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Greetings, explorers and curious 
minds! I am Mewtronix, your guide and 

companion. In a not-so-distant future, we are going 
on a journey to visit my friend Aeon in the vibrant city 

of Futropia. Aeon’s world is a blend of the familiar and the 
surprising, a glimpse into what tomorrow might hold. 

Ever wondered when the future starts? It’s actually right 
now in your imagination. It’s a story that we’re all telling 
together, where every choice we make can turn “what if” 

into “wow look at that!”

Are you ready to explore Futropia?

Together with Aeon, you will learn to look at the future in new 
ways, and you will explore both close and distant futures. The future 

isn’t predetermined, and together we will look at how you might be able 
to influence it. We will end our journey by trying to understand 

how others might view the future and explore 
what a good future could look like. 
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Let’s travel in time to Aeon’s city, Futropia! 
On the way home from school, Aeon is wondering when 

the future starts. Aeon is both excited and a bit 
unsure about their own future. What do you feel 

when you think about the future?

1. Welcome to the future1. Welcome to the future
– Time horizons– Time horizons
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The future can 
be divided into 
three personal 
time horizons. 
Going through 
daily life and 
doing things 
like exams, 
chores or being 
home on time 
for dinner is 
what we call 
the short-term 
future.

It can be difficult 
figuring out what you 
want to do in the future. 
When you think about 
what you want to be, 
you are thinking about 
the mid-range future. 
This is five years or so 
from now. Our decisions 
can shape what this 
will look like.

Running low:
-Insects 
-Seaweed
-Tomatoes 
-Pasta
-Kefir

ORDER NOW

We talked about 
the future in class today, 
and I realised that I don’t 

even know what I want to do 
when I get older. 

Welcome home, kid! 
How was your day at school?

...announcing 
the first baby 

born from 
an artificial 

womb....

Hey, 
watch out, 
bumperbot!

Now 
playing: 

GrooveAI

Aeon, 
please leave 

now to be home for 
dinner. You can’t 

afford a robot ride.  
I suggest this 
route through 

the park. 
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Take some 
time to 
reflect on 
your short-
term, mid-
range and 
long-term 
futures. 
What do 
they look 
like? 

When imagining how 
society might change by 
the time that we are old, 
we’re thinking about the 
long-term future. 
It’s like painting pictures 
of what life could 
be someday. 

What
 do

 yo
ur 

fut
ure

 

hor
izo

ns 
loo

k l
ike

?

Sh
ort

-te
rm

?

Mid-
ran

ge?

Lo
ng-

ter
m?

You know, the 
future does not have 

to be so scary…  

What 
do you 
mean?

Your grandmother was a futurist. 
She dedicated her life to helping people 

imagine and explore the future. 
Wait here one second. 

This used to be her toolbox of 
notes and exercises. Check it out, 
I am sure you can find something 

interesting in it.

Soon, we may all have 
hydroponics in our kitchens! 
It’s like a special drink for 

your plant that has all the 
nutrients it needs instead 

of using soil. 

See! It’s full of notes and models that 
help you imagine.

Whoa! This looks fun. 
I will bring the journal with 
me to explore the future.
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What do your future horizons - 
short-term, mid-range, and long-term - 

look like?

SHORT-TERM
Example: Homework, after school activities, e.g. soccer, getting up on time.

MID-RANGE
Example: Choosing what to study next, new relationships, exciting things to do, 

5 years or so from now.

LONG-TERM
Example: How the world is changing, e.g. how people interact with each other 

when you are old.
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Thinking about what could happen later on can 
feel like having a huge puzzle with missing pieces. 
Today, Aeon and their classmates are becoming 
detectives of the future, searching for changes. 
They need your help. Let’s dive in!

Whoa! The 1939 “Futurama” 
showed a vision of 1960! The car 

company General Motors 
sponsored it, so they imagined futuristic 
cities with automated highways and way 

more cars – which would be good for 
their business.

2. Images of the future 2. Images of the future 
– Imagination brings– Imagination brings  
action andaction and  changechange



7

Just like we practise 
playing an instrument 
to get better, we 
need to practise 
using our imagination 
to learn how to 
embrace changing 
times. 

The trends you 
see here are 
called megatrends.  
Megatrends are 
big changes that 
shape the future. 
They happen over 
many years and 
can change the 
way we live.

MEGATRENDS
population growth
urbanisation
sustainability
focus on health
service economy
AI & automation

Annual growth rate of world 

Total world population

1700 1750 1800 1850 1900 1950 2000 2050 2100

600 million 1 billion

2 billion

2.5 billion

5 billion

8 billion

9.7 billion

10.43 billionSource: Our World in Data, ourworldindata.org

Today, we 
are going to look 

into how people in the 
past imagined their 

future. Please turn on 
your headsets.

