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It is with great pride and gratitude that I present the 
Thoracic Surgery Foundation’s 2024 Annual Report 
—a reflection of a transformative year marked by 
innovation, growth, and renewed purpose. 

This year, TSF embraced a bold new look, unveiling a 
refreshed logo and visual identity that better reflects 
our mission and the dynamic future of cardiothoracic 
surgery. These changes are more than cosmetic—they 
symbolize our commitment to clarity, accessibility, 
and excellence in everything we do. 

Our impact in 2024 was historic. We achieved the 
highest level of industry partnership support in our 
history—nearly $1.1 million—and awarded over $1.7 
million in grants, setting a record for TSF grantmaking. 

These milestones reflect the generosity of our donors 
and the dedication of our community, and they 
empower us to support more surgeons, researchers, 
and humanitarian efforts than ever before. 

As we look ahead, I am inspired by the momentum 
we’ve built and the lives we continue to touch.  
Thank you for being part of this journey. Together,  
we are shaping the future of cardiothoracic surgery 
by Advancing Heart and Lung Health for All. 
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surgeon volunteers supported 
award reviews and selections

124
up 9% from 2023!

147
individual awards and 
scholarships granted

GRANTS & AWARDS ISSUED TOTAL $1,748,984

Education
$213,546 (12%)

Unrestricted
$6,152,450 (68%)

Restricted
$2,874,272 (32%)

Research
$940,000 (54%)

Surgical Outreach 
$565,437 (32%)

Leadership 
$30,000 (2%)

TSF NET ASSETS TOTAL $9,026,722 

Surgeons
$1,757,562 (52%)

STS Support 
$912,653 (27%)

Hospitals, 
Foundations & Other  

$146,464 (4%)

Corporate Donations & Sponsorships 
$590,000 (17%)

CONTRIBUTIONS TO TSF TOTAL $3,406,679

Annual Snapshot

2024 Engagement at a Glance

39%
of STS US Surgeon Members 
made a gift to TSF in 2024
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2024
Highlights

“The recognition and research validation of 
this society grant is important in my work 
to obtain long-term research funding from 
sources like the NIH or Department of Defense.”

Gavitt Woodard, MD, FACS
Lung Cancer Research Award 

Celebrating Innovation:  
Highlights from the First Annual Winning 
Research Presentations 
TSF’s essential support for research in the cardiothoracic surgery specialty 
was showcased during the 2024 STS Annual Meeting in San Antonio, Texas.  
An inaugural Winning Research Presentations session was featured during the 
meeting, which highlighted groundbreaking work from TSF research award 
recipients. 

Moderated by TSF Research Committee Chair Dr. Farhood Farjah, the session 
featured seven compelling presentations ranging from genomic insights into 
pulmonary vein stenosis to novel mRNA-based immunotherapy strategies for 
lung cancer. Each speaker introduced research that not only contained strong 
scientific potential but also held real promise for patient care. The session 
concluded with a lively Q&A and closing remarks underscoring the importance 
of early-career research in shaping the future of the specialty.  
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New Scholarship Will Help Empower 
Women in the Specialty  
In October 2024, TSF received a major donation from Drs. Betsy and Ryan 
Colwell to fund a new TSF scholarship launching in 2025: the Betsy and 
Ryan Colwell Mentorship Scholarship for Women in Thoracic Surgery. The 
scholarship will fund the attendance of early career women surgeons at the 
annual Women in Thoracic Surgery Conference. 

Driven by a desire to combat the isolation and attrition often faced by 
women in the field, Dr. Betsy Colwell has emphasized her intention “to 
stop hearing stories of women giving up.” The scholarship is designed to 
build a strong, supportive network that nurtures the professional growth 
and longevity of women in the specialty. By facilitating this mentorship 
opportunity, TSF is not only championing the advance of women in the 
specialty, but also strengthening the cohort of future cardiothoracic 
surgery leaders.  

TSF Advances Academic Excellence  
Through Global Aortic Surgery Summit  
In November 2024, TSF supported the participation of 15 outstanding 
cardiothoracic surgery trainees (from institutions across the United States, 
Canada, Mexico, Indonesia, India, and Taiwan) in the inaugural STS-ASCVTS 
Aortic Summit – a landmark collaboration between STS and the Asian Society 
for Cardiovascular and Thoracic Surgery. 

This premier international conference, held in Tokyo, Japan, spotlighted 
cutting-edge advances in the diagnosis and treatment of thoracic aortic 
disease, including open and endovascular approaches. The provision of travel 
scholarships to the conference reflected TSF’s commitment to fostering 
academic excellence and international collaboration in aortic surgery.
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Awardees
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2024 TSF

“Through this fellowship, I gained 
in-depth knowledge about the 
structure, logistics, and business 
aspects behind a successful mobile 
program. However, the most 
significant lesson I learned from Dr. 
Headrick was the passion, resilience, 
and commitment required to lead 
such an initiative effectively.”

