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MESSAGE FROM THE MINISTER 

OFFICE OF THE MINISTER MINISTRY OF WORKS, TRANSPORT AND INFRASTRUCTURE 
(MINISTRY WORKS, TRANSPORT & INFRASTRUCTURE, ELECTRIC POWER CORPORATION, 

SAMOA WATER AUTHORITY, LAND TRANSPORT AUTHORITY, SAMOA AIRPORT AUTHORITY, 
SAMOA PORTS AUTHORITY, SAMOA SHIPPING CORPORATION, SAMOA SHIPPING SERVICES, 

PACIFIC FORUM LINE) 

Honorable Speaker of the House 
Legislative Assembly 
MULINU’U 

Pursuant, to Section 45 (4), of the Samoa Airport Authority Act 
2012 and the Public Bodies (Performance and Accountability) Act 
2002, Schedule 6, paragraph 6.7, I, hereby submit to the 
Legislative Assembly the Annual Report and Audited Accounts of 
the Samoa Airport Authority for the year ended 30th June 2023. 
 
Ma le fa’aaloalo lava, 

Honourable Olo Fiti Afoa Vaai 
MINISTER OF WORKS, TRANSPORT AND INFRASTRUCTURE 
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revamped Fagalii Airports. The rehabilitation project was expected, to stimulate economic growth and aid 
for the recovery of the tourism industry, reintroducing the shorter route of air travel between American 
Samoa and Samoa resuming operations on the 29th June 2023.  
 
Overall, SAA Financial Performance exceeded budget expectations as revenue streams surged to an 
impressive 157% compared to 2022, due to additional functions of the Authority. Consequently, a profit 
of over $6m was recorded. We are also pleased to declare the achievement of the Government’s mandated 
rates of return during this financial period, marking a significant milestone since 2019.  
 
Rebuilding the workforce was a challenge encountered across the entire industry during the first half of 
FY23 as the passenger recovery outpaced the staff. Around 500 jobs were lost across the precinct during 
the pandemic, and rebuilding the workforce was not an easy task. Over the course of the financial year, we 
had steadily increased employee numbers, gradually reaching levels comparable to those of 2019. 
Testament to the resilience and effortless support by our communities we had always ensured that our 
service delivery in every way possible is safe, efficient and reliable for the benefit of our valued customers.  
 
Looking to a brighter future, the SAA Board and Management are committed to aligning strategic focus 
with resilient and sustainable measures. We understand and highly recognized the importance of meeting 
the continuous demand for airport infrastructure upgrades while adapting to environmental changes in 
order to improve our service delivery. 
 
On behalf of the Samoa Airport Authority, we wish to commend the continuous support of our partners, 
customers and especially the Government while we welcomed our families and friends. We feel grateful 
for the trust you have placed in us as we continue to strive for excellence in everything we do. 

 
“O le Viiga e faafoi ile Atua, ona o lona alofa, ua o tatou sapi ai i ma’a o malie” … To God be the 

glory for his never-ending love upon us all! 
 
 

Soifua ma ia Manuia, 
 

 

Leiataua Isikuki Punivalu 
CHAIRMAN 

 

MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRMAN 

This financial year ending 30th June 2023 was significant for Samoa 
Airport Authority and the aviation sector in general. After more than 900 
days of border closure, passenger numbers began to recover and our 
business partners and customers began rebuilding the industry. 

The resumption of commercial flights has had a truly positive impact and 
a source of motivation for the authority and aviation related businesses. We 
had always been looking forward to the arrival of much-needed 
international passenger and cargo traffic, which should seal the gap left by 
the pandemic and reinvigorate the country’s economy. And with the 
increased number of flights from our four major airlines, it has instilled a 
renewed glimmer of hope to our business operations. As a fact, passenger 
volumes rapidly increased to numbers never witnessed before in the 
airport’s 38-year history, exceeding pre-pandemic numbers, with over 
320,000 people welcomed across Faleolo International and the newly 
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GENERAL MANAGER'S REPORT 

Connecting Samoans to their homeland and the world, our International Airports has experienced a stronger 
rebound than expected, bringing immense pride to the country that highly values its connection to the global 
community. Once again, Airlines, businesses and the tourism industry have succeeded to rebuild their 
networks, their workforces and new routes, allowing for increased travel opportunities and a prosperous 
economic growth. 

PERFORMANCE HIGHLIGHTS 
SAA had eagerly anticipated to meet its objectives under 
extraordinary circumstances during the reopening of 
international travels, and the following were some of the 
highlights during the 12 months reported: 

 

Revenue  

$34.4m 
▲ 157%    
Reported profit after tax 

$6m 
   

 
Key Financial & Operational Results 
FY 2023 had experienced a promising recovery when once again international borders reopened and air 
travel resumed, resulting in a 1322% increase in passenger volumes compared to the previous year, 
surpassing pre-pandemic FY19 figures. This success has been recorded as a milestone in the Authority's 
history, leading to an exhilarating profit of $6m. Revenue throughout the financial period increased by 
157% to $34.4 million as a result of additional functions of the Authority and Amortization of Deferred 
Income. 

