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St. Katharine Drexel: Patron Saint of Philanthropy and Selfless Giving

St. Katharine Drexel, canonized in 2000, stands as a powerful example of faith-driven
philanthropy and unwavering commitment to the marginalized. Born into immense wealth, she
chose to dedicate her life and resources to serving Native American and African American
communities, embodying the essence of Catholic stewardship. Her story inspires us to view our
blessings not as possessions, but as opportunities to serve others.

Early Life and Formation

Katharine Drexel was born in 1858 into one of the wealthiest families in Philadelphia. Despite her
privileged upbringing, she was instilled with a strong sense of responsibility and faith by her
devout Catholic parents. Her family’s acts of charity—from opening their home to the poor to
distributing food and clothing—left a lasting impression on young Katharine.

A turning point came during a family trip to Europe, where she met Pope Leo XIII and asked him
to send missionaries to help Native Americans. His response challenged her: “Why don’t you
become a missionary?” This question planted the seed for her lifelong mission of service.

Mission and Philanthropy

St. Katharine Drexel could have lived a life of luxury, but she chose a different path. After her
parents’ passing, she inherited a vast fortune, equivalent to hundreds of millions of dollars today.
Instead of using this wealth for personal gain, she invested it in establishing schools, missions
and churches for marginalized communities.

In 1891, Katharine took her final vows as a nun and founded the Sisters of the Blessed Sacrament.
Over the next several decades, she used her inheritance to fund over 60 schools and missions,
including Xavier University of Louisiana, the first Catholic university for African Americans. Her
efforts were groundbreaking, providing education and opportunities to communities that had
been historically excluded.

Spiritual Legacy

Katharine’s philanthropic work was deeply rooted in her spirituality. She viewed her wealth as a
gift from God, entrusted to her for the purpose of serving others. Her life exemplifies the
Catholic teaching that material blessings should be used to build a more just and compassionate
world.

In 2000, Pope John Paul II canonized her as a saint, recognizing her tireless work for racial
equality and her dedication to the Eucharist. She is now celebrated as the patron saint of
philanthropy and racial justice, her life a testament to the power of faith in action.

Modern-Day Relevance
St. Katharine Drexel’s legacy continues to resonate today. Her example challenges us to reflect
on how we use our resources—be they financial, spiritual or personal—to uplift those in need.

St. Katharine Drexel: Patron Saint of Philanthropy and Selfless Giving pg.1
OrangeCatholicFoundation.org | 714.282.3021 | info@OrangeCatholicFoundation.org




aiteik  Faith, Family & FINANCES

Charitable giving strategies benefiting you, your family and the Church.

For modern philanthropists, her life underscores the importance of aligning generosity with
purpose and faith. Her story also serves as a call to action for Catholics to address systemic
inequalities. Whether through financial contributions, volunteerism, or advocacy, we can honor
her legacy by continuing the work she began.

A Legacy of Selfless Giving

St. Katharine Drexel transformed her immense wealth into a tool for change, using it to uplift
marginalized communities and advance the mission of the Church. Her life reminds us that true
philanthropy is not just about giving, but about serving with humility and love.

As we reflect on her legacy, may we be inspired to follow her example—to see our blessings as
opportunities to serve and to live lives rooted in faith and generosity.

St. Katharine Drexel, pray for us.
If you feel inspired to carry out your modern-day sainthood through philanthropy, The Orange

Catholic Foundation is here to help! Contact the OCF philanthropy team at 714.282.3021 or
info@OrangeCatholicFoundation.org.

Please note The Orange Catholic Foundation does not provide tax, legal or accounting advice. This material is
prepared and made available for informational purposes only.
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