Jordan M. Dozier, MD 
Levi Watkins Innovation and Leadership 
Development Scholarship
Fellowship to: CHI Memorial Hospital 
Mentor: Robert Headrick, MD

Rachel Vanderlaan, MD, PhD 
Hospital for Sick Children, Toronto
“Pulmonary Vein Stenosis: Mechanistic Insights Through 
Genomic Studies”
STS Research Award

Jarrod Predina, MD
Hospital of the University of Pennsylvania
“Developing Intratumoral mRNA-Based Immunotherapy 
Strategies to Eliminate Recurrences After Lung Cancer 
Surgery”
TSF Research Award

SunYoung Kim, MD  
University of Nebraska Medical Center
“Alcohol and Notch Pathway Mutations Synergistically 
Induce Atrioventricular Canal Defects: Potential Rescue by 
Folic Acid”
Nina Starr Braunwald Research Fellowship Award

161
awards and scholarships 
granted across research, 
education, innovation, & 
humanitarian outreach

$1.7 MILLION +
in award payments
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Zachary Kiernan, MD   
Virginia Commonwealth University Health System
“Investigation of the Biochemical Basis For Gender-Related 
Outcomes Following Heart Transplantation”
TSF Resident Research Fellowship Award

Chi Chi Do-Nguyen, DO    
University of Michigan
“The Impact of Metabolome Class in Specialized Pro-Resolving 
Mediators and Its Role in Attenuation of Thoracic Aortic  
Aneurysm Growth”
Southern Thoracic Surgical Association (STSA)  
Resident Research Award

Gavitt Woodard, MD, FACS  
Yale School of Medicine
“Immune Cell Infiltration and Function after Neoadjuvant 
Chemo-Immunotherapy in Non-Small Cell Lung Cancer”
Lung Cancer Research Award

Raheem Bell, MD  
Northwestern University/McGaw Medical Center
“Reducing Disparities in Lung Cancer Screening: A QR-
Based Approach to Improve Self-Reporting Among Black 
Patients”
Reversing Health Disparities in Lung Cancer  
Research Award

Isao Anzai, MD   
Columbia University
“Statistical Modeling and Clinical Outcomes Research Training 
via STS Database and Analytics Team”
STS Database Clinical Research Fellowship Award

Marvin D. Atkins Jr., MD 
Houston Methodist Hospital
Fellowship to: Ospedale San Rafaelle, Milan, Italy  
Mentor: Roberta Chiesa, MD
TSF/Francis Fontan Fund International Traveling Fellowship

Andres Felipe Jimenez Ordonez, MD  
Fundación Cardioinfantil, Bogotá, Colombia
Fellowship to: Peter Munk Cardiac Centre, Toronto General  
Hospital, Toronto, Canada  
Mentor: Tirone E. David, MD
TSF/Francis Fontan Fund International Traveling Fellowship  
in Partnership with LACES

Debora Brascia, MD   
University Hospital of Bari, Bitonto, Italy
Fellowship to: Massachusetts General Hospital  
Mentor: Yolanda L. Colson, MD, PhD
TSF/Francis Fontan Fund International Traveling Fellowship - 
Funded by EACTS

Carolina Sosa Vota, MD    
Universidad de la República, Montevideo, Uruguay 
Fellowship to: Hospital Universitario de Navarra, Pamplona Spain 
Mentor: J. Rafael Sádaba, MD PhD
TSF/Francis Fontan Fund International Traveling Fellowship  
in Partnership with LACES - Funded by EACTS

Laura A. Scrimgeour, MD     
University of California, San Francisco
Fellowship to: Brigham & Women’s Hospital  
Mentor: Ashraf Sabe, MD
Michael J. Davidson Structural Heart Fellowship Award

Jess K. Joymon, MD     
St. Joseph Hospital/SCL Health Heart and  
Vascular Institute
Advanced Robotic Cardiac Surgery Fellowship Award
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Lauren K.M. Barron, MD  
Baylor and The Texas Heart Institute
Fellowship to: Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai  
Mentor: Ismail El-Hamamsy, MD
Nicholas Kouchoukos Award

Jonathan R. Zurcher, MD   
Emory University Hospital
Fellowship to: The Mount Sinai Hospital  
Mentor: Ismail El-Hamamsy, MD
Nicholas Kouchoukos Award

Sahar Saddoughi, MD, PhD    
Mayo Clinic
Fellowship to: Kyoto University, Japan  
Mentor: Hiroshi Date, MD
Douglas Mathisen Traveling Fellowship in General 
Thoracic Surgery Award

Mahim Malik, MD, FACS     
Rawalpindi Institute of Cardiology
Fellowship to: Morgan Stanley Children’s Hospital  
Mentor: Emile Bacha, MD
Carolyn E. Reed Traveling Fellowship Award

Constantine D. Mavroudis, MD, MSc, MTR      
Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia
Fellowship to: Boston Children’s Hospital  
Mentor: Christopher Baird, MD
Robert L. Replogle Traveling Fellowship Award

Juan A. Munoz-Largacha, MD         
University of Alabama at Birmingham
Fellowship to: Beth Israel Lahey Health  
Mentor: Elliot Servais, MD
Underrepresented Robotic General Thoracic Surgeon 
Development Award

Aitua Charles Salami, MD, MPH          
University of Minnesota
Fellowship to: Temple University  
Mentor: Cherie Erkmen, MD
Underrepresented Robotic General Thoracic Surgeon 
Development Award

Jordan M. Dozier, MD           
Ochsner Clinic
Fellowship to: CHI Memorial Hospital  
Mentor: Robert Headrick, MD
Levi Watkins Innovation and Leadership Development 
Scholarship