We are also pleased to declare a dividend – our first since 2019 – for the financial year 2023, a sum 
equivalent to $2.3m paid out to the MPE reflecting the earnings period 1 July 2022 to 30 June 2023. 
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Our Connections 
Our role as a key economic enabler for the country is one, we take very seriously, and a notable achievement in 
the past year has been the return of international capacity to the country. Major carriers leading the charge, Fiji 
Airways and Air New Zealand that have significantly increased their flights, while the Qantas and Virgin Australia 
accords to only four flights per week. Talofa and Samoa Airways were also well positioned to meet the growing 
demands of air travel between American Samoa and Samoa. These airlines, all of which boast extensive domestic 
and international networks, now offer an even greater number of non-stop connections worldwide. A promising 
route to China has also been made possible by the Hainan Airlines. As the leading key trade and tourist market for 
Samoa, the Hainan Airlines may soon resume inter-island flight operations between the two countries.  

Business Partners 
Our business partners and stakeholders had eagerly anticipated this moment, where the amusements of the 
travelling public had once more flourished, providing the 43 tenants with a positive growth during their five-
year agreements. A retail change for Faleolo airport duty-free provider was also accomplished, which saw the 
successful transition from Farmer Joe to Frankies Supermarket and Janets Samoa operating at the Departure 
lounge while negotiations with the Best Value are in progress for the Arrival Lounge. 
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FAGALII AIRPORT REHABILITATION 

At the completion of rehabilitation works and renovations, the Fagalii Airport was once again reopened on 
29th May 2023, with much celebration in the local community. Prior to reopening, the runway had been 
upgraded to establish a secure and efficient landing site, improvements to infrastructure, including access 
points for incoming and departing passengers, repairs to external areas such as the carpark, and upgrades to 
the terminal building. Extensive safety inspections were also performed to make sure the airport was operating 
safely and to the high standards of the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) as well as National 
regulations.  

Negotiations on the extension of the runway is yet to be finalized, which requires an extensive assessment of 
land & road conditions, the design of the extended runway area, and consultation with other government 
entities. The extension project will include the proposed road closure of the east access road and the expansion 
of the west ring road in order to ensure safe passage of vehicles. With the extension project in place, the Fagalii 
Airport will be able to provide even better services to passengers, airlines, and the tourism industry. 

FAGALII 2023 RE-OPENING PICTORIAL  
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SECURITY SYSTEM UPGRADE 

Adherence to evolving global security protocols to ensure the safety of the travelling public during post-pandemic 
era made way to;  
 

1. The implementation of the (Transportation Security Administration) TSA operations for travelers en route 
from Samoa to the United States. 

2. Installation of an upgraded identification card system to enhance the accuracy of identifying individuals 
mitigating the risk of fake or duplicated identity cards. 

3. Upgrades and maintenance of X-ray machines, CT scanners and screening equipment.   

 
  

 
 

COMPLIANCE 

To comply with standards and recommended practices related to aerodrome operations, we have ensured that the 
below are fulfilled;  
 
1. Supply of Rescue Fire Services equipment, standby generators and Fire Truck spare parts. 
2. Procurement of Cleaning machines for effective cleaning of Terminal Building. 
3. Replacement of aerobridge spare tyres.   
4. Replacement of old Terminal UPS. 
5. Installation of a new ILS Power Supply. 
6. Acquisition of a Flaring Tool.  
7. Regular maintenance of airfield lighting, power systems and air traffic control equipment. 
8. Upgrade and maintenance of electronics/technological devices for efficient communications between land and air. 
9. Maintain appropriate documentation and records, and regularly reviewing and updating of procedures and 
policies. 
10. Conduct regular safety assessments and audits, and implement appropriate risk mitigation measures as 
necessary. 
 
Our goal is to ensure that our aerodrome operates safely and efficiently, and fully complies with all applicable 
regulations and standards. 
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RESULTS AT A GLANCE 
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PASSENGER & AIRCRAFT MOVEMENTS 
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Passenger movements have 
sharply increased by 1,322% 
this reporting period 
compared to the previous 
financial year, 11.1% increase 
compared to FY19. Overall, 
passenger movement will 
continue to be on the increase 
over the next financial year. 

Flight movement also had a 
huge impact in terms of 
quantity of aircraft landing at 
Faleolo International Airport 
with an increase of 917% 
compared to FY22. 
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PERFORMANCE HIGHLIGHTS 
SECURITY UPGRADE IDENTIFICATION CARD SYSTEM 

 

TSA SECURITY REQUIREMENT FOR US FLIGHTS 

FAGALII AIRPORT REHABILITATION WORKS 

SUPPLY OF RFS EQUIPMENT 
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Both Airfields continue to be operational under AC139-7 Standards. Maota Airport is manned by 4 staff with 
Asau by 2 in areas of ground maintenance and security. 

