STRATA RO
Holistic Lesson Plan

Strata is a Level 5 piece intended to teach the technique of reading and playing music in '
multiple lines. Multi-line or multi-layer music on guitar means that a single player is reading
two or more lines of music at the same time.

As we begin the journey of reading music in multiple lines we will separate a bass line, played
with thumb, and a higher ostinato, played with i and m. You can see in the example below,
the thumb melody has note stems facing down and the i-m ostinato has stems facing up.
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In multi-line music, we often treat one line differently than the other in order to emphasize the
melodic parts over accompaniment. In the example, we would play the thumb slightly louder
than the accompaniment while shaping both lines equally.

There is an accompanying solo that goes along with the ensemble piece Strata. All students
can learn this solo in preparation for or alongside the ensemble piece. The solo piece is
essentially identical to the score, just divided among parts.

— Perform the piece with expressive intention including all dynamic, tempo, and articulation.

— Perform the piece with balance between upper and lower lines of music, bringing out bass
melody and shaping the phrase as a whole.

— Sitin proper playing position being especially considerate of right-hand position.
— Establish and execute playing multi-line music with good technique in thumb and i-m.

— Execute multi-line music while playing upper and lower lines at different dynamic levels.
Literacy

— There are no new notes or rhythms to learn in Strata. However, it can be tricky to see music
written in multiple parts and visually process how to play the lines together. For some
students, this may be an overwhelming amount of information at one time. Go slow and
separate lines, playing each individually until they can be combined.
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Using the Level 5 technical sequence for multi-line music, follow the first steps to get
thumb (D string) and I-M (G and B strings) playing different rhythms confidently.

Introduce the left-hand fingers in the later technical exercises being sure to keep balance
and separation between the two lines.

Once students have executed the the 12 measure excerpt from Strata, have each student
begin work on the solo.

Begin work on the ensemble piece in tandem with the Strata solo. As the students make
progress on the solo, they will also be learning at least some of their part for the group.

Work Strata from beginning to end always paying close attention to the multi-line playing
in each part. For example: Gui 1. measure 1, Gui 2. measure 33, and Gui 3. measure 25.

At the end of Strata, we have these big rolling chords with extreme dynamic contrast. This
moment should be very different from everything before. Attend to vertical alignment and
pulse. Let everything ring over within the measure when possible.

Strata means layers. In geology, in refers to layers of sedimentary rock beds that form over

time. Create a class activity where students go outside (if possible) and collect a small stone

that represents some aspect of their self. Ask why is this rock like you? As we think about

layers of rock in the earth, there are surface layers, middle layers and deep layers. Ask the
students their layers. What is a surface layer that everyone sees or knows about you? What is a

middle or deep layer that you might be willing to share?
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STRATA

Score

J =100
lmi
i EA NN AN MO NN AN
Ultam,{!;éuééééés‘ééééééééééééé
Level 5 %Vn!i & o
P bass melody fo F
mpy ———— |
Guitar 2 ,%4 - - - - -
Level 5 %vn!i
Guitar 3 "?4 - - - - -
Level 5 \%v“'—’i
6
S0 o o o o |6 o o o 6 6 [ o 6 6 & o 6 o o
Gl & = o . r
v f i i i |
_—
o)
A, Ll Ll Ll Ll Ll
G2 |Hey
oJ
o)
n’ LI LI LI LI LI
G3 )
~eJ

38



ninininlininiainlininlnnlinia il MinlanlaMininlnls

~ ()

11

e
Pé ® o ol < HJ. o
e
| | Pé Q- v NP ¥ N HJ. [ -
e
PA- @] CH| HM_H__ CHl HIA- -
e
Pé \ vt t i~ i~ HIA- Q=
@ PA- o] CH| o] CHl \lldv | o
$H / \ H Pé QO i~ ~ ~t i~ \11‘. ],
Y ~ Pé u.m_ﬁ__ ol @o___ P@o__ ] \fé [
ol o] Pé N Hnw s = .
~ ~{ i~ ~ g ]
~ NP T ré T |1V LI TP’ ]
@uu_n L W @._ | W Pé ~lé
W ~ W ~t P P
T T M N ] b 1 "
Pé Nlé
N N Pé ~Ié
Pé ~Ié
Pé Pé
! I Pd S 3 ~IA. uw_ﬂ__ A
Pé o NP / \ NP Pé e NP N2
PA- CHE| CHl PA- o] CHl
PA- Q ~t ~t PA- Q- i~ At
' ' PA- Huu [l CH| PA- L.Nn_n [l CHl
PA— Q. ~ i~ PA. Q- i~ i~
N N Sh Ik N N NIE N N

39



o

o

Y o - o ° o ° o
@

o

o

Y o o ° o ° o
@

o

o

Y o - o ° o ° o
@

o

o

% 9% e % %S

o]

27

~ ()

o

o

o Y e T e T T e o T T e T e B e T e B e T N e B e B e B

[ W™ B ™ ™ ™

Crrrrrrrr

) -
) -
) -
) -

p

G3

o

[N

®

e
I

|1®

CUrrrrt

MnlnlnlnlisininislSnininisi Sl lnlnlSndnln s

©f

[N

®

e
= =

~e

\Ié
\Ié "
NIA-
\lé
\l b
alll l]
[
491 | P 03
, [
~q L o
| [] il
e Dale
[
[
I ]
sl b
\IA-
\Ié "
-~ NIA-
s NA.’A-U p
o] CH bw slé
2 slé
hn il o ~IA.
2 Nlu-
~NT® XD X9
™y
N o
O O

40



9

rit.

NSNS SIS S SSIsSSSSSsSS~S~

a tempo

_ ) o

SininininlEnlnininfainiainBainiainEanlalniBanlnls

~e)

———] 711111117

rrrrrrrrfr

) -
) -
) -
) NS

~e

LI

G3

e
|
=

.
P e
|
=

PP
|
=

Pe
|
=

55

I
&
o_—0 _&
@

I
&
@

s onirlfos o alefes

I
&
o_—0 _&
@

I
P
@

I
i
L P ol
o

I
P
@

-

I
o
e ®5°
o

-

|
o o
o

o @ oo |oo oo oo o0 |0

— )
7
y Al
fan)
&

Ho NS S NS SN s SSssS SS SS SSSS s~

G1

41




Zvll [ YR TTTe
[ TTTe
[ YR L)
] L)
TTTe L)
177 L\
HEL ) d
L [ 1R TTTe
[ TTTe
[ 1R L)
T T
TTTe L)
i ™
: 1
Al 1
b Ly
.PIIV N
Ig hé [ Y
-l i
1‘7 hé [
.flly ||
1] F_. .«
.Pll Hllé
I el o
.fll | HIIA.
g L JHE .
.fll I BEL )
i 0,
.fll i BEL )
MJ. [ Y
puij ¢ C
N E N
0 )
o™
— N G
O O

66

e
!

-@

@

I

] IS *
B ﬂ
L]
| 1N
I 77 177
L)
| 1N I\
TT7% TT7% d
1T ]
E |8
| 1NN L]
I 77 TT7%
L)
| 1N I\
7% TT7% d
A i \ @u__.
NG NG I
\
o™
~— [Q\ o
O O

@ H VI

rit.

72

> s
= T

$ © 3! ©

L

NiE 1 ’
TT7Te

%an

|l [ YR

[ YR TTTe \
i

[ Q| TTTe

Q| TT7 IIM.HF#
11 Ilu

ml T T

==

C
Nk N N
\
o™
— N G
O O

42



