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1. APR = Annual Percentage Rate. Rates subject to change.  
See Credit Union for details.

2. A recreational vehicle is defined as a motorized or towable vehicle that 
combines transportation and temporary living quarters for travel, recreation, 
and camping. RVs do not include mobile homes, off-road vehicles, 
snowmobiles, or conversion vehicles. NCPD FCU offers repayment terms  
up to 120 months (10 years) for boats and RVs. The combined length  
of the loan term and the age of the boat or RV cannot exceed 11 years.

Visit Us at Our Two Locations

1490 Franklin Avenue 
Mineola, NY 
516-938-3339

777 Old Country Road 
Plainview, NY 
516-938-0300

Your Next Adventure 
Starts Here.
Finance Your RV or Boat.
Whether you’re planning weekends at the 
campground or days on the water, an NCPD 
FCU Recreational Vehicle Loan can help make it 
happen. Enjoy competitive rates,1 flexible terms, 
and financing for qualifying boats and RVs.2

Visit ncpdfcu.org/borrow/rec/ to explore  
your options and apply today.

https://www.ncpdfcu.org
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I hope everyone had a safe and enjoyable 
summer with their families and friends. As we 
head into the fall, I want to thank our Detectives 
for the hard work you continue to do every day. 
The DAI will continue reminding every elected 
official and Department brass that when they 
say, over and over again, that “Nassau County is 
the safest county in America,” there is a reason 
they are able to make that claim: Nassau County 
Detectives solve 80% of all major crimes 
committed in this County. That fact cannot be 
overlooked. Our Detectives play a critical role 
in keeping Nassau County safe, and that work 
needs to be recognized, supported, and properly 
compensated. 

Our Political Action Committee is working hard 
to determine which candidates will receive the 
DAI’s endorsement. I want to thank our 1st Vice 
President and PAC Chairman, Chris Kelly, who 
leads our statewide PAC efforts, along with Sgt. 
at Arms Joe Philbin, Trustee Sean Keefe, and 

Delegates Tom Leavey, Taylor Nardo, and Dan 
Kennedy for their hard work and commitment 
to the PAC Committee. An endorsement from 
the DAI is extremely valuable, and candidates 
seeking our support need to understand the 
issues currently facing the Detective Division. 
More importantly, they need to demonstrate a 
strong willingness to work with us to address 
those issues, correct the problems that continue 
to impact recruitment and retention, and 
help restore the Detective Division to its full 
authorized strength of 360 Detectives.

September 11th marks the 25th anniversary 
of the worst terror attacks on our country. We 
must never forget those we lost, those who 
responded, and those who continue to live with 
the consequences of that attack.

On September 28th, we will hold our 2nd 
Annual Away DAI Montauk Golf Outing, 
and on October 29th, our 52nd Annual Law 
Enforcement Night Gala. Congratulations in 
advance to this year’s honorees. I look forward 
to seeing everyone at both events.

I also extend my condolences to the family of 
Police Officer Michael Mendolia, who recently 
passed unexpectedly. We have to take care of 
each other when tragedy strikes our Blue Family, 
it’s all that matters!

As the PBA continues negotiating a new contract, 
which could potentially set a pattern for the 
DAI and SOA, I have had several conversations 
with County Executive Blakeman and Deputy 
County Executive Fox regarding the current 
state of the Detective Division. Following the 

buyout, we are down to approximately 295 
Detectives, compared to more than 334 prior to 
the buyout—the highest number of Detectives 
we had on record in more than five years. I have 
also had several meetings with the County to 
make sure they fully understand and recognize 
the issues that continue to disincentivize Police 
Officers from putting in for the Detective 
Division. Addressing those issues and securing 
the best possible contract for our members is the 
number one priority for me and the entire DAI 
Board.

My message to the County has been simple: 
no one should be expected to do more work 
for less compensation. Detectives carry 
an enormous amount of responsibility and 
workload, more than any other sworn member 
of service and our compensation needs to reflect 
the value of the work we perform.

Rest assured, we are committed to getting our 
members a great contract, and I am fully prepared 
to walk through the door and negotiate when 
that time comes. Until then, I ask everyone to 
rely on official DAI communications rather than 
rumors or speculation. If you have questions or 
concerns, attend an Open Meeting, stop by the 
Union office, or call me or any member of the 
DAI Board.

My door is open and my phone is always on. If 
you need something, call.

Wear your vest and watch each other’s backs 
in the field!

Detectives’ Association Inc. 
Police Department, County of Nassau

777 Old Country Rd., Suite 202 • Plainview, NY 11803
516-681-8442 • Fax: 516-681-8446
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I hope everyone enjoyed a great summer and 
had some time to relax with family and friends.
As we head into the fall, I wanted to give our 
active and retired members a brief update on 
some of the political and legislative issues we 
continue to work on.

Albany remains one of our top priorities. 
Much of what happens there directly affects 
our careers, pensions, families, retirees, and, 
ultimately, public safety.

I am proud to serve on the legislative committee 
of the Police Conference of New York (PCNY), 
which represents more than 50,000 law 
enforcement members across New York State. 
Working together with PCNY and our fellow law 
enforcement unions gives us a much stronger 
voice in Albany. We work hard to ensure that 
legislators understand how their decisions affect 
not only police officers and detectives, but also 
the safety of the communities we serve.

Our priorities continue to include Tier 6 pension 
reform, disability protections, military service 
credit, overtime and pension equity, protecting 
our members’ rights, and legislation concerning 
the release of unfounded or unsubstantiated 
disciplinary complaints.

We have also spent considerable time meeting 
with elected officials and candidates from both 
sides of the aisle. I have always believed that our 
job as a union is not about whether someone 
is a Republican or a Democrat. It is about who 
supports our detectives, law enforcement, 
public safety, and the pensions and benefits our 
members have earned.

We may not agree with every elected official on 
every issue, but we need to have a seat at the 
table. I will continue working with PCNY, our 
fellow unions, and elected officials throughout 
New York to ensure that the voices of Nassau 
County detectives are heard.

Thank you to our active members, who 
continue to do an incredible job every day, and 
to our retired members, who helped build this 
Association into what it is today.

