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The Los Angeles Police Department (LAPD) was founded in 1869 and has since become the third-largest law enforcement agency in the US. The department has been involved in various historical events, including the Black Dahlia murder, the Watts riots, and the Rampart scandal. During the California Gold Rush era, Los Angeles struggled with
violent crime, corruption, and a lack of effective civil law enforcement. The city had a high murder rate and was plagued by bandits and lynching. The first formal police force in Los Angeles was established in 1853 as the Los Angeles Rangers, a volunteer militia company that operated until its disbandment in 1857. The department has undergone
numerous changes and reforms over the years, with several notable chiefs, including John M. Glass, who served for eleven years. In 1910, the LAPD promoted Alice Stebbins Wells to become the first sworn female police officer in the US. Georgia Ann Robinson followed suit in 1916, becoming the first African-American female police officer in the
country. The department has also been involved in notable incidents, including the Zoot Suit Riots during World War I and the Rampart scandal, which highlighted issues of corruption and police misconduct. The Los Angeles Police Department (LAPD) underwent significant transformations between 1918 and the late 1930s, with periods of corruption
and reform. In 1918, the department closed its alcohol treatment program and created the War Squad to combat espionage and labor unrest. The postwar period saw a rise in corruption, but two police chiefs, August Vollmer and James E. Davis, implemented reforms, including extended firearms training and the dragnet system. Davis's second term
was marked by the establishment of the LAPD Red Squad to target Communists. In 1924, the Los Angeles Police Academy was founded to train officers, and in 1938, Mayor Fletcher Bowron implemented significant reforms, appointing the first African American and woman to the Police Commission. The department faced challenges during World War
II, including a depleted force and the Zoot Suit Riots, but also made notable progress with the founding of the Gangster Squad in 1946 to combat organized crime. The Los Angeles Police Department (LAPD) experienced significant changes in its leadership during the mid-20th century. Prior to William H. Parker's tenure, Edward M. Davis served as
interim chief until Parker took office in 1950, despite facing competition from Thad Brown. During his time, Parker emphasized police professionalism and independence from civilian administration, especially concerning internal affairs. However, the Bloody Christmas scandal in 1951 led to calls for accountability and an end to police brutality within
the city itself. The LAPD held a contest in 1955 to create their police academy motto, with officer Joseph R. Dorobek submitting "To Protect and to Serve," which was adopted in 1963. The television show Adam-12, along with Dragnet, increased public support for the LAPD and inspired other agencies worldwide to emulate its structure and adopt its
motto. In addition to his work on the shows, Webb created the Police Academy Trust Fund and pledged a portion of their profits towards capital improvements for the academy. A significant challenge during this period was the 1965 Watts riots, which followed accusations of mistreatment and police brutality against minority communities by the city
and LAPD. The six-day unrest resulted in over 34 deaths, $40 million in damage, and nearly 1,000 buildings being damaged or destroyed. In the area under their jurisdiction, crime rates plummeted when the leader was away; however, upon their return, crime levels reverted to their previous state. To tackle this phenomenon and provide courts with a
better understanding of the individuals they were dealing with, a joint task force comprising police, probation, parole, schools, and others created an entity known as DDCP (Disposition Data Coordination Project). This entity was housed in the South Bureau and coordinated by Intelligence Sergeant Michael. The DDCP gathered reputation information
from the community, allowed under California law to be considered by the court, and served as a repository of sources for the court to consider during sentencing dispositions. However, the project was later renamed CRASH (Community Resources Against Street Hoodlums) due to concerns that the original acronym was demeaning. The CRASH units
remained operational, continuing their work as they had since 1972. During Chief Davis' term, the LAPD pioneered community-policing tactics and procedures known as the "basic car plan" or "team policing." This approach involved permanently assigning teams of officers to identified geographic areas, allowing them to develop a working knowledge
of the community and fostering familiarity, trust, and respect between the community and its police officers. Under Chief Davis, the LAPD vice squad was notorious for targeting the LGBT community. In one incident, Detective Lloyd Martin allegedly dangled two youths over a cliff in an attempt to extract information about a pedophile ring. The
department also conducted a high-profile raid on a charitable event, claiming they had freed "slaves" but ultimately failing to secure any convictions. Davis' successor, Daryl F. Gates, faced budget cuts and rising gang-related violence upon taking office. In response, he launched Operation Hammer in 1987, resulting in an unprecedented number of
arrests primarily targeting black American and Hispanic youths. The Los Angeles Police Department (LAPD) faced significant challenges in the late 1990s and early 2000s, including the aftermath of the Christopher Commission Report and the Rampart Division/CRASH corruption scandal. In 1997, LAPD SWAT units responded to the North Hollywood
shootout, a gun battle that lasted nearly an hour and involved two bank robbers with automatic rifles and body armor. The suspects were eventually defeated by SWAT units. The same year, the LAPD absorbed the MTA Transit Police, but this move was met with resistance from City Council members who opposed the "one city, one police department"
