BOOK CLUB - Sets

1. The invisible girl / Peter Barham (2005) - 12 copies

TR

Within a few years of packing her bags for London as a starry-eyed 15-
@ year-old, Debbie Barham became one of the wittiest and most prolific
=% writers in Britain, working for comedy names such as Rory Bremner and
w Clive Anderson. But things soon went wrong for Debbie: her comic

The genius belied a darker, destructive side that slowly span out of control. In
I 3 1 this poignant memoir of his daughter's short life, Peter Barham sets out to
nvisible . arham sets ou
Girl dlscover_the powerful force thgt drqve ngble to anorexia, whilst inspiring
her to write some of the best lines in British comedy.

ing story of the
daughter he lost

PETER BARHAM

2. Between Mexico & Poland / Lily Bret (2002) — 9 copies

: ) Lily Brett's third book of non-fiction once again offers the unsparing Brett
candour full-on as it traces a humber of physical and emotional journeys.
. This is the voice her readers have come to rely on - insistently honest,
unflinching, self-mocking and always hilarious.

TRE AN N B In Mexico, she tries to write a novel, while the toilet explodes in the
and' Poland house, the gardener hoses her notes and the young maid questions her
about plastic surgery. In Poland she retraces the steps of her much-loved
MY character from Too Many Men, Ruth Rothwax, and finds herself
B l) E T T surprised to hear Ruth's words coming out of her own mouth. In between
N\ she writes for the first time about the devastation of losing her New York
home to fire and having to rebuild not only a life but a history. She also offers powerful
insights into her adopted city New York, both before and after the tragic events of September
11.

3. Sold / Brendan Gullifer (2009) — 10 copies

Money. Lust. Real estate.

so ln Sold takes a fly-on-the-wall look at Melbourne’s property industry. Set in
the leafy, prosperous inner suburbs, it follows the fortunes and

misfortunes of three agents as they jostle, thrive, and try to survive.

It reveals the routines, the agents’ listing tricks and the subtle intimidation
used to motivate staff and prospective vendors at Prender and Prender
Real Estate.

s LEHTER S Failed AFL footballer, Will Pittman, now a junior agent, is looking for
redemption. Former Auckland car dealer Harry “The Fox’ Osbourne just
wants to pay the kids’ school fees.

And Dally Love, the smiling assassin, wants it all: money, the girl, and the warm glow that
comes from being seen as a good bloke.

Then there’s Gerard. Mentally disabled, homeless, possibly dangerous. He’s like a scud
missile with a busted radar. And he’s squatting in an old convent that’s about to be turned
into luxury apartments...



4, Truth / Peter Temple (2009) - 8 copies, with notes

At the close of a long day, Inspector Stephen Villani stands in the
bathroom of a luxury apartment high above the city. In the glass bath, a
young woman lies dead, a panic button within reach.

Villani’s life is his work. It is his identity, his calling, his touchstone. But
now, over a few sweltering summer days, as fires burn across the state
and his superiors and colleagues’ scheme and jostle, he finds all the
certainties of his life are crumbling.

5. Love our way / Julia Rollings (2010) — 12 copies

Managing a household of eight children takes a lot of love and patience -

Love Our 'V\)ﬂ@ and amazing parents. When six of your children are adopted from

————— overseas, learning to adapt to any situation becomes a survival skill.
Having created a riotously happy family, Julia and Barry Rollings thought
they could handle anything life threw at them. That was until they
received the devastating news that two of their children had not been
) willingly adopted out by both their parents in India. Much worse, Akil and
- Sabi had been stolen away from their mother while she slept and sold by

= their father.

Julia Rollings

What's the right thing to do in such unthinkable circumstances? Do you
accept the advice that "You adopt the child, not the family", and let it go? Perhaps not tell the
children until they are older - or perhaps never at all? But Julia Rollings is not one to take the
easy road. With her family's support, she takes a courageous leap of faith in deciding to
reunite Akil and Sabi, then aged 13 and 12, with their birth mother Sunama.

Heading into such an emotional landmine, the outcome could have been disastrous. Instead,
it led to a moving journey of discovery to India that has expanded and enriched their family
today in more ways than one.

6. When all is said & done / Neal Daniher (2019) — 10 copies

Neale Daniher sat down to pen a letter to the grandchildren he'll never
get to know. And then he kept on writing ...

In 2013, the AFL legend was diagnosed with Motor Neurone Disease - a
2 cruel and incurable condition. He had a choice. He could spend his

, remaining time focused on himself, or he could seize the opportunity to
NERLE make a better future for others.

DANIHER

¥ & DON/




7. The giver of stars / Jojo Moyes (2019) — 7 copies, with notes

Alice Wright marries handsome American Bennett Van Cleve hoping to
o A escape her stifling life in England. But small-town Kentucky quickly
: ( ; i\’(‘]" ' proves equally claustrophobic, especially living alongside her

P overbearing father-in-law. So, when a call goes out for a team of women
iR \ tars to deliver books as part of Eleanor Roosevelt’s new traveling library,
EAERE  Alice signs on enthusiastically.

.- JoJo

B0l e The leader, and soon Alice’s greatest ally, is Margery, a smart-talking,
Vo self-sufficient woman who'’s never asked a man’s permission for
anything. They will be joined by three other singular women who become
known as the Packhorse Librarians of Kentucky.

What happens to them—-and to the men they love—becomes an unforgettable drama of
loyalty, justice, humanity, and passion. These heroic women refuse to be cowed by men or
by convention. And though they face all kinds of dangers in a landscape that is at times
breathtakingly beautiful, at others brutal, they’re committed to their job: bringing books to
people who have never had any, arming them with facts that will change their lives.

8. The testaments / Margaret Atwood (2019) — 10 copies, with notes

el When the van door slammed on Offred's future at the end of The
JAYR'\'[0]0]D] Handmaid's Tale, readers had no way of telling what lay ahead for her--
freedom, prison or death.

With The Testaments, the wait is over.
Margaret Atwood's sequel picks up the story more than fifteen years after

Offred stepped into the unknown, with the explosive testaments of three
female narrators from Gilead.

In this brilliant sequel to The Handmaid's Tale, acclaimed author
Margaret Atwood answers the questions that have tantalized readers for decades.

9. This taste for silence / Amanda O’Callaghan (2019) — 11 copies

The balance of power in a marriage shifts, with shocking consequences.
%” An elderly woman recounts a chilling childhood memory on the family
farm. A taxi driver with a missing wife reveals unexpected skills. An
- inherited painting brings an eerily troubling legacy.

THIS TASTE
FOR SILENCE

Subtle, compelling, and unsettling, Amanda O’Callaghan’s stories work
at the edges of the sayable, through secrets, erasures, and glimpsed
moments of disclosure. They shimmer with unspoken histories and
characters who have a ‘taste for silence’.



10. A universe of sufficient size / Miriam Sved (2019) — 10 copies

Budapest, 1938. In a city park, five young Jewish mathematicians gather
to share ideas, trade proofs and whisper sedition.

Universe
M/.[‘;.’r‘_l.”/ Sydney, 2007. llly has just buried her father, a violent, unpredictable man

e whose bitterness she never understood. And now llly's mother has gifted
her a curious notebook, its pages a mix of personal story and

mathematical discovery, recounted by a woman full of hopes and regrets.

Inspired by a true story, Miriam Sved's beautifully crafted novel charts a
course through both the light and dark of human relationships: a vivid
recreation of 1930s Hungary, a decades-old mystery locked in the story of one enduring
friendship, a tribute to the selfless power of the heart.

11. Her kind of luck / Michelle Balogh (2019) — 6 copies

A violin prodigy. A Guinness-World-Record Holder. A suspected spy. A
grandmother ...

In her mid-twenties, rudderless and unsure, Michelle Balogh moved into
her great-grandmother Shan-Yi's Sydney apartment just after her
passing. Shan-Yi had been part of Michelle’s family since long before
she was born and staying at the glamorous art deco apartment was
meant to help Michelle back on her feet.

NGy Voving in meant far more than building a new life. In the apartment,
BALOGH &8 Michelle found an extraordinary trove of letters, diaries and papers that
told of her great-grandmother’s unique life — one of adventure and
heartache, transatlantic travel, and suspected espionage.

Born in China, Shan-Yi moved to America with her family aged four but ran away to Hong
Kong at sixteen. So began her extraordinary globe-trotting twenties before she settled in
Sydney with her German husband Karl at the start of World War Il. The glamorous couple
was immediately under suspicion from local Sydneysiders, but it wasn’t until Karl was
interned that Shan-Yi found out who he really was.

12. Westwind / lan Rankin (1990) — 7 copies

LU e  |n Europe, the Americans are pulling out their troops in a tide of
isolationism. Britain, torn between loyalties to America and the continent,
is caught in the middle. Across the pond, a space shuttle crashes on
landing, killing all but one of the crew on board: A British citizen named
Mike Dreyfuss, who will become vilified by the US press and protesters.

Halfway across the world, at English ground control headquarters, Martin
Hepton watches with dismay as they lose contact with the most
advanced satellite in Europe. When a colleague who suspects something
strange disappears, Hepton realizes there is much more at stake than
anyone knows -- and many more people on his trail than he can possibly




13. House of Kwa / Mimi Kwa (2021) — 10 copies
The dragon circles and swoops ... a tiger running alone in the night ...

Mimi Kwa ignored the letter for days. When she finally opened it, the
news was so shocking her hair turned grey. Why would a father sue his
own daughter?

The collision was over the estate of Mimi's beloved Aunt Theresa, but its
seed had been sown long ago. In an attempt to understand how it had
come to this, Mimi unspools her rich family history in House of Kwa.

One of a wealthy silk merchant's 32 children, Mimi's father, Francis, was
just a little boy when the Kwa family became caught up in the brutal and
devastating Japanese occupation of Hong Kong during World War Il. Years later, he was
sent to study in Australia by his now independent and successful older sister Theresa. There
he met and married Mimi's mother, a nineteen-year-old with an undiagnosed, chronic mental
illness. Soon after, 'tiger' Mimi arrived, and her struggle with the past - and the dragon -
began ...

14. Again, Rachel / Marian Keyes (2022) — 10 copies

In her twenties, Rachel Walsh was a mess. Since her spell in rehab,
though, she's come a long way on the road to recovery - and now, she's
ready to go back to where it all began. But this time, the student has
become the teacher. She used to hate the staff in charge of treating her
addiction. Now, she's one of them.

Rachel's finally got herself on track - but life never stops being messy.
And when an old flame resurfaces, will she go back to who she once
was? Or at fifty, can she find herself all over again?

marian keyes

A\

15. The improbable life of Ricky Bird / Diane Connell (2022) 10 copies

Ricky Bird loves making up stories for her brother Ollie almost as much
as she loves him. The imaginary worlds she creates are wild and
whimsical places full of unlimited possibilities.

Real life is another story. Ricky’s father has abandoned them, and the
family has moved to a bleak new neighbourhood. Worse still, her
mother’s new boyfriend, Dan, has come with the furniture.

e |MPROBABLE
LIFEor g4
CKY BIRD ¢ . L , .

