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Project Update 



Agenda
1. Project update

2. Planning process 

3. Nearby neighbour program

4. Future topics, with reference to the July Multi-
Council meeting on Renewable Energy in 
Bathurst

5. Q&A 
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Introducing the proponents

Stromlo Energy is 100% Australian owned and operated wind energy 

developer with a strong track record. Stromlo Energy is responsible for 

undertaking investigations, permitting, and community engagement.

TagEnergy has been granted a permit to investigate the feasibility of The Pines 

Wind Farm. If built, TagEnergy will own and operate The Pines Wind Farm.



Investigations area published on the Website

www.thepineswindfarm.com.au

Project update - background

- In May 2024, TagEnergy was 
granted an investigations 
permit to investigate the 
feasibility of a wind farm in 
parts of Gurnang, Vulcan and 
Mount David state forests.

- In October 2024, the first 
iteration of the layout was 
released for discussion with the 
community and neighbouring
landowners.

- A neighbour program has been 
announced where all 
neighboring houses within 
3.5km of a turbine are eligible 
for annual payments.

http://www.thepineswindfarm.com.au/
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Project update – Planning and approvals phase

▶ We are currently in the planning and approvals 
phase. This is expected to take 3-5 years to 
complete, before the construction phase begins

▶ Early ecology studies have commenced

▶ Scoping report is planned to be submitted to 
DPHI in 2026

▶ Final design starts in January 2026, based on 
the neighbour program and private turbine 
host interest
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Current activities on the ground

▶ Two DAs for 4 meteorological masts have been approved, these masts 
will be installed over the next few months

▶ The 2-year seasonal BBUS (Bird and Bat Utilisation Surveys) have 
commenced. The spring survey is currently underway

▶ We have engaged a Lead Planner for the project

▶ We are continuing to meet with Forestry Corporation neighbours to give 
them the opportunity to participate in the project, if they choose to. This is 
either by:

• Hosting wind turbines and/or;

• As part of the Nearby Neighbour Program (if they own a house within 
3.5km of proposed wind turbines).

▶ Applications for the 3rd round of sponsorships have closed. Once awarded 
the total of early sponsorships will be $75,000.

▶ $20,000 of electricity bill credits provided to the community to date

▶ Over 2000 interactions to date with the community
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Project benefits

Oberon/Bathurst Council areas: $500m

NSW Energy Consumers:      $3.75b

The Environment:                  $2.5b
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Planning process – NSW State Significant Development
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Nearby neighbour program

▶ We want to see maximum $ go 

to those close to the project

▶ If you choose to join, you get 

paid $5,000 right away (per lot 

with a house)

▶ You get paid annual payments 

from the start of construction for 

each turbine within 3.5km 

▶ The payment is based on how 

many turbines there are, and 

how far away they are 

▶ If you want a higher payments, 

you can choose a 1km or 

1.5km or 1.9km setback 

▶ Note: all turbine hosts have 

already accepted a 1km

setback.



10

Nearby neighbour program – Example 1

Same setbacks, same impacts, very different result:

▶ $5000 on signing

▶ Annual payments from the start of construction in 
this case amounting to $420,000 total over 35 years

▶ Transparency:

• $2,500 for legal advice + $500 for tax advice

• No NDA

• Participants can still object

▶ Neighbours who join will be an additional insured 
under the project's insurance policy. This means 
they are covered if they accidentally cause damage 
to the wind farm.

Participating household

▶ Setback and impacts in line 
with NSW Wind Energy 
Guidelines

▶ This house receives 
$420,000 over 35 years 

Non-participating household

▶ Setback and impacts in line 
with NSW Wind Energy 
Guidelines

▶ This household will not 
receive any payments

Example 1: No additional impacts 
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Participating household

▶ This household chose a 
setback of 1.5km

▶ In the example the payment 
is $21,000 per year + CPI

▶ $735,000 over 35 years

Non-participating household

▶ This household will not 
receive any payments

Participating household

▶ This household chose a 
setback of 1km

▶ In the example the payment 
is to $45,000 per year + CPI

▶ $1,575,000 over 35 years

Non-participating household

▶ This household will not 
receive any payments

Example 2: 1.5km setback Example 3: 1km setback

Nearby neighbour program: Further examples
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What is in the neighbour contract (and why?)

https://www.planning.nsw.gov.au/sites/default/files/2024-11/private-agreement-guideline.pdf

▶ The contract is based on the 

requirements of the “Private 

Agreement Guideline” 

published by Dept. Planning
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Future topics

July 2025 – Bathurst - Multi-Council Meeting on Renewable Energy

▶ Heavy Construction Traffic & Roads – Oversize/overmass vehicles, alternate freight routes, and concerns about road 
restoration

▶ Water & Materials Demand – High requirements for water, gravel, and concrete, with potential impacts on local supply and 
pricing

▶ Housing & Workforce Influx – Worker influx driving up rents and reducing availability; discussion of worker camps and key 
worker housing needs

▶ Local Services Capacity – Strain on health services (doctor shortages), sewerage, waste, and water utilities during construction

▶ Community Amenity – Concerns about noise and visual amenity

▶ Council Resourcing & Coordination – Extra staff needed to manage development interface and compliance despite not being 
the consent authority

▶ End-of-Life Obligations – Calls for irrevocable bonds/bank guarantees to ensure decommissioning and land restoration at 
project end-of-life



Q&A
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