
 
 
Credit Card Fraud Up 54% 

Credit card fraud has surged 54%, and that’s not just a statistic, it’s a warning. Millions of 
transactions are being probed, tested, and exploited every day. Criminals are no longer guessing 
card numbers one at a time. They’re using automated tools, massive stolen databases, and 
sophisticated phishing campaigns to capture payment information on a huge scale. 

The United States remains one of the biggest targets. With widespread online shopping, stored 
payment methods, and digital wallets, Americans offer a large attack surface. Fraudsters harvest 
card numbers from data breaches, fake shopping websites, phishing emails, and even small 
skimming devices placed at gas pumps and checkout counters. Once stolen, card details can be 
used within minutes, often before the cardholder even realizes anything is wrong. 

So how do you make yourself a harder target? Simple habits matter. Use account alerts so you’re 
notified instantly of charges. Avoid saving card details on unfamiliar websites. Enable multi-factor 
authentication on financial accounts. Review statements regularly. And whenever possible, use 
virtual card numbers and if you are using digital wallets that tokenize your information, make sure 
the device it is stored on is protected and secure. Credit card fraud may be rising fast, but layered 
protection makes you far less attractive to criminals. 

 


