immediately retort, “How can
I hear what you say when what you are is continu-
ally ringing in my ears!”

Mr. Byrnes, you are also concerned about one
Lieut. William N. Colson, who was an officer, sec-
ond Lieutenant of the 367th Infantry. He is a
contributing editor to The Messenger. You quote
him as saying: “No intelligent American Negro is
willing to lay down his life for the United States as
it now exists.

And again: -

“Intelligent Negroes have all reached the point
where their loyalty to the country is conditional.”

We find no fault with these quotations. An old
philosopher once said, “Unbounded credulity is the
mark of a weak mind.” And it was old Dr. John-
son who said: “Patriotism is the last refuge-of a
scoundrel.” Do you recognize the difference be-
tween submission and loyalty? Loyalty is a quality
of volition. It is voluntary devotion to a thing
because of love and appreciation held in return for
certain rights, privileges and favors extended. If
loyalty is blind, it is not an intelligent manifestation
of it. No one should be loyal to any flag unless the
flag is loyal to him. Should we be loyal to lynch-
law? Should we be loyal to disfranchisement?
Should we be loyal to your Jim-crow Car? Should
we be loyal to your flag that never stands between
our charred and blackened bodies roasted by your
lawless mobs? What we want to do is to make the
American flag so just and fair to every citizen in
the land, without regard to race, nationality or color
that loyalty will flow freely and not have to be
exacted by the whip of the lash.

You next take to task the editors of The Messenger,
A. Philip Randolph and Chandler Owen, for
being Bolshevists. While you are generally adept
at distortion of facts and misrepresentation of cir-
cumstances, you have not very greatly misrepre-
sented us. We would be glad to see a Bolshevik
government substituted in the South in place of
your Bourbon, reactionary, vote-stolen, misrepre-
sentative Democratic régime. In Russia, the fran-
chise, the right to vote, is based upon work, upon
the performance of useful service. Negroes perform
most of the service in the South. According to
Professor Albert Bushnell Hart of Harvard, three-
fifths of the wealth of the South is produced by
Negroes. Practically all Negroes in the South

-petent student of political science like you.

work. Under the Soviet system, their right to vote
would be based upon their service and not upon
race or color. Again, they would be rewarded
according to what they produced and not be robbed
in peonage—a system with which you are well
acquainted. So here goes: If approval of the right
to vote, based upon service instead of race or
color, is Bolshevism, count us as Bolshevists. If
our approval of the abolition of pogroms by the
Bolsheviki is Bolshevism, stamp us again with that
epithet. 1f the demand for political and social
equality is Bolshevism, label us once more with
that little barrack behind which your mental impo-
tency hides when it cannot answer argument.

Our rare gift of prophecy, which appeared in an
article entitled “Negro Police Captains,” in the July
issue of The Messenger, was only rare to an incom-
Were
you versed as a Congressman ought to be, in sociol-
ogy and economics, you would know just as well
as we do that all of the cities where large groups
of Negroes dwell are magazines of race prejudice
dynamite, ready to explode at any moment upon
lighting the fuse. To be very frank, your own state
is an arsenal at this very moment, where something
may happen any day to prove that the Negrues of
your state are not so satisfied and contented as you
think. You had better look around you—you and
all your southern colleagues. You had bette. cut
out your Jim-crow car pretty quick. You had bet-
ter extend the vote to Negro citizens at once. You
had better relinquish your time-worn reaction and
make way for democracy unstreaked by race »r
color lines.

We further note your statement, Mr. Byrnes:
“They (the Negroes) in seeking political and social
equality are cherishing false hopes and are doomed
to disappointment.”

x % *

If the two races are to live together in this country it may
as well be understood that the war has in no way changed
the attitude of the white man toward the social and political
equality of the Negro. 1f as a result of his experience in
the war he does not care to live in this land without political
and social equality, then he can depart for any other country
he wishes and his departure will be facilitated by the white
people of this country, who desire no disturbing factor in
their midst. If by reason of his experience he seeks social
and political equality with the white man, but refuses to con-
sider leaving for parts where it will be willingly given to
him, and cherishes the hope that by violence it can be gained
here, he cannot too quickly realize that there are in this
country 90,000,000 white people determined not to extend
political and social equality to the 10,000,000 Negroes, and a
resort to violence must inevitably bring to the Negro the
greater suffering.

* * *

The answer  to this assumption is that if the
“war has in no way changed the attitude of the
white man toward the social and political equality
of the Negro,” it has nevertheless changed the atti-
tude of the Negro toward social and political equal-
ity, and the latter is important, while the former is
not so material. What we have tried to do for
years is to change the attitude of the Negro. We
think we understand enough about social forces
to know that the Negroes’ changed attitude will
result in a changed attitude on the part of the white
man,

The same is true of Capital and Labor. We
lose no time appealing to Capital. We simply
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organize labor, for we know that Labor organized
and intelligently directed will change the action of
Capital, whatever its attitude may be. Maybe you
are an old South Carolina hayseed and don’t under-
stand psychology. (By the way, is this getting too
high for you, Brother Byrnes?) But attitude is a
point of view. As a point of view it is subject to
modification upon a change of the surrounding con-
ditions. The white man is not immune to such
changes any more than anybody else. And you
might as well face it once for all that your bugaboo
of political and social equality is passing through
its metamorphosis. The present and past Southern
attitude is moribund. It is passing more swiftly
than even Negroes realize. We can do no better
than to quote from a letter of a first lieutenant and
adjutant of the 367th Infantry, found elsewhere in
this issue. He says very aptly: “This social equal-
ity bugbear is purely an American institution, any-
way. We found none of it in France. Whites and
blacks intermingled freely in hotels, cafés, trains and
even at dances and parties, while over one thousand
Negro stevedores intermarried with white French
girls, and I doubt if French honor and prestige have,
in any way, suffered for it. Even the Americans
found social equality not so distasteful under cer-
tain circumstances in France. Many are the times
I have seen white officers and soldiers eating, sleep-
ing and mingling indiscriminately with Negro offi-
cers and soldiers—on the front.

This quotation speaks for itself. No comment
is necessary. Even Mr. Byrnes can see this point!
We pass on to Mr. Byrnes’ invitation to the Negro
to leave the South if he doesn’t like his condition
there, and we note the rather interesting offer that
the South will assist discontented Negroes to facil-
itate their leaving. Watch out, Mr. Byrnes, you
are talking too fast. Don’t you know that the
South used every force at its command to prevent
the Negroes leaving there during the War. And
are you, stupid Congressman, unaware that the
North is now packed with labor agents, trying to
induce the Negroes to return there?

We note your inaccurate statement that there
are 90,000,000 white people determined not to extend
political and social equality to the 10,000,000 Ne-
groes. Don’t you know that 70,000,000 of those
white people have already extended political equal-
ity to the Negro? Do you think all of the Negroes
are disfranchised? Disfranchisement of the Ne-
groes, sir, is exclusively Southern. As for social
equality, there are about five million mulattoes in
the United States. This is the product of semi-social
cquality. It shows that social equality galore exists
after dark, and we warn you that we expect to have
social equality in the day as well as after dark.

Your lying charge that attacks on white women
are generally the cause of lynching are so forcefully
refuted by all the facts collected and compiled by
white men that we pass over it with the reference
to Professor James E. Cutler’s book entitled
“Lynching,” which states that of all the lynchings
only 34 per cent were for actual or alleged rape.

Again, Mr. Byrnes, you speak of “the natural
instinct of the Anglo-Saxon which is greater than
constitutional or legislative enactments” as justi-
fication for your illegal and unconstitutional dis-

There’s a reason!”’

franchisement of the Negro. What becomes of the
sham pretense which you have just been making
of interest in the Negro abiding by the law? Be-
sides the very constitution and laws which you
speak of over-riding by your Anglo-Saxon instinct
were made by you Anglo-Saxons. Nevertheless,
vou are true to Anglo-Saxon traditions. Anglo-
Saxon supremacy has been gained by violence, by
physical force. The end and not the means has
been all that mattered. Constitutions, laws, treaties
—have been but scraps of paper when something
stood between the accomplishment of Anglo-Saxon
aims.

Lastly, you say, ‘“Neither political equality nor
social equality is essential to the happiness of the
Negro.” On the contrary, we hold that both are
not only essential, but inevitable. We have made
considerable headway along both lines and the
period of acceleration is not far away. And even
you, Mr. Byrnes, may yet sit with us in Congress
or in Pullman and dining cars in South Carolina.

The old order is passing. It is passing in race
relations. It is passing in class relations. The old
relations are yielding to the magic touch of the
new democracy. They struggle to hold their own
but are doomed to disappointment, as under the
corroding tooth of time they wear away and cease
to be. The new order of society is upon us. It is

-sweeping away the system which maintains you,

Mr. Byrnes, and all your ilk. With the passing of
the system, the representatives of the system will
follow in a slow, sad cadence to the cosmic tread of
democracy. For us there is hope; for you despair.
We have all to gain; you all to lose. As we watch
your frantic alarm and your myopic desperation,
we remember that the nearness of a ruling class to
the end of its reign can be judged by the rashness
of statement and the severity of measures to which
it resorts.

The sword of Damocles dangles over your so-
called white man’s domination! Rumblings of revo-
lution are heard in the distance! Nemesis is at
hand!

SUGGESTIONS FOR GOOD READING

Each month we shall give suggestions for good
reading. It is our duty to stimulate the spirit and
to supply the direction. Direction comes from light
and intellectual light comes largely from reading

good literature. This month we desire to address
the attention of The Messenger's readers to The

Mexican People, Their Struggle for Freedom, by
De Lara & Pinchon; Social Insurance, by Seager,
and Psychic Factors of Civilization, by Lester F.
Ward.

All of the above-named books and any books
suggested under our Good Reading list may
be secured from the Rand School Book Shop,
7 East 15th Street, New York City. Apply
there for prices, etc.
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flea is to the dog. Their interests
are opposed. They have nothing
in common. Hence, you cannot
protect both the landlord and the
tenant.

Landlords and tenants, white
or black, have nothing in common.
The landlords want to get high
rents; and his tenants want to
pay low rents. The tenants want
to get good service, such as, steam
heat, etc., and the landlords want
to give poor service, and low heat
or no heat, because it costs less.