plan to eliminate smaller specialized forces. Only a fraction of the originally planned officers joined the LAPD, while most went to the LASD. In 2002, following a significant loss of officers and an unprecedented homicide rate, Mayor Hahn moved to deny Chief Parks' application for another five-year term. The Board of Police Commissioners refused to
accept his application, leading Parks to consider a lawsuit or run for City Council instead. He eventually left office several months early. The same year, voters passed Proposition Q, a $600 million bond program aimed at expanding and renovating police and fire facilities. This included the replacement of several police stations and the addition of new
emergency operations centers. In 2009, Chief William J. Bratton joined the LAPD after previously serving as NYPD chief among other positions. His arrival was marked by a request for resumes from captains and above, signaling a shift in leadership style compared to his predecessor, Chief Parks. In 1999, Bill Bratton took over as LAPD Chief, aiming
to implement key reforms: the Federal Consent decree, reducing Part I crime by a drastic amount, and establishing a world-class counter-terrorism Bureau. He also prioritized community-oriented policing. In 2005, the department launched action-packed promotional videos to attract recruits. The following year, Bratton stepped down as Chief in 2009
and went on to lead Altegrity Security Consulting. Voters rejected a proposal to merge LAPD with LA Airport Police due to differing training levels. To address this, LAPD officers were assigned to airport security checkpoints on an overtime basis. In 2006, the department relocated two stations, built new ones, and broke ground on several projects,
including a replacement for Parker Center and two community police stations. The LAPD was created as a central bureau within the department and began to hire additional officers in 2006. The police administration building was completed in 2009. Charles Beck took over as head of the LAPD from William Bratton in 2009. The department had an
emergency hospital that operated for 102 years, but it moved to a new location in 1957. Over a single weekend, thousands of police officers descended upon South Central Los Angeles. The specialized gang intelligence unit, Community Resources Against Street Hoodlums (CRASH), was established by the Los Angeles Police Department (LAPD) in
1979 to combat rising gang violence. With 18 divisions, each having its own CRASH unit, their primary goal was to suppress gang-related crimes fueled by the illegal drug trade. Daryl Francis Gates, LAPD chief from 1978 to 1992, is credited with creating SWAT teams and co-founding the Drug Abuse Resistance Education program. Bernard C. Parks,
a politician and former LAPD chief, served on the Los Angeles City Council from 2003 to 2015. The 1992 Los Angeles riots erupted in South Central after four LAPD officers were acquitted of using excessive force in the Rodney King beating. The Rampart scandal unfolded in the late 1990s and early 2000s, implicating over 70 police officers in various
forms of misconduct within CRASH's anti-gang unit. William Joseph Bratton, a former law enforcement officer, served as NYPD Commissioner twice and LAPD Chief from 2002 to 2009, leading the police departments of the United States' two largest cities. James Edgar Davis was an American police officer who served in various capacities. The history
of the Los Angeles Police Department is marked by periods of corruption, including under the leadership of Davis from 1926-1929 and 1933-1939. During this time, the department's focus on brute force led to public entanglement in scandals, as well as a campaign of harassment against political reformers that included bombings. In contrast, the
Rampart Division, serving communities west of Downtown Los Angeles, has a long history dating back to 1966 and has been relocated twice, with its current facility opening in 2008. Notably, Eduardo Perez Reyes served on the Los Angeles City Council for two terms, representing the 1st district, from 2005 until his re-election. Clemence Brooks
Horrall held a prominent position as chief of police from 1941-1949 but resigned under pressure during a grand jury investigation into police corruption. The LAPD has undergone significant changes and maintains complex divisions within its organization, including specialized units and resources such as transportation, communications, and
technology. Additionally, the department implemented Special Order 40 in 1979 to prevent officers from questioning individuals solely for immigration status determination, reflecting efforts aimed at addressing concerns related to undocumented immigrants. Crime in Los Angeles has had its ups and downs throughout the years, with peaks seen
between the 1970s and 1990s. Since the early 2020s, crime rates have been on the rise again in the city. The LAPD's top brass, led by the Chief of Police, is responsible for overseeing day-to-day operations and managing specialized units like the Metropolitan Division. This elite division is tasked with handling high-level crime suppression, K-9,
mounted, and SWAT units. Interestingly, a former LAPD officer named Brian Liddy was among those implicated in the Rampart Scandal back in the day. He, along with Sgt. Edward Ortiz and Officer Michael Buchanan, were the first to be charged in connection with this high-profile scandal. The LA Police Department has had its fair share of
milestones, including appointing its first African-American female Captain back in 2000. Information about D. "Randy" Simmons and his affiliation with the Los Angeles Police Department in California can be found on Odmp.org, a website accessed on August 22, 2012. In November 2009, Charlie Beck was named as the new chief of police for Los
Angeles, as reported by Joel Rubin in the Los Angeles Times, with further details provided by Rubin and Phil Willon. The selection process for Beck's appointment involved Mayor Villaraigosa, whose choice was announced on November 3, 2009.