Hmm, we have 
skyscrapers and vertical 
farming, but the idea of 

flying cars feels a bit 
far-fetched. It’s like we’re 

living in a mix of past 
imaginations and present 

realities.

Now, you have 
seen what other people 

thought our time would look 
like. What do you see 
when you think about 

the future?

I 
wonder what 
the world will 

be like far into 
the future if 
these trends 

keep going the 
way they are 

now.

These images show what some people 
in the past thought the future would 
be like. How we imagine the future is 

influenced by many things, such as what we 
see in movies, pop culture, and media, 

as well as our parents, politicians, 
and others around us.

What do you 
think the future city 
will look and feel like?
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Aeon has now 
explored images 
of the future and 
trends. What images 
and trends do you 
see, and how do they 
suggest the future 
could look and feel 
like? 

The Futures Triangle is a tool for 
understanding the forces that shape our future. 
Consider your dreams and aspirations for the 
world (pulls). Take note of what trends are 
driving you forward right now (pushes), and don’t 
forget the things that might be challenging 
your progress (weights). This will help you gain a 
clearer understanding of what futures are more 
likely than others.

PULL 
of the 
future

WEIGHT 
of history

PUSH 
of the 

present

I can’t wait 
to use this!

 
Let’s talk 

about what 
we’re excited 
for and what 
we’re worried 
about when we 

think about 
the future.

I hope the future will be better, but I’m not sure 
how I can make a difference.

Hey Aeon, do you want to 
come to a workshop at the repair cafe 

about reusing stuff? 

Sure!

Look!
I made a solar-

powered charging 
station from old 
garden lights. 

We all have a part to play 
in steering towards the future we 

want. Even small steps count! 
Your grandma sometimes used the 
Futures Triangle to help navigate 

change. I’m sure you’ve seen it 
in her box?

I’m worried about nature and 
climate change. 

I think everyone will have better lives, 
better health, and more education.

Today, we explored different visions of the 
future and our feelings about them. 

It was difficult, but also fun.

That’s 
a really good 

way to look at it. 
As your grandma 
would say: Our 

imagination is our 
key to accessing 

the future.

What do I think the future will look like?

What do I like 
and dislike about 
that?
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What trends and images of the future do you see, 
and how do they suggest the future could look and feel?

Try putting them into the futures triangle!

PULL OF THE FUTURE

WEIGHT OF 
HISTORY

PUSH OF THE 
PRESENT

Credit: Sohail Inayatullah (2008)
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Today, Aeon’s class is exploring a 
futures fair at the skate park - a peek 
into the future filled with cutting-edge 
inventions and new ways of working. 
Join their exploration!

10

3. Futures fair3. Futures fair
– Scenarios of tomorrow– Scenarios of tomorrow
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Some tech gadgets 
are fun, and some 
make things easier. 
But not everything 
about them is 
completely good or 
bad. How do you think 
an AI assistant could 
make things awesome, 
but also, what are 
some not-so-great 
things about it? 

Hi 
there! Have 
you seen the 
latest in AI? 
We have just 

released a 
new personal 

assistant. 

Nice to 
meet you, I sense 

you might be hungry. 
Don’t worry, I’ve 

already got a personal 
snack coming your way. 

I can also create a 
music playlist instantly 

to fit your mood….

How can 
you do and 

know all that?  
I wonder how 

you work… 

If we connect, I’ll learn about 
your daily adventures and favourite 

things to do, so I can guess when you 
might be feeling snacky, and what 

treat you’d like through 
machine learning. 

EcoMimic EngineeringCan 
you really 

remove plastic 
from the 

ocean and turn 
it into useful 

stuff?

eco bricks & smart materials

Life-long learning agent

I wonder if 
this actually makes you 

intelligent, or if you are just 
calculating and suggesting 

based on data.

Hmm! It says 
here that you’ll 

monitor everything 
I say and do -

What other things do you think 
we will be able to make materials out 

of in the future?

Our 
machines 

make 
eco-bricks 
and smart 
materials.

Technology 
will 

streamline 
many jobs 

and automate 
others...

...like drones 
delivering packages 
instead of people.

It will create new jobs 
we haven’t yet imagined, which 
means that we have to learn 

new skills.
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When we combine several 
trends, the future can open 
up in new ways. Some stories 
might happen, and others 
not. In this simulator, Aeon 
experiences these stories 
which we call ‘scenarios’.

Imagine being able to 
have a conversation 
with someone from 
each of these 
fascinating future 
scenarios.

Now that you 
have glimpsed 
a few potential 
futures, what other 
scenarios can you 
envision? Think 
about how life might 
change – or stay 
the same – in these 
different worlds. 

