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CHAPTER 4
Wisdom for Moderns, Young and Old
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Ben Zoma said: Who is wise? He who learns from every man
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Elisha ben Abuyah said: He who learns when a child, to whatis he
compared? To ink written upon a new writing sheet. And he who learns
when an old man, to what is he compared? To ink written on a rubbed
writing sheet. Rabbi Yose ben Judah a man of Kfar Ha-babli said: He who
learns from the young, to what is he compared? To one who eats unripe
grapes, and drinks wine from his vat; And he who learns from the old, to
what is he compared? To one who eats ripe grapes, and drinks old wine.
Rabbi said: dontlook at the container but at that whichisinit: thereis
a new container full of old wine, and an old [container] in which there is
not even new [wine]
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CHAPTER 4
Wisdom for Moderns, Young and Old

Are you more likely to take seriously knowledge or information
from the present era or from a previous generation? Why?

Would your answer 1o the above question be different if you were
asked about "wisdom” instead of "knowledge or information™?

Do the two mishnayot (plural of Mishna) mentioned in the lesson

(Chapter 4, Mishna 25 & 26) favor the young over the old or the
old over the young?
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