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The	process	of	obtaining	the	Venezuelan	national	identification	card,	also	known	as	the	cédula	de	identidad,	is	free	and	managed	by	the	Servicio	Administrativo	de	Identificación,	Migración	y	Extranjería	(Saime)	or	its	foreign	consulates.	Once	issued,	the	identification	card	has	a	validity	period	of	10	years.	This	document	is	essential	for	various
purposes,	such	as	making	payments,	enrolling	in	universities,	or	registering	to	manage	other	national	documents.	

Required	documents	include:	*	Birth	certificate	inserted	into	the	Registro	Civil	*	Certified	copy	of	birth	certificate	*	Copy	of	identification	card	from	one	or	both	parents	or	representatives	Original	documents	must	be	presented,	along	with	certified	copies.	For	minors,	an	additional	step	involves	inserting	the	original	birth	certificate	and	a	certified
copy	into	the	Registro	Civil.	
To	register	with	the	Civil	Registry,	you'll	need	to	provide:	*	A	copy	of	the	birth	certificate	from	your	father	or	mother	that	shows	Venezuelan	nationality	(only	required	for	birth	certificates	obtained	from	consulates	and	registered	in	the	Civil	Registry).	*	A	statement	of	willingness	issued	by	the	Municipal	Offices	of	the	Civil	Registry.	The	document	must
acknowledge	Venezuelan	nationality.	If	one	of	the	parents	is	deceased,	you'll	need	to	provide	the	original	death	certificate.	If	it's	from	a	foreign	country,	it	must	be	apostilled	or	legalized.	Additionally,	you'll	need:	*	A	passport	or	official	document	that	allows	you	to	enter	the	country.	*	The	original	birth	certificate	of	your	first	direct	ancestor	born	in
Venezuela	and	registered	with	the	Civil	Registry.	*	Two	photographs	of	yourself.	*	To	establish	residency	in	the	country	or	declare	your	intention	to	acquire	Venezuelan	nationality.	

Regardless	of	whether	it's	for	the	first	time	or	renewal,	applicants	must	attend	Saime	offices	in	advance	due	to	typical	queues.	