Rﬂ@[\\b{ﬁ[@ > But Ricky Bird is a force to be reckoned with. As the mastermind of so
many outlandish adventures, her imagination is her best weapon. As her

father used to say, if you can spin a good yarn you can get on in life.

The trouble is that in the best stories characters sometimes take on a life of their own and no
one, not even Ricky, is able to imagine the consequences.



16. Bedtime story / Chloe Hooper (2022) 10 copies

From the best-selling author of The Tall Man and The Arsonist, a
personal tale about death, life, and the enchantment of stories.

Let me tell you a story...

When Chloe Hooper’s partner is diagnosed with a rare and aggressive
illness, she has to find a way to tell their two young sons. By instinct, she
turns to the bookshelf. Can the news be broken as a bedtime tale? Is
there a perfect book to prepare children for loss? Hooper embarks on a
quest to find what practical lessons children’s literature—uwith its innocent
orphans and evil adults, magic, monsters, and anthropomorphic
animals—can teach about grief and resilience in real life.

As she discovers, ‘the right words are an incantation, a spell of hope for the future.” From the
Brothers Grimm to Frances Hodgson Burnett and Tolkien and Dahl—all of whom suffered
childhood bereavements—she follows the breadcrumbs of the world’s favourite authors,
searching for the deep wisdom in their books and lives.

17. Where the crawdads sing / Delia Owens (2018) — 8 copies, with notes

wwew s e s FOr years, rumours of the “Marsh Girl” haunted Barkley Cove, a quiet
fishing village. Kya Clark is barefoot and wild, unfit for polite society. So,
in late 1969, when the popular Chase Andrews is found dead, locals

= immediately suspect her.

But Kya is not what they say. A born naturalist with just one day of
school, she takes life's lessons from the land, learning the real ways of
the world from the dishonest signals of fireflies. But while she has the
skills to live in solitude forever, the time comes when she yearns to be
touched and loved. Drawn to two young men from town, who are each
intrigued by her wild beauty, Kya opens herself to a new and startling
world—until the unthinkable happens.

18. Rocks in the belly / Jon Bauer (2010) — 10 copies

B

How far can you push a child?

Rocks in the Belly is about a precocious eight-year-old boy and the
volatile adult he becomes. During childhood his mother fosters boys,
despite the jealous turmoil it arouses in her son. Jealousy that reaches
unmanageable proportions when she fosters Robert, an amiable child
: she can'’t help bonding with. Until the bond triggers an event that

in the profoundly changes everyone. Especially Robert.

B elly At twenty-eight the son returns to face his mother. He hasn’t forgiven her
JON BAUER for what happened to Robert. But now she’s the dependent one and he
the dominant force — a power he can’t help but abuse.



19. Into the woods: the battle for Tasmania’s forests / Anna Krien (2010) — 7 copies

For many years, the Tasmanian wilderness has been the site of a fierce
INTO struggle. At stake is the future of old-growth forests. Loggers and police
TH face off with protesters deep in the forest, while savage political games

WOODS are played in the courts and parliaments.

TANTTN PR FANMARIA'S FETRENTS

In Into the Woods, Anna Krien, armed with a notebook, a sleeping bag
and a rusty sedan, ventures behind the battlelines to see what it is like to
risk everything for a cause. She speaks to ferals and premiers,

_ sawmillers and whistle-blowers. She investigates personalities and
Anna Krien convictions, methods, and motives.

20. Into my arms / Kylie Ladd (2013) — 11 copies with notes

When Skye meets Ben, their attraction is instantaneous and intense.
Neither of them has ever felt more in synch - or in love - with anyone in
their lives. What happens next will tear them both apart.

The kiss ignited something, blew it into being, and afterwards, all Skye
could think about was Ben. One day a woman meets a man and falls
instantly and irrevocably in love with him. It hits her like a thunderbolt,
and she has to have him, has to be with him, regardless of the cost, of
the pain of breaking up her existing relationship. She has never felt more
in synch-or in love-with anyone in her whole life. So, this is how it feels,
she thinks to herself, this is what real love feels like.

It's like that for him too; he wants her in a way he's never wanted anything or anyone before:
obsessively, passionately, all-consumingly.

She has found her one true love, her soulmate, and he has found his. What happens next
will tear them apart and unleash havoc onto their worlds.

21. In my skin: a memoir / Kate Holden (2007) — 11 copies

The frank, harrowing, and true story of one young woman's descent into
heroin addiction and prostitution and the long, arduous struggle to
redeem her life that made her stronger.

IN MY SKIN

A shy, bookish college graduate from a solid middle-class home, Kate
Holden was uncertain of her way in life. When she decided to try her first
hit of heroin as a one-time adventure with friends, she did not anticipate
that the drug would take over. She lost her job and apartment and stole
from her family. Desperation drove her first to offer her body on the
KBte lioidan streets and then in high-class brothels, where she discovered hidden
strengths as well as parts of herself that frightened her. With the
acceptance and unyielding love of a family that never abandoned her, Kate Holden
ultimately defeated the drug and left her netherworld behind.



22. Vinegar Hill / A. Manette Ansay (2006) — 10 copies with notes

WESEESISEES |1y g stark, troubling, yet ultimately triumphant celebration of self-
determination, award-winning author A. Manette Ansay re-creates a
stifling world of guilt and pain, and the tormented souls who inhabit it.

It is 1972 when circumstance carries Ellen Grier and her family back to
Holly's Field, Wisconsin. Dutifully accompanying her newly unemployed
husband, Ellen has brought her two children into the home of her in-laws
on Vinegar Hill -- a loveless house suffused with the settling dust of
bitterness and routine -- where calculated cruelty is a way of life
preserved and perpetuated in the service of a rigid, exacting, and angry
God. Behind a facade of false piety, there are sins and secrets in this
place that could crush a vibrant young woman's passionate spirit. And here Ellen must find
the strength to endure, change, and grow in the all-pervading darkness that threatens to
destroy everything she is and everyone she loves.

23. Lost in transmission / Jonathan Harley (2005) — 10 copies

Jonathan Harley knew that becoming the ABC's man in South Asia at the
4 age of only twenty-eight was a dream job. But he'd just fallen in love and
wasn't so sure he really wanted it. It took a weekend of soul searching to
realise that this would be the experience of a lifetime.

From covering India's endearingly over-the-top response to the death of
cricketing legend Don Bradman to being the only Australian journalist in
Afghanistan on September 11 2001, Lost in Transmission is Harley's
exciting, often moving, funny and disarmingly honest account of the three
years he spent, lurching from one hair-raising misadventure to the next,
reporting from one of the most exotic and, as events unfurled, alarming
corners of the planet.

24. Every move you make / David Malouf (2007) — 6 copies

Contains stories about bookish boys and taciturn men, strong women
and wayward sons, fathers and daughters, lovers and husbands, a
composer and his muse, a builder-architect, and his legacy.

This collection is set in the vast Australian continent from the mysterious,
glittering Valley of Lagoons to bohemian Balmain and the Centre at
David Uluru.

Malouf

Every Move
You Make




25. The signal line / Brendan Colley (2022) — 10 copies

Brothers Geo and Wes are testing their relationship now that their
parents have passed away. Geo and Wes rarely agree on anything,
especially not the sale of the Hobart family home. Geo needs the money
to finance his musical career in Italy. For Wes the house represents the
memory of their father, and what it means to live an honest, working life.

But then a ghost train appears in Hobart, often on the tram tracks that
once existed, along with the Swedish man who has been pursuing it for
40 years.

Everyone it seems is chasing their dreams. Or are they running from the
truth?

26. Dirt town / Hayley Scrivenor (2022) — 10 copies with notes

HAYLEY On a sweltering Friday afternoon in Durton, best friends Ronnie and
SCRIVENOR Esther leave school together. Esther never makes it home.

Ronnie's going to find her, she has a plan. Lewis will help. Their friend
can't be gone, Ronnie won't believe it.

Detective Sergeant Sarah Michaels can believe it. She has seen what
people are capable of. She knows more than anyone how, in a moment
of weakness, a person can be driven to do something they never thought
possible.

Lewis can believe it too. But he can't reveal what he saw that afternoon
at the creek without exposing his own secret.

Five days later, Esther's buried body is discovered.

27. The way from here/ Jane Cockram (2022) — 10 copies

A cache of letters from beyond the grave leads a bereaved sister on a
journey from Australia to an idyllic French coastal town - and back in time
to a golden summer where it all went wrong. An addictive, atmospheric
and evocative mystery that examines how we become who we are and
whether we can truly know those we love.

Growing up, the Anderson sisters were close, even though they were
different. Susie, the wild one, wanted an adventurous life while Mills
followed a safer path.

Jane Cockram

When Susie dies suddenly from a fall when hanging a string of lights for
her fortieth birthday party, Mills is grief-stricken, even though they had drifted apart. Then
Mills receives a bundle of mysterious letters from her sister to be read in the case of her
death. Each letter instructs her to visit a place special to Susie, both to spread her ashes but
also to uncover some truths Susie has long kept hidden from her family. Truths that seem to
date back to one golden summer in an idyllic French coastal town, where a dark and
shocking event was the beginning of an unravelling thread. A thread that leads both to Mills'
present and her mother Margaret's past.



28. The candy house / Jennifer Egan (2022) — 10 copies, with discussion notes

The Candy House opens with the staggeringly brilliant Bix Bouton,
whose company, Mandala, is so successful that he is “one of those tech
demi-gods with whom we’re all on a first name basis.” Bix is 40, with four
kids, restless, desperate for a new idea, when he stumbles into a
conversation group, one of whom is experimenting with downloading or
e externalizing” memory. It's 2010. Within a decade, Bix’s new technology,
. “Own Your Unconscious”—that allows you access to every memory

Wb 4w You've ever had, and to share every memory in exchange for access to
the memories of others—has seduced multitudes. But not everyone.

29. The lost apothecary / Sarah Penner (2022) — 10 copies, with notes

One cold February evening in 1791, at the back of a dark London alley in
a hidden apothecary shop, Nella awaits her newest customer. Once a
respected healer, Nella now uses her knowledge for a darker purpose -
A i selling well-disguised poisons to desperate women who would kill to be
N3 AE free of the men in their lives. But when her new patron turns out to be a
“APOTHECARY UGS twelve-year-old named Eliza Fanning, an unexpected
3 # friendship sets in motion a string of events that jeopardizes Nella’s world
® and threatens to expose the many women whose names are written in
her register.

In present-day London, aspiring historian Caroline Parcewell spends her
tenth wedding anniversary alone, reeling from the discovery of her husband’s infidelity.
When she finds an old apothecary vial near the river Thames, she can’t resist investigating,
only to realize she’s found a link to the unsolved “apothecary murders” that haunted London
over two centuries ago. As she deepens her search, Caroline’s life collides with Nella’s and
Eliza’s in a stunning twist of fate - and not everyone will survive.

30. Till death, or a little light maiming, do us part / Kathy Lette (2022) — 10 copies
55 >| When Jason Riley goes missing, feared killed by a shark, his family —
Kathy y goes missing v v

make that families — have many questions.
*“ fele . . o
Hearing a news report that a man on his morning swim has been taken
T'Ll, DEAT by a Great White, teacher Gwen races to the beach, and finds all that

e remains of Jason Riley, her husband, is his swimming cap and a piece of
torn, blood-stained wetsuit.