Scenario A Scenario B Scenario C

What 
is school 

like in your 
own futures? 

I’m really 
curious to 

hear what it’s 
like!

We can 
learn anything, 

anytime, and from 
anyone, anywhere. 
All of our data is 
gathered so the 
government and 

companies know a lot 
about us.

We learn 
a lot about the 

climate, and 
recycling. If we 

need new clothes, 
we go fetch it 

at the recycling 
station.

Our 
classes are 
small and we 

learn about local 
agriculture and 

other things 
that will help us 
sustain our local 

community.

What 
about 
you 

two?

Tech is everywhere! 
Robots and holograms in a smart 

city! It’s like stepping into a sci-fi 
movie. Here, data is currency, 
and constant monitoring allows 

the city to adapt to its 
citizens’ needs.

The Buildings are lush with 
greenery, powered by clean 

energy, and everything is recycled. 
Communities embody sustainability. 

Therefore, people rarely have 
new things.

Everything is a bit slower 
here. People live in smaller cities 

and get their food locally. Everybody 
in town knows each other but, they 
do not have a lot of contact with 

people in cities far away.
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Choose one of the scenarios from the text and try to imagine 
what it would be like to live there. Draw and describe how the 

different categories below would look in the scenario you choose.

HOME        SCHOOL        FASHION         FOOD         VACATION

Try to create you own scenario
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Our feelings about the futures we 
imagine are often shaped by our hopes 
and fears, stories and experiences. 
Join Aeon and friends for a trip to 
Mosaic Gardens as they share their 
perspectives on the futures 
they have explored.

4. Mosaic gardens4. Mosaic gardens
– Seeing the bigger– Seeing the bigger  picturepicture
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I 
wonder what 

people in different 
futures think of 

their own lives. Do 
they believe they 
are living in a good 
future? Do I live in 

a good future? 

Hi 
Aeon, 

How are 
you?

What’s 
wrong?

Just 
thinking about some 

questions I found in my 
grandma’s journal. It’s 

making me think about all 
the things we can’t know 

about the future.

It 
feels 
like it 
could 
really 
divide 
people.

I 
hope that my 

hearing aid will 
be able to target 

conversations 
with my friends 

when we’re 
surrounded by a 

lot of noise.

The future isn’t 
something that happens on its 

own. Everything’s connected in a big 
system, constantly changing and 
influencing parts of the whole. 

So, when 
something changes, like a lot 
of rain making a river bigger, 

it’s not just good for the 
fish because they have 

more water?

I get that. 
I’m concerned 

about where all this 
technology is heading, 
and if my family and 

I will be able to 
keep up.

Sometimes, 
it feels like 
the future 

doesn’t hold very 
much space for 
people who are 

different.

Right, it could 
also make life tough for 

rabbits and other animals 
looking for dry places 

to live.

PREFERRED FUTURE

1. What challenges can 
you see in the future?

2. Why do you think 
these happen?

3. What do you wish was 
happening instead?

4. What do we need to 
do to make that 
happen? 
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We see the world, not as it is, 
but as who we are… It’s like a 
story we’re writing together, 
influenced by the ideas and 
beliefs we hold. Can you come 
up with a metaphor for your 
preferred future? 

I could never 
have realised 

that on my own. 
We can actually 
make sense of 

the future 
together!

I’ve been 
thinking... How can I 

know if the future that 
I hope for is also what 
others want? What if 
the future I dream of 

is actually someone 
else’s nightmare?

That’s 
a really 

thoughtful 
question.

We’re all playing the game of entering the 
future, with different hopes and fears. That’s why it is 

important to consider how we are connected and to share 
our visions for the future, so we can help each other reach 
those dreams. This way we can make futures inclusive for 

everyone, no matter where they’re starting from.

Aha! I think 
I know what my dreams 
are for the future. It’s 
not a video game, but a 
flourishing garden that 
needs to be nurtured.

Your grandmother once 
compared thinking about the future 

to playing a video game, but with a twist: 
everyone starts at a different level 
depending on where they are in life.

For some, 
envisioning the future 
might feel like planning 
an adventure, filled with 

futuristic gadgets.

But for others, 
the future might seem 
more like a quest for 
clean water, safety, 

and peace.



17

What does your preferred future look like?
 And what steps can you take to reach that future?
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FU
TU

R
ES TR

IAN
G

LEFUTURES WHEEL

Step 1:
 Close 

your ey
es, tak

e a dee
p 

breath,
 and im

agine w
alking d

own a 

path. T
ake ten

 steps 
forward

 until 

you rea
ch a fe

nce blo
cking y

our wa
y. 