I hope everyone had a great summer, and I look 
forward to seeing everyone at our Montauk 
Golf Outing in September. It is always one of 
my favorite weekends of the year and a great 
opportunity to bring our active and retired 
members together.

Stay safe, and I’ll see you in Montauk.

OPEN MEETING SCHEDULE 2026 

1700hrs – VFW – Levittown 

55 Hickory Lane 
*LOCATION AND DATES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE 

 
SEPTEMBER 24, 2026 

 

OCTOBER 29, 2026 
(Law Enforcement Night) 

 

NOVEMBER 19, 2026 

 

DECEMBER 1, 2026 
(DAI Holiday Party) 
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2nd Vice President... Ryan Lunt

I hope everyone had a safe and enjoyable 
summer. As we head into the fall, I wanted 
to take a moment to update the membership 
on several issues that have continued to arise 
and to remind everyone of the importance of 
protecting themselves both on and off duty.
One thing I cannot stress enough is the 
importance of contacting the association early 
when a problem develops. Whether you are 
contacted by IAU, directed to appear before 
MAO, involved in a disciplinary matter, or 
believe a contractual issue has occurred, please 
notify a delegate as soon as possible. The earlier 
we are made aware of a situation, the better 
opportunity we have to provide guidance and 
representation.

I also want to remind everyone to be extremely 
careful when communicating through group 
text messages, group chats, and social media 
platforms. What may seem like a private 
conversation among friends or coworkers can 
very quickly become part of a Department 
investigation. Screenshots can be taken, 
messages can be forwarded, and comments 
made in a private group can ultimately 
be reviewed by supervisors or IAU. Even 

messages intended as jokes, sarcasm, or casual 
conversation can look very different when 
viewed without context. Members should 
understand that there is no guarantee anything 
written electronically will remain private. Before 
sending a message, especially one involving 
another member, a supervisor, a department 
matter, an ongoing investigation, or anything 
that could be considered inappropriate or 
unprofessional. Take a moment to consider how 
that message would look if it were being read 
during a department interview or disciplinary 
proceeding. Once something is written and sent, 
you lose control over where it may ultimately 
end up.

We have also continued to see issues involving 
members who have documented line-of-duty 
injuries. Members should remain aware that 
investigators, including Triad investigators, 
may conduct surveillance or otherwise monitor 
individuals with documented injuries. This can 
occur whether a member is out of work, on 
restricted duty, or has returned to full duty while 
still having an active or documented injury. It is 
extremely important that members follow the 
restrictions provided by their physicians and 
make sure their activities are consistent with 
the medical documentation associated with 
their injury. Something that may seem harmless 
in everyday life can be viewed differently if it 
appears inconsistent with a claimed injury or 
medical restriction. If you have questions about 
what you should or should not be doing while 
dealing with a line-of-duty injury, speak with 
your physician, workers’ compensation attorney, 
and a union representative.

The same caution applies to sick leave and MAO 
matters. Maintain your medical documentation, 
follow Department sick leave procedures, and be 
mindful that home visits can occur. If you are 

directed to appear before MAO or the Police 
Surgeon and have concerns about the process or 
determination, contact us immediately.

When it comes to IAU or any interview 
that could potentially result in discipline, 
preparation remains critical. Review your 
reports and relevant paperwork, understand 
the circumstances surrounding the matter, 
and notify a delegate before participating in an 
interview whenever appropriate. Do not assume 
that an informal conversation cannot develop 
into something more serious.

As everyone is aware, our collective bargaining 
agreement has expired, and securing a contract 
remains one of the highest priorities. While 
talks are currently happening with the PBA, we 
continue preparing so that the DAI is positioned 
to move forward when the appropriate time 
comes.  Contract negotiations require patience, 
unity, and discretion. I encourage everyone 
to rely on official communications from the 
association rather than rumors or incomplete 
information. We will continue to keep the 
membership informed whenever there is 
substantive information that can responsibly be 
shared. 

As we move into the fall, I encourage everyone 
to continue looking out for one another. We 
all understand the demands and pressures that 
come with this job. If you see a fellow member 
dealing with an issue, remind them that they 
do not have to handle it alone. Our job as an 
association is to protect our members, enforce 
our contractual rights, and make sure everyone 
receives the representation they are entitled to.

Stay safe and watch each other’s backs 

If you are not receiving 
DAI e-mails,

please register at 
www.ncpddai.com

https://www.ncpddai.com


7

Treasurer Eric E. Sperling

Hello, all. I hope everyone had a great, fun, 
and safe summer with their loved ones. The 
statement, “The older you get, the faster time 
goes,” couldn’t be truer. This summer really flew 
by. The kids are getting ready for school, and I’m 
sure most parents are celebrating having a little 
break, lol.

PAC season is in full swing, and November is 
going to be here before we know it. Hopefully, 
the correct people get elected across the board. 
Our PAC Committee, headed by our 1st VP, 
Chris Kelly, has been working hard to make sure 
our voice is heard.

Speaking of time flying by, September 11th is 

less than two weeks away, and this being the 
25th anniversary, you really should be doing 
your part to make sure your friends and family 
get out to vote and keep the people in their seats 
who want to keep the American way of life the 
same and not become a lawless, socialist society, 
which has NEVER worked anywhere in the 
world throughout history.

We need to keep the memory of all those who 
lost their lives on that beautiful September 
day alive and pray that nothing like that ever 
happens again in our country or anywhere in 
this world. I, along with many of you, was down 
there digging and seeing so many of my friends 
and former coworkers who are still dealing with 
the effects or who have unfortunately passed due 
to illnesses because of that attack. It stays very 
much in my mind and prayers.

Our contract expired, as we all know, this 
summer, and your Union is working day in 
and day out to make sure we get the best deal 
possible. Of course, if any of you have any 
questions or concerns, please feel free to come 
to our Open Meetings, come to our office, or 
simply call us.

On a lighter note, Monday, September 28th, is 
your Away DAI Montauk Golf Outing, the 2nd 
Annual. Guys still talk about the first one last 
year and how much fun it was, so I hope you 

signed up and enjoy this event.

October 29th is our 52nd Annual Law 
Enforcement Night Gala. An early 
congratulations to all the recipients!