“This award has meant so much to my career in 
that the structural heart experience has taught 
me many technical skills.”
Laura A. Scrimgeour, MD  
Michael J. Davidson Structural Heart Fellowship Award
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Adanna C. Akujuo, MD 
Tower Health
Underserved Region: Nigeria
Every Heartbeat Matters Award

Andrew B. Goldstone, MD, PhD 
NYP/Morgan Stanley Children’s Hospital at Columbia 
University Irving Medical Center
Underserved Region: Nigeria
Every Heartbeat Matters Award

Wilhelm S.A. Lichtenberg, MD 
Netcare N1 City Hospital
Underserved Region: South Africa
Every Heartbeat Matters Award

Jeffrey D. McNeil, MD 
Cardiothoracic and Vascular Surgeon
Underserved Region: Nigeria
Every Heartbeat Matters Award

Robert C. Neely, MD 
Cardiothoracic and Vascular Surgeons, Austin
Underserved Region: Eldoret, Kenya
Every Heartbeat Matters Award

William M. Novick, MD, MS 
UTHSC Memphis
Underserved Region: Rwanda
Every Heartbeat Matters Award

Jay D. Pal, MD, PhD 
University of Washington
Underserved Region: Nepal
Every Heartbeat Matters Award

Aldo Elmer Rafael, MD  
Baylor University Medical Center
Underserved Region: Lima, Peru
Every Heartbeat Matters Award

Shaun P. Setty, MD 
Long Beach Memorial Hospital/
Miller Children’s Hospital
Underserved Region: Fiji
Every Heartbeat Matters Award

Pranava Sinha, MD 
University of Minnesota
Underserved Region: Uganda
Every Heartbeat Matters Award

Thomas Theologou, MD 
Institute Cardiocentro Ticino
Underserved Region: Vietnam
Every Heartbeat Matters Award

Joseph W. Turek, MD, PhD, MBA 
Duke University
Underserved Region: Guyana
Every Heartbeat Matters Award
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Melina Moroz Barg, MD   
Instituto Dante Pazzanese de Cardiologia
Joined Dr. Robert C. Neely in Eldoret, Kenya
International Medical Volunteer Scholarship

Benjamin Smood, MD   
University of Pennsylvania Health System
Joined Dr. Andrew B. Goldstone in Nigeria
International Medical Volunteer Scholarship

Adam R. Williams, MD  
Duke University
Underserved Region: Honduras
Every Heartbeat Matters Award

Allen Zheng, MD, PhD   
Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai
Underserved Region: Mozambique, Rwanda
Every Heartbeat Matters Award

Max Adcox, MD  
University of Washington
Joined Dr. Jay D. Pal in Nepal
International Medical Volunteer Scholarship

Adnaldo da Silveira Maia, MD  
Instituto Dante Pazzanese de Cardiologia
Joined Dr. Adanna C. Akujuo in Nigeria
International Medical Volunteer Scholarship

Meghan Kelly, MD  
Washington University
Joined Dr. William M. Novick in Rwanda
International Medical Volunteer Scholarship

Jibril Khalil, MD  
University of Maiduguri Teaching Hospital
Joined Dr. Joseph W. Turek in Guyana
International Medical Volunteer Scholarship

“Our goal is to develop 
and evaluate a QR-code 

based lung cancer screening tool 
aimed at reducing disparities in 
screening uptake. What makes 
this work especially meaningful  
to me is the opportunity to focus 
on health equity.”
Raheem Bell, MD  
Reversing Health Disparities in Lung Cancer Research Award
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5 Saha Scholars 
attended the 2024 STS Annual 
Meeting in San Antonio, TX 

4 resident scholarships 
given to attend the STS Coronary 
Conference in Miami, FL 

3 scholarships 
given to attend the  
STS Mastering Valve 
Workshop in Chicago, IL 

3 scholarships
given to attend the STS Perioperative & 
Critical Care Conference in Philadelphia, PA 15 scholarships given 

to attend the STS-ASCVTS Aortic Summit 
Conference Scholarship in Tokyo, Japan

87 scholarships given 
to attend the EACTS/STS/LACES Latin 
America Cardiovascular Surgery Conference 
Scholarship in Buenos Aires, Argentina 
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Lifetime Honor Roll of

TSF gratefully acknowledges these generous donors who have 
contributed a total of $10,000 or more since 1988. TSF thrives due 
to the generosity of these individuals, organizations, foundations, 
and corporations.

Platinum
$5,000,000+ 
The Society of Thoracic Surgeons 

Gold
$4,000,000+ 
Edwards Lifesciences Foundation 

Silver
$2,000,000+ 
Eugene Braunwald, MD
William J. von Liebig Foundation 

Partners
$1,000,000+ 
Baxter 
Dupont Datascope Corporation 

(Maquet Cardiovascular)
The Estate of Dr. Graydon & Mrs. 

