
Book Science Topic Phonics Focus

1: How to Save the
Planet

Earth Conservation
Closed Syllables
Digraphs
Consonant Blends

2: Fire on the Hillside
Climate Change Causes 
and Effects Welded Sounds

3: Climate Change:
The 
Science and Solutions

Climate Change; Animal Traits;
Evolution

Open Syllables

4: Beneath the
Surface

Animal Traits; Survival Strategies Vowel Teams

5: Adapt and Thrive Animal Traits; Survival Strategies R-Controlled Vowels

6: Growing, Changing, 
and Surviving Evolution

Hard/Soft Sounds of C
and G; Trigraphs

7: The Wonders of
Evolution

Evolution Vowel-Consonant-E

8: Survival Secrets of
the Animal World

Animal Traits; Evolution
Consonant-le
Syllables

Scope &
Sequence

The Science of Survival



THIS SET OF DECODABLE CHAPTER
BOOKS INCLUDES:

activities that reinforce
morphology and phonics
concepts for each book
strategies for fluency practice
vocabulary pages for every
chapter 
chapter-by-chapter
comprehension and discussion
questions

Our Science of Reading-Aligned Solution

PHONEMIC
AWARENESS,
PHONICS, &

SPELLING FLUENCY

WRITTEN 

VOCABULARY

READING 
COMPREHENSION

PROFESSIONAL
DEVELOPMENT

EXPRESSION



Jim, Liv, and Max win a competition for their smart ideas to help the
planet. Jim wants to use salt to store energy, Liv suggests growing special
plants that can survive in salty water, and Max plans to use ocean waves
to make electricity. When they present their ideas, people get excited
about how their ideas can work together to create a better future.

HOW TO SAVE THE PLANET

by James Kingston

Phonics Focus: Closed syllables (w/digraphs & blends)

Science Topic: Earth Conservation

The Science of Survival: Book 1



Every summer, wildfires threaten Jonah’s small town, but this year the
fires are bigger and his family is forced to evacuate. As Jonah and his
friends learn more about why wildfires are getting worse, they come up
with a plan to help their community prepare for the future.

FIRE ON THE HILLSIDE

by James Kingston

Phonics Focus: Welded Sounds

Science Topic: Climate Change Causes and Effects

The Science of Survival: Book 2



Climate Change: The Science and Solutions explains what climate change is,
how human activities are causing Earth to warm, and how this affects
weather, animals, and ecosystems. It also highlights real-world examples
and shows how kids and adults can take simple actions to help protect
the planet.

CLIMATE CHANGE: THE SCIENCE AND
SOLUTIONS
by James Kingston

Phonics Focus: Open Syllables

Science Topic: Climate Change Causes and Effects

The Science of Survival: Book 3



Jayla, Mariana, and their teacher’s son, Ben, go on a field trip to the
aquarium to learn about different traits that help animals like penguins,
lobsters, and electric eels survive.

BENEATH THE SURFACE

by Rebecca Colo

Phonics Focus: Vowel Teams

Science Topic: Animal Traits and Survival Strategies

The Science of Survival: Book 4



Follow Jayla, Mariana, and their curious friend Ben as they explore an
aquarium to find real examples of animal traits that help creatures
survive. Through exhibits featuring cuttlefish, octopuses, and sea nettles,
they learn about internal structures, external structures, and behaviors—
like cuttlebones that control buoyancy, gills and multiple hearts that help
animals breathe, and stinging tentacles used for defense and catching
food. 

ADAPT AND THRIVE

by Rebecca Colo

Phonics Focus: R-Controlled Vowels

Science Topic: Animal Traits and Survival Strategies

The Science of Survival: Book 5



Follow Jayla, Mariana, and Ben on a museum field trip where they explore
how living things evolve—or go extinct—when environments change.
Through examples like mammoths and mastodons, the great auk, and
the evolution of horses, the friends learn how traits such as teeth, size,
and speed are shaped by climate, food, and habitat over many
generations. This story blends clear science explanations with engaging
narrative to help readers understand how evolution helps species survive
in a changing world.

GROWING, CHANGING, AND SURVIVING

by Rebecca Colo

Phonics Focus: Hard/Soft Sounds of C and G & Trigraphs

Science Topic: Evolution

The Science of Survival: Book 6



Follow Jayla, Mariana, and Ben as they explore a natural history museum
and uncover the mysteries of evolution and extinction. Through fossils
like the Irish elk, Smilodon, and the cave bear, the friends learn how
changing environments, adaptations, and time shape which species
survive. Blending storytelling with science, the book helps readers
understand evolution by showing how even powerful animals can
disappear when they can’t adapt quickly enough.

THE WONDERS OF EVOLUTION

by Rebecca Colo

Phonics Focus: Vowel-Consonant-e

Science Topic: Evolution

The Science of Survival: Book 7



Explore the incredible traits animals use to stay alive in different
environments. Through clear explanations and engaging case studies,
readers learn how camouflage, mimicry, speed, strength, and intelligence
help animals survive and reproduce through natural selection. From
Arctic foxes and mimic octopuses to cheetahs, dung beetles, and
dolphins, this book shows how even small traits can make a big
difference in the fight for survival.

Survival Secrets of the Animal World

by Rebecca Colo

Phonics Focus: Consonant-le Syllable

Science Topic: Evolution

The Science of Survival: Book 8