. Her shock and heartbreak are soon interrupted by a woman screeching

to a halt on a motorbike. Tish screams for information, convinced it's her
husband who'’s been taken by the man-eater. Gwen reassures her that
Jason Riley is the man who’s perished. ‘I know! Jason Riley’s my
husband!' Tish sobs.

Needless to say, their grief is somewhat blighted by the realisation they've both been
married to a bigamist. And their mutual animosity is not assuaged when they learn that
Jason recently sent all his — make that their — money to a mysterious ‘business partner’ in
Egypt, Skye.

10



31. Wild place / Christian White (2021) — 10 copies

In the summer of 1989, a local teen goes missing from the idyllic suburb
of Camp Hill in Australia. As rumours of Satanic rituals swirl,
schoolteacher Tom Witter becomes convinced he holds the key to the
disappearance. When the police won't listen, he takes matters into his
own hands with the help of the missing girl's father and a local
neighbourhood watch group.

WILD

PLACE

But as dark secrets are revealed and consequences to past actions are

N = :

: faced, Tom learns that the only way out of the darkness is to walk deeper
B L LRAE  into it. Wild Place peels back the layers of suburbia, exposing what s
e hidden underneath guilt, desperation, violence and attempts to answer
the question: Why do good people do bad things? From the international bestseller Christian
White, Wild Place is a white-knuckle descent into a street near you.

32. Young Mungo / Douglas Stuart (2022) — 10 copies

Growing up in a housing estate in Glasgow, Mungo and James are born
under different stars--Mungo a Protestant and James a Catholic--and
they should be sworn enemies if they're to be seen as men at all. Yet
against all odds, they become best friends as they find a sanctuary in the
pigeon dovecote that James has built for his prize racing birds. As they
fall in love, they dream of finding somewhere they belong, while Mungo
works hard to hide his true self from all those around him.

And when several months later Mungo's mother sends him on a fishing
trip to a loch in Western Scotland with two strange men whose drunken
banter belies murky pasts, he will need to summon all his inner strength
and courage to try to get back to a place of safety, a place where he and James might still
have a future.

33. Love and other puzzles / Kimberley Allsopp (2022) — 10 copies

| Rory's life is perfectly predictable, ordered and on track — just the way
I m'é she likes it. She's doing everything right. So why does everything feel so

and wrong?

()l!‘»“f, 1 Deep down, she knows her life and career are going nowhere, and so
Rory, in a moment of desperation, takes an uncharacteristic step: letting
the clues of The New York Times crossword puzzle dictate all her
decisions for a week. Just for a week, she reasons. Just to shake things
up a bit. What could possibly go wrong?

11



34. The shut ins / Katherine Brabon (2021) — 9 copies

the‘
‘shut
ins \
L -4

KATHERINE
BRABON

Mai and Hikaru went to school together in the city of Nagoya, until Hikaru
disappeared when they were eighteen.

It is not until ten years later, when Mai runs into Hikaru's mother, Hiromi
Sato, that she learns Hikaru has become a hikikomori, a recluse unable
to leave his bedroom for years. In secret, Hiromi Sato hires Mai as a
'rental sister', to write letters to Hikaru and encourage him to leave his
room.

Mai has recently married J, a devoted salaryman with conservative ideas

about the kind of wife Mai will be. The renewed contact with her old school friend Hikaru stirs
Mai's feelings of invisibility within her marriage. She is frustrated with her life and knows she
will never fulfill J's obsession with the perfect wife and mother.

35. The Understudy / Julie Bennett (2022) — 10 copies

[ he
Understudy

§ 4
ey

Immersed in the underbelly of the theatre world in the gritty streets of
Sydney in 1973, this addictive debut will have you wondering just how
dangerous ambition — and love — can be.

It's opening night. The stage is set, the houselights have dimmed, and
the handsome male lead is waiting. This is your time. Your chance to
prove you are so much more than the understudy. You have worked so
hard and would have done almost anything to get here. But not what they
are accusing you of — never that. It's simply bad luck that Australia’s
darling of opera has gone missing, throwing the spotlight on you just as
the whole world is watching history in the making.

36. Sunbathing: a novel / Isobel Beech (2022) — 10 copies

Summertime in Italy, fresh vegetables from the garden, taking turns
washing dishes, reading to each other, learning about cherry worms.
Strange how badly I could punish myself for abandoning you once, then
go and do it again.

After weeks of grieving, a woman books a plane ticket bound for an old
villa in the mountains of Abruzzo. Invited to stay with her friends Giulia
and Fab - in the weeks before they marry in a village orchard - she lives
for a summer in the house's Birthing Room, where generations of women
once had their babies.

12



37. Dancing with the enemy / Diane Armstrong (2022) — 10 copies

June 1940. ‘It was a perfect June evening that began with hope and
ended in despair.' So begins the journal of Hugh Jackson, a Jersey
doctor, whose idyllic world is shattered when Britain abandons the
Channel Islands which are invaded by the Germans. Forced to choose
between conflicting loyalties, he sends his pregnant wife to England,
believing their separation will be brief. It's a fateful decision that will affect
every aspect of his life.

May 1942. Young Tom Gaskell fumes whenever he sees the hated
swastika flying from Fort Regent. Humiliated by Jersey's surrender and
ashamed of his mother's fraternisation with the occupiers, Tom forms an
audacious plan, not suspecting that it will result in guilt and tragedy.

April 2019. Sydney doctor Xanthe Maxwell, traumatised by the suicide of her colleague and
burnt out by the relentless pressure of her hospital work, travels to St Helier so she can
figure out what to do with her life. But when she finds Hugh Jackson's World War Il journal,
she is plunged into a violent world of oppression and collusion, but also of passion and
resistance.

38. Black cake / Charmaine Wilkerson (2022) — 10 copies

In present-day California, Eleanor Bennett's death leaves behind a
3 } puzzling inheritance for her two children, Byron, and Benny: a traditional
bl& K Caribbean black cake, made from a family recipe with a long history, and
< c a voice recording. In her message, Eleanor shares a tumultuous story
cq.ke about a headstrong young swimmer who escapes her island home under
Lo8 suspicion of murder. The heartbreaking tale Eleanor unfolds, the secrets

she still holds back, and the mystery of a long-lost child, challenge
everything the siblings thought they knew about their lineage, and

themselves.

Can Byron and Benny reclaim their once-close relationship, piece together Eleanor's true
history, and fulfill her final request to "share the black cake when the time is right"? Will their
mother's revelations bring them back together or leave them feeling more lost than ever?

39. A solitary walk on the moon / Hilde Hinton (2022) — 10 copies

For Evelyn, mornings pass as mornings always do. She ticks off the jobs
at the laundromat and gives welcoming smiles to those who come in. If
they've earned one.

A SOLITARY
WALK ON

Evelyn knows what is going on in her community because she pays
attention. She sees the weariness of the frazzled shop owners, the
woman with the nasty boyfriend, the nice man with the curly-topped dog,
the car parking war, and the forgetful man. The community might not
notice Evelyn, because it is easy to overlook the seemingly ordinary. But
Evelyn is far from ordinary. She isn't afraid to put things right and is
always ready to find lost property or lost people - even if that means

breaking the rules.

For a boy with a struggling mum, and a lonely man with a smile in his eyes, Evelyn is going
to make a difference, whether they like it or not. She will teach them that you don't have to
be blood to be family. And they will remind her of what comes from loving someone. It is up
to Evelyn if she can pay the price.
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40. Wahala / Nikki May (2022) — 10 copies

(AHALA

Ronke wants happily ever after and 2.2. kids. She’s dating Kayode and
wants him to be “the one” (perfect, like her dead father). Her friends think
he’s just another in a long line of dodgy Nigerian boyfriends.

Boo has everything Ronke wants—a kind husband, gorgeous child. But
she’s frustrated, unfulfilled, plagued by guilt, and desperate to remember
LXaen who she used to be.

’ <
(KKI MAY

baby. She’s not.

Simi is the golden one with the perfect lifestyle. No one knows she’s
crippled by impostor syndrome and tempted to pack it all in each time her
boss mentions her “urban vibe.” Her husband thinks they’re trying for a

When the high-flying, charismatic Isobel explodes into the group, it seems at first, she’s
bringing out the best in each woman. (She gets Simi an interview in Hong Kong! Goes
jogging with Boo!) But the more Isobel intervenes, the more chaos she sows, and Ronke,
Simi, and Boo’s close friendship begins to crack.

41. The secret wife / Mark Lamprell (2022) — 10 copies

In 1961, on the day that Yuri Gagarin becomes the first human to rocket
into outer space, Edith Devine moves into her brand-new suburban
home—and meets her new neighbour, Frankie Heyman. Frankie is a
glamorous, sophisticated foil to the quiet, clever Edith, and the two
housewives become firm friends.

Then, when Frankie’s domineering husband Ralph refuses to let her get
a job, Edith hatches a plan to keep her friend’s household running while
Frankie secretly goes out to work—and so Edith becomes Frankie’s

-—g— secret wife. As Frankie builds a business empire, Edith runs both their

homes: dusting, cleaning, and cooking her way through the sexual
revolution, the summer of love and the second wave of feminism. Throughout the 1960s, the
world’s great events seem to be mirrored in the lives of two women—until the day in 1969
when the first humans step out onto the surface of the moon, and Frankie and Edith face a
calamitous reckoning.

42. Where the light gets in / Zoe Coyle (2022) — 10 copies

.

Delphi Hoffman, a wild child living in London, is finally getting her life
together with a new love affair and the offer of a coveted job — until she
receives the phone call she hoped would never arrive. Her mother
Vivien’s terminal illness has reached its tipping point and she summons
Delphi to Australia to help her to euthanise. Unable to deny her mother’s
suffering, or her promise to her of a good death, Delphi reluctantly
returns to her mother for the last time.
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43. The arsonist: amind on fire / Chloe Hooper (2018) — 10 copies with notes

On the scorching February day in 2009 that became known as Black
Saturday, a man lit two fires in Victoria’s Latrobe Valley, then sat on the
roof of his house to watch the inferno. In the Valley, where the rates of
crime were the highest in the state, more than thirty people were known
to police as firebugs. But the detectives soon found themselves on the
trail of a man they didn’t know.

Chlos The Arsonist takes _read_ers on the hunt for this mgn,_and_inside the

; strange puzzle of his mind. It is also the story of fire in this country, and
of a community that owed its existence to that very element. The
command of fire has defined and sustained us as a species —
understanding its abuse will define our future.

looper

44, Little fires everywhere / Celeste Ng (2017) — 10 copies with notes

SR Everyone in Shaker Heights was talking about it that summer: how
Littidumt Isabelle, the last of the Richardson children, had finally gone around the
"2 bend and burned the house down.