MAOTA & ASAU AIRPORTS 
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ACI CUSTOMER SERVICE TRAINING  SENIOR RFS TRAINING  

AIR CARGO & MAIL SECURITY COURSE COMPLIANCE TRAININGS 

 

TRAINING & DEVELOPMENT 

In an ever-changing global community, SAA continues to recognize the need to develop the careers and skills of its 
employees to maintain a stable and productive workforce, particularly in the safe and secure operations of upgrades and 
services. It is an obligation that our staff are well prepared in crisis, and an opportunity for SAA to demonstrate its 
commitment by investing in our staff and building a more resilient, skilled and stable staff. 
 

We continue to offer on the job trainings and learnings through interchange of experiences, participation in relevant 
workshops, conferences and specialized training. SAA encourages and support the attendance of its technical personnel 
in Aviation and Airport Academies around the world. For instance, currently 6 Air Traffic Trainees are currently 
engaging in Air Traffic courses held in New Zealand in order to be qualified as Air Traffic Controllers. Specialized 
Trainers are even procured to train and fully equipped Aviation Security (AVSEC) and Rescue Fire personnel, 
continually undergoing vigorous certification, aptitude, physical and medical testing and ensure compliance with 
international law requirements.  
 
Basic and induction trainings are frequently being conducted for the purpose to prepare and equip new recruits with the 
organizational culture, code of conduct and quality standards expected. 
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TRAINING & DEVELOPMENT 

STAFFING ENGAGEMENTS 
Occupational Health & Safety 

At the heights of global health catastrophes and emergencies, SAA has focused in its efforts to further 
strengthen OS&H objectives in line with the National OS&H plan 2021. Inspections on airport facilities, 
technical and administration were carried out periodically and recommendations were made regarding 
safe practices, safety equipment and occupational wellbeing of staff as well as the public. 
 
 

Community Services 

SAA is committed to supporting charity courses in Samoa and has participated in the ‘Malu I Fale’ 16 days 
of activism campaign raising awareness to stop violence against women, children and people with 
disabilities.  
 
As courtesy of the authority’s annual charity contributions, we had also offered our support by way of 
donations and essential supplies to Mapuifagalele - The Home of the Elderly. 

In other efforts, SAA encourages its staff to 
participate in health and wellbeing activities, 
sports days, training days, sports in and outside 
of work to ensure they stay healthy and have 
healthy practices. 
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Standing (R-L): Laga’aia Afoa Fetulia’i Laga’aia (Director) Leiataua Isikuki 
Punivalu (Chairman); Silimana’i Ueta Solomona Jr (Secretary); 

Sitting (R-L): Tina Saili (Director); Clare Leota (Director) 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
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MANAGEMENT 

(Standing L-R): Papalii Toilolo Tyronmoore Lam (Manager Aeronautical Services); 
Namulauulu Elemesi Schmidt (Manager Legal); Vaasiliega Ioane Iosefo (Manager 
Aerodrome Services) Tumanuvao Evile Falefatu (Manager Security Services); 

(Sitting L-R): Fiu Faumuina Manutoiaiga Tausisi (Manager Corporate Services); Vai 
Palepua Solaese (Manager Quality Assurance); Silimana’i Ueta Banse Solomona Jnr. 
(General Manager); Tagaloasa Uili Matafeo (Manager HR & Support Services) 
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PRINCIPALS 

Standing(L-R): Uili Golovale (Principal Electrical);  Aimaileaga Eseese Ah Ken 
(Principal Safety Auditor); Oloniu Frederick Hunkin (Principal Air Con); Etuale Afoa 
(Principal Finance); Paiutu Liaina Mafaufau (Principal Legal); Fuimaono Raymond 
Papu Wright (Principal HR); Salimu Tanuvasa (Principal Terminal Facilities); 

Sitting(L-R): Fuga Soane Pele (Principal Security Operations); Tuiolo Seiuli 
Taulealo (Principal Commercial); Kalala Palemene (1st Executive Assistant); 
Muliagatele Donna Meredith (Principal ATS); Faatosina Naititi (Principal Security 
Training); Ugapo Amosa Amosa (Principal CNS). 

Absent: Letoa Vaifou Taito (Principal RFS); Teueli Teueli (Principal Works); 
Christian Siitia (Principal IT); Michael Amosa (Principal Financial Auditor); 
Sa’u Hanipale Matulino (Principal Ops) 
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ORGANISATIONAL STRUCTURE 
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AUDITOR’S REPORT 
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AUDITOR’S REPORT. 
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