Table of Contents

INTRODUCTION ... 1
About This BoOoK. .. ..o 1
Foolish ASSumptions. . ...t e 2
lcons Used inThiSBOOK . . ... e 3
Beyond the BooK. ... .ot 3
Whereto GofromHere ... 3
PART 1: GETTING STARTED WITH RAISING CHICKENS ..... 5
CHAPTER 1: TheJoy of Chickens....................................... 7
First Things First: Legal Issues . ..., 7
Getting up to Speed ON ZONING .. ...ttt 8
Finding the rightinfo. ... ... ... i i 9
Confronting Restrictions. . ...ttt i 10
Getting Permission ... ... e 10
Presenting a compellingcase .........cooviiiiiiiniinna.. 10
Assessing Your Capabilities . ........... ... o i il 11
TiMe. 11
SPaACE . o et e 12
MONY . et e 12
Determining Your Intentions. .......... ... i i, 13
Want eggs (and, therefore, layers)? ........ ..., 13
Thinking about home-grownmeat? . ................. ... ... .. 13
Enticed by fun and gamesor4-Hand FFA? .. .................. 14
Considering Neighbors. ... ..o 15
cuarrer 2. A Chicken Isn’t Just a Chicken: Your
GuidetoBreeds............................ 17
What You Need to Know: A Brief Synopsis ....................... 18
Common breed terminology . ... 18
How breeds are categorized .......... ..., 20
Sex-linked and autosex breeds............ ... .. i, 21
If You Want It All: Dual-Purpose Breeds. ...............coooviien, 22
For Egg Lovers: Laying Breeds. . .....cvvivine i 23
White-egg layers ... .. e 24
Brown-egg layers. . ..ot e 25
Colored-egg layers. . ...vov i 27
Best Breeds fortheTable........ .. ..o i, 28
ShOW Breeds ... ..ot 30
Perfect for Pets: Bantam Breeds. ......... ...t 32
Heritageand RareBreeds ..........c i 33

Table of Contents  iii



iv

ciaerer3: Buying Chickens ... 35

Planning Your Flock. . ... 35
Deciding what you'll start with: Eggs, chicks, oradults .......... 36
Choosingthe seX . ...t e 38
Getting the right number of chickens. ........................ 39

Counting the CoStS ..ottt e 41

Starting with Chicks. ... ... 42
Wheretogetchicks. ... .ot 42
Whentobuychicks. ... ... 44
Whattolookfor...... ..o 45
Handling chicks . ... .. oo 47

Starting with Adults. ... ..o o 48
Where to buy adult chickens . .......... ... .. L 48
Whattolookfor...... ..o 48
Transporting your birdssafely. . ........ ... .. ... . ... 51

PART 2: CARING FOR YOUR FLOCK: GENERAL
MANAGEMENT . ... 53

cuarrera: COOp, Sweet Coop: Choosing Your

Chickens’Home.......................................... 55
What a Chicken Needs fromaHome............. .. ... ... ... 56
Shelter fromtheweather.............. ... .. . o i i, 56
Heatinthewinter ... ... ... i 57
Relief fromsummerheat.......... ... o ... 57
Protectionfrompredators....... ... ... 58
Enough space to move aboutnormally....................... 59
Sufficient lighting. .. ... 60
Freshair ... o 60
Clean surroundings. . ... v it e 61
Choosing the Right Location ......... .. ..o, 62
Surveying Your Housing Options ............. ..o, 63
Raising chickensincages.......... ..., 64
Using loose indoor housing. ...t 66
Pairing ashelterwitharun ........ ... . .., 66
Offering shelter with free-range access....................... 67
Mobile housing: Tractorsand hoops ..., 68
Choosinga Type of HouSINg ... 71
Housing pets, layers, and meatbirds......................... 72
Housing show birds. ... ... i 72
Considering neighbors and family .............. ... ... .. ... 72
Keeping your chickens safe and healthy ................... ... 72
Factoring yourself into the equation ......................... 73
Should You Buy, Build, or Recycle?......... ..., 73
Making do with whatyou've got . ........ ..., 74

Raising Chickens For Dummies



CHAPTER 5:

CHAPTER 6:

Building fromscratch ... i 74

Figuringoutfencing ....... ... 76
Supporting fencing with posts. . ..., 76
Buying a Chicken Coop. . ..o vtt i e 77
Furnishing Your CoOp . .« oo i et e e 78
Roostand relaxation. ....... ... 78
Featheringtheirnests......... ..o, 80
Settingthetable. ... ... .. i 82
FeedingYourFlock ...................................... 83
Feeding BasiCs . ...ttt e 84
Why you need to manage your birds'diet..................... 84
Knowing what nutrients chickensneed....................... 86
Meeting the Nutritional Needs of Your Specific Chickens........... 88
Laying chickens . ... ... 89
Broiler/meat chickens. ........ ... i 90
Multi-purpose, pet, and show birds . ......................... 91
Knowing when to use medicatedfeeds....................... 91
Adding gritand minerals ......... ... i i 92
Keeping the diet interesting withtreats....................... 93
Foods to avoid feeding chickens atallcosts ................... 95
Selectinga FormofFeed ....... ..o 96
Scratch feed and “textured”feed .......... ... . oL 97
Free-range and pasturefeeding ........... ..o, 97
Homemade or Purchased: Comparing Your Feed Options.......... 98
The virtues of commercialfeed.............. . ... .. ... ... 99
The plain truth about homemadefeed ...................... 100
DecidingWhentoFeed. ... ... ...ttt 101
Determining How MuchtoFeed.............. ... cooviiiiinn.. 102
Hydrating Your Hens (and Roosters) ..., 103
Choosing and Properly Using Feed and Water Containers......... 104
SIZING thiINGS UP .« vt e e 105
Keeping feed in and chickensout........................... 105
Water containers. ... ...t 106
Storing Feed . ...t 108
Controlling Pests and Predators ..................... 109
Keeping Pests Outof the Coop ...t 110
Preventing pests ............ i 110
Identifying and eliminating commonpests................... 111
Fending Off Predators ..........c i 114
Providing safe surroundings ............ooo i 115
Recognizing common chicken predators. .................... 116
Figuring out who's causing trouble.......................... 121
Catching the troublemaker ......... ... ... o i, 123

Table of Contents A"



vi

PART 3: SPECIAL MANAGEMENT CONSIDERATIONS ..... 125

ciarrer 72 Managing Layers and Collecting Eggs............... 127
Knowing What to Expect fromHens. ................ ... .. ... 128
The layerslifecycle. ... 128
Internal factors that influence laying . .......... ... ... .... 129
External factors that influence laying. ................. ... ... 129
Managing Your Hens' Laying Years. . ..., 130
Getting young hensreadytolay.......... ..., 130
Helping your pullets avoid stress ..., 131
Providing encouragement .........ovviitiin i 131
Using lighting to encourage layingtostart ................... 132
Encouraging egg production afterithasbegun............... 132
Retiringold birds. . ...t 134
Collecting, Cleaning, and Assessing Eggs. ..., 134
Getting your eggsinonebasket ............ ... .. il 135
Cleaningyourcache ... 136
Assessingeggquality ... 138
Identifying partsofanegg...........ccoiiiiii i 138
Looking attheinside...... ..o 142
Storingand Handling Eggs. . ... ooviini i 144
Properly storing €8s .. ..o vti it 144
Decidingtodiscard @g8S. . ..o v vvii i 145
Making use of eXCess egE8S. . oo vv v 145
Dealing with Problems and Bad Habits .. ....................... 147
Addressing the failuretolay .......... .. o i, 147
Getting henstolayinanestbox..............oooiivii.. 149
Getting a broody hen to go back to laying.................... 150
Handling hens that break and eateggs...................... 151
CHAPTER 8&: Raising MeatBirds..................................... 153
Consideringthe Options ...ttt 154
Choosing therightbreed ......... ... o i, 155
Choosing therighttime ...... ... i 156
Deciding how many chickenstoraise ....................... 157
Caring formeatchickens ... 158
Planning for Butchering . ... 161
Knowing when your birdsareready. ........................ 162
Deciding whethertodoityourself............ ... ... ...... 163
Hiring Outthe Butchering ........ ... 165
Findingabutcher. ... ... i 165
Knowing whatto expect.........oiiiiiviiniin i, 165
Preparing to Do the Deed Yourself.......... ... ... 167
Choosingthelocation. ... 167
Gathering equipment and supplies ......... ..o, 168