Fires
In Shaker Heights, a placid, progressive suburb of Cleveland, everything

Ev‘grywhere is meticulously planned - from the layout of the winding roads to the
7.3 colours of the houses, to the successful lives its residents will go on to
lead. And no one embodies this spirit more than Elena Richardson,
Celeste Ng RIS guiding principle is playing by the rules.

o W

Enter Mia Warren - an enigmatic artist and single mother- who arrives in
this idyllic bubble with her teenage daughter Pearl and rents a house from the Richardson’s.
Soon Mia and Pearl become more than just tenants: all four Richardson children are drawn

to the mother-daughter pair. But Mia carries with her a mysterious past, and a disregard for

the rules that threatens to upend this carefully ordered community.

When old family friends attempt to adopt a Chinese American baby, a custody battle erupts
that dramatically divides the town - and puts Mia and Elena on opposing sides. Suspicious of
Mia and her motives, Elena is determined to uncover the secrets in Mia's past. But her
obsession will come at an unexpected and devastating cost . . .

Bellbird River, 1998: Teacher and single mum Alex is newly arrived in
the small NSW country town of Bellbird River after escaping the city in
search of a change of pace and the chance to reconnect with her young
daughter. Across town, well-known matriarch Victoria and her globe-
trotting, opera-singing cousin Gabrielle find themselves at a crossroads
in their personal and professional lives, while local baker Janine and
newcomer to the district Debbie are each secretly dealing with the
consequences of painful pasts. With its dusty streets, lone pub and iron-
lace verandas, Bellbird River could just be a pit stop on the road to
somewhere else. But their town holds some secrets and surprises - and
it has a heart: the Bellbird River choir.
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46. Isaac and the egg / Bobby Palmer (2022) — 10 copies

w & .., Thisis the story of Isaac and the Egg, a grieving young man, and his
a unforgettable new friend, who meet at exactly the right time.
Isaac Isaac stands alone on a bridge and screams.
and the
egg Something screams back.

SOLaE And that, like everything which follows, is unforgettable.

This is a book about a lot of things - grief, hope, friendship, love.

It's also about what you'd do if you stumbled into the woods at dawn,
found something extraordinary there, and decided to take it home.

It's a tale that might seem familiar. But how it speaks to you will depend on how you've lived
until now. Sometimes, to get out of the woods, you have to go into them.

47. The mystery woman (2020) / Belinda Alexandra — 8 copies with notes

She had thought Shipwreck Bay was simply a remote town where people
were bored senseless with their little lives. Now she saw its virtuous
facade hid something darker, more sinister.

Rebecca Wood takes the role as postmistress in a sleepy seaside town,
desperate for anonymity after a scandal in Sydney. But she is confronted
almost at once by a disturbing discovery - her predecessor committed
suicide.

4 To add to her worries, her hopes for a quiet life are soon threatened by
Slaassatetall the attentions of the dashing local doctor, the unsettling presence of a
violent whaling captain and a corrupt shire secretary, as well as the
watchful eyes of the town's gossips. Yet in spite of herself she is drawn to the enigmatic
resident of the house on the clifftop, rumoured to have been a Nazi spy.

48. Stealing Picasso / Anson Cameron (2009) — 10 copies

Harry Broome dreams of being a famous painter. And when a
sophisticated French beauty buys all the paintings at his first exhibition,
he knows he's on his way. But in the art world nothing is as it seems.

Before long, to pay his debts and save his reputation, he is trapped in a
plot to steal Picasso's Weeping Woman from the National Gallery of
Victoria. She is the gallery's greatest acquisition, and when she goes
missing the city's many treasure hunters come out to find her: a corrupt
tycoon who knew Picasso, a gay escort obsessed with Michael Jackson,
a bent barrister, a gang of bikies, a hit man, the gallery director, the
Minister for Police. The Weeping Woman is priceless, and life is cheap.

ANSON CAMERMRN
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49, Fairy Tale / Steven King (2022) —

10 copies with notes

Charlie Reade looks like a regular high school kid, great at baseball and
football, a decent student. But he carries a heavy load. His mom was
killed in a hit-and-run accident when he was ten, and grief drove his dad
to drink. Charlie learned how to take care of himself—and his dad. Then,
when Charlie is seventeen, he meets Howard Bowditch, a recluse with a
big dog in a big house at the top of a big hill. In the backyard is a locked
shed from which strange sounds emerge, as if some creature is trying to
escape.

Because within the shed is a portal to another world—one whose
denizens are in peril and whose monstrous leaders may destroy their

own world, and ours. In this parallel universe, where two moons race across the sky, and the
grand towers of a sprawling palace pierce the clouds, there are exiled princesses and
princes who suffer horrific punishments; there are dungeons; there are games in which men
and women must fight each other to the death for the amusement of the “Fair One.” And
there is a magic sundial that can turn back time.

50. Tomorrow and tomorrow and tomorrow / Gabrielle Zevin (2022) —

10 copies

with discussion notes

51. The one and only Dolly Jamieson / Lisa Ireland (2023) —

LISA IRELAND
THE

ONE
AND

ONLY

DOLLY
JAMIESON

rE 1 UL
OF DOwN
AND LPY

On a bitter-cold day, in the December of his junior year at Harvard, Sam
Masur exits a subway car and sees, amid the hordes of people waiting

on the platform, Sadie Green. He calls her name. For a moment, she
pretends she hasn't heard him, but then, she turns, and a game begins: a
legendary collaboration that will launch them to stardom. These friends,
intimates since childhood, borrow money, beg favours, and, before even
graduating college, they have created their first blockbuster, Ichigo.
Overnight, the world is theirs. Not even twenty-five years old, Sam and
Sadie are brllllant successful and rlch but these qualities Wont protect

10 copies

Dolly Jamieson is not homeless, she's merely between permanent
abodes. The 78-year-old spends her days keeping warm at the local
library, where she enjoys sparring with the officious head librarian and
helping herself to the free morning tea. It's not so bad, really.

But it's certainly a far cry from the 1960s, when this humble girl from
Geelong became an international star of the stage. As the acclaimed
lead in the Broadway production of The Rose of France, all Dolly's
dreams had come true.

So how, in her old age, did she end up here?

When Jane Leveson, a well-to-do newcomer to the library, shows an interest in Dolly, the
pair strike up an unlikely friendship - and soon Jane is offering to help Dolly write her

memoirs.

Yet Dolly can detect a deep sadness in the younger woman's eyes. Perhaps by working
together to recount the glittering highs, devastating lows, and tragic secrets of Dolly's life,
both women can finally face their pasts and start to heal . . .
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52. The dry / Jane Harper (2016) — 10 copies with notes

In the grip of the worst drought in a century, the farming community of
Kiewarra is facing life and death choices daily when three members of a
local family are found brutally slain.

Federal Police investigator Aaron Falk reluctantly returns to his
hometown for the funeral of his childhood friend, loath to face the
townsfolk who turned their backs on him twenty years earlier.

But as questions mount, Falk is forced to probe deeper into the deaths of
the Hadler family. Because Falk and Luke Hadler shared a secret. A
secret Falk thought was long buried. A secret Luke's death now
threatens to bring to the surface in this small Australian town, as old
wounds bleed into new ones.

53. The lost mother / Anne Summers (2009) — 10 copies

The Lost Mother, published by Melbourne University Press, is a gripping
narrative that is part art history, part detective story and part meditation
on the relations between mothers and daughters.

It recounts how after Anne inherited a portrait of her mother as a child,
she decides to search for the lost companion painting, where her mother
was painted as the Madonna.

The Lost ,{Y,}f?,'f?“’ The story is both moving, and hypnotic as Anne embarks on a parallel
guest to rescue the artist, Constance Stokes, from obscurity and to learn
the fate of the mysterious Russian émigré collector who originally bought

Under the influence of their charismatic classics’ professor, a group of
clever, eccentric misfits at an elite New England college discover a way
of thinking and living that is a world away from the humdrum existence of
their contemporaries.

But when they go beyond the boundaries of normal morality they slip
gradually from obsession to corruption and betrayal, and at last—
inexorably—into evil.
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55. The house of grief / Helen Garner (2014) — 9 copies with discussion notes

On the evening of 4 September 2005, Father's Day, Robert Farquharson,
a separated husband, was driving his three sons’ home to their mother,
Cindy, when his car left the road and plunged into a dam. The boys,

aged ten, seven and two, drowned. Was this an act of revenge or a tragic
accident? The court case became Helen Garner's obsession. She
HELEN followed it on its protracted course until the final verdict.

GARNER
THIS HOUSE
OF GRIEF

56. The summer place / Janette Paul (2023) — 10 copies with discussion notes

As three women return to the summer place of their youth for a beach
wedding, each is grappling with the card’s life has dealt them.

Erin, recovering from a near-fatal cycling accident, is the reluctant maid
of honour. Still coming to terms with her devastating injuries, will she find
what she needs to walk down the aisle with all eyes on her?

Years ago, Jenna fell in love with the groom at his family's treasured
holiday spot. Will watching him marry someone else finally allow her to
get over him?

Cassie, living in Barcelona and recently widowed, is desperate to move
on from her grief. The invitation to return to Australia for the wedding will give her a chance
to step away from her life - and come to terms with more than she bargained for.

Emotions run high as each woman faces a crossroad, yet they will find that the place at the
coast offers all of them a chance to learn to heal, love and belong . . .

57. In the blink of an eye / Jo Callaghan (2023) — 10 copies

u;i";iéf.‘.""hff‘;l""-"u“i'h?'éu;, -'= DCS Kat Frank knows all about loss. A widowed single mother, Kat is a

cop who trusts her instincts. Picked to lead a pilot programme that has
her paired with AIDE (Artificially Intelligent Detective Entity) Lock, Kat's
instincts come up against Lock's logic. But when the two missing
person's cold cases they are reviewing suddenly become active, Lock is
the only one who can help Kat when the case gets personal.

Al versus human experience. Logic versus instinct. With lives on the line
can the pair work together before someone else becomes another
statistic?

JO B AGHAN
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58. The Shepherd’s hut / Tim Winton (2018) — 10 copies with discussion notes
Jaxie dreads going home. His mum’s dead. The old man bashes him
without mercy, and he wishes he was an orphan. But no one’s ever told
Jaxie Clackton to be careful what he wishes for.
In one terrible moment his life is stripped to little more than what he can

NT.N carry and how he can keep himself alive. There’s just one person left in
the world who understands him and what he still dares to hope for. But to

reach her he’ll have to cross the vast salt lands on a trek that only a
dreamer or a fugitive would attempt.

THE
SHEPHERD'S
HUT

Readers were captivated by the adventures of the poet Snodgrass, the
lover Tupman, the sportsman Winkle &, above all, by that
quintessentially English Quixote, Mr Pickwick, & his cockney Sancho
Panza, Sam Weller.

From the hallowed turf of Dingley Dell Cricket Club to the unholy fracas
of the Eatanswill election, via the Fleet debtor’s prison, characters &
incidents sprang to life from Dickens’s pen, to form an enduringly popular
work of ebullient humour & literary invention.

60. Wifedom: Mrs Orwell’s invisible life / Anna Funder (2023) — 10 copies

At the end of summer 2017, Anna Funder found herself at a moment of
WIFEDOM peak overload. Family obligations and household responsibilities were
g crushing her soul and taking her away from her writing deadlines. She
needed help, and George Orwell came to her rescue.