The Socialist Party would pre-
vent landlords from robbing the
tenants by taxing the unused land
to its full rental value, thereby
forcing it into use.” The landlords
would have either to build or to
sell, in order to get sufficient in-
come with which to pay the high
taxes. This would operate to
increase the supply of houses for
rent. So that landlords would be
seeking tenants instead of, as
now, tenants seeking landlords.
In other words, the supply of
houses for rent would be greater
than the demand, instead of, as
now, the demand being greater
than the supply. This would
force down high rents. Land-
lords charge you high rents be-
cause they know that you have
got to have houses. You cannot
sleep in the parks when snow is
on the ground. Besides, if vou
haven’t got somewhere to stay,
the Republicans and Democrats,
who are controlled by the land-
lords, who, in turn, control the
police, will have you “locked up”
and put in jail, on the grounds
that you are an undesirable char-
acter. So, there you are!

The Negro tenant is between
the devil and the deep sea. He
has got to pay high rents to the
landlords when he stays in their
houses, and high fares to the
moving vans when he is dispos-
sessed. Of course, Republicans
and Democrats tell you that the
poor landlords must get high
rents in order to pay high taxes!

Bless their good old souls!
How could we get along without
them, if the landlords were to
die, the land would pass away.

Negroes suffer more from high
rents than any other class of peo-
ple, because they have been con-
fined to a limited arca in which to
live. on account of the insidious
social custom of race segregation.
Hence, white and black landlords,
bv virtue of this fact, can more
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successfully exploit them. Now,
get this: A Negro Republican or
Democrat whom you might elect
to office, can do you no good
whatever. Because he is a tool
of a party which is controlled by
the very landlords who rob you
through high rents. Some of you
rent houses, and yet have no room
to live in, because you have got
to rent the rooms out to some-
body else, in order to pay the rent.
Mr. Negro Tenant, can’t you see
that? If you do, then join the
rank and file of the great Socialist
movement.

The Negro and the High Cost of
Living

Since 99-9/10 per cent of Ne-
groes are working people, they
find themselves in a hopeless di-
lemma, in as much as, when as
workers, while needing and de-
siring high wages, they are com-
pelled to accept low wages, and
when as consumers, while need-
ing and desiring to pay low prices,
for the things which they produce
and need, upon which to live, they
are compelled to pay high prices.

This is true, of course, of all
working people, white or black,
men or women.

This is because the tools which
you use to produce the things
which you need are owned by
men who desire to make profits
out of your needs. You must
have food and clothing. Hence,
the man who owns the factory in
which these necessities are pro-
duced, can charge you the price
he pleases. The workers in the
factory, who operate the machine-
ery and produce these goods,
must accept the wages offered
them or quit, being poor; if they
quit they will starve. Such is
your plight!

The Republican and Demo-
cratic parties receive campaign
funds from those men who con-
trol the food and clothing supply,
etc., and the man who feeds the
dog will rub his back, and the
dog, in turn, will lick his hand.

Is not that clear, Mr. Negro
voter?

The Republican and Demo-
cratic parties cannot, nor do they
desire to lower the high cost of
living, because they serve the food
profiteers who rob the people
through high prices. While there
are millions of dozens of eggs
in cold storage; egg speculators
are boosting the prices of eggs

above the reaches of the common
people.

The Socialists would abolish
the high cost of living, by taking
the mills, coal mines, factories
and land which labor uses to pro-
duce life’s necessities, also ware-
houses, meat packing industries,
etc.,, out of the hands of private
individuals, whose only desire is
to make profits, and would make
them public properties and con-
luct them for the public’s good

The social ownership of social
tools which produce necessities
for social use, is the only solution
of the problem of the high cost of
living.

Today both the producer and
consumer are robbed. The far-
mer gets little or nothing for what
he produces. He is told that the
market is bad, that the demand
for his products is low, thereby
is induced to accept a price below
the market price. The consumer,
on the other hand, is told that
crops are bad, that goods are
scarce and is thereby forced to
pay an extortionate price for life’s
necessities.

Already the price of milk is
climbing above the mouth of the
babies of the working-class. Milk
monopolies  harvest millions,
while the grim reaper, Death,
harvests millions of innocent in-
fants, who are undernourished for
the lack of milk. The Socialists
would make the city your dairy-
man and sell it to you at cost.

Do you object to this, Mr. Ne-
gro Workingman?

Your only remedy is Socialism.
Vote the entire ticket.

(To be Continued)
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Among all races there are Con-
servatives, Liberals and Radicals.
The Negro is no exception to the
rule. The term *“Radical,” how-
ever, is a relative term, and what
may be regarded as radical among
one group, may not be regarded
as radical among another. Radi-
calism is like luxuries. It varies
with time, place and circum-
stance. Strictly speaking, most
of the men included in our survey
of Negro Radicals would not be
termed radicals, but if we allow
a little leeway, in order to group
together the alleged Radical Ne-
groes, it will be more conve-
nient to discuss the subject.

For the purposes of this article
we shall consider W. E. B. Du
Bois, Kelley Miller, Archibald
Grimke, William Monroe Trot-
ter, George Frazier Miller, Will-
iam Pickens, Francis Grimke,
John E. Bruce, and James W.
Johnson.

The best known man of this
group is Dr. W, E. B. Du Bois.
He secured his title to radicalism
by a vigorous and militant fight
against Dr. Booker T. Washing-
ton, until his death. At that time,
Dr. Du Bois was opposed to dis-
franchisement, segregation, peon-
age, lynching and the Jim-crow
car. He was instrumental in or-
ganizing the National Association
for the Advancement of Colored
People. He was the founder of
the “Crisis” magazine, which is
the organ of the N. A. A. C. P.
Prior to the war, the *“Crisis,”
which is fundamentally the opin-
ion of Dr. Du Bois, was a very
vigorous proponent of Negro radi-
calism. By Negro radicalism we
mean something different from
radicalism proper. One usually
thinks of a Negro radical not as
one who insists upon economic or
political radicalism, but as a Ne-
gro who opposes lynching, de-
mands the vote, condemns the
Jim-crow car, segregation, dis-
crimination and general insult,
while an extreme or ultra-Negro
radical means a Negro who in-
sists on social equality. Any stu-
dent of political science, however,
would readily recognize that all
of these above enumerated injus-
tices and conditions are but the
results and manifestations of
deeper underlying social and eco-
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nomic conditions. They are the
inevitable consequence of hidden
but powerful social forces. That
Du Bois has fallen far short of
recognizing the true causes of the
Negro’s abominable condition is
evident to any scientific student
who will read his books or The
Crisis magazine which he edits.
The reason, however, that Du
Bois is unable to deal with scien-
tific remedies is because he can-
not diagnose his case and discover
through analysis the ultimate and
the immediate causes. For in-
stance, in politics, Du Bois thinks
that Negroes may select good
men, here and there, who will do
their bidding. Now the actual
good man theory has been aban-
doned by real radicals for more
than a half century. Have not
Negroes selected their good men
for Presidents ever since the Civil
War? Was not Hayes one of
their selected good men?—the
same Hayes who compromised
and sold out their rights to the
South upon an old school, under-
hand agreement comparable only
with the secret treaties which
Trotsky exposed? On the eco-
nomic field Du Bois is more bank-
rupt in sound information than he
is on the political field. And the
truth is that his economic ignor-
ance is what gives rise to his
political misinformation. All econ-
omists know that the economic
conditions are reflected on the
political field. The political or-
ganization is very little bit more
than the regulative organization
through which the economic
forces in the background express
themselves. For instance, when
one man controlled a country er
nation, we had monarchy as a
political organization representing
the king as the chief economic
holder and controller of the
wealth of the country. When the
king was forced to include others
in the control of the national re-
sources, a few other men formed
the political organization produc-
ing an oligarchy—government of
the few. Later the electorate was
extended to include the landed
interests and industrial barons,
whereupon we find our so-called
republics and democracies such
as France, England and the
United States. These are repub-
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lics and democracies, however,
only in name. They represent
precisely the economic forces of
the United States. s President
Wilson himself says: *The mas-
ters of the Government of the
United States are the combined
capitalists and manufacturers of
the United States. They have
erected upon the forms of democ-
racy an invisible empire.” This
is too true. In Washington, the
Government is supposed to be lo-
cated. But it is not so. We have
a committee which reflects the
wishes of the Government in
Washington. The Government
of the United States is in New
York and, more strictly speaking,
is located in Wall Street. When
the large combinations of wealth
—the trusts, monopolies and car-
tels are broken up, and the people
get the wealth which they pro-
duce, a new form of government
will then spring forth just as the
Soviet Government was an inevi-
table consequence of the breaking
up of the great estates of Russia
and assigning the land to the peas-
ants, and the wealth produced in
the factories to the workers. It is
as impossible to have a political
machine which does not reflect the
economic organization of a coun-
try, as it is to make a sewing ma-
chine grind flour. A sewing ma-
chine is not made to grind flour.
Neither in structure nor aim is it
so designed to function.

It is a complete misunderstand-
ing of this, to us, very elementary
principle which unfits Du Bois
to act as a political or economic
leader for Negroes. Negroes are
chiefly workers. Ninety-nine per
cent of them are working people.
It is not possible, therefore, to use
the Republican machine, which
was organized, designed and
financed to represent trusts, mon-
opolies and big business. The
Negro does not own the railroads,
mines, forests, water power, oil
wells, mills, factories, telephone
and telegraph communications.
His relation to these great titanic
combines is that of a consumer or
a worker. As a worker the big
industrial combinations are trying
to work him the longest hours and
give him the lowest pay. As a
consumer, these same combina-
tions are charging him the high-
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est prices obtainable when he
buys back the product which he
has produced by his toil. The in-
terests of the Republican machine,
which controls the Republican
Party, are diametrically opposed
to the interests of the masses of
Negroes who work and toil and
sweat and bleed and die while
engaged in the industrial warfare
by which they attempt to eke out
a miserable existence in these
United States. This being true,
it is not possible to expect that
the Republican Party can repre-
sent the interests of the Negro
any more than it can be expected
that a sewing machine will grind
flour.

Industrially, Mr. Du Bois says
he opposes the I. W. W. because
he does not think their methods
are feasible. Here again, the doc-
tor shows crass ignorance of eco-
nomics of labor and industry.
The entire modern labor move-
ment has been tending toward the
one big union principle for the last
two decades. The first transition
step lifted its head in the sympa-
thetic strike. But it was found
that in order to carry out unity
of aim and purpose, an organiza-
tion of labor must be formed
which was co-extensive with the
purpose. This brought forth in
America the I. W. W, a group
of working men who draw no
race, creed or color line, not as a
sentimental virtue which they
dole out with hypocritical unc-
tiousness, but because enlighted
self-interest tells them that it is
impossible to attain the goal at

which they are aiming so long as»

a deadwood force of twelve mil-=
lion Negro workers obstructs thew
way as scabs, non-union men ore
thugs hired by the capitalistse
The rise of the Triple Alliance=~
in England including the miners,.
railway and transport workersw

again confirmed the soundness of »

industrial unionism. The Aus—
tralian workers have adopted the
same course. The Canadian
workers have done the same. The
United Mine Workers of America
have just gone on record to com-
bine with the railway and trans-
port workers to form an American
Triple Alliance of Labor. All of
these developments are germs of
the growing idea whose cosmic
outlines are the One Big Union.
These different alliances are em-
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bryonic. They express the trend
of labor but they will not stop
there. Ior just as a combination
of the railway, mine and transport
workers is more powerful than
any single group standing alone
—this same Triple Alliance will
be greatly augmented when it in-
cludes in its force the policemen,
printers, building trades and all

other workers—skilled and un-
skilled.