Congratulations as well to all members who 
have welcomed children into their families this 
year.

I want to extend my condolences to all those 
who have lost family members this past year, 
especially the family of Police Officer Michael 
Mendolia, who recently passed unexpectedly. 
My prayers are with all of you and your families.
Sadly, year to date, there have been 62 line-of-
duty deaths in our country. Please watch the 
backs of our brothers and sisters in blue.

Keep up the hard work!! My door is always 
open, and my phone is always on if anyone ever 
needs anything.

God Bless, and stay safe!

Recording Secretary Vincent Chiarelli

Hope everyone had a great summer!

We had a once-in-a-career opportunity to attend 
President Trump’s event at the Police Academy. 
It was very well attended by our union as we 
showed our support for President Trump and 
County Executive Blakeman.

As our contract negotiations begin to heat up, 
please remember: if it doesn’t come directly 
from the DAI, it is simply a rumor.

As of now, the PBA is actively negotiating with 
the County. We will give them ample time to 
work toward securing a contract, and the DAI 
will follow with our negotiations once they have 
reached an agreement. If, for any reason, the 
PBA is unable to come to an agreement with the 
County and reaches an impasse, and the County 
Executive turns to the DAI to negotiate, we are 
prepared for that scenario. Hopefully, it does not 
come to that, and we are hopeful the PBA does 
well in their negotiations.

Chris Kelly and the PAC Committee have been 
conducting candidate interviews, which are 
extremely important in determining who we 
endorse going forward. We have a lot at stake, 
especially while being out of contract, and Chris 
and the committee have been working extremely 
hard throughout the interview process to make 

sure each candidate is thoroughly vetted.

Congratulations to everyone whose children 
were awarded scholarships! Please make sure to 
submit your tuition receipts so we can get your 
checks out to you.

A FEW DATES TO SAVE:

2nd Annual Montauk Golf Outing:
September 28–30

Law Enforcement Night: Thursday, 
October 29

2nd Annual Kids Lunch with Santa: 
Saturday November 14

Looking forward to seeing everyone as we head 
into a busy fall. Stay safe!
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The Law Offices of McIntyre, Donohue,
Accardi, Salmonson, & Riordan, LLP

are proud to support 

The Nassau County
Detectives’ Association

WE ARE HERE FOR YOU!

SPECIALIZING IN:
WORKERS’ COMPENSATION
DISABILITY PENSION 
SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY

866.557.7500
P R O T E C T I N G  W O R K E R S  T H R O U G H O U T  N Y  S T A T E

CALL US TODAY FOR A FREE CONSULTATION!

inquire@licomplaw.com licomplaw.com

http://www.licomplaw.com
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Sergeant at Arms Joseph A. Philbin

We are already at the end of summer, and 
somehow it feels like it just started. I’ve had the 
opportunity to see many of you at events or 
while making the rounds through the squads. 
Your hard work does not go unnoticed. The DAI 
continues to remind everyone we meet that if you 
enjoy living and working in the safest county in 
America, thank a detective.

Once again, we have begun the work of our 
Political Action Committee as we determine 
which candidates we will support in the 
upcoming election cycle. Our 1st Vice President, 
Chris Kelly, leads our statewide PAC efforts, while 
I lead our local PAC.

At the time of this writing, we have completed 

three days of meetings and face-to-face interviews 
with candidates seeking the DAI’s endorsement. 
But the work begins long before anyone sits down 
at the table with us. We conduct a thorough review 
of each candidate, including their voting record, 
legislation they have sponsored or supported, 
public statements, interviews, and social media.
With some candidates, the process is relatively 
straightforward. They have consistently supported 
law enforcement, stood with our members, and 
backed the issues important to us. With others, 
there is more work to do. We may find legislation 
they have supported that concerns us, votes that 
run contrary to our interests, or public statements 
that require an explanation.

That is where the face-to-face interview becomes 
so important. We don’t shy away from difficult 
questions. If a candidate has supported legislation 
we oppose or taken a position that concerns 
us, we put it directly in front of them and give 
them the opportunity to explain their position. 
Those conversations can be tough, but that is 
exactly what this process is supposed to be. 
An endorsement from the DAI should mean 
something, and candidates seeking it should 
understand who we represent and what matters 
to our members.

This election cycle brings a significant amount 
of work. Races include Governor, the State 
Legislature, Congress, Town Supervisors, and 
the County Legislature. Regardless of the office, 
we continue to drive home the same message: we 
have a shortage of detectives, and we need their 
help making Detective one of the most desirable 
positions on this job. We want to know what 

each candidate is prepared to do to support our 
members, protect the work we perform, and 
address the issues affecting detectives and their 
families.

Once we publish our endorsements, we ask that 
you take them seriously. Every member has their 
own political beliefs, and we respect that. At the 
same time, our endorsement process is focused 
on the interests of our membership rather than 
simply the letter next to a candidate’s name.

Both political parties have taken actions that have 
been contrary to our interests. We all remember 
2020, the push from the left to defund the police, 
and the repeal of 50-a. We should also remember 
that policies supported by the right have 
contributed to issues such as Tier 6 and precinct 
closures. That history is exactly why our PAC 
evaluates candidates based on their records, their 
positions, and what they are prepared to do for 
our members—not simply their party affiliation.

Our strength comes from our solidarity and our 
ability to speak with one voice. When elected 
officials understand that the DAI stands together, 
they understand that our endorsement, our 
support, and our membership carry weight.

Thank you for everything you continue to do 
every day. I look forward to seeing you all soon.

Trustee’s Corner... Thomas A Roche

Summer is full swing and I hope you are taking 
the time to enjoy it.  

For those who attended to Trump event, it was 
a once in a lifetime opportunity and something 
people are still speaking about and will into the 
future.

I know the talk in the squads is currently that we 
are out of contract. Rest assured the board is ready 
to speak to the county when the opportunity 
arises. These type of things to time and should 
not be rushed to assure that we are obtain the 
best possible deal that the men and women in 
this division work so hard for. People keep asking 
what are we asking for? It would not be wise for 
us to speak about the DAI strategy but we are still 
very willing to take ideas to help shape division to 
become the best at this job has to offer. 