Virginia Long 
The David S. and Janet R. Sheridan 

Foundation 

Grand Benefactors
$500,000 - $999,999 
AstraZeneca
Arshad Quadri, MD
Lazlo N. Tauber Charitable Foundation
The Starr Foundation

Benefactors 
$100,000 - $499,999 
American College of Cardiology 

Foundation (ACC)
American College of Surgeons (ACS)
Vinay Badhwar, MD
Joseph E. Bavaria, MD
The Chantal and Tommy Bagwell 

Foundation, Inc.
Elizabeth M. Colwell, MD and Ryan 

Colwell, MD
Cross-Jones Research & Education 

Fund
Foundation for Advancement of 

Cardiac Therapies, Inc.
Genentech, Inc.
Intuitive Surgical
Jewish Communal Fund

Major Gift Donors
Richard A. Jonas, MD
Virginia R. Litle, MD
Thomas E. MacGillivray, MD
Martin F. McKneally, MD
Medtronic, Inc.
Memorial Hermann
Amit N. Patel, MD
Sibu P. Saha, MD
Richard N. and Norma Sarns
Southern Thoracic Surgical 

Association (STSA)
St. Jude Medical, Inc.
Terumo Cardiovascular Systems 

Corporation
The Roberts Foundation
W. L. Gore & Associates, Inc.

Patrons 
$50,000 - $99,999 
Brigham & Women’s Hospital
CHMC Surgical Foundation, Inc.
Nancy D. Clark
Cleveland Clinic |  

Heart, Vascular & Thoracic 
Institute (Miller Family)

Lawrence H. Cohn, MD
Rick A. Esposito, MD
Anthony L. Estrera, MD
Ethicon Endo-Surgery
Heart & Lung Surgery Foundation
LUNGevity Foundation
Jack M. Matloff, MD
Massachusetts General Hospital - 

Department of Surgery
Douglas J. Mathisen, MD
G. Alexander Patterson, MD
Richard N. Pierson III, MD
W. Gerald Rainer, MD
Carol A. Replogle
The Robert W. Jamplis Charitable 

Trust
Sulzer Carbomedics, Inc.
Synovis Surgical Innovations
Betsey C. Urschel
Robert B. Wallace, MD
Western Thoracic Surgical 

Association
Douglas E. Wood, MD 

Sponsors 
$25,000 - $49,999 
Acelity
E. Pendleton Alexander, MD

Dr. Andrew Goldstone and team preform surgery during their humanitarian 
outreach trip to Nigeria.
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American Lung Association
Manjit S. Bains, MD
Lenox D. Baker, MD
John H. Bell, MD
John R. Benfield, MD
Shanda H. Blackmon, MD
Lawrence I. Bonchek, MD
Gerald D. Buckberg, MD
John H. Calhoon, MD
Robert J. Cerfolio, MD
Columbia University
Melanie A. Edwards, MD
L. Penfield Faber, MD
Mark K. Ferguson, MD
James S. Gammie, MD
Kristopher M. George, MD
Fernando Gil
John W. Hammon Jr., MD
John Wiley & Sons Limited
Johns Hopkins University
Karen M. Kim, MD
Marvin M. Kirsh, MD
Robert L. Kormos, MD
Nicholas T. Kouchoukos, MD
George J. MaGovern Jr., MD
Constantine Mavroudis, MD
Keith S. Naunheim, MD
Northern Illinois Heart Institute
Christian Pizarro, MD
Richard L. Prager, MD
Respironics
W. Steves Ring, MD
Thomas G. Sharp, MD
Alfred J. Tector, MD
University of Pennsylvania - 

Division of Cardiovascular 
Surgery

James L. Zellner, MD

Life Members 
$10,000 - $24,999 
Abbott Laboratories
Kevin D. Accola, MD
Michael A. Acker, MD
David H. Adams, MD
Arvind K. Agnihotri, MD
Shahab A. Akhter, MD
Cary W. Akins, MD
William C. Alford Jr., MD
James S. Allan, MD
Margaret D. Allen, MD
Mark S. Allen, MD
Nasser K. Altorki, MD

Abbas Ardehali, MD
Atrium Medical Corporation
W. Gerald Austen, MD
Erle H. Austin III, MD
Carl L. Backer, MD
Hendrick B. Barner, MD
William A. Baumgartner, MD
Thomas V. Bilfinger, MD
BioStable Science & 

Engineering, Inc.
David P. Blake, MD
R. Morton Bolman III, MD
Edward L. Bove, MD
Scott M. Bradley, MD
Jill Braunwald Porter
William T. Brinkman, MD
Paul S. Brown Jr., MD
John A. Burkholder, MD
David B. Campbell, MD
Cardiovascular and Thoracic 

Surgery, Inc.
Andrea J. Carpenter, MD, PhD
Cedars-Sinai Medical Center
W. Randolph Chitwood Jr., MD
Joseph C. Cleveland Jr., MD
Congenital Heart Surgeons 

Society (CHSS)
John V. Conte, MD
Denton A. Cooley, MD
Coordinating Committee for 

Continuing Education
Joseph S. Coselli, MD
Delos M. Cosgrove, MD
James L. Cox, MD
Fred A. Crawford Jr., MD
Thomas A. D’Amico, MD
Pierre de Delva, MD
Joseph A. Dearani, MD
Todd L. Demmy, MD
Harry J. DePan, MD
James A. DeWeese, MD
Jessica S. Donington, MD
Richard N. Edie, MD
Elsevier Science, Inc.
Richard M. Engelman, MD
Victor A. Ferraris, MD, PhD
Raja M. Flores, MD
Thomas J. Fogarty, MD
Richard G. Fosburg, MD
William H. Frist, MD
Paul E. Fulchino Family
Thomas E. Gaines, MD
Timothy J. Gardner, MD
J. William Gaynor, MD