The chief need of the Negro is
the organization of his industrial
power. It is really more impor-—
tant (though both are essential®
and must be had) than his politi-*
cal power. One who has neither”
political nor industrial radicalism
can hardly be called a radical in
the strictest sense of the word.
But Du Bois will go on for a
while yet wearing the cognomen
of “radical” on the ground that
he opposes lynching (and all or-
ganisms however low in the scale
of animal life oppose being
killed). The props, however,
are fast being cut from under him
by the New-Crowd Negroes who
are throwing the high-powered
searchlight of scientific criticism
upon men once supposed to be
intellectual titans.

Kelley Miller secured his title
to radicalism by replying to
Thomas Dixon’s “Leopard Spots.”
He succeeded admirably in show-
ing that a white man ought not
kill a Negro without cause, that a
Negro ought not be worked with-
out compensation — adequate or
inadequate, that Negroes ought
to have some education and that
the right to vote ought to be
extended to some Negroes. Of
course, unionism among Negroes
is a closed book to Kelley Miller
and the new message of Social-
ism has not even caught his ear.
Democra: - with him also has
many limicaiions. In 1914, he
wrote a very carefully worded
mathematical argument against
Woman Suffrage. He there
showed that we were perpen-
dicularly separated by age, diag-
onally separated by education
and horizontally separated by
sex. He stated further, that
with years age would change,
with training, education would be
modified, but neither time nor
educati-n had the power to
change the sex of a woman. He
therefore opposed Woman Suf-

frage, however trained, intelli-
gent, alert a woman might be in
the science of government, simply
because she could not make a
man of herself. And this a Negro
professor of Sociology in the
largest Negro university in the
world! A few months ago, speak-
ing in the Church of the Ascen-
sion in New York, in reply to a
question of some one in the au-
dience, Professor Miller, profes-
sor of Sociology in Howard Uni-
versity, solemnly and seriously
admitted that he did not know
the meaning of the words prole-
tarian and bourgeois. We reite-
rate then, that judged by a tech-
nical standard, Kelley Miller, too.
falls far short of being a radical.
His reputation rests upon a race
defense reply to the reactionary
Thomas Dixon in which reply
Miller showed great literary abil-
ity in the use of satire. repartee
and wit.

Archibald Grimke is a Negro
radical of a different type from
the two foregoing men. His rad-
icalism began with an intense
interest in removing injustices
against which Negroes are today
revolting. He came along with
the Du Bois school and early
joined in a similar opposition to
the Booker Washington idea. A
man of nearly seventy vears, it is
probably too much to expect that
he could assume a fundamental
radical position at this late date.
In politics he still feels so keenly
opposed to the Democrats that he
is willing to accept the Republi-
cans, regarded by most Negroes
as a little bit better than the Dem-
ocrats, as his chief advance in the
political fight. He is a regular
reader of The Liberator and has
caught the meaning of the new
message of Socialism. Were it
not for the old school training
which emphasizes playing politics
with the winner, he might even
at this late date be a Liberal or
a Radical in a technical sense.
Facing the question whether he
would rather be with the best side
or the winning side, has to be
answered now in the favor of the
winning side —not because Mr.
Grimke is a man lacking in cour-
age, but because he naturally feels
what most old men feel—that his
golden past is behind him and not
a golden future before him, that

(Continued on p. 20)
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The Social Value of the Uncultured

The race conflicts precipitated
recently in the cities of Washing-
ton, Chicago, Charleston, Long-
view, Knoxville, and elsewhere
have provoked many animadver-
sions—the theories of their re-
mote causes have been innumera-
ble; and, doubtless, every theory
advanced in explanation of these
eruptions possessed its degree of
soundness and positive value in
the effort at elimination of the
evils afflicting the national life.

As highly desirable as is a
knowledge of the underlying rea-
sons explanatory of these con-
flicts for a utilization of such
knowledge in the eradication of
the evil itself, no effort will here
be made at such an exposition.
Of quite another matter we pur-
pose at this point to speak.

While we take no pleasure in
racial conflicts and deplore most
.profoundly the bloody combats
that disrupt the tranquility of any
community life, we are, neverthe-
less, elated at the dauntlessness of
the colored people in the afore-
mentioned contests and the spirit
of determination which possesses
them in these days of anguish and
uncertainty.

Their splendid demeanor and
assertiveness, when necessity lay
upon them to respond to the at-
tack of their oppressors, challenge
our unstinted admiration, and
have won for them a constrained
respect from those who formerly
held them in contempt. While a
readiness for a general defense
may be accounted for in various
-ways, there is one outstanding
fact or force, highly worthy of

our consideration. which entered 3}

as a telling factor in the splendid
account which. in each case, the
colored people gave of them-
seves; and without which they
would, most undoubtedly, have
been hopelessly outclassed, and
abandoned most pathetically to
the viciousness and heartlessness
of the white rowdyism that de-
liberately set itself to the abuse
and oppression of the black ele-
ment of the population,

No review will here be given of
the well known arrogance of the
white oppressors and their pre-
sumption that, at will, they may
indulge their accursed vehemence
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By George Frazier Miller

with impunity, and subject, with-
out redress, the defenseless black
man to their murderous and hate-
ful passion.

The writer could name, off-
hand, a very considerable number
of acquaintances in the cities of
Washington and Charleston who,
according to his most confident
belief, were not a factor in the
actual fighting — attack or de-
fense — that disturbed the peace
of their respective cities.

That they were entitled to de-
fense, and would have been
highly justified in making their
defense, is unquestionably true;
that an unprovoked attack upon
their lives was in gross violation
of a sacred and inalienable right
was to them a matter of simple
knowledge; that they were not at
hand defending themselves (their
group) or repelling their assail-

directed against individuals as
such?

Surely the many persons and
groups whom the writer holds in
mind are not insensible of their
rights and the sacredness of their
security in the normal pursuits of
life; their spirits are proud and
assertive of all their manly claims;
their sensibilities feel the sore
wounding of the contemptible
affronts gratuitously heaped upon
them ; the moral quality of resent-
ment is a strong element of their
spiritual constitution, and the in-

“YOU CAN'T KEEP
A GOOD CAT DOWN”
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ants is, to the mind of the writer,
in the absence of positive infor-
mation, most highly probable. If
this supposition be true, what ac-
counts for their absence and their
non-participation in a work made
necessary by virtue of the assault
upon them—upon them because it
was a class attack, and not one

¥

dispensability of resistance, to the
maintenance of selt-respect, is to

them an intuitive conviction.
Why were they, then, not in the
fight?

They are by no means cowards
—they are not of that cringing,
skulking breed that fears to take

(Continued on p. 24)
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Economic Conditions in St. Thomas, V. 1., U. S. A.

Legislature and Judiciary

The present judiciary to a
student of history resembles the
Star Chamber of the Middle Ages.
The laws in practise date as far
back as 1743, mostly written in
Danish. The method of court
procedure always holds a person
guilty until he proves uimself in-
nocent. In short, you are term-
ed a prisoner at the bar. Perhaps
Danish lawmakers got this idea
from the methods of procedure
practised in the Inquisional
Courts of the 13th century found-
ed by Pope Innocent III . The
courts at present (in spite of the
fact that the American flag flies
on the islands) are private. With
the essentials of the.law written
in Danish, the judge not properly
posted with the knowledge of
American court procedure—and a
lawyer ignorant of the Danish
language to defend you, how can
justice be given to us? What is
ridiculous to the mind of a radical
is the following: Two years ago
a Democratic Congress approved
of a bill, originally called Flood’s
Bill, and now known as “An act
to provide a temporary govern-
ment for the Danish West Indian
Islands acquired by the U. S.”
The act maintains in Section II
that the judgments, orders and
degrees of this (Star Chamber)
nicknamed the court, are final,
except sections 239 and 240 of
this code. Consequently the pres-
ent judiciary is not American in
make-up, and an immediate
change is sincerely wished for
among the people of the Virgin
Islands.

Our political situation is some-
thing deplorable. This same act

By Rothschild Francis

(continued from last month)

referred to above, supports the
Colonial law for the Danish West
Indian Islands published at Ama-
lianborg, April 6, 1906, which
made the franchise monetary.
Now since this same act declares
in Section 7, “That all military,
civil and judicial powers are vest-
ed in the governor and such per-
son or persons as the President
may appoint”; and since the last
paragraph of Section 18 (Colonial
Lak) reads: “Within ten years
from entering into operation of
this law, the provisions concern-
ing franchise contained in this
section are to be revised”—it is
consequently self-evident that
either the governor or the Coloni-
al Council could request the
abrogation of this section 18. We
want a manhood suffrage and are
not demanding more than the
founders of this republic demand-
ed from imperialistic England 1n
their day. The members of the
Colonial Council, being at that
period all merchants, planters, or
their agents, did not want the
franchise changed from monetary,
knowing that nine-tenths of the
working people could not qualify.
The law reads: “A man in St.
Croix or St. John must either
own a property that is calculated
likely to yield a yearly rent of
at least $100., and in St. Thomas
at least $140 (or in the preceed-
ing year has had a clear annual
income of $300.” But laborers in
St. Croix get from 30c. to 35c.
per day and are only regularly
employed during a certain period
of the year, so that it is not pos-
sible for them to purchase prop-
erty and to have the clear annual
income required, with their low

wage. The same condition exists
in St. Thomas, except that the
men are paid from 8lc. to $1.50
per day, but these men only work
about four times in a month. A
few mechanics who run shops and
whose incomes can’t be estimat-
ed with any certainty, together
with a few clerks (who must do
their employer’s biding) have the
franchise. The majority, how-
ever, are political paupers. In a
population of 10,000 only 231 can
vote.

The Working People’s Com-
mittee, a body whose leaders rep-
resent every element in the isl-
ands, made a special study of this
situation and have devised ways
and means to beter conditions.
They propose to boycott the pro-
fiteering merchant class, to estab-
lish cooperative groceries, restau-
rants, markets, clothing stores,
drug stores, etc.—to organize an
industrial union and conduct
classes in economics. Such things
will bring these plutocratic par-
asites of society to their senses
and give the poor people their
inalienable rights (1) a voice in
the affairs of their island home.
(2) the right to eat clean food,
wear good clothes, live in better
homes, read good books and raise
their standard of living.