The way golf outings are quickly approaching, 
and I am sure this will be another great event. I 
hope more members are attending.
 
 If you are considering putting a letter in for a 
special squad, do it. Go over to that unit introduce 
yourself to the members and the supervisors in 
that unit. This will help you in the future when 
there is the opportunity for movement that they 
know who you are because you took the time out 
of your day to go over there and meet them.

Always remember to be safe and remember to 
laugh every day. My phone is always on for you.
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Trustee’s Corner... Nikolas Budimlic

AI hope everyone enjoyed the summer and had 
a wonderful time at the DAI Picnic. It was great 
to see so many friends, members, and supporters 
come together and enjoy the day.

Our other events were also a tremendous success, 

with the Montauk Golf Outing once again selling 
out. We truly appreciate everyone who continues 
to support these events and help make them so 
successful year after year.

As fall approaches, we now look forward to one 
of our most anticipated events of the year — the 
52nd Annual Law Enforcement Night at Leonard’s 
of Great Neck, taking place on Thursday, October 
29, 2026, from 6:00 PM to 10:00 PM.

Please make sure to reserve your tables early. It 
promises to be another memorable evening as 
we come together to recognize and honor some 
outstanding members of the law enforcement 
community.

THIS YEAR, WE ARE PROUD TO HONOR:

• Detectives DiGregorio and Cillis as our   	
   Detectives of the Year.

• D/Sgt. Raymond as our Law Enforcement 	
   Person of the Year.
• Greg Cagiano and Rob Rodger as Honorary 	
   Law Enforcement People of the Year.
• Detective Mitchell for Career Achievement.

It will be another great night filled with 
camaraderie, recognition, and appreciation for 
those who have dedicated themselves to serving 
and protecting our communities.

We hope you will join us for what promises to 
be a very special evening. Reserve your tables 
and come out to support our honorees. We look 
forward to seeing you there!

Trustee’s Corner... Sean M. Keeffe

I hope everyone had a great summer!   With fall 
comes election season.  This is an unusual year.  
The county Legislator elections are the same year 

as all the state elections.  Chris Kelly, Joe Philbin, 
and the rest of the committee did a great job high-
lighting the issues facing policing, along with the 
detective shortage.  Sometimes members ques-
tion the need to be involved in endorsements, 
but it will absolutely be needed when it comes to 
contracts.

We all know we are out of contracts.  The rumors 
are flying!  I heard a good one the other day.  I 
wish it were true.  As I have said before, we are all 
detectives; take a breath and think when you hear 
some of these things. 
 
If you get hurt at work, think you might have got-
ten hurt, or something happens at work, and you 
feel aches and pain, please call a union rep before 
filling out paperwork.  Aided packets and non-re-
cordables are legal documents.  You wouldn’t do 

a To From letter, go to IAB, or do anything with-
out speaking to a rep.  In all those situations, we 
want to make sure you’re covered with the proper 
protection.  It is better to look back and say you 
didn’t need the aided packet than to regret not 
doing one.  

There were some changes to tier 6 this year.  I 
want to thank Chris Kelly and the rest of PCNY 
for constantly working on this.  Chris has spoken 
to me about this countless times over the last few 
years.  One improvement was lowering the con-
tribution rate that cops pay into their pension.  If 
anyone follows “The Millionaire Cop” on social 
media, they do a great case study on how that 
could save some cops $1,500 a year, and how that 
money can grow over the course of an officer’s 
career if they put that savings into their deferred 
comp.  

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON EVENTS 
AND FORMS, PLEASE VISIT THE 

DAI WEBSITE 
WWW.NCPDDAI.COM

http://www.ncpddai.com
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Nicole J. Zuvich, Esq. is the founder and managing attorney of the Law Offices of Nicole J. 
Zuvich, P.C. with locations in NYC, Garden City & Babylon. Nicole's firm focuses on the 
following practice areas:

• Elder Law
• Estate Planning
• Asset Preservation
• Medicaid Planning
• Probate/Administration
• Guardianship
• Specific Real Estate Transfers

Nicole's firm offers complimentary and discounted consultations and honors all unions benefits 
for both active and retired MOS. She offers certain pro bono services for LOD families as well. 
To arrange a time to review you and/or your loved one's estate planning and retirement 
planning, please call 631-840-0100.

Biography
Ms. Zuvich graduated summa cum laude from Hofstra University. She received her law degree 
from St. John's University School of Law where she attended on a scholarship from the Thomas 
Shortmann Academic Scholarship Fund, 32BJ Employee's Union. 

Ms. Zuvich also holds the following distinctions:
• 2008 Suffolk County Woman’s Bar Association’s President’s Award
• 2010 Certificate of Special Congressional Recognition “Celebrating America: An Inter-

Generational Heroes’ Celebration”
• 2011 Doris S. Hoffman Outstanding New Lawyer Award
• 2011 Certificate of Special Congressional Recognition “A Hero in Service, A Hero at Home”
• 2012-13 Suffolk County Woman’s Bar Association President
• 2016 New York Times Magazine Top Attorneys in Metro New York Rising Stars
• 2018 Lawyers of Distinction Excellence in Estate Planning Law
• 2018 Outstanding Leadership Former President Business Networking International
• 2019 Lawyers of Distinction Excellence in Elder Law 
• 2021 Premier Member of Super Lawyers
• 2022 Assemblyman Durso Woman of Distinction Award Recipient 
• 2022-Present Director of Fundraising for Law Enforcement Officers Weekend

https://zuvichlaw.com/
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5th Squad

A welcome to Jeff Riche from the Sixth Precinct, 
and congratulations to Billy Lauria on his move 
over to the First Squad. He will continue to build 
on everything we taught him during his time here 
playing border patrol. Also, congratulations to D/
Sgt Timothy Michel on his excellent score on the 
Lieutenants exam. Lucky for us, we still get the 
privilege to work with you for at least another year 
in the 5SQ. 

The Fifth Squad enjoyed our watch party for the 
US Men’s National Team in the World Cup earlier 
this summer, and are now having another social 
outing to get the crew together for a Mets game on 
September 14th. Please reach out to me if you’re 
interested in attending. 

