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The Beach Park School District #3 is a public school district located in Beach Park, Illinois. Established on May 25, 1946, the district oversees four elementary schools (Oak Crest, Howe, Newport, and Kenneth Murphy) and one middle school (Beach Park Middle School). As of 2024, each school has its own principal, with Mrs. Megan Goedken at
Kenneth Murphy, Mr. Chris Anderson at Howe, Dr. Laurie Garris at Newport, Ms. Jennifer Convey at Oak Crest, and Ms. Stephanie Meek at the middle school. The district's history dates back to the time when this area was considered a separate section of the country due to limited roads and non-native settlements. The land was originally inhabited
by the Potawatomi tribes, who sold their lands in Illinois and Wisconsin to the U.S. government for about $1 million in 1833. The first schools in the area were established around the birth of Lake County in 1938, with one school reportedly located within the current district boundaries. The district is governed by a board consisting of Marcia White as
President, Andrea Usry as Vice President, Nicole Harris as Secretary, Andy Luther and Steve Lenzi as Board Members. The superintendent is Dr. Denise Wilcox. Salmon Stebbins was a Methodist Circuit Rider who had a big impact on this area. He was in charge of preaching to people from Benton Township all the way to Green Bay, Wisconsin. His
daughter Emily taught some of the first kids in the area from their log cabin, and years later, they built a one-room schoolhouse on the Howe Family Farm. This old school, called the original Howe School, stood until 2002 when it was torn down for homes. People around here had to hold on tight through hard times like the Civil War and World War
One. Did you know that the school district didn't even have a building most of this time? Students would ride a horse-powered "bus" over rough dirt trails to get an education. By 1934, things were changing fast with the railroad coming between Chicago and Milwaukee. A new brick school was built in its place, and it grew bigger and better over the
years as more kids came. Eventually, three smaller districts joined together to become Beach Park Community Consolidated School District #3. Our district's birthday is May 25th, 1946. We've had some big changes since then - a new school called Oak Crest was built in 1966 (now it's called Kenneth Murphy), and North Prairie SD#2 joined us in
1969. But back around 1840, one of those original groups of students went to the newly built North Prairie Church to keep learning. We're glad they came back - it only took about 140 years! By 1988, our residents were working together to stay strong and voted for incorporation. Today, we have five schools, including the Newport School building
from 1954. It's a great place to see what this area was like for those first settlers. Beach Park Community Consolidated School District #3 is situated in Lake County, Illinois. This school district has undergone changes in its schools' names and configurations over time. Historically, the area was characterized by abundant wildlife, with species like
white pelicans passing through on their migrations. The first one-room wooden school building sold for $50, a fact that reflects the region's early days of woodland, prairie, and farm fields. The district has seen changes in its schools' names: "Howe Elementary School" used to be known as "Beach School," while "Oak Crest Elementary School" was

previously called "Beach Park School." The name "Kenneth Murphy Junior High" transformed into "Kenneth Murphy Elementary School." Additionally, the district consists of four elementary schools: "Howe Elementary School," "Newport Elementary School," "Oak Crest Elementary School," and "Kenneth Murphy Elementary School." The middle
school is called "Beach Park Middle School."