Giving | Grousbeck Fazzalari
Glaxo Wellcome, Inc.
Scott M. Goldman, MD
L. Michael Graver, MD
Frederick L. Grover, MD
Frank L. Hanley, MD
Bradley J. Harlan, MD
Alan R. Hartman, MD
George L. Hicks Jr., MD
Robert S.D. Higgins, MD
Charles B. Huddleston, MD
John S. Ikonomidis, MD PhD
Michel N. Ilbawi, MD
O. Wayne Isom, MD
Leigh I. Iverson, MD
Jeffrey P. Jacobs, MD
Stuart W. Jamieson, MD
Gilbert Johnston, MD
David R. Jones, MD
Lyle D. Joyce, MD, PhD
Joyce Foundation
George C. Kaiser, MD
Pandurang V. Kamat, MD
Kirk R. Kanter, MD
Kealy Family Foundation
Paul B. Kelly, MD
A. Hassan Khazei, MD
Leslie J. Kohman, MD
Irving L. Kron, MD
Hillel Laks, MD
John J. Lamberti, MD
Michael Lanuti, MD
Larry King Cardiac Foundation
Richard Lee, MD
Scott A. LeMaire, MD
James M. Levett, MD
Sidney Levitsky, MD
Joseph LoCicero, MD
James D. Luketich, MD
Bruce W. Lytle, MD
Michael J. Mack, MD
James W. Mackenzie, MD
Joren C. Madsen, MD
Yousuf Mahomed, MD
James R. Malm, MD
Christopher Maloney Sr., MD
William T. Maloney
James B. D. Mark, MD
M. Blair Marshall, MD
Mayo Clinic
Patrick M. McCarthy, MD
P. Michael McFadden, MD
Joseph S. McLaughlin, MD
Robert M. Mentzer, MD

Walter H. Merrill, MD
Lynda L. Mickleborough, MD
D. Craig Miller, MD
Joseph I. Miller Jr., MD
R. Scott Mitchell, MD
Robert L. Mitchell, MD
Steve Mourning
Gordon F. Murray, MD
Hassan Najafi, MD
Stanton P. Nolan, MD
Northern Trust Company
William C. Nugent, MD
John L. Ochsner, MD
Gordon N. Olinger, MD
Mark B. Orringer, MD
David Miller Overman, MD
Mehmet C. Oz, MD
Peter C. Pairolero, MD
Grant Van Siclen Parr, MD
Patricia Ann Penkoske, MD
D. Glenn Pennington, MD
Gosta B. Pettersson, MD
Edward J. Planz Jr., MD
Marvin Pomerantz, MD
Pratt Surgical Associates, Inc.
John D. Puskas, MD
Joe B. Putnam Jr., MD
Kathryn Quadracci Flores, MD
Ronald R. Quinton, MD
Michael J. Reardon, MD
Evelio Rodriguez, MD
Eric A. Rose, MD
Jack A. Roth, MD
Valerie W. Rusch, MD
William H. Ryan III, MD
Joseph F. Sabik III, MD
Robert M. Sade, MD
Frank W. Sellke, MD
Kuppe G. Shankar, MD
Baljit K. Sharma, MD
Richard J. Shemin, MD
Peter M. Sidell, MD
Mark S. Slaughter, MD
Herbert E. Sloan, MD
Craig R. Smith, MD
Frank C. Spencer, MD
Thomas L. Spray, MD
Robert D. Stewart, MD
Matthew A. Steliga, MD
Quentin R. Stiles, MD
Valavanur A. Subramanian, MD
Hon Chi Suen, MD
David J. Sugarbaker, MD
Thoralf M. Sundt, MD

Francis P. Sutter, DO
James F. Symes, MD
Stanley K. C. Tam, MD
Christo I. Tchervenkov, MD
Terumo Aortic
The Windhover Foundation
David F. Torchiana, MD
Gregory D. Trachiotis, MD
Alfredo Trento, MD
Bernard L. Tucker, MD
James S. Tweddell, MD
Paul N. Uhlig, MD
University of Iowa
University of Virginia
USC Cardiothoracic Surgeons
Gus J. Vlahakes, MD
Jennifer D. Walker, MD
William Wallace, DO
Henry L. Walters III, MD
Andrew S. Wechsler, MD
Women in Thoracic Surgery 

(WTS)
Joseph Woo, MD
J. Nilas Young, MD
George L. Zorn III, MD

TSF Heritage Society
These generous donors have 
made plans for a bequest gift to 
TSF via their estate plans:

John R. Benfield, MD
R. Morton Bolman III, MD
Eugene Braunwald, MD
Nancy D. Clark
Vincent R. Conti, MD
David A. Fullerton, MD
Dr. & Mrs. Martin F. McKneally
The David S. and Janet R. 

Sheridan Foundation
Dr. & Mrs. Robert B. Wallace
James M. Wilson, MD
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Richard J. Shemin, MD
The David S. and Janet R. 