We hope everyone is enjoying their summer, 
making arrests (and money) and doing their best 
to keep Nassau the safest county in the nation. 
Please be on the lookout for PAC announcements 
and endorsements. This election season is just 
around the corner. 

Be safe out there - Dan Nordland

6th Squad

I hope everyone is enjoying their summer!
I wanted to welcome Sgt Casey Hastings as a huge 
addition to the 6th Squad. SGT Hastings has some 
great experience and we value him tremendously! 
I would also like to welcome Det Troy Hill to the 
6th.  Troy is a hard worker and we’re happy to 
have him aboard!  Shout out to all the 6th squad 
members for all of their hard work, as always! We 
are all rooting for the union to come through on 
the contract and we wish them the best of luck. It is 
the Detective Division that is the backbone of this 
department, working behind the scenes getting 
things done and never taking the credit. We are 
hoping and confident that our new contract will 
be a reflection of that hard work. As always, stay 
safe and watch your 6.

Andrew Colonna 6SQ

7th Squad

I hope everyone has been enjoying the summer 
and getting some well-deserved time with family 
and friends.

As we look toward the months ahead, I’m hopeful 
that we will begin contract negotiations, I have full 
confidence in our board that they will be able to 

get us the best contract they can for us.  We also 
have the upcoming midterm elections which 
should keep us busy supporting the candidates 
that we endorse.

We welcome Det. Risco and Det O’Leary to the 
7th as well!

Stay Safe.
Taylor Stone

8th Squad 

Sitting here writing this article with the summer 
coming to an end and fall right around the 
corner, I can’t believe that it will soon be the 
25th anniversary of the September 11th attacks. 
Some reading this article were active members of 
this department or the city at that time and were 
brought down to the World Trade Center site to 
help. Others reading this may not have even been 
alive.

I’ll never forget that day and can only speak 
briefly to the significance of September 11th in 
our country’s history. Most importantly, I want to 
pay my respects to all of the men and women who 
were affected by that tragedy.

I hope everyone enjoyed the summer, and I look 
forward to the good times continuing with the 
DAI’s away golf outing at the end of September. 
Last year was a great time, and I’m sure this year 
will be another memorable outing!

Congratulations to Al Otto on his recent 
promotion to Lieutenant! I’ve had Al as a boss 
for the past five years, and I’ve been lucky enough 
to work with him, golf with him, and, most 
importantly, get to know him. Al has played a big 
part in creating the camaraderie we currently have 
in the squad, always pushing for steak dinners, 
baseball or hockey game outings, or any other 
excuse to get everyone together. Al, best of luck 
in the 5th. We’ll definitely miss having you in the 
office!

Stay safe, 
Tom Leavey

HQ 3

Congratulations to Mike Dilena for achieving his 
First Grade Detective designation.

The Gang Investigation Squad has recently 
conducted one of the most significant gun 
trafficking arrests in the history of Nassau 

County, leading to the recovery of 47 firearms 
and substantial quantities of narcotics following 
a 14-month investigation. Of the six defendants, 
three were found to be in the United States 
unlawfully. As always, this unit continues to 
impress, consistently executing arrests stemming 
from long-term investigations that contribute 
to making Nassau County a safer community to 
reside in.

The Major Case Squad has successfully executed 
more than 40 arrests and has resolved several 
burglary and robbery patterns in the past four 
months. Despite a decrease in crime rates, this year 
has proven to be the most active regarding arrests 
for the unit, with no signs of a slowdown. Each 
Detective is constantly writing search warrants, 
ensuring that their cases reach resolution, and 
working to guarantee that the defendants are 
prosecuted to the fullest extent of the law by 
working together with the District Attorney’s 
Office.

Detective First Grade Damien Suarez is set to 
receive the Law Enforcement Officer of the Year 
award at the Nassau County Police Hispanic 
Society’s 12th Annual Scholarship & Awards Gala 
on September 24th. We invite you to join us in 
honoring him, as well as all the other individuals 
being recognized, and to show your support for 
the Hispanic Society.

Respectfully,
Eddie Hoctor

HQ 4 

Another three months down to the year and only 
a few months left of great weather on the Island. I 
hope everyone enjoyed themselves stayed healthy 
and safe. For the members of NVS, the hard work 
at the office continued with several big cases of 
note. While working with members of HSI, over 
100 Kilos were seized at JFK Airport. 2 separate 
yearlong investigations were closed out with 
successful arrests and search warrants one of 
which included a wire case where the top target 
will be facing several decades as major trafficker. 
Additionally, a recent case in Westbury resulted in 
a successful search warrant of nearly a Kilo of coke 
and a handgun. 

I would like to take the time to congratulate Rich 
Westhoff on his recent retirement. Westy leaves 
as the most senior Detective in the Division with 
over 20 plus years of service in the DD. Westy 
came to NVS as white shield in 2004 and spent 
the majority of his time in the FBI task force in 
Melville. During his time in NVS/FBI Westy 
conducted numerous wire cases, investigated 

Around the Squads... Delegates
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major narcotic trafficking rings, as well as Mob 
Cartel and gun trafficking cases. Additionally, 
Westy was always available to assist or enhance 
other NVS members cases and investigations. 
Westy enjoy your new gig in retirement. 

Just a reminder to save the date. NVS End of 
Summer Beach party is Friday September 18th, 
2026 at the Tobay Beach Marina from 2 PM to 7 
PM. This is a free party for all to enjoy. 

As always, remember, be careful out there. 

Hillman

HQ 6 

We’d like to extend an invite to our upcoming 
Retirement party honoring 5 retirees: Detectives 
Nicholas Occhino, Richard Lee, Luis Salazar, 
Daniela Farrell and Clerk Typist Susan Connors 

as well as 3 SVS members who have moved on 
from the unit: former SVS Commanding Officer 
Carlo Maltempi and Detectives Joseph Testa and 
Alfredo Rodriguez III.
The party will be held at the Westbury Manor on 
September 17 at 6pm. Tickets are $100 at the door. 
Additionally, SVS has a newly designed challenge 
coin for sale for $20.
Please contact Delegate Stephanie Mosquera for 
more information.

