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CULTURE
The etiquette of wealth in the DMV: Less flaunting, more power

In the DC region, it's not always easy to spot the rich and powerful.

By David Hodes | December 5, 2019 at 9:49 am
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In this town, where many successful careers are built on answering to
constituents or interest groups, flaunting your wealth is generally frowned upon.

“Showing your wealth here is more rare than not,” says Barry Glassman, founder
and president of Glassman Wealth Services, a Tysons-based financial planning
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firm. “When we think about pockets of wealth in various areas of the country, we
think of what makes great headlines or Instagram posts. But the norm for most
people here is to keep it relatively private to the point where some people, even
some of our well-to-do clients, don’t even view themselves as wealthy.”

Of course, that doesn’t mean the region’s wealthiest residents aren’t spending
their money. It just means they’re not doing it with flash (think more Mercedes
SUVs in McLean, not Bugattis in Beverly Hills).

Besides, says Lauren Rothman, a local stylist, author and fashion expert who
outfits many of the region’s rich and famous, wealth here is often defined by
access to power, not your bank account.

“Flaunting your wealth is not what true wealth is about here,” says Rothman.
“Wealth is not about spending money and showing it off, because the true key to
success here is power. That power may have wealth as a component, but that
power has connections. It’s a long-term game here in terms of accumulating
wealth and keeping it quiet,” Rothman says.

But, in enclaves like McLean, where many of the region’s wealthiest reside, you
can find a window into that world of rarefied air.

“In McLean,” says Rothman. “Everyone is living their best life privately in their
own home. So, you walk into a McLean home and you find the community is in
their home—the chef, the driver, the household staff.”

Amenities in particularly high-end NoVA neighborhoods also offer insights into
the world of the wealthy. The Giant supermarket in McLean, for example, offers
valet parking.

“But you would never suspect who is the wealthiest customer in the store just by
looking at who is walking around,” Rothman says. “You walk in and you will not
see any customers sporting designer fashion.”

For those who need even closer proximity to DC, a city pied-a-terre can be a
status symbol.
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“A family in McLean or Great Falls wants four seasons of clothing in their home
here and their apartment in CityCenterDC,” says Rothman. “They are not showy
about it, they just don’t have time to do packing. And these places may be only 20
to 40 minutes away from each other. To have two places so close together is
clearly an expression of wealth, but it’s something that no one would talk about.”

Over-displays may be the exception (this is the town, after all, where Dan Snyder,
spent millions of dollars on a custom yacht with an IMAX theater on board), but
you’re unlikely to get a behind-the-scenes look on social media.

“It’s about what is more unique, like having a certain custom-made car and being
one of only a select few in the world to be able to afford that opportunity,” says
Rothman. “That is more interesting than flaunting. It’s a private experience.”

This post originally appeared in our December 2019 issue as part of the “State
of the Salary” cover story. For more cultural reads, subscribe to our
newsletters.

TRENDING IN NOVA

11 Northern What’s New and Shoppers Take This Arlington
Virginia Coming Soon to Note: New Neighborhood
Restaurants Dulles Town  Stores, Ranked as the
That Have Center? Restaurants Are Best Place to
Recently Closed Opening Soon Live in America

in Fairfax
Corner

https://northernvirginiamag.com/culture/2019/12/05/the-etiquette-of-wealth-in-the-dmv-less-flaunting-more-power/ 4717


https://northernvirginiamag.com/in-this-issue/
https://northernvirginiamag.com/newsletter/
https://northernvirginiamag.com/food-and-drink/food-news/2025/03/28/11-northern-virginia-restaurants-that-have-recently-closed/
https://northernvirginiamag.com/food-and-drink/food-news/2025/03/28/11-northern-virginia-restaurants-that-have-recently-closed/
https://northernvirginiamag.com/food-and-drink/food-news/2025/03/28/11-northern-virginia-restaurants-that-have-recently-closed/
https://northernvirginiamag.com/food-and-drink/food-news/2025/03/28/11-northern-virginia-restaurants-that-have-recently-closed/
https://northernvirginiamag.com/food-and-drink/food-news/2025/03/28/11-northern-virginia-restaurants-that-have-recently-closed/
https://northernvirginiamag.com/style/shopping/2025/03/28/whats-new-and-coming-soon-to-dulles-town-center/
https://northernvirginiamag.com/style/shopping/2025/03/28/whats-new-and-coming-soon-to-dulles-town-center/
https://northernvirginiamag.com/style/shopping/2025/03/28/whats-new-and-coming-soon-to-dulles-town-center/
https://northernvirginiamag.com/style/shopping/2025/03/28/whats-new-and-coming-soon-to-dulles-town-center/
https://northernvirginiamag.com/style/shopping/2025/03/28/shoppers-take-note-new-stores-restaurants-are-opening-soon-in-fairfax-corner/
https://northernvirginiamag.com/style/shopping/2025/03/28/shoppers-take-note-new-stores-restaurants-are-opening-soon-in-fairfax-corner/
https://northernvirginiamag.com/style/shopping/2025/03/28/shoppers-take-note-new-stores-restaurants-are-opening-soon-in-fairfax-corner/
https://northernvirginiamag.com/style/shopping/2025/03/28/shoppers-take-note-new-stores-restaurants-are-opening-soon-in-fairfax-corner/
https://northernvirginiamag.com/style/shopping/2025/03/28/shoppers-take-note-new-stores-restaurants-are-opening-soon-in-fairfax-corner/
https://northernvirginiamag.com/style/shopping/2025/03/28/shoppers-take-note-new-stores-restaurants-are-opening-soon-in-fairfax-corner/
https://northernvirginiamag.com/style/shopping/2025/03/28/shoppers-take-note-new-stores-restaurants-are-opening-soon-in-fairfax-corner/
https://northernvirginiamag.com/news/2025/03/24/this-arlington-neighborhood-ranked-as-the-best-place-to-live-in-america/
https://northernvirginiamag.com/news/2025/03/24/this-arlington-neighborhood-ranked-as-the-best-place-to-live-in-america/
https://northernvirginiamag.com/news/2025/03/24/this-arlington-neighborhood-ranked-as-the-best-place-to-live-in-america/
https://northernvirginiamag.com/news/2025/03/24/this-arlington-neighborhood-ranked-as-the-best-place-to-live-in-america/
https://northernvirginiamag.com/news/2025/03/24/this-arlington-neighborhood-ranked-as-the-best-place-to-live-in-america/