Cooperation and perseverance
are necessary. Let us stop look-
ing up into the skies for help. It

_appears to me that our aerial

helper is either dead or sleeps too
soundly. Let us, therefore, break
the shackles of fear and supersti-
tion, remembering that “He that
would be free must himself
strike the blow.”

(Continued from p. 18)
the years are short and that no
new policy can be entered upon
which consumes some considera-
ble time before attainment. His
fight as president of the N. A.
A. C. P. of Washington, D. C,,
has been marked by courage, per-
sistence, unswerving loyalty to
the Negroes’ cause. His organi-

zation in Washington has been
the backbone of N. A. A. C. P.
movement in the United States.
In truth, outside of Washington
it cannot be said that the N. A. A.
C. P. has any actual functiening
organization, and this is due in
large measure to the unremitting
advocacy and the dogged resolu-
tion of Archibald H. Grimke.

This article will be continued
next month to include:

WM. MONROE TROTTER
GEORGE FRAZIER MILLER
WILLIAM PICKENS
FRANCIS J. GRIMKE

JOHN E. BRUCE

JAMES WELDON JOHNSON
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fantry Negro soldiers disobeyed
the commands of their officers,
seized arms and ammunition,
marched into the city of Houston
and inaugurated a reign of terror,
massacring white men, women
and children in cold blood.

The charges, stripped of their
verbiage largely, were as follows:

1. Violation of the 64th Article
of War, in that the prisoners wil-
fully disobeyed the orders of
Major K. S. Snow, commander
of the battalion of 24th U. S.
Infantry.

2. Violation of the 66th Article
of War, in that they had mutinied,
upon the same date, and had
broken out of camp, seizing arms
and ammunition.

3. Violation of the 92d Article
of War, in that they had “delib-
erately” killed fourteen men in
the City 'of Houston, on the same
date, including an officer in the
army and a private.

4. Violation of the 93d Article
of War, in that they had “delib-
erately” and feloniously assaulted
white residents of Houston with
military rifles, with intent to
murder.

Each accused pleaded ‘“Not
Guilty” to each and all charges.

Dozens of witnesses, including
police officers of Houston and res-
idents of that city as well as a
large number of members of the
battalion of the 24th Infantry, to
which the accused belonged, tes-
tified for the prosecution.

The record shows that testi-
mony of the prosecution was to
the effect that on the night of
August 23, 1917, Negro soldiers
of the 24th Infantry battalion re-
ferred to, well armed and com-
manded by acting Sergeant Vida
Henry of 1 Company, had in-
vaded the city, killing and wound-
ing these people above referred
to. Just preceding this invasion
over 2,000 shots had been fired
toward the city by members of
the battalion after somebody had
yelled, “Here comes the mob!
Get your guns!” There had been
two outbursts of such firing,
which the officers’had been unable
to prevent, as there was plainly
evident at that time a period of
intense excitement among the
soldiers, who feared that a mob
was coming from Houston to
attack them.

Throughout the 700 printed
pages of the Court-martial Pro-
ceedings a discerning eye can
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readily perceive the vicious racial
prejudice of the white witnesses
of the prosecution, and the fear
and reluctance to testify of the
Negro soldiers who were wit-
nesses for the prosecution. One
can also easily perceive, that the
soldiers of the 24th Infantry had
been stationed among a people
who were clearly their enemies,

and who would show them no -

mercy at any time.
Some Significant Facts

The following causes leading
up to the revolt of August 23,
1917, were agreed upon by both
prosecution and defense as state-
ments of fact. The reader will
readily grasp their great signifi-
cance as pertaining to its case:

There had been a number of
instances wherein trouble had
occurred between the Negro sol-
diers and white men at Camp
Logan, where the 24th soldiers
performed guard duty, over the
enforcement of the Texas “Jim

. Crow” law, which required segre-

gation of Negroes and whites. It
would appear that this could have
been avoided by the exercise of
a little judgment upon the part
of commanding officers.

There had been a number of
clashes between soldiers of the
24th and policemen of FHouston,
resulting in strained relations.
There is no question of doubt
that city police officers had bru-
tally beaten soldiers of the 24th
unnecessarily, showinyg the most
outrageous racial prejudice. This
brutality had appeared to be the
regular thing at Houston in the
handling of Negro soldiers who
had been placed under arrest.

The epithet, “nigger,” com-
monly applied to all Negroes by
a certain type of Southern people
(this was even the case by many
of the prosecution’s white wit-
nesses), is regarded by many Ne-
groes as a dirty slur against their
race. Its use was resented by the
24th Infantry men when applied
to them.

Negro soldiers of the 24th serv-
ing as military policemen, had
been ordered by their officers to
co-operate with policemen of
Houston in handling 24th men
who violated city civil laws. It
appeared that they were willing
to obey orders, with a view to
preventing racial trouble, but
white policemen of Houston re-
fused to co-operate in this man-
ner with “niggers.”

The following statement, which
was included in the list of facts
agreed to by both prosecution and
defense, is extensively significant
as an indication of the feeling
among the colored soldiers of the
24th. Analyze it carefully:

“There may have been many
other contributing causes, such as.
the recent race riot at East St.
Louis, which it would not be
proper or profitable to call espe-
cially to the attention of the
court.”

(“Why not? If some of these
causes had been called to the at-
tention of the court would they
have constituted a disgraceful
reflection upon the damnable
record of the American people for
mob violence against the Negro
race?"’)

The immediate cause of the
revolt by the colored soldiers,
agreed to by both prosecution
and defense as a statement of
fact, follows:

On August 23, 1917, Policeman
Sharks of Houston had slapped a
colored woman of the city in the
face. Private Edwards, of the
24th, who was under the influence:
of liquor, interfered in the wom-
an’s behalf. Edwards was badly
beaten by Sharks and arrested.
Later on in the same day Corpo-
ral Charles Baltimore, colored
soldier of the 24th, then acting as.
a military policeman in the city,
approached Sharks and asked him
for his version of the affair with
Edwards, stating that it was his,
(Baltimore’s) duty as M. P. to
report the matter to his superior
officers at the battalion camp. In
answer to this request Sharks.
struck Baltimore who, armed like
all the 24th M. P.’s, with a club
only, ran away. Sharks fired
three shots at him, pursued him.
into a house nearby, compelled
him to come out from under the-
bed, where he had taken refuge,
beat him heavily over the head
with his revolver, and placed him
under arrest in the city jail. A
rumor spread to the 24th Infantry
camp that Corporal Baltimore
had been murdered and that a.
mob of white men would come:
out from Houston that night to-
attack the camp and kill the col-
ored soldiers.  Although the
prosecution’s testimony shows.
that an officer of the 24th had
gone to the city jail, secured Bal-
timore’s release and taken himu
back to camp, there was intense:



excitement among the Negro sol-
diers and a strong feeling that
they were to be mobbed that
night. (No one but a Negro fully
realized just what that word
“mob” means when violence is
to be used against them.) Let it
be said here that it is admitted
that there was a crowd of some
3,000 white people assembled in
front of one of the Houston fire
stations on the night of the 23d
of August, 1917. For what pur-
pose were they there assembled?

There appears to be no doubt
that fourteen white residents of
Houston had been killed and eight
others wounded on the night of
August 23, 1917.

Long after the conclusion of the
court-martial’s proceedings on
November 28, 1917, it was an-
nounced that all of the prisoners
had been found guilty on. all
charges, a typical court-martial
verdict.

After a mockery of a trial, in
which they were condemned, be-
fore they were tried, and in which
the entire proceedings had been
conducted secretly, it was appro-
priate that thirteen of them
should be done on the gallows of
San Antonio, December 11, 1917.

The Prisoners’ Side of It

From information given me by
members of the 24th Infantry
who were victims of this court-
martial and who are now inmates
" of this prison—intelligent young
men whose faces indicate no crim-
inal tendencies, men who look one
in the eye and whose statements
have impressed me as being
truthful ones—the colored sol-
diers: of the 24th were in great
fear that a mob numbering thous-
ands of armed white men were
to come out from Houston on the

night of August 23, 1917, and to

attack them. Even the testimony
of the prosecution showed that
there was such fear in the bat-
talion camp. Racial feeling ran
high against the Negro soldiers
and there was a strong and well-
defined feeling among whites that
Negroes had no right to be wear-
ing uniforms on Southern soil.

It is also shown by testimony
in the court that the colored sol-
diers had asked each other on
that night this question:

“Why should we go to France
to risk our lives in battle for these
white men who abuse us and mob
us here at home?”
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The rulers of America have yet
to answer that question. When
the answer is given let them re-
member the bloody pogroms at
East St. Louis and a thousand
other places.

ILet the fair-minded person who
investigates the train of causes
leading up to the affair at Hous-
ton sum up the conclusion thus
derived and, without extenuating
the crime of these Negro soldiers,
render judgment justly.

Back of it all was there perhaps
this feeling among these Negro
soldiers: “I have been trained to
the use of arms, taught to walk
erectly and to value myself in
proportion. Why should I submit
to being beaten and abused con-
stantly by these white men, many
of whom I can easily see are infe-
rior to me mentally and physical-
ly?” Again, here is a question
which requires an answer.

These colored soldiers remem-
bered the affair at Brownsville,
in this same state of Texas, dur-
ing the administration of Pres-
ident Roosevelt, when their com-
rades of the Negro 25th Infantry
Regiment had revolted against
oppressive conditions. Perhaps
they remembered the cruel treat-
ment meted out to Mexicans
by Texas “rangers” and other
“peace” officers. On every side
they saw the terrible ring of bru-
tality which encircled them, come
closer.

Desperate, feeling that there
was no hope of justice for them,
let us try to sense the feeling of
these soldiers when, believing
that a mob of white men were
coming to attack their camp,
Sergeant” Vida Henry of I Com-
pany ordered the men to. fall in
“that night of August 23, 1917.”
Listen to this statement made to
me by one of the men here who
was a pdrticipant in that march:

“Had the older officers of the
24th Infantry been on duty with
the battalion at Houston, this
trouble would never have oc-
curred. Had Major Snow not
revoked the passes and had he
allowed the men to go to town as
usual, I don’t believe there would
have been so much unrest among
the men. This action showed that
the officers must have been
afraid that the soldiers would
have been attacked when they
were out of camp without their
arms. The men were marched
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out of camp in military formation
by Sergeant Vida Henry. A large
majority of them knew not where
they were going but were simply
obeying orders from Sergeant
Henry. I believe the men were
under the impression that they
were going out to establish a
skirmish line to protect the camp.
They knew nothing of the Serge-
ant’s intention. When the men
realized fully what they were
doing, a vanguard and a rear-
guard had been thrown out by
the leader to prevent anyone from
falling out.”