Stephanie Mosquera

HQ 8 

Summer is moving along way to fast, not even 
close to ready for fall. Over the summer we 
added three new Crime Scene Detectives to 
the chart, Steve McCarthy, Melissa Ciaramitaro 
and Christian Wagner, all on night tours. Don’t 
hesitate to call, I am sure they would love to hear 

from you and help out.

I did make FMI Kerry Miner’s luncheon, I have 
had the opportunity to work with Kerry for 21 
years on many difficult and nasty cases, and she 
will be truly missed. Whenever she responded to 
a scene you knew you were getting a professional 
and thorough job.

Dates will be coming out shortly for the fall and 
winter union functions, try and make it, have had 
some great turnouts and good times, but could be 
even better.

Stay safe
Tony Rempel



17

THE LAW OFFICE OF

ROBERT A. TORRES, PLLC
Retired Inspector (NCPD)

Wills, Trusts, Power of Attorney,
Health Care Proxies and Living Wills

Medicaid Planning and Application Assistance

Residential Real Estate Closings 

REAL discounts for all active and retired SOA / DAI / PBA / EMS / FD / NURSES 
and Military members and their families

ALL CONSULTATIONS ARE ABSOLUTELY FREE AND HAVE NO TIME LIMITS ATTACHED

Serving all of Long Island as well as the Greater Margaretville (Delaware County) Region

"Planning for your future should never cost you your fortune"

www.ratorreslaw.com         631-740-1869         bob@ratorreslaw.com
Attorney Advertising

You can now shop for DAI 
items online Please visit

www.ncppdai.com  
And look under ‘Merchan-

dise’

If you are not receiving DAI emails, please register at 
WWW.NCPDDAI.COM

Keep up with all the events and happenings with the Executive Board, 
Trustees, Delegates and Members on our Instagram and 

Facebook pages @ncpddai

http://www.ratorreslaw.com
https://www.ncpddai.com
https://www.ncpddai.com
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WE PROUDLY SUPPORT  

the  

NASSAU COUNTY ASSOCIATION, INC.  
 

 

BEST WISHES  

to the  

DAI s Officers, Trustees, Active and Retired Members  

 
PITTA LLP 

LABOR * EMPLOYMENT * EMPLOYEE BENEFITS * REGULATORY COMPLIANCE * 
CAMPAIGN FINANCE COMPLIANCE 

 
 

PITTA BISHOP & DEL GIORNO LLC 
LOBBYING * CONSULTING * GOVERNMENT RELATIONS * PUBLIC AFFAIRS * CRISIS 

MANAGEMENT EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS * BUILDING AND FIRE SAFETY 
 

 

PITTA & BAIONE LLP 
A 9/11  COMPENSATION LAW FIRM 

111 Washington Ave, Suite 401 
Albany, New York 12210 
Telephone (518) 449-3320 
Facsimile (518) 449-5812 

120 Broadway, 28th Floor 
New York, New York 10271 
Telephone (212) 652-3890 
Facsimile (212) 652-3891 

1220 19th Street NW, Ste 600 
Washington, D.C. 20036 
Telephone (202) 505-5780 
Facsimile (202) 505-5781 

 
 

https://www.pittalaw.com
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“Like it is...” Retired Delegate Raymond Gene

Summer has come to an end. I’ve been preparing 
for the fall which by the way is my favorite time 
of year. I know I mentioned it in my last article, 
but to be on the safe side, the retired guys, and 
girls’ meeting is now being held at the VFW hall, 
55 Hickory Lane, Levittown with a start time of 
6 PM. Our first meeting will be on Thursday, 
Sept. 10th @ 6 o’clock sharp.

The 25th anniversary of 9/11 is here. I can’t 
believe it’s that long ago. We lost many cherished 
souls that day and the country came together 
as one. We are still losing people from the 
aftermath of that day, and today the country has 
never been so divided. If you think about it; a 
major voting bloc in this country were not even 
born at that time and now they are eligible to 
control our elections. So, many of these children 
did not experience that horror on 9/11 nor are 
they educated on the actions that our enemies 
took that fateful day. Scary! 

A very critical time is coming in November. The 
midterm elections will be upon us. I am not a 
vocal political person and really don’t give a 

s—t what your politics are as long as you vote 
for the people who have our countries best 
interests in mind. The current state of politics 
today is actually ruining families and friends. 
We all know that whoever gets into office will 
eventually become a millionaire. How is that 
possible on a 175,000 dollar annual salary? That 
being said, and this is for us old-timers, please 
explain to our Millennials and Generation Z-ers 
why socialism doesn’t work. I feel for them with 
home prices being so high and good jobs at a 
premium. I know it’s tough out there and they are 
easily swayed by the promise of free stuff. Let’s 
keep our fingers crossed that Bruce Blakeman 
succeeds and tries to put a hold on some of the 
outrageous ideas coming out of Albany. 

Due to the fact that we are old and still here, 
certain new inventions are coming at us fast and 
furious. I think back from when we were kids 
and marveled about Dick Tracy talking to his 
wristwatch, or more recent carrying around a 
device that allows you to talk or text to anyone 
around the world. Amazing! Along came AI. 
I know, some of us look at AI and think its 
steak sauce but it is actually A.I. (Artificial 
Intelligence.) I had an occasion to test it out. “ 
Many of us might think this technology is only 
for younger folks, but it’s actually a simple tool 
that can help organize thoughts , polish writing, 
which by the way, I need a great deal of help with,  
and also can be used to answer questions, and 
even assist with researching historical topics. It 
doesn’t replace experience, it compliments it, 
much like when you adapted to my previous 
mentioned inventions.  The ChatGPT app is 
available for free on your cell phone and it is 
here to stay. You will be amazed at how helpful it 
can be. Don’t use it for political advice. Grok is 
also available and is created by xAI, a company 
founded by Elon Musk. It’s your choice but both 
are very helpful.

There’s nothing to report on the medical front 
other than the fact that I heard that our health 
insurance is dropping their coverage of medical 
massage therapy. For those of you that didn’t use 
this coverage, a simple prescription from your 
doctor allows you to use a certified therapist for 
massage relief. I don’t think the recent closing 
of the “Happy Ending” spas had anything to do 
with NYSHIP dropping it. I guess the only way 
to afford health care for all, is take away from the 
working class.