‘ "I've always loved Orwell," Funder writes, "his self-deprecating humour,
' his laser vision about how power works, and who it works on." So, after
rereading and savouring books Orwell had written, she devoured six
major biographies tracing his life and work. But then she read about his
forgotten wife, and it was a revelation.

Eileen O’'Shaughnessy married Orwell in 1936. O’'Shaughnessy was a
writer herself, and her literary brilliance not only shaped Orwell’s work, but her practical
common sense saved his life. But why and how, Funder wondered, was she written out of
their story?

20



[.iane

Moriarty

‘®
?*—.

61. Nine perfect strangers / Liane Moriarty (2018) — 7 copies
with discussion notes

Nine people gather at a remote health resort. Some are here to lose
weight, some are here to get a reboot on life, some are here for reasons
they can’t even admit to themselves. Amidst all of the luxury and
pampering, the mindfulness and meditation, they know these ten days
might involve some real work. But none of them could imagine just how
challenging the next ten days are going to be.

Frances Welty, the formerly best-selling romantic novelist, arrives at

Tranquillum House nursing a bad back, a broken heart, and an exquisitely painful paper cut.
She’s immediately intrigued by her fellow guests. Most of them don’t look to be in need of a
health resort at all. But the person that intrigues her most is the strange and charismatic
owner/director of Tranquillum House. Could this person really have the answers Frances
didn’t even know she was seeking? Should Frances put aside her doubts and immerse
herself in everything Tranquillum House has to offer—or should she run while she still can?

I's not long before every guest at Tranquillum House is asking exactly the same question.

62. Aphrodite’s Breath / Susan Johnson (2018) — 10 copies
with discussion notes

A strikingly original, funny, and forensic examination of love and finding
home from the author of From Where | Fell.

In life, as in myth, women are the ones who are supposed to stay home
like Penelope, weaving at their looms, rather than leaving home like
Odysseus.

Meet eighty-five-year-old Barbara and her sixty-two-year-old writer-

daughter Susan, who asked her mother-on a whim-if she wanted to accompany her to live
on the Greek island of Kythera. What follows is a moving unravelling of the mother-daughter
relationship told in irresistible prose.

63. The Feel-Good Hit of the Year / Liam Pieper (2014) — 10 copies

THE

FEFIGOOD

Liam Pieper was raised by his bohemian parents to believe in freedom
and creativity, and that there's nothing wrong with smoking a little
marijuana to make life easier. Nothing if not precocious, he used these
lessons to develop a fledgling drug habit and a thriving business selling
pot from the back of his pushbike.

Liam's adventures as a teen entrepreneur taught him many valuable
skills, like how best to enrage a deranged jujitsu master, and how to
negotiate pocket money with his parents based on how much he was
charging them for an ounce. But from these highs (chemical and
otherwise), Liam's life began to spiral down to some striking lows. After a

family tragedy and then his arrest on several counts of possession and trafficking, Liam had
to pause and ask himself: How the hell did | get here?
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64. St Kilda Blues / Geoffrey McGeachin (2014) — 9 copies

A serial killer's work goes unnoticed until Detective Berlin is on the case
GEOFFREY in this third spine-tingling Charlie Berlin novel.
McGEACHIN

gTKILDA

It's 1967, the summer of love, and in swinging Melbourne Detective
Sergeant Charlie Berlin has been hauled out of exile in the Fraud Squad
) [S @& to investigate the disappearance of a teenage girl, the daughter of a

B “,b L o {1‘,} powerful and politically connected property developer. As Berlin's
NSl  inquiries uncover more missing girls, he gets an uneasy feeling he may

be dealing with the city's first serial Killer.

ﬂ" ; Berlin's investigation leads him through inner-city discothéques, hip
photographic studios, the emerging drug culture and into the seedy back
streets of St Kilda. The investigation also brings up ghosts of Berlin's past as a bomber pilot
and POW in Europe and disturbing memories of the casual murder of a young woman he
witnessed on a snow-covered road in Poland in the war's dying days. As in war, some
victories come at a terrible cost and Berlin will have to face an awful truth and endure an
unimaginable loss before his investigation is over.

65. Cloudstreet / Tim Winton (1991) — 10 copies with notes

Struggling to rebuild their lives after being touched by disaster, the Pickle
family, who've inherited a big house called Cloudstreet in a suburb of
Perth, take in the God-fearing Lambs as tenants. The Lambs have
suffered their own catastrophes, and determined to survive, they open up
a grocery on the ground floor. From 1944 to 1964, the shared
experiences of the two overpopulated clans -- running the gamut from
drunkenness, adultery, and death to resurrection, marriage, and birth --
bond them to each other and to the bustling, haunted house in ways no
one could have anticipated.

66. Tom Lake / Ann Patchett (2023) — 10 copies with notes

In the spring of 2020, Lara’s three daughters return to the family's
orchard in Northern Michigan. While picking cherries, they beg their
mother to tell them the story of Peter Duke, a famous actor with whom
she shared both a stage and a romance years before at a theatre
company called Tom Lake. As Lara recalls the past, her daughters
examine their own lives and relationship with their mother and are forced
to reconsider the world and everything they thought they knew.

Tom Lake

Ann Patchett

Tom Lake is a meditation on youthful love, married love, and the lives
parents have led before their children were born. Both hopeful and

’ elegiac, it explores what it means to be happy even when the world is
falling apart. As in all of her novels, Ann Patchett combines compelling narrative artistry with
piercing insights into family dynamics. The result is a rich and luminous story, told with
profound intelligence and emotional subtlety, that demonstrates once again why she is one
of the most revered and acclaimed literary talents working today.
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67. Demon Copperhead / Barbara Kingsolver (2022) — 10 copies with notes

Set in the mountains of southern Appalachia, this is the story of a boy
born to a teenaged single mother in a single-wide trailer, with no assets
beyond his dead father's good looks and copper-coloured hair, a caustic
wit, and a fierce talent for survival. In a plot that never pauses for breath,
relayed in his own unsparing voice, he braves the modern perils of foster
care, child labour, derelict schools, athletic success, addiction, disastrous
loves, and crushing losses. Through all of it, he reckons with his own
invisibility in a popular culture where even the superheroes have
abandoned rural people in favour of cities.

68. Limberlost / Robbie Arnott (2022) — 10 copies

LIMBERLOST

ROBBIE ARNOTT

In the heat of a long summer Ned hunts rabbits in a river valley, hoping
the pelts will earn him enough money to buy a small boat.

His two brothers are away at war, their whereabouts unknown. His father
and older sister struggle to hold things together on the family orchard,
Limberlost.

Desperate to ignore it all—to avoid the future rushing towards him—Ned
dreams of open water.

As his story unfolds over the following decades, we see how Ned’s
choices that summer come to shape the course of his life, the fate of his

family and the future of the valley, with its seasons of death and rebirth.

69. Lenny Marks Gets Away with Murder / Kerryn Mayne (2023) — 10 copies

'\
GETS AWAY w,n‘

MURDER

KERRYN MAYNE

Lenny Marks is never unprepared.

She spends her days teaching at the local elementary school and her
nights watching reruns of Friends and playing Scrabble against an
imaginary Monica Geller. She owns thirty-six copies of The Hobbit,
arranged by height. Her wardrobe is limited to four colours (previously
counted as three, but the distinction between charcoal and grey was
impossible to ignore).

And Lenny Marks is very, very good at not remembering what happened
the day her mother left her when she was still a child, and her stepfather

went to prison. Until a letter from the parole board arrives in the mail--and when her
desperate attempts to ignore it fail, Lenny starts to unravel. Worse, she starts to remember...
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70. Everything | Never Told You / Celeste Ng (2014)
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Lydia is dead. But they don’t know this yet.

So begins this exquisite novel about a Chinese American family living in
1970s small-town Ohio. Lydia is the favourite child of Marilyn and James
Lee, and her parents are determined that she will fulfill the dreams they
were unable to pursue. But when Lydia’s body is found in the local lake,
the delicate balancing act that has been keeping the Lee family together
is destroyed, tumbling them into chaos.

71. None of this is True / Lisa Jewell (2023)

OF THIS IS

TRUE

R u(s COUtO

LISA
JEWELL

Two women. Two stories. Which one do you trust?

Alix and Josie are two very different women whose lives become
entangled when Josie persuades Alix to make a podcast about her.

Alix finds Josie strange and a bit unsettling. But the story she tells is
compelling, and Alix can’t resist the temptation to keep recording it.

She soon realises that Josie has been hiding some very dark secrets.

But by then it’s too late. Josie has inveigled her way into Alix’s life — and
into her home.

And Alix must ask herself: who is Josie Fair? And what has she done?

72. Weyward / Emilia Hart (2023)

Kate flees London — abandoning everything — for Cumbria and Weyward
Cottage, inherited from her great-aunt. There a secret lurks in the bones
of the house, hidden ever since the witch-hunts of the 17" century.

Violet is more interested in collecting insects and climbing trees than in
becoming a proper young lady. Until a chain of shocking events changes
her life forever.

Altha is on trial for witchcraft, accused of killing a local man. Known for
her uncanny connection with nature and animals, she is a threat that
must be eliminated.

But Weyward women belong to the wild. And they cannot be tamed.

24



73. Yellowface / Rebecca F. Kuang (2023)

RERESSA F. EUAND

This is one hell of a story. It’s not just hers to tell.
Athena Liu is a literary darling and June Hayward is a literally nobody.

When Athena dies in a freak accident, June steals her unpublished
manuscript and publishes is as her own under the ambiguous name
Juniper Song.

But as evidence threatens June’s stolen success, she discovers exactly
how far she will go to keep what she thinks she deserves...

74. Hard by a Great Forest / Leo Vardiashvili (2024)

Saba is just a child when he flees his home in Georgia with his older
brother, Sandro, and father, Irakli, for asylum in the UK after Russia's
occupation of South Ossetia. Two decades later, all three men are
struggling to make peace with the past, haunted by the places and
people they left behind.

When Irakli decides to return to Georgia, pulled back by memories of a
lost wife and a decaying but still beautiful homeland, Saba and Sandro
wait eagerly for news.

75. Joy Moody Is Out of Time / Kerryn Mayne (2024)

KERRYN MAYNE
5]
| 1]

J10Y

MOODY
IS OUT
OF TI‘ME ,

On her twin daughters’ twenty-first birthday, Joy Moody — proprietor of
Bonbeach's premier laundromat — is found dead. Yet that is not the
strangest thing happening behind the bright pink facade of Joyful Suds.

For much of their lives, Joy has been telling Cassie and Andie one big,
fat lie: that they are from the future, and that when they turn twenty-one
they will travel back to the year 2050.

What started as a colourful tale to explain how the girls came to live with
her has now become a decade-long deception. Worse still, Joy has
started to believe it herself. The lie is certainly preferable to the truth she
can’t face — about what happened to the girls’ real mother, and how far

Joy's gone to keep them 'safe’. . .

25



76. Exiles / Jane Harper (2022)
Aaron Falk returns...

Exiles, the third and final book in the Aaron Falk series, follows on from
Jane's international bestsellers The Dry and Force of Nature.