Sheridan Foundation
Wilson Y. Szeto, MD
Western Thoracic Surgical 

Association

$1,000 - $1,999 
Adanna C. Akujuo, MD
James S. Allan, MD
Mark S. Allen, MD
George J. Arnaoutakis, MD
Marvin D. Atkins, MD
Carl L. Backer, MD
William A. Baumgartner, MD
Richard J. Battafarano, MD, PhD
Thomas M. Beaver, MD
Scott M. Bradley, MD
Nora L. Burgess, MD
John H. Calhoon, MD
Jonathan M. Chen, MD
Karla Christian, MD
Joseph C. Cleveland Jr., MD
Juan A. Crestanello, MD
Joseph A. Dearani, MD
Malcolm M. DeCamp, MD
J. Michael DiMaio, MD
Farhood Farjah, MD
Dorothy Cate & Thomas 

First Foundation
Gregory P. Fontana, MD
J. William Gaynor, MD
Frederick L. Grover, MD
Michael E. Halkos, MD
Lacy E. Harville III, MD
Robert S. D. Higgins, MD
Rosemary F. Kelly, MD
Scott A. LeMaire, MD
Sidney Levitsky, MD
A. Norman Lewin, MD
Gyaandeo S. Maharajh, MD
Sunil P. Malhotra, MD
Patrick M. McCarthy, MD
Sidney Levitsky, MD
Robert E. Merritt, MD
Rita C. Milewski, MD, PhD
Rodrigo M. Miranda, MD
John D. Mitchell, MD
John L. Myers, MD
Keith S. Naunheim, MD
Tom C. Nguyen, MD
David Miller Overman, MD
Bernard J. Park, MD

2024 Honor Roll of
Annual Donors
TSF recognizes gifts at all levels made from January 1 – 
December 31, 2024 by generous surgeons, foundations, 
societies, individuals, corporations, and grateful patients. 
Their contributions support our mission and the future of the 
cardiothoracic surgery specialty.

$1,000,000+ 
The Estate of Graydon & Virginia Long

$500,000–$999,999 
The Society of Thoracic Surgeons 
Edwards Lifesciences Foundation 

$100,000–$499,999 
Elizabeth M. Colwell, MD 

and Ryan Colwell, MD
Arshad Quadri, MD

$50,000 - $99,999 
Memorial Hermann
The Roberts Foundation
Southern Thoracic Surgical 

Association (STSA) 

$25,000 - $49,999 
Vinay Badhwar, MD
Joseph E. Bavaria, MD
Robert L. Kormos, MD
W. L. Gore & Associates, Inc.

$10,000 - $24,999 
Anthony L. Estrera, MD
Virginia R. Litle, MD
Thomas E. MacGillivray, MD

$5,000 - $9,999 
Melanie A. Edwards, MD
Mark K. Ferguson, MD
Karen M. Kim, MD
S. Chris Malaisrie, MD
Douglas J. Mathisen, MD
Amit N. Patel, MD

$2,000 - $4,999 
Kevin D. Accola, MD
Michael E. Bowdish, MD
Emily A. Farkas, MD
Fernando Gil
Kelley A. Hutcheson, MD
Daniel L. Miller, MD
Jay D. Pal MD, PhD
Richard N. Pierson III, MD
Krithika Ramaprabhu, MBBS
T. Brett Reece, MD
Evelio Rodriguez, MD

Compassion in action: Team members perform a routine check-up on an 
elderly patient during Dr. Jay D. Pal’s humanitarian outreach visit.
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G. Alexander Patterson, MD
Sara J. Pereira, MD
Richard L. Prager, MD
W. Steves Ring, MD
Jennifer C. Romano, MD, MS
Nathalie Roy, MD
Joseph F. Sabik III, MD
Paul C. Tang, MD
Luis F. Tapias Vargas, MD
Vinod H. Thourani, MD
Marko Turina, MD
The University of Texas Health 

Science Center at Houston
Salim M. Walji, MD
Elaine Weiss, JD
Lee Wiensch
Joseph Woo, MD
Douglas E. Wood, MD
Ronald K. Woods, MD
David W. Wormuth, MD
Robert A. Wynbrandt, JD
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The Nina Starr Braunwald 
Research Fellowship Award 

has been instrumental in solidifying 
my aspiration to become a pediatric 
cardiac surgeon. The fellowship 
has deepened my passion for 
scientific discovery and affirmed my 
commitment to improving outcomes in 
children with congenital heart disease.

SunYoung Kim, MD 
University of Nebraska Medical Center
“Alcohol and Notch Pathway Mutations Synergistically Induce 
Atrioventricular Canal Defects: Potential Rescue by Folic Acid”
Nina Starr Braunwald Research Fellowship Award
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Dr. Thomas Theologou captured a powerful moment of teamwork in action on his 
humanitarian outreach trip to Vietnam.