The	application	process	takes	place	at	Saime	offices	across	the	country,	where	citizens	must	provide	specific	documentation	to	obtain	the	card.	According	to	Venezuelan	legislation,	all	citizens	born	in	Venezuela	must	apply	for	their	national	identification	card	starting	from	age	9.	In	cases	of	minors,	representatives	are	responsible	for	processing	the
application	until	they	reach	the	age	of	majority.	In	contrast	to	passports,	the	process	of	obtaining	a	national	identification	card	has	different	stages	and	is	free,	with	a	validity	period	of	10	years	once	issued.	Meanwhile,	YouTuber	Mila	Draajay,	just	7	years	old,	topped	the	list	of	highest-paid	YouTubers	in	2021	with	an	earnings	of	$28	million.	Regardless
of	whether	it's	for	the	first	time	or	renewal,	applicants	must	attend	Saime	offices	in	advance	due	to	typical	queues.	Additionally,	Saime	recommends	visiting	the	Registro	Civil	and	Consejo	Nacional	Electoral	(CNE)	for	specific	document	requirements.	Required	documents	include:	*	Birth	certificate	inserted	into	the	Registro	Civil	*	Certified	copy	of
birth	certificate	*	Copy	of	identification	card	from	one	or	both	parents	or	representatives	Original	documents	must	be	presented,	along	with	certified	copies.	For	minors,	an	additional	step	involves	inserting	the	original	birth	certificate	and	a	certified	copy	into	the	Registro	Civil.	To	register	with	the	Civil	Registry,	you'll	need	to	provide:	*	A	copy	of	the
birth	certificate	from	your	father	or	mother	that	shows	Venezuelan	nationality	(only	required	for	birth	certificates	obtained	from	consulates	and	registered	in	the	Civil	Registry).	
*	A	statement	of	willingness	issued	by	the	Municipal	Offices	of	the	Civil	Registry.	The	document	must	acknowledge	Venezuelan	nationality.	If	one	of	the	parents	is	deceased,	you'll	need	to	provide	the	original	death	certificate.	If	it's	from	a	foreign	country,	it	must	be	apostilled	or	legalized.	Additionally,	you'll	need:	*	A	passport	or	official	document	that
allows	you	to	enter	the	country.	*	The	original	birth	certificate	of	your	first	direct	ancestor	born	in	Venezuela	and	registered	with	the	Civil	Registry.	*	Two	photographs	of	yourself.	*	To	establish	residency	in	the	country	or	declare	your	intention	to	acquire	Venezuelan	nationality.	(Photo:	Saime)	You	may	also	need:	*	A	certified	copy	of	a	birth	certificate
issued	by	the	Venezuelan	Consulate	previously	inserted	into	the	corresponding	Civil	Registry,	or	a	certified	copy	of	an	act	that	shows	registration	with	the	Civil	Registry.	
*	A	statement	of	willingness	to	acquire	Venezuelan	nationality	registered	in	a	Municipal	Office	of	the	Civil	Registry	before	turning	25	years	old.	
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before	turning	25	years	old.	*	Proof	of	uninterrupted	residency	in	the	national	territory	for	at	least	two	years.	For	children,	this	corresponds	to	the	residency	of	their	parents	or	representatives.	If	some	of	your	parents	have	passed	away,	you'll	need	to	provide	an	original	death	certificate.	If	it's	from	a	foreign	country,	it	must	be	apostilled	or	legalized.
You	may	also	be	required	to:	*	Declare	your	intention	to	acquire	Venezuelan	nationality	before	turning	25	years	old.	*	Establish	residency	in	the	Venezuelan	territory	before	turning	18	years	old.	As	for	what	you	can	do	at	Saime's	self-service	machines:	*	Obtain	certified	copies	of	birth	certificates	that	indicate	the	indigenous	community	or	population	to
which	you	belong.	
Despite	this,	citizens	can	also	visit	other	offices	where	a	public	employee	will	take	a	photo,	fingerprint,	and	signature,	as	well	as	gather	necessary	identification	data	and	indicate	the	steps	to	follow.	For	individuals	living	abroad,	regardless	of	age,	they	can	manage	their	identification	at	the	Venezuelan	consulate	in	their	country	of	origin.	The	Migration
and	Identification	Organization's	website	(www.saime.gob.ve/identificacion/cedulacion)	has	all	the	requirements	and	recommendations.	Once	the	processes	are	completed,	Saime	should	assign	an	identity	card	to	the	Venezuelan	citizen.	Typically,	it	is	issued	within	several	weeks	after	submitting	the	documents	at	the	same	office	where	the	process
took	place,	with	a	variable	timeframe	of	one,	three,	or	six	months.	
However,	when	the	organization	conducts	identification	drives,	individuals	may	obtain	their	identification	without	waiting.	It's	crucial	to	identify	scams	and	people	posing	as	Saime	handlers.	Twitter	This	isn't	the	first	case	of	identity	document	fraud	registered	in	2023.	In	February,	the	National	Electoral	Council	(Saime)	reported	an	attempted	scam
through	WhatsApp	groups.	The	entity	stated	that	scammers	offered	false	document	processing	services.	According	to	Saime,	this	modus	operandi	involved	requesting	personal	data	from	victims	to	supposedly	update	or	verify	their	identification	and	travel	documents.	
"Dear	users,	be	aware	of	fake	information	circulating	on	WhatsApp	groups,"	a	post	by	Saime	on	Instagram	reads.	"Don't	give	out	your	data	to	third	parties;	avoid	being	scammed."	To	process	an	ID	card	through	the	Saime	website,	users	must	follow	these	steps:	1)	Log	in	to	the	Saime	platform	and	fill	out	a	verification	code	2)	Enter	their	ID	number
and	password	3)	Click	on	the	"cedulación"	option	at	the	top	of	the	page	4)	Select	the	"renew"	option	and	click	"accept"	5)	Fill	out	a	personal	data	form,	including	mandatory	requirements	such	as	physical	characteristics,	birthdate,	and	medical	center	information.