Behind 
this fe

nce is y
our pre

ferred preferr
ed 

futurefuture,
 ten ye

ars fro
m now. St

ep 

through
 and ex

plore y
our fut

ure. 

What do
 you se

e? How
 does i

t feel?

What do
 you se

e? How
 does i

t feel?

Step 2
: You e

ncount
er an a

ncient 

tree w
ith a m

agical d
oor. En

ter the
 

door an
d find 

a stairc
ase lead

ing to 

the six
th floo

r. In 
a large 

room, 

you meet you
r futur

e self. 

Bow re
spectfu

lly, rec
eive a 

persona
l 

message,
 and ac

cept th
is as a 

gift 

from the fu
ture.

Step 3
: Leave

 the ro
om, desce

nd 

the sta
irs, and

 return
 to the

 fence.
 

Reflect
 on th

e message 
and gif

t you 

received.
 What wa

s the m
essage?

 

What wa
s the m

essage?
 

What wa
s the g

ift?

What wa
s the g

ift?

Aeon sits by their desk at night 
working on tomorrow’s homework. 
The teacher gave three steps for 
Aeon to find a path to the future. 	
   But Aeon is finding it tricky.     	
    Could you lend a hand?

18

5. The gift from the future5. The gift from the future
– From thought to action– From thought to action
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Find 
your gift 
from the 
future by 

following the 
three steps - it 
will be helpful 
for tomorrow’s 

class!

I found my gift 
from the future to be 
a new way of thinking. 

The last couple of days 
have taught me to use 

the future not as a 
destination, since it is 
always changing, but 

as a way to learn from 
new perspectives in 

the present.

What’s 
on your 

mind, Aeon? 
Did you find 

your gift 
from the 
future?

Maybe 
we can ask the 

canteen if we can 
use their waste 

to make 
prototypes.

You 
have 

thought 
about the 

future, and 
now you 

will try to 
build it.

I’m 
excited 
to see 

what you 
have come 
up with! 

We’ve 
built something 

called a soil-
enhancer. I 

understand now 
that my imagination 
is my superpower. I 
can actually invent 
new things, with 

my friends! 

Wake up Aeon, the future starts now!
I 

have 
so many 
thoughts 

about 
today’s 
class!
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We all create the 
future together 
every single day. 
What can you learn 
from Aeon’s journey 
as you create your 
own? Tomorrow’s 
adventure awaits!

I’m proud of the 
initiative you and your 

classmates have. We all have to 
consider what kinds of futures 

we are contributing to, and 
make sure that there’s space 
for people and nature alike.  

We’ve 
made a dream 

recorder. 

Come see our pet 
language translator!

This is 
fantastic! It’s 

like we’re crafting 
our future with our 

own hands.

As a final 
thing, I want you to 

write a letter from your 
future selves, envisioning 

how you achieved your 
dreams and made the 
future better for the 

next generations.

Grandma’s journal has 
really been guiding my futures 
thinking. It has shown me that 

nothing is set in stone. 
That we need to accept uncertainty, 

and that I can contribute to the 
choices and actions that lead us 

to the future.

Dear 
present 

Aeon, I’m 
writing 
to you 

from the 
future...

It sounds like you did a lot 
of exciting things today!
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Write a letter from your future self to your current self. 
What steps did you take to achieve your dreams 

and make the future better?
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Dear p
resent 

Aeon, 

I’m writin
g to yo

u from
 the ye

ar 205
0. 

The wo
rld is lo

oking b
righter

, but i
t took 

a lot o
f 

effort 
to get 

here. 

Current
ly, our

 family lives
 in a h

ouse m
ade ent

irely 

from recycle
d materials.

 Becom
ing an 

urban 

agricult
ure eng

ineer h
as been

 a fulfi
lling jou

rney. 

I’ve ha
d the o

pportu
nity to

 help v
arious 

parts o
f 

the cit
y devel

op urba
n farm

s, enab
ling loc

al food
 

product
ion. I’m

 helpin
g peopl

e have 
access 

to heal
thy foo

d!

But it 
all star

ted wit
h a pro

ject in 
the sch

ool 

canteen
 with r

ecycled
 materials

, where
 we made 

a soil-e
nhancer.

 It insp
ired me to be

come a you
th 

represe
ntative

 at the
 city c

ouncil w
here I 

helped 

make sur
e that 

project
s in th

e city 
took yo

ung 

people 
and fut

ure gen
eration

s into 
account.

Don’t 
be wor

ried. I 
trust y

ou! Re
member to 

have 

fun wh
ere you

 can, a
nd tha

t small step
s pave 

the 

way fo
r big ch

anges.

You ar
e exact

ly wher
e you n

eed to 
be.

 
Please 

take go
od care

 of Mewtron
ix.  
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