Reed awardee Dr. Mahim Malik (second from left) with Emile Bache  
and his surgical team. 
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Joshua M. Rosenblum, MD, PhD
Peter I. Rossi, MD

Cristian C. Rosu, MD
Patrick T. Roughneen, MD
Athan Roumanas, MD
Laki J. Rousou, MD
Charles J. Rousseau, MD
Joshua D. Rovin, MD
Pablo Federico Ruda Vega, MD
Patrick D. Rudersdorf, MD
Marc Ruel, MD, MPH
Brian K. Rundall, DO
Gregory D. Rushing, MD
Hyde M. Russell, MD
Sean S. Russell, MD
Mark J. Russo, MD
Patrick E. Ryan, MD
Siavash Saadat, MD
Uma M. Sachdeva, MD, PhD
Robert M. Sade, MD
John D. Sadoff, MD
Chittoor B. Sai-Sudhakar, MD
Sameh M. Said, MD
Edward Y. Sako, MD, PhD
Kashif Saleem, MD
Rawn Salenger, MD
Hai Salfity, MD
Kelli D. Salter, MD, PhD
Sanjay A. Samy, MD
Guillermo Sanabria, MD
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Harmik J. Soukiasian, MD
Rachel Spallone, MD
Aaron Sparks, DO
Rona Spector, MD
Jason S. Sperling, MD
David Spielvogel, MD
Gregory S. Spowart, MD
David J. Spurlock, MD
Sandra L. Starnes, MD
Joanne P. Starr, MD
Louis H. Stein, MD, PhD
Joel M. Sternback, MD
David I. Sternberg, MD
Randy M. Stevens, MD
William S. Stevens, MD
Allan S. Stewart, MD
Robert D. Stewart, MD
Shelby J. Stewart, MD
Brendon M. Stiles, MD
Wade W. Stinson, MD
Matthew L. Stone, MD, PhD
Chadwick W. Stouffer, MD
Robert G. Strange Jr., MD
Erik E. Suarez, MD
Tadahisa Sugiura, MD
Ibrahim Sultan, MD
Parvez K. Sultan, MD
Benjamin C. Sun, MD

Jack C.J. Sun, MD
Thoralf M. Sundt, MD
John P. Sutton, MD
Kei Suzuki, MD
Lars G. Svensson, MD, PhD
Timothy W. Swain, MD
Amjad Q. Syed, MD
Vinay M. Tak, MD
Hiroo Takayama, MD, PhD
Manabu Takebe, MD
Koji Takeda, MD, PhD
Bethany B. Tan, MD
Akiko Tanaka, MD, PhD
Daizo Tanaka, MD
Daniel G. Tang, MD
Eddie Tang, MD
Taylor Tang, MD
Houman Tavaf-Motamen, MD
Thomas P. Templin, MD
Amod P. Tendulkar, MD
Yusuke Terasaki, MD
Hassan A. Tetteh, MD, MBA
Donald D. Thomas II, MD
Matthew Paulus Thomas Sr., MD
Michael J. Thomas, MD
Henry F. Todd, MD
Alper S. Toker, MD
Eric M. Toloza, MD, PhD

Juan A. Sanchez, MD
Mark E. Sand, MD
Aqeel A. Sandhu, MD
Nishant Saran, MBBS
Amir A. Sarkeshik, DO
Paul C. Saunders, MD
Edward B. Savage, MD
Michael A. Savitt, MD
Alexander J. Sbrocchi, MD
Eric L. Sceusi, MD
Justin M. Schaffer, MD
James R. Scharff, MD
Joshua Scheinerman, MD
Matthew R. Schill, MD
Dean P. Schraufnagel, MD
David S. Schrump, MD
Scott L. Schubach, MD
Matthew J. Schuchert, MD
Molly M. Schultheis, MD
Scot C. Schultz, MD
Alexander Bradley Schutz, MD
Jane L. Schwabe, MD
Thomas A. Schwann, MD
Charles F. Schwartz, MD
Jess Schwartz, MD
Steven S. Scott, MD
Christopher W. Seder, MD
Tara Semenkovich, MD

Derek R. Serna-Gallegos, MD
Lynn Seto, MD
Bilal M. Shafi, MD
Salil G. Shah, MD
Huzaifa A. Shakir, MD
Kapil Sharma, MD
Subhadra Shashidharan, MD
Fawwaz R. Shaw, MD
Nicholas John Shea, MD
Ryan C. Shelstad, MD
William Shely, MD
Paul M. Shen, MD
Manisha R. Shende, MD
Barry B. Sheppard, MD
David D. Shersher, MD
John T. Sherwood, MD
Norihisa Shigemura, MD
Michael S. Shillingford, MD
Junichi Shimamura, MD, PhD
Yong T. Shin, MD
Jason A. Shofnos, MD
James H. Shoptaw, MD
Joseph B. Shrager, MD
Yasuhiro Shudo, MD, PhD
Jeffrey H. Shuhaiber, MD
Bassam Shukrallah, MD
Christian C. Shults, MD
Ming-Sing Si, MD

Michael P. Siegenthaler, MD
Alan D. Sihoe, MD
Marc C. Silver, MD
Scott C. Silvestry, MD
Charles Simpson
Sinan A. Simsir, MD
Raymond L. Singer, MD
Deepak Singh, MD
Saket Singh, MD
John H. Sirak, MD
Franjo Siric, MD
Mini L. Sivadasan, MD
Lynne A. Skaryak, MD
Eric R. Skipper, MD
Dwight J. Slater, MD
James P. Slater, MD
Nicholas G. Smedira, MD
Charles H. Smith, MD
J. Michael Smith, MD
Maurice Smith, MD
Robert L. Smith II, MD
Wendel J. Smith, MD
William B. Smith, DO
Iva A. Smolens, MD
Neel R. Sodha, MD
Jonathan Somers, MD
Joshua R. Sonett, MD
Manak Sood, MD

“This grant has given me the unique 
opportunity to manage a project 
as the primary investigator which 

is rare for surgical residents. As an aspiring 
academic surgeon with an intense interest 
in research, this project has been incredibly 
helpful in giving me early exposure to 
applying for and managing a grant-funded 
project and I am immensely grateful for this.”

