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For a long time we’ve heard about Al being used to spot scams and block threats. But recently,
something unsettling happened. Hackers used artificial intelligence to build a real malware
program in just days. Something that would normally take teams of developers weeks or months to
build.

The malware, called VoidLink, was uncovered by researchers at Check Point, an Israeli
cybersecurity firm. What’s shocking isn’t just that it exists but how quickly it went from an idea into
working code. According to analysts, the developers provided the Al with a basic starting program
and detailed instructions on what the malware should do, then let the system plan and write out
the design, coding specifications, and execution steps. Instead of the expected 30-week timeline,
VoidLink became functional in roughly one week with around 88,000 lines of code.

Al-assisted malware isn’t entirely brand-new. Security teams have seen less advanced examples
before, often attackers using Al to copy or modify existing malicious code. But VoidLink is different.
Its complexity and structure resemble something you’d expect from a professional development
team working hundreds of hours.

That’s the scary part. This wasn’t an accidental piece of sloppy malware, it’s a well-built,
sophisticated threat that could have been developed the old-fashioned way by a full team of
engineers over many weeks. Instead, Al did the heavy lifting in a fraction of the time.

Security researchers are still trying to understand exactly how functional VoidLink is in the real
world, but its rapid development alone is a watershed moment. It signals that Al can now be
weaponized to build more advanced threats faster than ever before and without the huge time
investment we used to assume was required.

Why This Matters for Everyday Online Security

So, what does this mean for you? At a basic level, it’s this. The bar for creating dangerous cyber
threats has just gotten a lot lower. Where hackers once needed programming expertise and time,
now advanced tools can rapidly generate malicious software if guided correctly.

That doesn’t mean your device will suddenly be hacked just by turning it on, modern operating
systems and security tools still block most attacks by design. But it does mean that the pool of
potential attackers is growing, and the threats they produce are getting more complex and harder to
spot.

In practical terms:

e Attackers can produce malware faster than defenders can build protections.

¢ Altools may soon automate more of the hacking process.

¢ Traditional defenses that rely on spotting old patterns might fall behind attackers who can

reinvent their attacks automatically.
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Security experts warn that this trend is likely to continue, and organizations are already pushing to
assess Al risks and use Al defensively to keep up.



Here’s the takeaway: Al doesn’t care whether it’s being used for good or bad, it just follows
instructions. That’s why it’s up to all of us to stay alert, keep our devices and apps updated, use
strong authentication, and be cautious with unexpected links or files. Even the best Al tools on your
side won’t help if attackers outpace defenses with automated malware creation.

In other words, cybersecurity isn’t “set it and forget it.” As threats evolve, so must your habits, from
how you handle email attachments to the way you manage passwords and device security.

Al is amazingly powerful, and yes, for now it’s helping both sides. But your awareness and smart
practices will always be one of your best defenses in a world where malware can now be bornin
days instead of months.

If you want to learn about Al, what it is, where it came from, and get a little more information on how
itis being used by both the good guys and the bad guys, head over to our website,
www.knowphishing.com, and go to our Resource page. We are posting a 10-part series on Al that
you might find interesting. For now, here is a checklist to help you stay safe online.

Use this as a quick self-check. You don’t need to be an expert — just consistent.
Keep Everything Updated
e Turn on automatic updates for your phone, computer, and apps
e Update routers, smart TVs, cameras, and other smart devices too
Slow Down Before You Click
e Be cautious with unexpected emails, texts, or messages
o Don’tclick links or open attachments you weren’t expecting — even if they look
professional
Use Strong, Unique Passwords
e Neverreuse the same password across accounts
e Use a password manager if possible
e Turn on two-factor authentication (2FA) anywhere it’s offered
Be Skeptical of Urgency
e Messages that say “Act now,” “Your account is locked,” or “Final warning” are common red
flags
¢ Whenin doubt, pause and verify through a trusted source
Protect Your Devices
e Use built-in security tools on your phone and computer
e Install reputable antivirus or security software and keep it updated
Trust Your Instincts
o |f something feels “off,” it probably is
e Scammers and malware rely on speed and pressure — awareness slows them down

Bottom line:
Al is making threats faster and more convincing — but staying safe doesn’t require panic. A few
smart habits, done consistently, go a long way in protecting your digital life.