In explanation of this state-
ment the soldier prisoner in-
formed me that many of the com-
pany of officers had been with the
battalion from one month to three
months only, and that many of
the non-commissioned officers
were at student camp in Iowa.
The permits revoked by Major
Snow were passes to go out of
camp to attend an entertainment
given by colored people in Hous-
ton on the evening of the revolt.
Testimony presented by the pros-
ecution showed that Major E. S.
Snow, battalion commander, left
the camp soon after the firing
commenced. The shepherd de-
serted his flock.

During the march of the muti-
neers, not over 100 in number,
into the city of Houston, the
Houston policemen who had man-
ifested their courage upon a num-
ber of occasions by beating and
manhandling colored soldiers
when the latter were unarmed in
the city, dared not face the sol-
diers when they carried their
rifles and bayonets. With the
exception of four or five police-
men who went out to investigate
the reported riot and who were
killed or wounded by the soldiers,
the gallant members of the
“force” preferred to remain away
from the scene. As one of them
expressed it in his testimony for
the prosecution during the court-
martial. “Why should I go out
there and get hell shot out of
me?’ For it was Houston polices
men that Sergeant Henry and a
few others were after and not
innocent men, women and chil-
dren, as the Associated Press dis-
patches had stated. If innocent
men were killed or wounded it
was because of the great range
and penetration of bullets fired
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by the high powdered military
rifles.

It may be stated here that Ser-
geant Henry, leader of the out-
break, realizing the terrible fate
which awaited him if he returned
to camp, blew out his brains
with the rifle he had carried.

In reply to my question: “When
somebody on the night of August
23, 1917, yelled “The mob is com-
ing! Get your guns!” and where
a mad rush was made, the men
thought a mob was coming, didn’t
they? Now was there a mob, or
were their shots fired into your
camp that night?” I received the
following answer:

“Yes, the men were expecting
the camp to be attacked. One
shot was fired from the East side
of camp (nearest town). Whether
it was fired from the city side
of the short street which divided
our camp and the city, this one
shot was fired, the firing com-
menced all over camp. 1 saw no
mob, but one man was killed in
Company M, whether by his own
men or not, I don’t know. But
M Company was fired on from
the East. (The city was on the
east side of the camp.)”

This man gave me the follow-
ing as some of the local conditions
prevailing which the 24th Infan-
try men were compelled to face:

“We were told upon our ar-
rival at Houston that the citizens
had petitioned the commanding
general protesting against send-
ing Negro soldiers to Houston.
Some fellow, a Prohibitionist, had
handbills struck, calling the peo-
ple’s attention to the fact that
thirty thousand Negro soldiers
would soon be in the city, and
that if they allowed the city to
remain “wet” to prepare to suffer
the consequences. He said, “Re-
member Brownsville!” This was

(Continued from p. 19)
its chance in the open contests of
life; they belong not to that grov-
eling element that puts physical
life above honor; that would en-
dure all indignities for the mere
privilege of breathing.

What then, you ask, is the ex-
planation of their absence?

It is the spirit of retirement su-
perinduced by culture. That
training which brings one to an
appreciation of, and abidance in,
the delicate features of refinement
causes a recoiling with a shuddel:
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to refresh the people’s memories
as to the riot which had occurred
at Brownsville, Texas, between
the 25th Infantry (colored) and
citizens of that place during
Roosevelt’s administration. This
trouble of ours had been brewing
for us from the very first day of
our arrival at Houston. We had
to walk lots of times on account
of street cars being filled up be-
hind the “Jim Crow” signs, yet
Mexicans and other workmen
were allowed to sit any place.”

Reverting to the trial, I asked
him the question: “Just what
pressure was brought to bear
upon the members of the 24th
Infantry to compel them to tes-
tify against their comrades, and
how was it brought and by whom?
He replied:

“The men were arrested out
of camp, and when they were
confronted by the Investigating
Board they were told that the
“goods” were on them and that
they would all hang unless they
told all that they knew on the
other men, and in the end they
were promised immunity. Just
what that immunity was I do not
know. The Board consisted of
Captain Preston, Captain Fox
and Lieutenant Leany.” Here
were “third-degree” methods used
by army officers which would do
credit to the rotten detective de-
partment of any large American
city.

Let the reader picture in his
mind the threats made by army
inquisitions to their helpless vic-
tims in the trap, with the terrible
sinister shadow of the gallows
used by the torturers to extract
“evidence” from the prisoners.

When the court-martial closed
on November 28, 1917, the pris-
oners knew nothing as to their
fate. That was a refined form of

from the coarser displays of life:
the higher the culture the more
revolting become the coarser in-
dulgences of the day, so that a
man may be brought to that high
pitch of refinement which impels
him to the attitude once taken by
an eminent citizen of America and
expressed in language now made
memorable by the questionable-
ness of its sincerity: “There is
such a thing as being too proud
to fight,” The more intense the
devotion to the refinements of so-
ciety, the greater becomes the

cruelty to keep them in suspense.
They were tried secretly, so far
as their relatives and friends and
general public were concerned.
Chey were condemned secretly,
and thirteen of them were ex-
ccuted secretly on December 11,
1917.  Here is the statement of
one of the prisoners now at Leav-
enworth, as made to me:

“The date of execution was
kept sccret, absolutely so that no
friends or relatives knew any-
thing about the execution until
after it was all over. The place
of execution was heavily guarded
for weeks after the execution, so
I was told by our guards. This
was to prevent the bodies from
being taken up and burned by
civilians. We knew nothing of
the verdict until after the thirteen
men were hung. Our sentences
were not read to us, but were
given to us verbally by the Judge-
Advocate, Col. J. A. Hull.”

May those facts sink deeply
into the minds of fairminded men
who are now protesting against
the many miscarriages of justices
because of the brutal and obsolete
military laws of the American
army.

Two other court-martials were
afterward held on other members
of the 24th Infantry because of
the Houston affair. Five men
were executed on the second one
and others were imprisoned as
were the men of the first court-
martial. At the third court-mar-
tial, one man was executed and
others imprisoned. At the pres-
ent time there are 57 of the 24th
Infantry men here at Leaven-
worth Penitentiary, sentenced to
long terms of imprisonment, and
9 more are at the Fort Leaven-
worth Military Prison.

spirit of insistence upon the main-
tenance of the dignity of the gen-
tleman; and mixing in a street
broil or riot is regarded as out of
harmony with, and wholly de-
structive of, the genius of noble
manhood and of the modesty be-
fitting womanhood.

To such a man will come, from
time to time, the internal contest
between the maintenance of his
gentlemanly dignity and the in-
stinct of self-preservation. His
feeling of personal dignity and

(Continued on p. 31)
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HER THIRTEEN BLACK SOLDIERS

!
ARCHIBALD H. GRIMKE

She hanged them, her thirteen black soldiers,

She hanged them for mutiny and murder,

She hanged them after she had put on them her
uniform,

After she had put on them her uniform, the uniform
of her soldiers,

She told them they were to be brave, to fight and,
if needs be to die for her.

This was many years beforc she hanged them, her
thirteen black soldiers.

She told them to go there and they went,

To come here and they came, her brave black sol-
diers.

For her they went without food and water,

For her they suffered cold and heat,

For her they marched by day,

For her they watched by night,

For her in strange lands they stood fearless,

For her in strange lands they watched shelterless,

For her in strange lands they fought,

For her in strange lands they bled,

For her they faced fevers and fierce men,

For her they were always and everywhere ready to
die.

And now she has hanged them, her thirteen bhluck
soldiers.

For murder and mutiny she hanged them in anger
and hate,

Hanged them in secret and dark and disgrace,

In secret and dark she disowned them,

In secret and dark buried them and left them in
nameless disgrace.

Why did she hang them, her thirteen black soldiers?

Why did she bury them in nameless disgrace?

They had served her, her faithful black soldiers,

They had served her without flinching,

They had served her in peril, in fever, with wounds.

For her at her bidding they marched ready to die,

For her they gave their bodies to wind and rain and
cold,

For her they marched without turning or tiring to
face her enemies,

For her they charged them and their cannon,

For her they leaped over danger and breastworks,

For her they clutched out of defeat, victory,

For her they laid their all at her feet, her thirteen
black soldiers. )

But she hanged them in anger and hate,

And buried them in nameless disgrace.

Yes, why did she hang them, her thirteen black
soldiers?

What had they done to merit such fate?

She sent them to Houston, to Houston, in Texas,

She sent them in her uniform to this Southern city,

She sent them her soldiers, her thirteen brave sol-
diers.

They went at her bidding to Houston,

They went where they were ordered.

They could not choose another place,

For they were soldiers and went where they were
ordered.

They marched into Houston not knowing what
awaited them.
Insult awaited them and violence.
Insult and violence hissed at them from house
windows and struck at them in the streets,
American colorphobia hissed and struck at them as
they passed by on the streets.

In street cars they met discrimination and insult,

“They are not soldiers, they and their uniforms,

They are but common niggers,

They must be treated like commmon niggers,

They and their uniform.”

So hissed colorphobia, indigenous to Texas.

And then it squirted its venom on them,

Squirted its venom on them and on her uniform,

In their black faces the venom splashed,

Into their brave heads colorphobia sunk its fangs,

And covered with foul slime her uniform,

The uniform of thirteen black soldiers.

And what did she do, she who put that uniform on
them,

And bade them to do and die if needs be for her?

Did she raise an arm to protect them?

Did she raise her voice to frighten away the rep-
tilian thing?

Did she lift a finger or shy a word of rebuke at it?

Did she do anything in defence of her black sol-
diers?

She did nothing. She sat complacent, indifferent
in her seat of power.

She had eyes but she refused to see what Houston
was doing to her black soldiers,

She had ears but she stuffed them with cotton,

That she might not hear the murmured rage of her
black soldiers.

They suffered alone, they were defenseless against
insult and violence,

For she would not see them nor hear them nor
protect them. )

Then in desperation they smote the reptilian thing,

They smote it as they had smitten before her ene-
mies,

For was it not her enemy, the reptilian thing, as well
as their own?

They in an hour of madness smote it in battle

furiously,

And it shrank back from their blows hysterical,

Terror and fear of death seized it, and it cried unto
her for help.

And she, who would not hear her black soldiers in
their dire need,

She, who put her uniform on them, heard their
enemy.