I just received my pistol license renewal in 
the mail. For those of you who live in Nassau 
County, you must have your HR-218 (Federal 
license) in order to get your new carry permit. 
This isn’t a bad idea because it forces you to go 
out and shoot your weapon at least once a year.

I know we’re getting older, and that’s a good thing 
but, we should make a concerted effort to attend 
Law Enforcement Night. We honor the best of 
the best that night and it gives everyone a chance 
to party with the active members. Networking 
can’t hurt.  The event is scheduled for Thursday, 
October 29th @ 6:00 PM at Leonard’s of Great 
Neck. Some of us got together and used Uber 
rides for transport back and forth. Good idea. 
Just for your information, I know Lenny Sessa 
personally. I can’t overstate how much he has 
done for law enforcement over the years.  Thank 
you Lenny.

I hope everyone is feeling well and enjoying their 
retirement years. If there is someone that needs 
some special attention for any reason, feel free to 
give me a call and we will do what we can. Nicole 
at the DAI office has my number and will take a 
message for me, and I will return your call.
God bless you all.

And that my friend’s is telling it, “Like it is.”  

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON EVENTS 
AND FORMS, PLEASE VISIT THE 

DAI WEBSITE 
WWW.NCPDDAI.COM

If you are not receiving DAI e-mails,
please register at www.ncpddai.com

http://www.ncpddai.com
https://www.ncpddai.com
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https://www.lavalleelawoffices.net
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Departed Members

The Association notes the passing of the following retired member(s):

Retired Detective Thomas V. Apicello
Photography Section
Appointed 01/05/1960, Retired 01/16/1995

Retired Detective James F. Magee
Narcotics Vice Squad

Appointed 09/21/1962, Retired 10/11/1984

May they rest in peace

Retired Detective Sergeant Brian A. Weber
Crimes Against Property
Appointed 04/29/1966, Retired 01/10/1991
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Retired Members

Detective Jesus E. Bonilla
Major Case Squad – Burglary

01/04/2016 – 7/9/2026

Detective Sergeant John J. Giovaniello
Strategic Response Team
9/30/2022 – 6/25/2026

Detective Bridget Kershow
Asset Forfeiture/Intel

01/06/2011 – 7/30/2026

Detective Frank R. Miller Jr.
Fugitive Missing Persons – Polygraph

11/7/2000 – 6/25/2026 

Detective Sergeant John K. Schmitt
Gang Investigation Squad
01/04/2016 – 7/23/2026

Detective Richard W. Westhoff
Narcotics Vice Squad
3/1/2005 – 7/23/2026

The Association wishes to extend best wishes to the following 
members for a happy and healthy retirement
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City Line Florist 
1640 Hillside Ave. 

New Hyde Park, NY  11040 

516-354-9037 or 888-211-8611

www.citylinefloristnhp.com

2017 Meetings 
Nassau County Police  
Detectives’ Association

January 26, 2017     Open meeting, 6:00 pm  
at the FOP Hall, Hicksville.

February 16, 2017    Open meeting, 6:00 pm at 
the FOP Hall, Hicksville.

March 22, 2017    Open meeting, 6:00 pm at 
the FOP Hall, Hicksville

*** Wednesday ***

April 27, 2017 Open meeting, 6:00 pm at 
the FOP Hall, Hicksville

May 25, 2017   Open meeting, 6:00 pm at 
the FOP Hall, Hicksville

June 22, 2017      Annual Picnic Meeting,  
Eisenhower Park 11:00 am

September 28, 2017 Open meeting, 6:00 pm at 
the FOP Hall, Hicksville

October 19, 2017  Law Enforcement Night,  
Leonard’s meeting 
at 1600 hrs.

November 16, 2017  Open meeting, 6:00 pm at 
the FOP Hall, Hicksville

December 2017     

*** Open Meeting, TBA ***

BSO 50th Anniversary Dinner Celebration
You are cordially invited to join the 

Bureau of Special Operations 
in celebrating 50 years of service.  

The Prestigious Venetian Yacht Club located at 494 Fire Island Avenue, Babylon Long Island, 
New York will be our Hosts on, Wednesday May 10, 2017.

The cost is $100.00 per person
The cost will include a BSO 50th Anniversary T-shirt as well as other Prizes and giveaways.  

A cocktail hour will begin promptly at 6pm followed by a sit down dinner.  
Pete Ellison, Chairman (631) 626-5290, PEllison@pdcn.org

Mario Mastropierro (631) 445-0619, MMastropierro@pdcn.org
George Peters (516) 808-4667, GPeters@pdcn.org

Dennis Sharp (516) 456-6173, Knot2dull2@yahoo.com
The BSO 50th Anniversary Committee is expecting an extremely large turnout  

for this event, so Please get you’re your checks and shirt size in ASAP.
As we get closer to the Event will be posting updates on the BSO Website  

NCPDBSO.com.  

In addition, if any Retired Members have any old photos of the “Early Years” of CPU/BSO we 
would love to be able to copy them and include them in our Memorial Journal, as well as share 

them on the BSO website.
Once In, Never Out         

https://domsdelinhp.com
https://artflorist.net
http://tckinvestigations@gmail.com
https://www.awardsdirect.com
https://www.citylinefloristnhp.com
http://instagram.com/whitegloveautoleasing
http://www.kpmtaxes.com
http://tckinvestigations@gmail.com
http://tckinvestigations@gmail.com
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Financial Planning
Retirement Planning

College Education Planning
Estate Planning

Life and Disability Income Protection

Oliver Kim                         Louis Sparacino                        Jason Bimonte    
                       (516) 719-6386                        (516) 719-6385                         (516) 719-6389       

410 East Jericho Turnpike Mineola, NY 11501 • (516) 667-6896

Securities, insurance and advisory services offered through Royal Alliance Associates, Inc., member FINRA/SIPC. Additional insurance Services offered through
Shelter Rock Financial Group, which is not  affiliated with Royal Alliance Associates, Inc..

www.shelterrockfinancialgroup.com
Your success is our reward

Mission Statement

Shelter Rock Financial Group is dedicated to providing our clients customized investment 
strategies with outstanding service and professionalism. Our independence and adherence to 
the highest standards of integrity are the keys to our success. We strive to build long-term 
relationships with our clients, creating a foundation of trust, and a culture that promotes 
ongoing education and communication. Our mission is to help each client achieve their 
goals, financial independence throughout retirement, and efficient wealth distribution. 

https://www.shelterrockfinancialgroup.com
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http://www.craigjamesfinancial.com
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Dear Members of the NCPD DAI,  

This September marks a milestone that carries immense weight for our nation, and one 
that hits incredibly close to home for me: the 25th anniversary of September 11th, 
2001.  