At a busy festival site on a warm spring night, a baby lies alone in her
pram, her mother vanishing into the crowds.

A year on, Kim Gillespie's absence casts a long shadow as her friends
and loved ones gather deep in the heart of South Australian wine country
to welcome a new addition to the family. Joining the celebrations is
federal investigator Aaron Falk. But as he soaks up life in the lush valley,
he begins to suspect this tight-knit group may be more fractured than it seems.

Between Falk's closest friend, a missing mother and a woman he's drawn to, dark questions
linger as long-ago truths begin to emerge.

77. The Unmaking of June Farrow / Adrienne Young (2023)

e TE & A woman risks everything to end her family’s centuries-old curse, solve
UNMAKING her mother’s dis_appearance,_and find love in this mesmeriz@ng novel from
UNE the New York Times bestselling author of Spells for Forgetting.
% OF
FA{U@W In the small mountain town of Jasper, North Carolina, June Farrow is
P waiting for fate to find her. The Farrow women are known for their thriving
PR flower farm—and the mysterious curse that has plagued their family line.
JAADNINNINIS The whole town remembers the madness that led to Susanna Farrow’s

YCNNG‘ " disappearance, leaving June to be raised by her grandmother and
[ B haunted by rumours.

78. Magpie Murders / Anthony Horowitz (2016)

T Alan Conway is a bestselling crime writer. His editor, Susan Ryeland, has
worked with him for years, and she's intimately familiar with his detective,
ANTHONY Atticus Plind, who solves mysteries disturbing sleepy English villages.
HOROW!T\Z Alan's traditional formula pays homage to queens of classic British crime
P such as Agatha Christie and Dorothy Sayers. It's proved hugely
T 57 successful. So successful that Susan must continue to put up with his
MAG PIE troubling behaviour if she wants to keep her job.
(VISR &M \When Susan receives Alan's latest manuscript, in which Atticus Piind
s St investigates a murder at Pye Hall, an English manor house, she has no

TH iy el Cnmpaing = b teba

reason to think it will be any different from the others. There will be dead
bodies, a cast of intriguing suspects, and plenty of red herrings and
clues. But the more Susan reads, the more she realizes that there's another story hidden in
the pages of the manuscript—one of ambition, jealousy, and greed—and that soon it will
lead to murder.

o Mrart rime ameed of b ye”
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79. The Outback Court Reporter / Jamelle Wells (2024)
S One of Australia's most experienced court reporters goes on a judicial

¢ road trip. From the case of the stolen cat flap, to missing lollipops and
exploding chocolate milk in a country supermarket, to a custody dispute
= over a camel - Jamelle has seen the lighter and quirky side of outback

courts but has also witnessed the harsh, dark, and petty side of outback
life - including the high rates of Indigenous incarceration, alcohol-related
and domestic violence.

After spending almost 20 years in city courtrooms reporting for the ABC
l\l l’()ll l 1 I\ on some of the country's highest profile cases, in Outback Court
Reporter, Jamelle Wells takes you into our country courtrooms, from the
grand sandstone edifices of Cobar and Grafton to the repurposed community halls and
police stations in outback Queensland the Northern Territory - introducing you to the court
staff - the solicitors, prosecutors, magistrates, witnesses and the accused, in cases that
shock, captivate and divide communities.

80. The History of Bees / Maja Lunde (2017)

England, 1851. William is a biologist and seed merchant, who sets out to
build a new type of beehive—one that will give both him and his children
honour and fame.

» A United States, 2007. George is a beekeeper and fights an uphill battle

b e . . . . .
! against modern farming but hopes that his son can be their salvation.

MAJA LUNDE

China, 2098. Tao hand paints pollen onto the fruit trees now that the
bees have long since disappeared. When Tao’s young son is taken away
by the authorities after a tragic accident—and is kept in the dark about
his whereabouts and condition—she sets out on a gruelling journey to
find out what happened to him.

81. Bruny / Heather Rose (2019)

A right-wing US president has withdrawn America from the Middle East
and the UN. Daesh has a thoroughfare to the sea and China is Australia's
newest ally.

When a bomb goes off in remote Tasmania, Astrid Coleman agrees to
return home to help her brother before an upcoming election. But this is
no simple task. Her brother and sister are on either side of politics, the
community is full of conspiracy theories, and her father is quoting
Shakespeare. Only on Bruny does the world seem sane.

Until Astrid discovers how far the government is willing to go.
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82. The Story Thief / Kyra Geddes (2024)

o

et family's ory made Henry Lawson famous.
. ot

Her family's story made Henry Lawson famous. But was it his story to
| tell?

Fact and fiction meld into one in this stirring family saga set against
shifting landscapes and pivotal moments in Australian history.

Lillian was born in 1892, the same year Henry Lawson wrote 'The
Drover's Wife' and cemented his place in Australia's literary canon. When
Lillian reads the short story as a teenager, she is convinced that it is
based upon her own family and becomes determined to prove it. But as
the years pass, the truth becomes more problematic, and Lillian must

[SOLERNSEE decide what is more important: holding onto the past or embracing the
future.

83. The Coast Road / Alan Murrin (2024)

A poignant and heartbreaking debut novel set in the 1990s in a
| claustrophobic coast town.

- With divorce not yet legal in Ireland, how will two women trapped in very
different marriages find their way?

Set in 1994 , The Coast Road tells the story of two women—Izzy
Keaveney, a housewife, and Colette Crowley, a poet. Colette has left her
husband and sons for a married man in Dublin.

When she returns to her home in County Donegal to try to pick up the
== pieces of her old life, her husband, Shaun, a successful businessman,
denles her access to her children.

The only way she can see them is with the help of neighbor Izzy, acting as a go-between.
Izzy also feels caught in a troubled marriage. Their friendship that develops between them
will ultimately lead to tragedy for one, and freedom for the other.

84. The Librarians of Rue de Picardie / Janet Skeslien Charles (2024)

TSN Based on the true story of Jessie Carson, the American librarian who
changed the literary landscape of France.

1918: As the Great War rages, Jessie Carson takes a leave of absence
from the New York Public Library to work for the American Committee for
Devastated France, a group of women determined to rebuild devastated
French communities just miles from the front.

1987: When NYPL librarian and aspiring writer Wendy Peterson stumbles
across a passing reference to Jessie Carson in the archives, she
becomes consumed with learning her fate. In her obsession, she discovers that she and the
elusive librarian have more in common than their work at New York's famed library, but she
has no idea their paths will converge in surprising ways across time.

JANET SKESLIEN CHARLES
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85. The Alice Network / Kate Quinn (2017)

" 1947. In the chaotic aftermath of World War Il, American college girl

' Charlie St. Clair is pregnant, unmarried, and on the verge of being thrown
out of her very proper family. She's also nursing a desperate hope that
her beloved cousin Rose, who disappeared in Nazi-occupied France
during the war, might still be alive.

THE ALICE
NETWORK

T RATE QUINN

1915. A year into the Great War, Eve Gardiner burns to join the fight

against the Germans and unexpectedly gets her chance when she's
recruited to work as a spy. Sent into enemy-occupied France, she's
trained by the mesmerizing Lili, code name Alice, the "queen of spies", who manages a vast
network of secret agents right under the enemy's nose.

86. Gemini Falls / Sean Wilson (2022)

Melbourne, 1930, as the Great Depression is taking hold: Thirteen-year-

GEMINI old Morris Turner, a little anxious by nature, feels more at home gazing at

the stars than spending time with his detached father Jude, a detective,

FALLS and older sister, Lottie. When a young woman is murdered in Jude’s

MERRWIEIE home town of Gemini, he is assigned to solve the case. With fear and

polio rising in the city, Jude reluctantly takes Morris and Lottie to the

small town he left long ago.

At the family farm in Gemini, Morris meets relations who are strangers —
an aunt, an uncle, and a cousin obsessed with detective novels — and is
drawn into a community reeling from a murder and a financial crash.
Without a clear suspect for the killing, suspicions have turned to the downtrodden, huddled
in camps outside the town. But Morris is sure there is more to this case. With the help of new
friends, he turns his attention instead to the people around him, confronting his fears and
searching for a killer in a town full of mysteries — a search that will bring secrets old and new
to the surface, and leave someone else fighting for their life.

87. Return to Valetto / Dominic Smith (2023)

‘ On a hilltop in Umbria sits Valetto. Once a thriving village-and a hub of
DO-I:l‘ l}:l*lC ' resista_mce and refuge during World_ War II—cent_uries of earthquakes,
SMITH | landslides and the lure of a better life have left it neglected. Only ten
residents remain, including the widows Serafino - three eccentric sisters
RETU RN and their steely centenarian mother - who live quietly in their medieval
- villa. Then their nephew and grandson, Hugh, a historian, returns. But
someone else has arrived before him, laying claim to the cottage where
Hugh spent his childhood summers. The unwelcome guest is the
captivating and no-nonsense Elisa Tomassi, who asserts that the family
patriarch, Aldo Serafino, a resistance fighter whom her own family
harboured, gave the cottage to them in gratitude. Like so many threads
of history, this revelation unravels a secret - a betrayal, a disappearance, and an
unspeakable act of violence - that has impacted Valetto across generations.
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88. The Titanic Survivors Book Club / Timothy Schaffert (2024)

For weeks after the sinking of the Titanic, Yorick spots his own name
4 IC among the list of those lost at sea. As an apprentice librarian for the
”]’AN White Star Line, his job was to curate the ship’s second-class library. The
STVORS Titanic was not Yorick’s first brush with death, but as with every near-
PR [uB miss he manages to escape into the world of books. After he learns of
BOOK = the ship’s sinking, he takes this twist of fate as a sign to follow his lifelong
jﬂ;\ ;',Q dream of owning a bookshop in Paris. It's at his shop that he receives an
invitation to a secret society of survivors where he encounters other
- ticket-holders who didn’t board the ship. Haunted by their good fortune,
AL they decide to transform their group into a book society, where they can
grapple with their own anxieties through the guise of discussing
contentious works such as The Awakening or The Picture of Dorian Gray.

89. How to Solve Your Own Murder / Kristen Perrin (2024)
H It's 1965 and teenage Frances Adams is at an English country fair with
ow her two best friends. But Frances’s night takes a hairpin turn when a
[P fortune-teller makes a bone-chilling prediction: One day, Frances will be
OIVP murdered. Frances spends a lifetime trying to solve a crime that hasn’t
? happened yet, compiling dirt on every person who crosses her path in an
Y(m[‘ ; effort to prevent her own demise. For decades, no one takes Frances
l]w“ g seriously, until nearly sixty years later, when Frances is found murdered,
M d like she always said she would be.
the sprawling country estate of her wealthy and reclusive great-aunt
Frances. But by the time Annie arrives in the quaint English village of
Castle Knoll, Frances is already dead. Annie is determined to catch the Killer, but thanks to

Frances’s lifelong habit of digging up secrets and lies, it seems every endearing and
eccentric villager might just have a motive for her murder.

In the present day, Annie Adams has been summoned to a meeting at

90. The Bookbinder of Jericho / Pip Williams (2023)

Itis 1914, and as the war draws the young men of Britain away to fight,
women must keep the nation running. Two of those women are Peggy
and Maude, twin sisters who live on a narrow boat in Oxford and work in
the bindery at the university press.