She flew at its call and hanged her brave black
soldiers.

She hanged them for doing for themselves what she
ought to have done for them,

She hanged them for resenting insult to her uniforni,

She hanged them for defending from violence her
brave black soldiers.

I.oval to the last were they and obedient.
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“Attention!” she said to them, her thirteen black With the souls of warriors they marched without a
whimper to their doom.

soldiers,

And without fear or bravado they marched at her
bidding, singing their death song,
They marched with the dignity of brave men to the

gallows,

diers,

And so they were hanged, her thirteen black sol-

And so they lie buried in nameless disgrace.

The Social Experience of the Negro Soldier Abroad

During the late war Negro sol-
diers formed a portion of every
considerable branch of the United
States Army which went over-
seas. Many thousands of these
men still retain unforgettable im-
pressions of England, Belgium,
Luxemburg, Italy, France and
Germany. In 1918, there were in
the French Republic alone two
hundred thousand black men from
the United States. At that time
over five hundred thousand Sene-
galese and Moroccan fighters
were then already on European
soil. The Negro Americans in-
cluded about sixty thousand fight-
ing men and one hundred and
forty thousand stevedores or quar-
termaster corps personnel. The
principal fighting units were the
92d Division, composed of thirty
thousand men of all branches and
the 369th, 370th, 371st and 372d
Infantries, composed of about
three thousand six hundred men
each. There were fifteen Pioneer
Infantries and other units. The
stevedores or quartermaster corps
personnel were known as labor
battalions. The fighting units
were mobile, the labor battalions,
either mobile or stationary. The
quality of the men in the labor
battalions was as high as that of
the fighting regiments. The steve-
dores were commanded by white
non-commissioned and commis-
sioned officers coming principally
from the southern United States.
Negroes acted as line officers in
the 92d Division and the 370th
Infantry.

Naturally, it was in France that
the Negro Americans had most
of their experience abroad. Their
experience in England was merely
transitory. They saw Luxemburg
and Italy only as small and de-
tached units. They formed a fleet-
ing but definite idea of Belgium
and occupied Germany (Alsace-
Lorraine) for a brief period im-
mediately after the armistice.
But it remained for France, the

Lieut. William N. Colson

France of the Declaration of the
Rights of Man and of the Citizen,
to give them a taste of social ex-
perience which will long outlive
the bitter memories of either the
sound of battle or the toil of la-
bor. France has solved and ex-
emplified for black men {from
America the answer to the most
fundamental of all human ques-
tions—the world-long struggle
for freedom.

Wherever the traveler goes in
France, the words “Liberty,
Equality, Fraternity” constantly
meet his gaze. Those are the im-
mortal words on every “arc de
triomphe,” on every popular mon-
ument, on money and on stamps.
The basic idea of liberty, equal-
ity, fraternity permeates every
part and section of French life.
The structure of society is almost
devoid of class distinction. Cus-
toms are easily appropriated and
readily discarded. Law, because
sanctioned by the people them-
selves, is held in great respect.
French democracy forbids the fur-
ther ascendency of church and
army. Science, art and litera-
ture have reached their greatest
height in the free atmosphere of
a liberty loving people.

The French family is of the
most amiable type. The individ-
ual member, social, self abnegat-
ing—is characterized by impul-
sive human sympathy,—it is his
desire to make life more happy,
not only for the other members
but for all who come in contact
with the family.

Intellectual candor is another
striking characteristic of this peo-
ple. Their morality is based on
logic rather than on ethical feel-
ing. It is this faculty for the
truth, coupled with the reflex of
their history and traditions grow-
ing out of the French Revolution,
which give the Frenchman his
fearless and always modern ideas
about race, sex, religion, color of

the skin and general morality.
Brieux and Lavedan have well
expressed French morality in
their familiar dramas.

It must also be remembered
that Socialism is a very vigorous
force in the Republic. Socialists
play an important part in the pol-
itics of every department, and it
is they who are responsible for
most of the advanced social legis-
lation of both department and
state. Labor forces in France
have been marshaled by this
powerful class for many years.
MM. Jaurés, Vaillant and Hervé
were among the most potent fig-
ures before the war. Today sees
perhaps the greatest of all living
French Socialists, Anatole France,
again exerting a nation-wide in-
fluence. It is these great forces
of life and freedom which make
the undying principles of “L.iber-
ty, Equality and Fraternity” real.

Into this fair country, the Ne-
gro Americans came. We saw
them unloading the big ships at
the great sea ports, Brest, St.
Nazaire, Bordeaux, Marseilles, Le
Havre and Cherbourg. We saw
them stocking warehouses at
Tours, at Gievres, Dijon and at
Is-sur-Tillee.  There was one
steady stream of them from the
coast to Chaumont and from the
Saone Valley to Epinal, Nancy
and Verdun. Their units were
billeted in small villages of the
Vosges from Bourbonne-les-Bains
to Corre and Passavant and later
from St. Dié to Raon I’Etape.
They were stationed at Blois,
Vierzon, Paris, Bourges, Le
Mans, St. Aignan-Noyers, Nantes.
Langres, Belfort, Thinn and Mar-
bache. They went on leave to
Savoie, to Brittany and to the
great cities. It is safe to say that
with the exception of deliberate
limitation by the American mili-
tary authorities, the Negro sol-
diers gained a fairly representa-
tive view of French life and man-
ners.



Because of the large number of
men used in the world war, sol-
diers were billeted in the homes
of the French population, rather
than placed in barracks. Very
often a town of five thousand
population would house seven
thousand five hundred soldiers,
who would live in the cellars,
lofts and barns. All vacant rooms
in dwelling houses were utilized.
In many cases the family made
use of a lesser amount of space
in order to care for the warriors.
This arrangement was the great-
est single factor in giving the Ne-
gro soldiers of the United States
that social experience which forms
the basis of the most compensat-
ing lesson of their mission abroad.
They came in close contact with
the family, the inner manifesta-
tion of French life and democ-
racy.

Briefly stated, the principal
points of social contact which the
Negro soldiers had, were the
towns, the cafés and restaurants,
the leave areas and the great
cities. In each one of those
groups of places, they enjoyed
with the French, the common
every-day experiences of life. It

is needless to say that the French

took the Negro soldiers on terms
of absolute social equality, just
as they took Englishmen or Bel-
gians on terms of absolute so-
cial equality. Of all the Ameri-
can soldiers, the good natured
Negro, who learned the French
language and manners so easily,
was without a doubt the best
liked American. Hundreds of
unsolicited testimonials, verbal
and written, attest to this undeni-
able fact. Many are the remin-
iscences with which black men
refer to their fair treatment in all
parts of France. Once the fine
nature and high character of the
Negro Americans became mani-
fest, the French people opened
their homes welcomely to them.
They wined and dined them at

every opportunity. They made
invidious comparisons between

the whites and the blacks, but
always in favor of the blacks.
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When the riots between French
and American soldiers and sail-
ors occurred at Brest, the French
made it emphatically clear that
American Negroes, “camarades,”
could walk the streets without
molestation. To show how well
the French pcople received Amer-
ican Negroes, various estimates
place the number of marriages of
American Negroes and French
girls between one and two thous-
and. Though most of these mar-
riages were among the bourgeoi-
sie and proletariat, a surprisingly
fair percentage was found among
women of culture and refinement.
It was quite the custom for Negro
officers to spend their leaves with
French families to whom they had
become endeared. Barring mis-
understandings, due to differences
in language, American Negroes
in France enjoyed the highest de-
gree of social equality compatible
with current conditions.

While enjoying unrestricted
social equality among the French

- population, Negroes saw among

other things: Negro deputies in
the French Chamber; French Ne-
gro officers commanding French
soldiers, white and colored; no
color or caste discrimination
whatsoever; in short—a country
characterized by the fullest social,
religious and political equality for
every class and race and national-
ity.

French publicists have discov-
ered with disgust the American
brand of prejudice. L’Avenir of
Paris carried the following edito-
rial comment soon after the riots
in Washington:

“Until now the Negro popula-
tion of the United States has ac-
cepted this condition, but war has
developed in them the spirit of
revolt. This is why: American
Negroes came to France in thous-
ands and mixed in our public and
national life like anyone else.”

Indeed, the social experience of
the American Negro abroad will
continue to produce, from the
present time on, the most favor-
able and proper reactions. Re-
membering the pleasantness of

27

French life, he will not rest until
he has caused to be ushered into
the United States, a state of com-
plete and uncompromising eco-
nomic, political, and social equal-
ity. This program will call for
the benefit of every enjoyment,
privilege and immunity which the
white race does or will possess in
America.

When the question of Ameri-
can race prejudice was brought
before the Irench Chamber of
Deputies in 1919, by two Negro
legislators, MM. Boisneuf and
Lagrosilliére, the following reso-
lution was unanimously adopted:

“The Chamber faithful to the
immortal principles of the rights
of man, condemning all prejudices
of religion, caste or race, solemn-
ly affirms the absolute equality of
all men, without distinction of
race or color, and their right to
the benefit and protection of all
the laws of the country.

“It counts upon the government
to impose upon all respect for
these laws, and in particular to
pursue with energy all the meas-
ures to prevent infractions of the
penal law committed upon na-
tional territory, no matter who be
the authors or the victims of these
infractions, and it moves the or-
der of the day.”

Thus France will always be
looked upon by American Ne-
groes as the one shining example
of democracy in this narrow
world. Along with political and
industrial democracy, Negroes in
the United States will demand,
with unflinching eye and uncom-
promising attitude, that freedom
of association which France so
gladly, willingly and ungrudg-
ingly guarantees. This freedom
of association will call for the
immediate and complete abolish-
ment of Jim-crow laws, free and
untrammeled access to public
places, and the speedy and eternal
discontinuance of all discrimina-
tory practices imposed by Ameri-
can legislative or administrative
bodies because of race, creed or
color, or previous condition of ser-
vitude.

Susbribe to the Only Magazine
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their freedom to the great Civil
the men who would wreck the
War, in which hundreds of thous-
ands of northern white men gave
up their lives for the cause of
union and freedom in the United
. States.

I call upon you to come out
from among the Bolshevists, and
have nothing more to do with

Dear Mr. Hornaday:

Your letter of recent date has
come to my attention, and in the
absence of the editors, I cannot
refrain from filing these few re-
marks with you in order that my
conscience may be clear. The
editors will probably reply to you
personally upon their return. I
am addressing these lines to you,
not in behalf of the “Messenger”
but as one who served as a lst
Lieutenant in the army for nearly
two years and a winner of the
“Croix de Guerre” in France.
Naturally, I am highly interested
in what yvou have to say since I
am one of the “promoters and
friends” of The Messenger.