A quarter of a century ago, I was working on Wall Street, having started at JPMorgan and 
then on to Chase Manhattan Bank. Like so many of you, that morning permanently 
altered the trajectory of my life. I watched the world change in real-time, and worse, I 
lost close, dear friends in the attacks. The grief of that day, and the vivid memories of the 
smoke and chaos, have never truly left me.  

In addition to that, I was the part-time youth minister at St. Frances DeChantal in 
Wantagh where we had lost many parents and worked on consoling the teens caught in 
the aftermath.  

But alongside that profound pain, I also remember the awe I felt watching the sea of blue 
uniforms running toward the danger while everyone else was running away.  

Over the years, transitioning from Wall Street to building Craig James Financial Services, 
I have had the distinct privilege of working closely with many of you in the Nassau 
County Police Department. Getting to know you as individuals, families, and protectors 
has been one of the most rewarding chapters of my career. You aren't just clients to me; 
you are an extension of a community I feel deeply bound to protect, just as you protect 
us.  

On behalf of everyone at Craig James Financial Services, I want to extend my deepest 
respect, solidarity, and gratitude to you. Thank you for your unwavering courage, your 
dedication, and for allowing me to stand by your side all these years.  

Twenty-five years later, we still remember. We will never forget.  

Sincerely,  

 

Craig J. Ferrantino 
Craig James Financial Services, LLC  
 

 

 

Craig Ferrantino is a registered representative offering securities and advisory services through United Planners Financial 
Services member FINRA SIPC. Craig James Financial Services and United Planners are not affiliated. Tax services are provided 
independently of United Planners. This is meant for educational purposes only. All information is believed to be reliable, but may 
not be guaranteed. All investing involves risk and there is no guarantee that any strategy will be successful. 

http://www.craigjamesfinancial.com
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https://www.ncainsurance.com
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WALSH, MARKUS, MCDOUGAL & DEBELLIS, 
LLP 

Counselors at Law 

229 Seventh Street, Suite 200
Garden City, NY  11530

Phone: 516-408-9000  Fax: 516-747-0825

Dennis Barry, of Counsel Kevin Walsh

(516) 317-2024 (516) 860-7592

Dbarry4@gmail.com Kwalsh@walshcounsel.com

  

Dennis Barry: Retired Deputy C.O. of Homicide Squad, after more than 35 years 
of service with the Nassau County Police Department.  

Counsel to the Nassau County DAI  

Kevin Walsh: Managing Partner 

   Counsel to NCPD Federal Credit Union 

  

General Practice Firm with focus on

Real Estate, Zoning,
Wills-Trusts & Estates, 

Personal Injury and Business Matters.

FREE HOUSE CLOSINGS AND WILLS 
FOR ACTIVE DAI MEMBERS.

https://gennarojewelers.com
https://www.walshcounsel.com/
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https://custommonogramshoppe.com
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Miller &
Caggiano, llp.

640 Johnson Ave. Suite 201, 2nd Fl 
Bohemia, New York 11716 
(631) 821-7700

1 Old Country Rd. Suite 265, 2nd Fl 
Carle Place, New York 11514

(516) 506-7655

Fax: (631) 821-8700
Se Habla Español

www.millercaggiano.com

On The Job Injuries & Illness 
Occupational Diseases  

Neck & Back Injuries • Personal Injury
 Auto Accidents 

Volunteer Firefighter Claims
 Construction Site Accidents 

New York State Disability Retirement Claims
Social Security Disability Claims

Helping Protect the Rights of Injured and Disabled Workers

https://www.millercaggiano.com
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FOR MORE INFORMATION ON EVENTS 
AND FORMS, PLEASE VISIT THE 

DAI WEBSITE 
WWW.NCPDDAI.COM

O U R  C O M M I T M E N T

O U R  C O M M I T M E N T  T O  O U R  C O M M U N I T Y  I S  T O  D E L I V E R  Q U A L I T Y  F O O D  A N D  S E R V I C E  A T  A N

I N C R E D I B L E  V A L U E .  Q U A L I T Y  F O O D  M E A N S  Q U A L I T Y  I N G R E D I E N T S .  A L L  S T E A K S  A R E  B L A C K

A N G U S  O R  B E T T E R ;  S H R I M P S  A R E  W I L D ,  N O T  F A R M  R A I S E D ;  A N D  T H E  T U N A  I S  S U S H I

G R A D E .

O U R  S T E A K  A N D  S E A F O O D  M E N U  I S  S I Z Z L I N G  W I T H  S O  M A N Y  D E L I C I O U S L Y

G R I L L E D  D E L I G H T S  Y O U  W O N ’ T  K N O W  W H E R E  T O  S T A R T !  A L L  Y O U R S  T O

S A V O R  I N  O U R  S T Y L I S H L Y  C A S U A L  D I N I N G  R O O M ,  A L O N G  W I T H

C O N T E M P O R A R Y  C O C K T A I L S ,  D E C A D E N T  D E S S E R T S  A N D  J U S T - R I G H T

S E R V I C E .  

 

T H O M  T H O M

3 3 4 0  P A R K  A V E N U E  W A N T A G H ,  N Y  1 1 7 9 3

( 5 1 6 )  2 2 1 - 8 0 2 2

T H O M    T H O M

We at Thom Thom proudly support the Detectives

of the Nassau County Police Department

Quality Food and Service at an Incredible Value

https://www.ncpddai.com
https://www.thomthomrestaurant.com
https://www.facebook.com/crossislandinstallreno
http://advancedelectricservicingllc.com/