A

Bookbinder

/f W’ Ambitious, intelligent Peggy has been told for most of her life that her job

is to bind the books, not read them—nbut as she folds and gathers pages,
her mind wanders to the opposite side of Walton Street, where the
female students of Oxford’s Somerville College have a whole library at
their fingertips. Maude, meanwhile, wants nothing more than what she
has: to spend her days folding the pages of books in the company of the
other bindery girls. She is extraordinary but vulnerable, and Peggy feels compelled to watch
over her.

Then refugees arrive from the war-torn cities of Belgium, sending ripples through the Oxford
community and the sisters’ lives. Peggy begins to see the possibility of another future where
she can educate herself and use her intellect, not just her hands.
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91. The Hummingbird Effect / Kate Mildenhall (2023)

‘ “ One of the lucky few with a job during the Depression, Peggy’s just
= THE starting out in life. She’s a bagging girl at the Angliss meatworks, a place
buzzing with life as well as death, where the gun slaughterman Jack has
HUMMING caught her eye — and she his. How is her life connected to Hilda’s, almost
a hundred years later, locked inside during a plague, or La’s, further on
BIRD again, a singer working shifts in a warehouse as her eggs are frozen and
her voice is used by Al bots? Let alone Maz, far removed in time, diving
EfLi ]  forremnants of a past that must be destroyed? Is it by the river that runs
Y i through their stories, eternal yet constantly changing — or by the
o i mysterious Hummingbird Project, and the great question of whether the
march of progress can ever be reversed?

92. Life After Life / Kate Atkinson (2013)

costarmi v ©  WINNER OF THE 2013 COSTA NOVEL AWARD- the acclaimed number
one bestselling novel about a woman who lives her life over and over
KAT E again through the most turbulent events of the 20th century, including the

ATKINSON London Biitz.

CIEESFIERLES During a snowstorm in England in 1910, the same baby is born and lives
Doy ot W’ nwws 10 tell the tale. What if there were second chances? And third chances?
we 40 """ In fact an infinite number of chances to live your life? Would you
e “ eventually be able to save the world from its own inevitable destiny? And
® would you even want to?

‘Dazzling’

93. Small Great Things / Jodi Picoult (2016)

Ruth Jefferson is a labour and delivery nurse at a Connecticut hospital
with more than twenty years' experience. During her shift, Ruth begins a
routine checkup on a newborn, only to be told a few minutes later that
she's been reassigned to another patient. The parents are white
supremacists and don't want Ruth, who is African American, to touch
their child. The hospital complies with their request, but the next day, the
baby goes into cardiac distress while Ruth is alone in the nursery. Does
she obey orders or does she intervene?

Ruth hesitates before performing CPR and, as a result, is charged with a
serious crime. Kennedy McQuarrie, a white public defender, takes her
case but gives unexpected advice: Kennedy insists that mentioning race in the courtroom is
not a winning strategy. Conflicted by Kennedy's counsel, Ruth tries to keep life as normal as
possible for her family—especially her teenage son—as the case becomes a media
sensation. As the trial moves forward, Ruth and Kennedy must gain each other's trust, and
come to see that what they've been taught their whole lives about others—and themselves—
might be wrong.
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94, A Dog called Harry / Jill Baker (2020)

Newspaper editor Jill Baker arrived home to find her husband dead on the bedroom floor.
Within weeks, still in shock, she was diagnosed with breast cancer
and told her chances of surviving. Surgery, chemotherapy and
radiation treatment followed in a year from hell.

At her lowest ebb, Jill took a chance. She needed something or
somebody to make life worth living again. But could it really be a
“ crazy, howling, snoring, digging, chewing, barking orange pup?

Turns out Harry and Jill were made to be together. They are an
unlikely duo. Jill is quiet, Harry is loud as hell. She sips pinot while
he's an espresso martini guy. Theirs is a beautiful friendship, an
unbreakable bond.

95. The Time We Have Taken / Steven Carroll (2007)

One suburban morning in summer 1970, Peter van Rijn, proprietor of the
television and wireless shop, realises that his suburb is 100 years old. He
contacts the mayor, who assembles a committee, and celebrations are
eagerly planned.

That same morning, just a few streets way, Rita is awakened by a dream
of her husband's snores. It is years since Vic moved north, and left their
house of empty silences, yet his life remains bound up with hers. Their
son, too, has moved on - Michael is at university, exploring new ideas and
the heady world of grown-up love. Yet Rita still stubbornly stays in the old
street, unable to imagine leaving the house she has tended so lovingly for

Instead she has taken on the care of another house as well - that of the widowed Mrs
Webster, owner of the suburb's landmark factory, now in decline.

96. The Tidal Zone / Sarah Moss (2016)

Adam is a stay-at-home dad who is also working on a history of the
bombing and rebuilding of Coventry Cathedral. He is a good man and he
is happy. But one day, he receives a call from his daughter's school to
inform him that, for no apparent reason, fifteen-year-old Miriam has
collapsed and stopped breathing. In that moment, he is plunged into a
world of waiting, agonising, not knowing.

The story of his life and the lives of his family are rewritten and re-told
around this shocking central event, around a body that has inexplicably
failed. In this exceptionally courageous and unflinching novel of

g contemporary life Sarah Moss goes where most of us wouldn't dare to
look, and the result is riveting - unbearably sad, but also miraculously funny and ultimately
hopeful.
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97. Doom Creek / Alan Carter (2020)

Sergeant Nick Chester has dodged the Geordie gangsters he once
feared, is out of hiding and looking forward to a quiet life.

But gold fever is creating ill-feeling between prospectors, and a new
threat lurks in the form of trigger-happy Americans preparing for
Doomsday by building a bolthole at the top of the South Island.

As tensions simmer in the Wakamarina valley, Nick finds himself working
on a cold-case murder and investigating a scandal-plagued religious
sect.

o When local and international events reach fever pitch, Chester finds
hlmself up agalnst an evil that knows no borders.

98. Questions of Travel / Michelle De Kretser (2012)

A mesmerising literary novel, Questions of Travel charts two very different
lives. Laura travels the world before returning to Sydney, where she
works for a publisher of travel guides. Ravi dreams of being a tourist until
he is driven from Sri Lanka by devastating events.

Around these two superbly drawn characters, a double narrative
assembles an enthralling array of people, places and stories - from Theo,
e whose life plays out in the long shadow of the past, to Hana, an Ethiopian
woman determined to reinvent herself in Australia.

oF TR[VEl

Award-winning author Michelle de Kretser illuminates travel, work and modern dreams in this
brilliant evocation of the way we live now. Wonderfully written, Questions of Travel is an
extraordinary work of imagination - a transformative, very funny and intensely moving novel.

99. The Paris Wife / Paula McLain (2011)

Chicago, 1920: Hadley Richardson is a quiet twenty-eight-year-old who
has all but given up on love and happiness—until she meets Ernest
Hemingway and her life changes forever. Following a whirlwind
courtship and wedding, the pair set sail for Paris, where they become
the golden couple in a lively and volatile group—the fabled “Lost
Generation”—that includes Gertrude Stein, Ezra Pound, and F. Scott

y and Zelda Fitzgerald.

Though deeply in love, the Hemingways are ill prepared for the hard-
drinking and fast-living life of Jazz Age Paris, which hardly values

. traditional notions of family and monogamy. Surrounded by beautiful
women and competlng egos, Ernest struggles to find the voice that will earn him a place in
history, pouring all the richness and intensity of his life with Hadley and their circle of friends
into the novel that will become The Sun Also Rises. Hadley, meanwhile, strives to hold on to
her sense of self as the demands of life with Ernest grow costly and her roles as wife, friend,
and muse become more challenging. Despite their extraordinary bond, they eventually find
themselves facing the ultimate crisis of their marriage—a deception that will lead to the
unraveling of everything they’ve fought so hard for.
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100. The Trauma Cleaner / Sarah Krasnostein (2017)

¢ Husband, father, drag queen, sex worker, wife. Sarah Krasnostein's The
Trauma Cleaner is a love letter to an extraordinary ordinary life. In
Sandra Pankhurst she discovered a woman capable of taking a lifetime
of hostility and transphobic abuse and using it to care for some of
society's most in-need people.

Sandra Pankhurst founded her trauma cleaning business to help people
whose emotional scars are written on their houses. From the forgotten
flat of a drug addict to the infested home of a hoarder, Sandra enters
properties and lives at the same time. But few of the people she looks
after know anything of the complexity of Sandra's own life. Raised in an
uncaring home, Sandra's miraculous gift for warmth and humour in the
face of unspeakable personal tragedy mark her out as a one-off.

The Trauma Cleangr

Jecay & di B\ bxmh Krasnostein

101. Black Tide / Peter Temple (1999)

PETER Jack Irish has no shorta_ge of friends. Jockey_s and journos, Igwyers and
TE 2 standover men, people in nameless occupations who aren't in the phone
- book. These days, though, the only family he sees are Irish men in faded
football team photographs on the pub wall. So when Des Connors, the last
.- link to his father, calls to ask for help in the matter of a missing son, Jack is

i happy to lend a hand. But sometimes prodigal sons go missing for a reason.
As Jack begins to dig, he discovers that Gary Connors was a man with
8l something to hide. And his friends are people with darker and more deadly
secrets.

102. The Girl She Used To Be / David Cristofano (2010)

When Melody Grace McCartney was six years old, she and her parents
witnessed an act of violence so brutal that it changed their lives forever. The
federal government lured them into the Witness Protection Program with the
promise of safety, and they went gratefully. But the program took Melody's
name, her home, her innocence, and, ultimately, her family. She's been May
Adams, Karen Smith, Anne Johnson, and countless others--everyone but
the one person she longs to herself. So when the feds spirit her off to begin
yet another new life in another town, she's stunned when a man confronts
her and calls her by her real name. Jonathan Bovaro, the mafioso sent to
hunt her down knows her, the real her, and it's a dangerous thrill that Melody can't resist.
He's insistent that she's just a pawn in the government's war against the Bovaro family. But
can she trust her life and her identity to this vicious stranger whose acts of violence are
legendary?
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103. The Godmother /Hannelore Cayre (2017)

Meet Patience Portefeux, a fifty-three-year-old, underpaid Franco-Arab
interpreter for the Ministry of Justice who specializes in phone tapping.

. Widowed after the sudden death of her husband, Patience is now wedged
between university fees for her grown-up daughters and nursing home
costs for her aging mother. Happening upon an especially revealing set of
police wiretaps ahead of all other authorities, Patience makes a life-
altering decision that sees her intervening in — and infiltrating — the
machinations of a massive drug deal.

She thus embarks on an entirely new career path: Patience becomes The
Godmother.

104. Three Cups of Tea - One Man's Mission to Promote Peace - One School at a
Time (2009) Greg Mortenson

'Here we drink three cups of tea to do business; the first you are a
stranger, the second you become a friend, and the third, you join our
family, and for our family we are prepared to do anything - even die' -
Haji Ali, Korphe Village Chief, Karakoram mountains, Pakistan.