To bLegin with, the fact that vou
hail from a family who took up
arms during the Civil War on the
side of the North for the suppres-
sion of slavery, is of no intrinsic
value to me or any other Negro,
for it is a historical fact that had
there been any possibility of sav-
ing the Union at the expense of
slavery, that institution might
still be in existence in the United
States. We don’t find any white
Americans nowadays taking up
arms to terminate any injustices
against Negroes.

As to the accusation that we
are the worst enemies of the Ne-
gro race with whom you are in
touch, I can readily understand
your position. Being a North-
erner, and therefore dependent
upon  Negro-hating, southern
press despatches for your infor-
mation concerning the great mass
of Negroes in this country, vou
are probably under the impression
that just as we are the worst ene-
mies of the race, so Cole Blease,
Vardaman, Byrnes and Hoke
Smith are the best friends of the
Negro—or perhaps chance has
never thrown you in touch with
one of these gentlemen. If you
ever have the pleasure of meeting
one of them, just mention casu-
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them! I call upon you to use your
best efforts to warn the Negroes
of the United States to have noth-
ing to do with Bolshevism and
I. W. W'ism, but to seek to se-
cure redress for their wrongs by
sane and legal methods. The race
riots of Washington and Chicago
have set back the cause of the
Negro race twenty years. Do not

The Reply

ally, you know, that you are the
son of “black abolitionists”—and
await results.

But to pass on, you are per-
fectly justified in stating that at
this moment there is the greatest
need of peace between the black
and white races in the United
States—but even greater than
that is the need for peace between
the black and white workingmen
in America. It is to the promo-
tion of this peace that The Mes-
senger has devoted itself. In
proof thereof, we call your atten-
tion to the accompanying seal.

Does this look as
though we are desir-
ous of fomenting ra-
cial friction? Of
course, it amazes and
horrifies you. In the present
great World Struggle between
Capital and Labor, by very dint
of your position, you are bound
to be on the side of the great capi-
talist group, whose very existence
depends upon the exploitation of
the masses. And what a death
blow it would be to your group
here in America if the iron bat-
talions of the twelve million Ne-
gro workers could be mobilized as
an “army of manouevre” on the
side of American Labor. This is
our deliberate purpose—your un-
canny nightmare. You have used
the term “Bolshevism” and “Bol-
shevist” several times in your let-
ter. So many and varied mean-
ings have been put upon these
words by the prostitute press that
I am at a loss to know your inter-
pretation of them; but if you in-
terpret them to apply to the above
outlined purpose of The Messen-
ger, then classify me, too, a for-
mer United States Army Officer,
as a Bolshevist.

Finally, I coine to the real gall
—the question of “social equal-
ity.” You call upon us to “come
out from amongst the Bolshe-
vists,” you plead with us to

permit the Bolshevists to set it
back still further. Do not betray
your own race into the hands of
the men who would wreck the
government if they could, and
whose colleagues in Russia have
wrecked Russia, and now are
drenching it with blood and blast-
ing it with famine.
Yours very truly,
W. T. Hornaday.

warn Negroes against affiliation
with the 1. W. W.’s or Socialists.

-You attempt to appeal to our

patriotism as American citizens.
And what do you begin your ap-
peal with? The unqualified mani-
festo that “never while the world
stands will there be social equal-
ity in the United States.” In other
words, you have condemned us
forever to the dirt and filth of a
Jim-crow car. You brand us and
our posterity as an inferior race
of people. You forever perpetu-
ate the dastardly practice of
lynching, which is only an out-
growth of social inequality. You
point the finger of scorn at us
and leave us to the tender mercies
of the institutions of segrega-
tion and disfranchisement—all of
which are founded upon the rock
of social inequality. In very
truth, you slam the door of op-
portunity in our face and still call
upon us to turn a deaf ear to
those who advocate a change—a
revolution as you like to call it.
What kind of human beings do
you take Negroes to be, anyway?
Do you realize that the recent
“world flame” was brought about
by even less causes than this?
Poles, Jews, Irishmen, Arme-
nians, Koreans were never treated
any worse than Negro-Americans.
Why shouldn’t we give ear and
even hand to a movement that
promises a change for the better?
This social equality bug-bear is
purely an American institution,
anyway. We found none of it in
France. Whites and blacks inter-
mingled freely in hotels, cafés,
train and even at dances and
parties, while over one thousand
Negroes stevedores intermarried
with white French girls and I
doubt if French honor and
prestige have suffered in any
way for it. Even the Amer-
icans found social equality not
so distasteful under certain cir-
cumstances in France. Many



are the times I have seen
white officers and soldiers eating,
sleeping and mingling indiscrim-
inately with Negro officers and
soldiers—on the front. There’s a
reason!

In conclusion, as to your ab-
surd statement that the Washing-
ton and Chicago riots have put
the race back twenty years, then
you imply that America’s entry
into the war to repel a so-called
unprovoked attack by Germany,
put this country back fifty or a
hundred years. Has any man
ever put himself back for defend-
ing himself and his homne? Would
you have all men cowards? Well,
the Negroes of Washington and
Chicago have left no room for
doubt in your mind, I hope¢, that
they at least arc no cowards. No,
we do not advocate armed con-
flict but we do advocate armed
resistance. If you werc set upon
by a mob of five hundred men
bent on lynching you, and you
had a gun in your hand I suppose
that you would offer it to the man
nearest you, out of courtesy? We
stand with those who stand with
us, and against all those who
stand against us. If you have any
criticism to make on this policy,
we would be glad to hear 1t

Trusting that these few lines
may be of some assistance to you
in your effort to clear your con-
science, I am,

Yours very truly,
Victor R. Daly.

(Continued from p. 24)

scnse of “propriety” may assert
themscelves very strongly; and,
when so, he says: I would lose
caste to mix in a street broil, and
rowdyism is incompatible with
my station in life: such indulg-
ence would inevitably result in
my expulsion from my social
group.

So culture affects us, and leads,
oftentimes, to the forefeiture of
immunity against assault and the
affliction of any wrong.

In that case culture itself be-
comes an offense; a contributory
element to degradation; and one,
in the face of the-demands for
self-protectign, could wish him-

NOTICE

LABOR ORGANIZATIONS,
SOCIALIST BRANCHES,
CHURCHES AND CLUBS:

The Editors of THE MES-
SENGER will be available for
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speaking dates in the Eastern
part of the country from the
15th of September to the last of
October. They may be secured
on their tour through Norfolk,
Portsmouth, Newport News,
Richmond, Washington, Balti-
more, Wilmington, Philadelphia,
Newark, Pittsburgh, Buffalo and
Rochester.

The Western tour will carry
them all the way to California
and Washington. It will start
sometime during the last of De-
cember or the 1Ist of January,
and cover a period of approxi-
mately ninety (90) days.

All organizations are urged to
book their dates now. Write to
the MESSENGER PUBLISH-
ING CO., Inc, 2305 Seventh
Ave., New York City. The Busi-
ness Manager will supply you
with all particulars. The Editors
have prepared a series of inter-
esting and fundamental lectures
upon several burning topics of
the day. The State Secretary of
the Socialist Party of California
has already invited them to fill
several dates. Don’t delay —
Write today.

self a ruffian, and could sorrow
that culture in him had ever con-
duced to the subordination of the
native disposition to proper as-
sertiveness and self-preservation.
This observation brings earnestly
to mind the need which presses
hard upon many of us to recover
from the soothing and deceitful
voice of a culture (?) that lulls
to inactivity and timidity when
the stern voice of duty calls to
resoiute action to annihilate those
forces of evil that, presuming
upon our weakness and cowar-
dice, visit us with their wanton
abuse and bloody lust.

In the light of these indisputa-
ble conditions, upon whom could
we have depended (leaving out
of the present consideration the
soldiers recently returned from
the field of battle, whose spirits
are still vibrating with the fire
of militarism) in these inter-racial
battles, for the safeguarding of
our homes and the lives of those
who are dear to us? Who, aside
from the soldiers, performed these
noble and enviable exploits in
giving the “Hun in America” a
dose of his own medicine?

It was the man we call uncouth
—the man unaccustomed to the
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exactions of the drawing room
and the etiquette of the social
board. His life had not been dis-
ciplined with the graces of so-
ciety; he knows little or nothing
of society as that term is under-
stood in educated circles, he is
wholly unconcerned with what
clegant people think of him. His
abandoned spirit often leads him
into a carclessness of his own life
—and the more utter the cheap-
ness of his own life the more com-
plete his disregard of the lives of
other pcople.

Such people are usually unof-
fending when let alone— the
“happy,” easy-going, uncultured
element of the community!

They can be found and dupli-
cated in any district of the land.

The social value of these un-
cultured is beyond estimate, and
we of the “cultured” folk owe
them a large debt of gratitude for
their splendid and cherished ser-
vice in the conflicts into which
they were recently drawn Dby
their economic antagonists, their
political and social oppressors.

Some may say this is a false
estimate of crudity, and if the
estimate were true, crudity would
be placed at an altitude far be-
yond the reach of culture. That
i1s not the claim of this writing.
We are not here attempting a
comparative study of the two con-
ditions, but endeavoring, in the
absolute, to point out the value,
to a certain element of society at
large, of another clement of that
group that can and will measure
up to the demands of the time
when confronted with a certain
crisis,

If, further, we might be permit-
ted to make a comparison, we ven-
ture the assertion that the spirit
of self-defense, and the determina-
tion to respond unflinchingly
when the occasion calls to fight
the battles of life, to ward off
every attack, to redress every
grievance, to take reprisals upon
assault, to defend one’s rights at
every angle, and one’s life to the
utmost, is more highly to be
prized than a thorough knowl-
edge of all that Aeschylus or Eu-
ripides ever wrote. I would
rather be a crack shot when
shooting is needed than be the
most finished Homeric scholar in
the land.



THE IRISH AND THE
NEGRO

P. O. Huaithne

On page nine of your July num-
ber in an article on *Negro Police
Captains” 1 note a reference to
Irishmen and the astounding
statement, “the race which Ne-
groes as a whole dislike most.”

Why should you hate the Irish?
A nation that never wronged a
man because of color? We have
suffered like vou. We have been
chained together in the same slave
ships and sold into serfdom by the
same tyrant—England. Twenty
thousand Irish boys and girls
were sold into slavery in the Vir-
ginian Colonies and the West
Indies by Oliver Cromwell, the
father of the British brand of
“democracy.” The Irish historian,
Prendergast, gives the names and
bills of lading of the ships that
carried us off to slavery. Some-
times when a full load could not
be obtained, the vessel cruised the
African coast to make up a cargo;
they had no fine “jim-crow” laws
then. 1 have seen the original of
the contract made to Messrs. Sel-
lick and Leader of Bristol, Eng-
land, dated September 14, 1663, by
Captain John Vernon, agent of the
English commissioners in Ireland
“to supply two hundred and fifty
women of the Irish nation, above
twelve and under fifty-five years
of age. Also three hundred men
of same ages” for export and sale.