Zachary Kiernan, MD  
TSF Resident Research Fellowship Award
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Betty C. Tong, MD
Aybala Tongut, MD
Richard S. Toon, MD
Dimitrios Topalidis, MD
Ann J. Toran, MD
Gianluca Torregrossa, MD
Jose E. Torres, MD
Julius L. Toth, MD
Dhaval Trivedi, MD
Timothy H. Trotter, MD
Karin P. Trujillo, MD
Wilson S. Tsai, MD
Andrew C. Tsen, MD
Elaine E. Tseng, MD
Lambros Tsonis, MD
Masaki Tsukashita, MD, PhD
Thomas C. Tung, MD
Harma K. Turbendian, MD
Joseph W. Turek, MD, PhD
William F. Turner Jr., MD
Mark W. Turrentine, MD
Merry E. Uchiyama, MD
Mayuko Uehara, MD, PhD
Juan P. Umana, MD
Shinya Unai, MD
Eric Unger, MD
Karl L. Uy, MD
Eric Vallieres, MD
Benjamin S. Van Boxtel, MD
Brooks Van Udelsman, MD
David W. Vanhooser, MD
Ara Vaporciyan, MD
Thomas K. Varghese 

Jr., MD, MBA
Robin Varghese, MD
Julio C. Vasquez, MD
Ramesh S. Veeragandham, MD
J. David Vega, MD
Daniel A. Velez, MD
Jeffrey B. Velotta, MD
Michael S. Vercillo, MD
Conrad M. Vial, MD
Melita L. Viegas, MD
Wickii T. Vigneswaran, MD
Manuel A. Villa Sanchez, MD
Luca A. Vricella, MD
Lee S. Wagmeister, MD
John C. Wain Jr., MD
Walter C. Wakwe, MD
Jennifer D. Walker, MD
Africa F. Wallace, MD
Jason M. Wallen, MD
Tyler J. Wallen, MD
William J. Wallen, MD, PhD

Dustin Matthew Walters, MD
Peter A. Walts, MD
Jennifer J. Wan, MD
I-Wen Wang, MD, PhD
Fady S. Wanna, MD
Alison F. Ward, MD
Austin N. Ward, MD
Kenneth G. Warner, MD
Thomas J. Watson, MD
Tessa Watt, MD
Lawrence M. Wei, MD
Samuel Weinstein, MD
Eric S. Weiss, MD
Steven J. Weiss, MD
Benny Weksler, MD
Karl F. Welke, MD
Dennis A. Wells, MD
Robert J. Welsh, MD
David Michael West, MD
Brian B. Whang, MD
Grayson H. Wheatley III, MD
Eric Wherley, MD
David C. White, MD
Joseph D. Whitlark, MD
Robert J. Wiechmann, MD
Travis J. Wilder, MD
Douglas I. William, MD
David M. Williams, MD
Julio E. Williams, MD
David Willis
David S. Winlaw, MD
Michael K. Wood, MD
Ronald K. Woods, MD
Stephanie G. Worrell, MD
Thomas C. Wozniak, MD
James K. Wu, MD
Kody Wyant, DO
Moritz C. Wyler von 

Ballmoos, MD, PhD
Roh Yanagida, MD, PhD
Bo Yang, MD, PhD
Chi-Fu J. Yang, MD
Nicholas Yerkes, MD
Fumiya Yoneyama, MD, PhD
Pyongsoo D. Yoon, MD
John S. Young, MD
Kirill Zakharov, DO
Peter J. Zakow, MD
Ahmad Zeeshan, MD
Kenton J. Zehr, MD
James L. Zellner, MD
Danjing Zhao, MD
Zhandong Zhou, MD
Robert F. Zink, MD

One of the most profound 
realizations during my time 

there was the importance of patience 
and precision. In surgery, speed is often 
celebrated, but Dr. David’s approach 
taught me that being smart, efficient, and 
detail-oriented yields far superior results.

Andres Felipe Jimenez Ordonez, MD 
Fellowship to: Peter Munk Cardiac Centre, Toronto General Hospital, 
Toronto, Canada  
Mentor: Tirone E. David, MD



My primary goal was to  
understand how to build a Ross 
program at my home institution. 
I learned far more than that. I 

learned lessons that will fundamentally guide 
the rest of my career and for that I am deeply 
grateful to Dr. Kouchoukos and The Thoracic 
Surgery Foundation for this award.

Lauren K.M. Barron, MD   
Nicholas Kouchoukos Award
Fellowship to: Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai 
Mentor: Ismail El-Hamamsy, MD



2025 Surgeon Match Challenge is underway! The Society of 
Thoracic Surgeons has generously pledged $300,000 to match 
surgeon donations made to TSF this year. 

Please consider a gift today that doubles your impact – and 
supports TSF’s mission to advance heart and lung health for all.

Surgeon Match 
Challenge

2025

Scan the QR code or visit 
ThoracicSurgeryFoundation.org

Please make your gift today!

TSF is the charitable heart of  
The Society of Thoracic Surgeons
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