4/2/25, 8:23 PM How to spot the wealthy in the DMV region

Our Top Stories In Your Inbox

Our newsletters delivered weekly.

Feeds

YOU MAY ALSO LIKE
Meet MSNBC’s Mika Brzezinski

Can You Decipher These Virginia Vanity
License Plates?

How Many Virginia State Symbols Do
You Know?

NorthernVirginia

https://northernvirginiamag.com/culture/2019/12/05/the-etiquette-of-wealth-in-the-dmv-less-flaunting-more-power/ 5/7


https://northernvirginiamag.com/newsletter/
https://northernvirginiamag.com/feed/
https://feedly.com/i/subscription/feed%2Fhttp%3A%2F%2Fwww.northernvirginiamag.com%2Ffeed%2F
https://northernvirginiamag.com/culture/2025/04/02/meet-msnbcs-mika-brzezinski/
https://northernvirginiamag.com/culture/2025/04/02/meet-msnbcs-mika-brzezinski/
https://northernvirginiamag.com/culture/2025/04/02/meet-msnbcs-mika-brzezinski/
https://northernvirginiamag.com/culture/2025/04/02/can-you-decipher-these-virginia-vanity-license-plates/
https://northernvirginiamag.com/culture/2025/04/02/can-you-decipher-these-virginia-vanity-license-plates/
https://northernvirginiamag.com/culture/2025/04/02/can-you-decipher-these-virginia-vanity-license-plates/
https://northernvirginiamag.com/culture/2025/04/02/can-you-decipher-these-virginia-vanity-license-plates/
https://northernvirginiamag.com/culture/2025/03/19/how-many-virginia-state-symbols-do-you-know/
https://northernvirginiamag.com/culture/2025/03/19/how-many-virginia-state-symbols-do-you-know/
https://northernvirginiamag.com/culture/2025/03/19/how-many-virginia-state-symbols-do-you-know/
https://northernvirginiamag.com/culture/2025/03/19/how-many-virginia-state-symbols-do-you-know/
https://northernvirginiamag.com/

4/2/25,8:23 PM

How to spot the wealthy in the DMV region

11E

COMPANY

ABOUT US
ADVERTISING
WRITER'S GUIDELINES
INTERNSHIPS
TERMS OF USE

MAGAZINE

MAGAZINE
SUBSCRIPTION
NEWSLETTER
BACK ISSUES

TALKTO US

CONTACT US
SUBMIT AN EVENT
TWITTER
FACEBOOK
INSTAGRAM

SHOPPING

SUBSCRIPTION

BACK ISSUES
PLAQUES

REALTOR CLIENT GIFT SUBSCRIPTIONS

ON NEWSSTANDS NOW

https://northernvirginiamag.com/culture/2019/12/05/the-etiquette-of-wealth-in-the-dmv-less-flaunting-more-power/

6/7


https://twitter.com/NorthernVaMag
https://twitter.com/NorthernVaMag
https://www.facebook.com/NorthernVirginiaMag/
https://www.facebook.com/NorthernVirginiaMag/
https://www.instagram.com/northernvirginiamag/
https://www.instagram.com/northernvirginiamag/
https://northernvirginiamag.com/about/
https://northernvirginiamag.com/advertising/
https://northernvirginiamag.com/writers-guidelines/
https://northernvirginiamag.com/northern-virginia-magazine-internship-application/
https://northernvirginiamag.com/terms-of-use/
https://northernvirginiamag.secure.darwin.cx/I34AWEBN
https://northernvirginiamag.secure.darwin.cx/I34AWEBN
https://northernvirginiamag.com/newsletter/
https://shop.northernvirginiamag.com/collections/back-issues?sort_by=created-descending
https://northernvirginiamag.com/contact-us/
https://northernvirginiamag.com/things-to-do/submit-an-event/
https://twitter.com/NorthernVaMag
https://www.facebook.com/NorthernVirginiaMag/
https://www.instagram.com/northernvirginiamag/
https://northernvirginiamag.secure.darwin.cx/I34AWEBN
https://shop.northernvirginiamag.com/collections/back-issues?sort_by=created-descending
https://shop.northernvirginiamag.com/collections/plaques?sort_by=title-descending
https://shop.northernvirginiamag.com/products/northern-virginia-magazine-2021-client-gift-subscription-program

4/2/25, 8:23 PM How to spot the wealthy in the DMV region

Copyright © 2025 Northern Virginia Magazine
This site is protected by reCAPTCHA and the Google Privacy Policy and Terms of Service apply.

https://northernvirginiamag.com/culture/2019/12/05/the-etiquette-of-wealth-in-the-dmv-less-flaunting-more-power/ 7/7


https://policies.google.com/privacy
https://policies.google.com/terms