Our blood was mixed with
yours to such an extent that
D’Arcy McGee, the historian,
pointed out that among Negro
sailors of British ships about 1,800
could converse in Gaelic with the
old Irish women that ran lunch
counter near the docks where the
ships unloaded. There is evi-
dence too, that Negro groups in
the West India Islands were ex-
clusively Gaelic speakers a cen-
tury ago. Is it not possible that
the distinctive West Indian type
of features comes from our Irish
blood, from those poor Irish slave
girls sold into the same slavery
with your ancestors by the same
power—England?

In Ireland we have no color line,
although the last papers I re-
ceived from there reported rioting
in Cardiff and Liverpool wherc
the English mobs killed some
“niggers”’—Arabs who had been
imported by capitalists to cut
down wages, just as they—En-

THE MESSENGER

glish capitalists — imported Chi-
nese coolies into South Africa
after the gold mines had been

captured from the “Hunnish”
Boers.
Our Dublin University and

medical schools were, before my
departure four years ago, the
abode of dozens of students from
India and Egypt who had been
turned away from the exclusive
English and Scotch colleges. We
did not think of them as “inferior”
races, they were just exploited
people like ourselves.

As many of these Egyptians
and Indians studied explosives
instead of medicine in their spare
time, the British Military General,
who is the supreme power in Ire-

land, has since decided to keep -

Ireland an exclusive white resi-
dential district.

All this will show that the man
of color should not have any
marked ill feeling against the
Irish as a race. We are the only
white subject nation denied self-
determination by the same Peace
Conference that would not admit
your race delegates.

Iike yourselves we are not fit
to govern ourselves, and President
Wilson told us that ours is a “do-
mestic question” and no concern
of the big international financiers
who controlled things at Ver-
sailles in the interest of our
“mother country—England.”

An Irishman, John Boyle O'-
Reilly, unveiled the monument
and wrote the famous ode to
Crispus Attucks in Boston fifty
vears ago emphasizing it was a
man of color who was the leader
and first victim of the riot that
led to the Boston Tea-party and
the War of Independence.

Casement, whom  England
hanged, battled for years for the
inarticulate man of color, and the
Crisis at the time of his execu-
tion, parroted the English cry of
“traitor.”

Also remember that thousands
of good Irishmen found a grave
while battling for your emanci-
pation fromn slavery. Their nat-
ural love of liberty made them
leap to the task, and in conclusion
I hope that colored men will wean
themselves of the alleged dislike
of the Irish.

Yours in the Gaelic,
P. O. Huaithne.

(Continued from p. 31)

We sorrow at the degradation
of men, and would assist all, if
we could, to attain to the heights
that come within the reach of
their capability, but so long as we
are afflicted with white scum in
America we may stand in press-
ing need of the uncultured among
ourselves.

Great were their deeds when
some of us, hemmed in through a
mistaken voice of culture, soothed
ourselves into a state of non-com-
bativeness with the assuring coun-
sel: we are too proud to fight.

Their glory is unheralded, their
names not written in light, their
voices not heard upon the stage
of oratory, but their deeds are
resplendent, and unknown, most
of them, we extend to them grate-
ful praise—and tender tribute do
we pay to those who fell in de-
fense of the right.

“Let not ambition mock their use-
ful toil,

Their homely joys, and destiny
obscure;

Nor grandeur hear with a disdain-
ful smile

The short and simple annals of
the poor.”

2951 Tilden St., Wash.,, D. C,,
July 19, 1919.

The Messenger Editors:
Dear Comrades:

I am delighted that there is be-
ing made articulate, the iden-
tically sourced problems of Ne-
groes and all Radicals. The Mes-
senger has been cruelly needed,
and I hope that when either—or
both—of you are in Washington
you will unfailingly let me know
(before hand) that we may ar-
range a discussion of ways and
means for connecting up these
two great social undercurrents.

I belong to the Socialist Party
and have felt for a considerable
time that the two streams of just
discontent should be made to flow
into one broad one.

Please find enclosed my check
for one year’s subscription, and
believe me, most sincerely, wisher
of best of all luck for The Mes-

senger.
Margaret Hatfield.
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«SOVIET RUSSIA”

THE OFFICIAL ORGAN OF THE RUSSIAN SOVIET
GOVERNMENT BUREAU

“Soviet Russia” was founded to counteract the campaign of mis- ||

I representation that is being waged against the Workers’ Government |

of Russia. With this object in view, the weekly issues of “Soviet Russia” ’

present original material on the economic, social, educational, industrial, ||

and other conditions of the |
Russia today.

Already fifteen issues of “Soviet Russia” have come out.
dollar we shall send you a complete set of these copies, containing man
|i official documents, facsimiles, wireless dispatches, and other matter nc
obtainable elsewhere.

At All Newsstands, Weekly, Price Ten Cents.
Subscription Price, $5 per year; $2.50 for six months.

established government in European

For on

Address “SOVIET RUSSIA”

Room 303 110 West 40th Street, New York, N. Y.

by

—

As Negroes, we must learn to
govern ourselves and work to-
gether for our own advancement.
If we do not learn to govern our-
selves and work together for our
own advancement, we may be
very sure that we will be gov-
erned by others in their own in-
terests as well as worked by oth-
ers for their own advancement

and NOT OURS.
—George W. Blount.

$1.50

gives you
The Messenger

for

1 YEAR

West Indies Trading Ass’n, Lt'd.,, of Canada

Incorporated 1916, Under Ontario Companies’ Act
CAPITAL $40,000

“ONLY THE FITTEST SURVIVES”

Bigger Fishes Than We, Incorporated Since Our Organization in 1916, Have Thrown Up The

Sponge; But We Survive,
LIVE, WILL LIVE, SHALL LIVE
Our Company today is stronger than ever. We fight not only for dollars and cents, but for
the betterment of our people, as a race. It behooves then,
EVERY BRITISH AND AMERICAN NEGRO
To identify himself with us. We stand on the same platform. Your battles are our battles,
your SOrrows our Sorrows, your joys our joys—We share things equally.
We fight together; we fall together; we die together. Buy shares to your utmost, 10, 20,
50, 100, whatever you can afford, help us to go
ON AND UP

and demonstrate to the world your appreciation of our feeble efforts.

The fatherland responded
and responds. :

FRill out the coupon and mail today—support your own organization.

APPLICATION FOR SHARES
The Board of Directors,
West Indies Trading Ass'n., Ltd.,
1002 College St., Toronto, Canada. .
subscribe for and agree to accept an allotment...

I hereb .....shares of the par value ot $1.00 in the capital stock of
West Indies Trading Association, Limited.
Enclosed please find Post Office Money Order or Bank Draft for $............. .. ...
Name.. .
AAAPESS. ..o ettt e

A. E. FORBES, Secretary-Treasurer.
West Indies Trading Association, Limited, 1002 College Street, Toronto, Canada.
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INTERNATIONAL POCKET LIBRARY

105555 22

Do you know that the fashion in which books are issued in this country
is quite different from that adopted abroad? In England and Ireland to
alarge extent, in France, Italy, Spain, Russia, and in Latin-America, the
best books are issued in popular editions. Millions of books are sold in
this form—the best new books and the best works of all kinds of stand-
ard literature. Why? Because the bookbuyer abroad has learned to
prefer good paper and print AT A LOW PRICE, to cheap make-up in a
fancy binding. Think of it! You can buy the ordinary new book
abroad for 25 to 50 cents, while in this country it costs from $1.00 to
%2.00. In other words, you pay a tremendously disproportionate
price for costly bindings.

Books by Famous Authors—--Kipling,
Gorki, Tagore, Wilde, Blasco Ibanez, etc.

THE INTERNATIONAL POCKET AT G
LIBRARY is bound in the best lNTERN:':eZLOSAElimE?f §.Egml':BRARY

Continental style., with a heavy First Scrics

waterproof art cover, and gives you | MADPEMOISELLE FIFL and other Mories @
the benefit of an Introduction by Joseph Conrad
ex.tremely 10 w TALES Introduction by \\'xlman"!:lf;“(:d Kipling
price. For $2.50

you can buy all

THE COLD-BUC aud other stories
Edgar Allan Poe

. A SHROPSHIRE, LAD A. E. Housman
TEN tlt,les Of th(’ Preface by Willinm Stanley  Briuthwaite
first series off. =~ TWO WESSEX TALES Thomas Hardy

th . ll . Foreword by Conrad Miken
ese really re- 1MPORTANCE OF BEING EARNE3T OscarWilde
markable books! In any other form MODERN RUSSIAN CLASSICS "

o 2 LY ndreyev, OorKt, chexov
they would cost you 310.00 to $15.00. Sologub, and Artzibashev

: : Introduction by Isaac Goldberg
Glance at the list of titles, note the | tue LasT TiON T B o 1bd%ex

important introductions in many of Foreword by Mariano Joaquin Lorente

BY VIOLENCE John Treven.
the volumes, and remember that these Prefuse by Edword J. O'Brien oon®
are not cheap pamphlets or novelties, | c1TANJALI Rabindranath Tagore
but a carefully edlt«t‘d library Of good . Preface by Williamn Butler Yeats
literature.

They are complete books—

They arc a handy pocket size (actual size § THE FOUR SEAS COMPANY,
41¢x6), they are printed in a large, clear type Copley Theatre Bldg.,
on a good quarlity of book paper, and in every [ Boston, Mass.
way are like an expensive book, except that they
arc bound in the Continental style (ittle known [] Please send me the complete - of TEN bochs of
{f‘all?';r(‘;{f?"ﬁ;i’)cé‘;}‘? a’r:p;c’:lre“s(:‘\&“; an':;: ' the Intcrnational Pocket Libruc, I enclose $2.50 to
vater- k: er. e ved, . N R . 1
~ired, open ecasily, and the convenicnt size bay for the entire sct, postpud
makes reading a pleasure. Decorated title- 1 ] N
pages and illustrations in many of the volumes B R R R R R
acdd to thelr inter¢st and value. You will oe ]
delighted with their appearance. Street . .. e
If not ENTIRELY satisfactory, you can !
return the ':ﬂ within ten days and get your I Place ..... .... ... . e
money bac (Messenger) *In Canada and Mexico $3.00
L e e e e e e e e et m ==
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