In 1993, after a terrifying and disastrous attempt to climb K2, a

. mountaineer called Greg Mortenson drifted, cold and dehydrated, into
an impoverished Pakistan village in the Karakoram Mountains. Moved

by the inhabitants' kindness, he promised to return and build a school.

Three Cups of Tea is the story of that promise and its extraordinary
outcome. Over the next decade Mortenson built not just one but fifty-
five schools - especially for girls - in remote villages across the
forbidding and breathtaking landscape of Pakistan and Afghanistan, just as the Taliban rose
to power.

105. March (2009) Geraldine Brooks

From the author of Year of Wonders, a historical novel and love story
GERALDINI set during a time of catastrophe, on the front lines of the American
BROOKS Civil War. Acclaimed author Geraldine Brooks gives us the story of
MarCh the absent father from Louisa May Alcott's Little Women—and
conjures a world of brutality, stubborn courage and transcendent
‘ love. An idealistic abolitionist, March has gone as chaplain to serve
the Union cause. But the war tests his faith not only in the Union—
which is also capable of barbarism and racism—nbut in himself. As he
recovers from a near-fatal illness, March must reassemble and
reconnect with his family, who have no idea of what he has endured.
A love story set in a time of catastrophe, March explores the
passions between a man and a woman, the tenderness of parent
and child, and the life-changing power of an ardently held belief.
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106. The Christie Affair / Nina de Gramont (2022)

In 1925, Miss Nan O’Dea infiltrated the wealthy, rarefied world of author
Agatha Christie and her husband, Archie. In every way, she became a
part of their life—first, both Christies. Then, just Archie. Soon, Nan
became Archie’s mistress, luring him away from his devoted wife,
desperate to marry him. Nan’s plot didn’t begin the day she met Archie
and Agatha.

It began decades before, in Ireland, when Nan was a young girl. She and
G the man she loved were a star-crossed couple who were destined to be
NPT INT. Bl together—until the Great War, a pandemic, and shameful secrets tore
them apart. Then acts of unspeakable cruelty kept them separated.

107. Room /Emma Donoghue (2010)

To five-year-old Jack, Room is the entire world. It is where he was born
and grew up; it's where he lives with his Ma as they learn and read and eat
and sleep and play. At night, his Ma shuts him safely in the wardrobe,
where he is meant to be asleep when Old Nick visits.

Room is home to Jack, but to Ma, it is the prison where Old Nick has held
her captive for seven years. Through determination, ingenuity, and fierce
motherly love, Ma has created a life for Jack. But she knows it's not
enough ... not for her or for him. She devises a bold escape plan, one that
Bl relies on her young son's bravery and a lot of luck. What she does not
reallze is Just how unprepared she is for the plan to actually work.

Told entirely in the language of the energetic, pragmatic five-year-old Jack, Room is a
celebration of resilience and the limitless bond between parent and child, a brilliantly
executed novel about what it means to journey from one world to another.

108. Sweet Tooth /lan McEwan (2013)

Cambridge student Serena Frome's beauty and intelligence make her the
ideal recruit for MI5. The year is 1972. The Cold War is far from over.

. England's legendary intelligence agency is determined to manipulate the
=\ N cultural conversation by funding writers whose politics align with those of the
Mc EWA Nl government. The operation is code named "Sweet Tooth."

SWEET TOC Serena, a compulsive reader of novels, is the perfect candidate to infiltrate
—— the literary circle of a promising young writer named Tom Haley. At first, she
5 loves his stories. Then she begins to love the man. How long can she
conceal her undercover life? To answer that question, Serena must abandon the first rule of
espionage: trust no one.
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109. The Hunted / Gabriel Bergmoser (2020)

Frank owns a service station on a little-used highway. His granddaughter,
Allie, is sent to stay with him for the summer, but they don't talk a lot.

Simon is a dreamer and an idealist, in thrall to the romance of the open
road and desperately in search of something.

ﬂABﬂn | Maggie is the woman who will bring them together, someone whose own
- ERGMU"E'{ personal journey will visit unimaginable terror on them all. . .
L

110. Two Caravans / Marina Lewycka (2007)

menemsencse s @y A peautiful summer's evening in a Kent field and around their two
caravans a group of strawberry pickers celebrates a birthday.

But what lies behind the buy-one-get-one-free offers at your supermarket
and who picks our strawberries? The Ukrainians: Irina, just off the coach
from Kiev, and Andriy, the miner's son from the other Ukraine; the Poles:
Tomasz and Yola; two Chinese girls; Emanuel, the round-eyed eighteen-
year-old from Malawi. And although he can't pick strawberries, there's
also the Dog . . .

CARAVANS

’

111. Instructions for a Heatwave / Maggie O’Farrell (2013)

Gretta Riordan wakes on a stultifying July morning to find that her
husband of forty years has gone to get the paper and vanished, cleaning
out his bank account along the way.

Gretta's three grown children converge on their parents' home for the first
time in years: Michael Francis, a history teacher whose marriage is
failing; Monica, with two stepdaughters who despise her and a blighted
past that has driven away the younger sister she once adored; and Aoife,
the youngest, now living in Manhattan, a smart, immensely resourceful
young woman who has arranged her entire life to conceal a devastating
secret.

Maggie O'Farrell writes with exceptional grace and sensitivity about marriage, about the
mysteries that inhere within families, and the fault lines over which we build our lives—the
secrets we hide from the people who know and love us best. In a novel that stretches from
the heart of London to New York City's Upper West Side to a remote village on the coast of
Ireland, O'Farrell paints a bracing portrait of a family falling apart and coming together with
hard-won, life-changing truths about who they really are.
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112. Autumn Laing / Alex Miller (2011)

Autumn Laing has long outlived the legendary circle of artists she
cultivated in the 1930s. Now 'old and skeleton gaunt', she reflects on her
tumultuous relationship with the abundantly talented Pat Donlon and the
effect it had on her husband, on Pat's wife and the body of work which
launched Pat's career. A brilliantly alive and insistently energetic story of
\  love, loyalty and creativity.

Autumn Laing seduces Pat Donlon with her pearly thighs and her lust for
life and art. In doing so she not only compromises the trusting love she

‘ has with her husband, Arthur, she also steals the future from Pat's young
and beautiful wife, Edith, and their unborn child.

Fifty-three years later, cantankerous, engaging, unrestrainable 85-year-old Autumn is
shocked to find within herself a powerful need for redemption. As she begins to tell her story,
she writes, 'They are all dead and | am old and skeleton-gaunt. This is where it began...'

113. The Light Between Oceans / M.L Stedman (2012)

They break the rules and follow their hearts. What happens next will break
| yours.

' 1926. Tom Sherbourne is a young lighthouse keeper on a remote island
BETWEEN  off western Australia. The only inhabitants of Janus Rock, he and his wife
OCEBPNS  Isabel live a quiet life, cocooned from the rest of the world.

. Then one April morning a boat washes ashore carrying a dead man and a
*crying infant - and the path of the couple's lives hits an unthinkable
crossroads.

Only years later do they discover the devastating consequences of the decision they made
that day - as the baby's real story unfolds ...

114. (The) Orchard Thieves / Elizabeth Jolly (1995)

A story of family relationships.

When the middle sister of three grown-up daughters arrives home from
England, peace in their mother's house is shattered.

Tensions and conflicts arise as each member of the family feels their own
difficulties are unique.

| Itis up to the Grandmother, with imagination, acceptance and affection to
o1 diffuse the situation.
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115. The Other Side of the Bridge / Mary Lawson (2003)

Two brothers, Arthur and Jake Dunn, are the sons of a farmer in the mid-
1930s, when life is tough and another world war is looming. Arthur is reticent,
e Other Side  solid, dutiful and set to inherit the farm and his father’s character; Jake is
ofheBridge  younger, attractive, mercurial and dangerous to know — the family misfit.
When a beautiful young woman comes into the community, the fragile
. @ balance of sibling rivalry tips over the edge.

>

L] Then there is lan, the family’s next generation, and far too sure he knows the
“ difference between right and wrong. By now it is the fifties, and the world has
changed — a little, but not enough.

These two generations in the small town of Struan, Ontario, are tragically interlocked, linked
by fate and community but separated by a war which devours its young men — its
unimaginable horror reaching right into the heart of this remote corner of an empire.

116. The Ocean at the End of the Lane / Neil Gaiman (2013)
> 3 g A middle-aged man returns to his childhood home to attend a funeral.

Although the house he lived in is long gone, he is drawn to the farm at the
4 end of the road, where, when he was seven, he encountered a most
remarkable girl, Lettie Hempstock, and her mother and grandmother.

He hasn't thought of Lettie in decades, and yet as he sits by the pond (a
pond that she'd claimed was an ocean) behind the ramshackle old
farmhouse, the unremembered past comes flooding back.

And it is a past too strange, too frightening, too dangerous to have happened to anyone, let
alone a small boy.

117. The Natural Way of Things / Charlotte Wood (2015)

G ,..\\g Two women awaken from a drugged sleep to find themselves imprisoned
X ( \ in an abandoned property in the middle of a desert. Strangers to each
8 other, they have no idea where they are or how they came to be there with
/ elght other girls, forced to wear strange uniforms, their heads shaved,
U0 14 guarded by two inept yet vicious armed jailers and a 'nurse'.

25l Doing hard labour under a sweltering sun, the prisoners soon learn what
”’ CHARLOTTE 00D links them: in each girl's past is a sexual scandal with a powerful man.

: - They pray for rescue - but when the food starts running out it becomes
clear that the jailers have also become the jailed. The girls can only rescue themselves.
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118. The Tilt/ Chris Hammer (2022)

A man runs for his life in a forest.
A woman plans sabotage.
A body is unearthed.

Newly-minted homicide detective Nell Buchanan returns to her home town,
annoyed at being assigned a decades-old murder - a 'file and forget'.

But this is no ordinary cold case, as the discovery of more bodies triggers a
chain of escalating events in the present day. As Nell starts to join the
b el pieces together, she begins to question how well she truly knows those
closest to her. Could her own family be implicated in the crimes?

The nearer Nell comes to uncovering the secrets of the past, the more dangerous the
present becomes for her, as she battles shadowy assailants and sinister forces. Can she
survive this harrowing investigation and what price will she have to pay for the truth?

119. Normal People / Sally Rooney (2018)

At school Connell and Marianne pretend not to know each other. He’s
popular and well-adjusted, star of the school soccer team while she is
lonely, proud, and intensely private. But when Connell comes to pick his
mother up from her housekeeping job at Marianne’s house, a strange
and indelible connection grows between the two teenagers - one they are
determined to conceal.

NORMAL
PEOPLE

= Y iz

BESTSELLER

A year later, they’re both studying at Trinity College in Dublin. Marianne
has found her feet in a new social world while Connell hangs at the
sidelines, shy and uncertain. Throughout their years in college, Marianne
and Connell circle one another, straying toward other people and
possibilities but always magnetically, irresistibly drawn back together. Then, as she veers
into self-destruction and he begins to search for meaning elsewhere, each must confront
how far they are willing to go to save the other.

SALLY
ROONEY
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