Raising Chickens For Dummies



Play-by-Play of ButcheringDay .........cooviiiiiininen. 172

Choosing the besttimeofday............ ..., 172
Looking at your options: Killing methods .................... 173
Removingthefeathers...... ... ... . i, 176
Cleaning and inspecting the bird ....................... . ... 177
PackagingYourMeat ....... ... i 181
Rinsing and checking the chicken........................... 181
Cuttingupthechicken ...... ... ... i i 182
Avoiding freezeroverload ........ ... i i 182
caerero: Keeping Chickens with Other Poultry .............. 183
Assessing Your FIOCK. .. ... e 184
RaISING DUCKS . .« ot 184
Duck breeds . .. ..ot 185
Basic duck biology and behavior.............. ... .. ... 186
Housing ducks ... ... oot 188
Bathing beauties ....... ... 189
Feedingducks ... ..ot 190
TryiNg TUIKEYS .« vt e e e e e 190
Talking turkey. . ..ot 191
Turkey breeds ... ... 191
Turkey biology and behavior............. ... ... o i, 192
Turkey careandfeeding. ..., 193
Turkey butchering. ... 193
Considering Coturnix Quail . .....coviin i i 194
Quail biology and behavior ......... ... ... i i 195
Acquiring quail. ... 196
Feeding quail ...t 196
Housing quail. ... ..o i e 197
PART 4: KEEPING YOUR CHICKENS HAPPY
AND HEALTHY ... i 199
cwaerer 10: Basic Chicken Biology and Behavior ................ 201
Checking Out a Chicken'sBody . .......c.covviiiiiiiiiinno.. 201
Labeling a Chicken'sMany Parts. ..., 203
Spotting the differences. ... ... . i i 203
Theheadandneck ... ... i 203
The bulkofthebody. ... ... 206
Thelegsandfeet. ... ... 206
Chicken skin . ... 207
Feathers ... o 207
APictureofHealth ....... ... . 209
On Chicken Behavior. .. ... 21
Processinginformation........... ... i i 211

Table of Contents Vi



CoMMUNICAtION . ot e e e e e e 212

Table manners. .. ... 213
SlEePING. . ot 214
SOCIAlIZING . o et 214
Romance. ... ... 215
The celibate hen: Living without a rooster.................... 216
New life . .. 216
Bathtime ... .o 217
CHAPTER 11: Preventing Problems................................... 219
Providing Biosecurity for Your Flock. ........... ... ..o 219
Maintaining biosecurity ............ i 220
Knowing when to quarantine chickens ...................... 220
Keeping Disease and Parasites Away .. ..........ccooiviiinnn.n. 222
GiVINg vacinations . ... ..ot 222
Putting up barriers against parasites........................ 223
Chickensand HumanHealth......... ... . .o oo i, 225
What diseases can people get from chickens? ................ 226
Can chicken parasites affectme? ......... ... ... . oL 226
Sensiblesafetyrules...... ... i 226
Controlling the Environment. ...ttt 227
Cleaning house . ...t i i i 227
Dealing with heat, cold, and dampness...................... 231
Keeping your chickens from poisons........................ 232
Safely Handling Your Flock. ... 233
Catching chickens . ... ..o i 234
Carrying and holding chickens .......... ... ... .. oo 235
Taming chickens . ... .. i 236
DiffuSINg StresSS .« vttt 237
Managingthemolt ... ... ... . i 237
Introducing new birds carefully. .......... ... ... ... L 238
Discouraging bullying behaviors.......... ... ... .. ool 239
Grooming Procedures . ......uvii et 240
Marking birds for easy identification ........................ 241
Trimming long, curlednails . .......... ... oo 241
Trimming wings and other feathers......................... 242
cuaerer 122 Performing Chicken First Aid ......................... 245
Making Decisions about Treatment . .......... ... ... 246
Finding a vetto treat chickens........... ... . ... .. ... 246
Choosing to treatill chickens. ............ ... ..o it 247
Deciding to euthanize chickens.......... ... . ... . ... 247
Treating INjuries. .. ... 248
Giving your bird theonce-over ............ ... .. ... 248
Minimizing shock. ... 248

viii  Raising Chickens For Dummies



Skin injuries, cuts, and puncturewounds ......... ... ... 249

Foot sores (bumblefoot). ... ..o 250
Head injuries ... 251
Broken legs or Wings. ...t 252
Frostbite .. ... 253
Eggbinding. ... i 253
Lash eggs (salpingitis) .. ..o 254
Getting Rid of Parasites .........ccoviiiniiii i 255
Internal parasites. . .....ooiiin i 255
External parasites ...... ..ot 258
Dealing with DiSeases. . .....cvvuiin i 262
Avianorbird flu. ... ..o 263
Avian poX/fOWI POX . v v e 265
E. Coli infections (Colibacillosis). . ....c oo v 265
Fowlcholera. ... ... ..o e 266
Infectious bronchitis, infectious coryza, infectious
laryngotracheitis . ...t 266
Marek's diSease . .. ..vvu i 267
Moniliasis (thrush). .. ... o o e 269
Mycoplasmosis/CRD/air sac disease. . ...........ccoeeunnn... 269
Newcastle disease. . ...t 269
Omphalitis (mushy chick). ......... ... . i i 270
PUllorum . . 270
Administering Medications .............o it 271
EncounteringDeath ...... ... 271
PART 5: THE CYCLE OF LIFE: FROM EGG TO CHICK........ 273
cuarrer 13: Making More Chickens ................................ 275
Rooster or Hen?. .. ... 275
Sexingyoungchickens ............ i i 276
Sexing mature chickens ......... ... i 277
Reviewing the Reproductive System. ........... ..o, 278
ROOSEErS ..o 278
Hens. ..o 279
Howaneggforms. ... ..ot 280
Sperm Meets Egg: Fertilization ........... ... i, 280
Reproductive Behavior. ... 281
Courtshipand mating. ...t 281
Nesting and brooding behavior. ........... ... ... ... ... 282
Mating Methods. . ... oot 283
Flock mating. ...t 283
Pairandtriomating ........ ...t 284
Artificial insemination.......... .. ... 285

Table of Contents  iX



X

Selecting Birds for Breeding .........c.c.cooiiiiiiiiiiii 285

Choosing the right combinations ........................... 285
Producing purebred chickens .......... ... o il 286
Inbreeding . ... ..t 287
Producing hybrids .. . ... 287
Producing sex-linked chickens. .......... ... .. ... . oL 288
Breeding autosex chickens ........ ... . i 289
Getting Birds ReadytoBreed ........ ... 290
Feeding future parents. ........ooiiiiiin it 290
Maintaining lighting and temperature....................... 291
cuaerer 14: INCubating Eggs and Hatching Chicks............... 293
Making More Chicks: Incubation Basics. ............. ...t 294
Finding and storing fertileeggs. .. ... i 294
Taking care of fertile eggs before incubation ................. 295
How a Chick IsMade. ... ... ot e 296
Egg ultrasound: Candlinganegg. ..........ovviiinneinn... 297
Stages of embryonicgrowth ............ . ... . i 297
Helloworld! . ... 299
Playing doctor: Helping a chick hatch........................ 300
Choosing Your Incubation Method. . .......... ... ..o, 301
Relyingonmotherhens.......... ... ... 302
Using an incubator to hatcheggs............. ...t 309
CHAPTER 15: Raising Chicks ... ... .. . 319
The Basics of Brooders. ... 320
Buying a Commercial Brooder ......... ... oo, 320
Making Your Own Brooder ..........couuiiiiiiinneiinaennn. 321
Choosing the brooder sizeandshape .................... ... 322
Building the body of the brooder ........................... 322
Heating and Lighting the Brooder............ .. ... oo, 323
Using a heat lamp with a reflector light...................... 324
Using heaterpanels ... i 326
Getting the temperaturejustright........... ... ... ... ..., 327
Gauging temperature by your chicks’ behavior ............... 328
Lightingthe brooder...... ... i 329
Choosing brooderbedding ................ i, 329
Putting safety first. ...t 330
Helping aHen Raise Chicks . ......... oo 331
Getting Ready for Chicks ... 332
Starter feed choices ....... .. oo 332
Medicatedfeed ... ...t 333
The feed and waterdishes. ........... ... i .. 334

Raising Chickens For Dummies



Putting Chicks in Your Brooder............. .o, 335

Whattodothefirsthour........ ... .o i i 336
Getting the chicks settled in.............. ... .o, 336
Spotting health troubles. . ......... ... o i 337
Trimming beaks. ... ..o 337
Preventing disease ..ot 338
Watching the Stagesof Growth. ........ ... .. oo, 338
One month: TWEeN-agerS. ..o vttt 339

Six weeks to maturity: Teenagers........coovvineinennean.. 339

I'm a big chicken now: Young adulthood ..................... 340
Chicksand Children ... ... i 340
Human healthissues ...... ... ... . i i 341
Lessonsonproperhandling ..., 342
PART6: THEPARTOFTENS.....................ooii. 343
cuaerer 16 T€N Tips for Healthy, Stress-Free Chickens . ... . ... 345
ChoosetheRightBreed ......... ...t 345
Set Up Suitable Housing. . ... 346
Supplement Lighting When Needed. ........................... 346
CoNtrol PestsS ..ot 347
Protect against Predators. . ...t 348
Control Parasites. . ..ot 348
VaCCinate. . .ot 349
Feed aWell-Balanced Diet . ........ ..o, 349
Provide Enough CleanWater........ ..., 350
Use QUarantings . ... e 350

CHAPTER 17:

Ten Reasons Why Raising Chickens

ISAwesome.................. 351
Calming Your Soul. ... 351
Developing a Family Hobby . .......... ... . o i 352
Connecting Youtoa Community ........coviinninneinnennn.n. 352
SaVING MONBY. . ottt 353
Feeling Prepared . . ...t e 353
ControllingWhat You Eat. . ...t 354
Insuring Humane Treatment. ..., 354
Preserving DIVersSity . ...t 355
Reducing Pollution . ... ... o e 356
Helping the Local Economy . ...t 356
.............................................................. 357

Table of Contents  Xi






