Se'if1

x Taz: There is no
minimum size that

a Ma'ayan must be

in order to immerse
vessels in it (provided
that the vessels can be
completely immersed in
the water).

[ Shach: Rainwater
suffices for purifying
a Niddah or Zavah;

a Ma'ayan is not
necessary.

A man-made well that
reaches underground
waters is also

considered a Ma'ayan.

x* Taz: Immersion in
water purifies; washing
the body by hand or
pouring (9 Kavin of)
water over the body
does not make one pure.

El Shach: All the
connected waters of a
Ma'ayan count towards
the 40 Se'ah even if they
are not pooled in one
place.

B Shach: The 40 Se'ah must be complete; even one drop
less disqualifies the Mikvah.

SIMAN 201

he Halachos of a Mikvah and its waters.
Includes 75 se'ifim

Tevilah requires complete immersion of the body in

a Mikvah or Ma‘ayan containing 40 Se‘ah of water

/ How to calculate the 40 Se’‘ah / The minimum
size of the Mikvah pool cavity

A woman cannot transcend her Tumah (ritual impurity)
by washing herself in a bathhouse; x even if all the waters
of the world pass over her, she remains impure, and one
is deserving of Kares if one has marital relations with her. She
remains impure until she immerses her entire body, at once,
Hin the waters of a Mikvah, x*Flor a Ma’ayan (spring)
which has [140 Se’ah of water.

The spatial measurements for containing this quantity of water are
one amah by one amah, by three amos high - cubed. These
Amos are measured With an Amah composed of six Tefachim
(fistbreadths) and half an Etzba (fingerbreadth). And if
the pool cavity is wider than an Amah, and not as high as
three Amos, it is Kosher, if she - the woman immersing in it, can
cover her entire body in them - the water, at once. And the
total space occupied by the pool of water must add up to 44,118
and a half fingerbreadths.

The pool cavity that the water is contained in must be
larger than this previously mentioned size, so that when she
enters the Mikvah to immerse and the waters rise due to
displacement, there will remain 40 Se’ah of water in it - the
pool cavity, and none of the 40 Seah of water will be forced out of the
Mikvah.

[l Shach: Although the Beis Yosef offers two different
sums of total cubic fingerbreadths, they both amount to
the same liquid measurement of 40 Se'ah.

Even if someone can completely immerse themselves in
less than 40 Se'ah, they still require 40 Se'ah.
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Se’ifz A Mikvah of rainwater must be standing whereas a
gathering of Ma'ayan water may even be flowing /
The status of rainwater mixed with Ma'ayan water
/ The status of a mixture which is mostly rainwater
/ Tevilah in a river

i Shach: Ma'ayan is Waters of a Ma’ayan (spring) purify even while  Zochlin
vahd for TeVﬂahVYhen (flowing and moving, and not pooled). Rainwater only purifies
flowing and certainly .

when still. when in an 2 [f] Ashboren (in a deep place where the waters gather).
3 Taz: Rainwater [RAMA'S HAGAHA]: But when ﬂowing they — the rainwaters
is only valid whi . . . .

i A are invalid Min Hatorah - according to Biblical law, if they are
collected and standing ] A ,

in a pool cavity or when not mixed with Maayan water.

surrounded by an object

that obstructs its flow. If the Zochlin waters flowing from the Maayan Hmix
£ Shach: Ashboren with the Notfin, which are rainwaters,

means collected and

standing.

H Shach: The status of a mixture composed of an identical quantity of Notfin and Zochlin is unclear.



EJall the waters are considered like the waters of a Maayan

£ Shach: It seems in all Halachic regards. However, a if the Notfin outnumber
from the Mechaber - the Zochlin, and similarly if rainwaters outnumber the
that when the majority . . . .

is Ma'ayan water one waters of a river, the waters do not purify in a flowing
can immerse there state but only when pooled in an Ashboren. One therefore

while Zochlin even in
the places where the
river was not originally

needs to encircle with a ‘Mapatz’ (meaning,

flowing before the rainwater entered, but most Poskim The Trumas HaDeshen answers that She'uvin waters are
disagree and only allow immersing within the river's invalidated due to detachment from the ground, hence
original boundaries. reattachment through Zriya rerenders the waters valid,

whereas rainwaters cannot not be “reattached” to spring
Even according to those who are lenient and consider all waters.

rivers to have a majority of Ma'ayan water, one should

be stringent and immerse only within the original The Bach answers that Zriya is only effective for waters

boundaries of the river. that are invalid MiDerabanan (She'uvin is MiDerabanan,
Zochlin is Min HaTorah).

3 Taz: The Trumas HaDeshen asks why the principle

of Zriya ("planting” invalid waters into valid waters) The Taz answers that Zriya is effective for rainwaters,

does not permit the usage of Zochlin rainwater permitting them for use even while Zochlin, but it is not

merged with a Ma'ayan (by rendering them Ma'ayan effective for waters flowing down the river banks that

waters) when it permits Tevilah in She'uvin waters have not yet become integrated with the waters in the

merged with a complete Mikvah or Ma'ayan (by river channel. Therefore we forbid Tevilah in flowing

rendering them valid)? rivers lest one mistakenly immerse at the banks.
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Ed Shach: Rainwater
that flows into a pool
cavity is a valid Mikva
once it becomes
stationary.

1 Taz: One should be
stringent and avoid
immersing in flowing
rivers as sometimes
they are composed
primarily of rainwater.

[ Shach: The lenient
opinion permits Tevilah
in the flowing waters of
a river all year round.

Shach: Even if a river
swells tenfold following
heavy rain, the majority
of the additional waters
derive from the spring
at its source.

7 Taz: The reasoning
of those who are lenient
is that a river primarily
grows,and the majority
of its water is from, its
underground source.

[ Shach: Where there
is an available Kosher
Mikvah, one should only
immerse in rivers while
they are very small (and
have clearly not swelled
due to rainfall).

Se'if 3

a type of mat) or the like, a spot in the mixed river, FJ until
the waters pool in that spot, and then one may immerse in
them.

[RAMA'S HAGAHA]: =7 And it is correct to rule and
act stringently in this regard (to insist on encircling a spot
prior to immersing in a river), though there are those who
permit Bimmersing in rivers all year round, even during
times of rainfall and snowmelt Ewhen the Notfin - the
rainwater and snowmelt outnumber the Maayan waters because
they maintain that even when a river swells after heavy rainfall the
primary gI‘OWth 7* iS the result of additional waters flowing from
the river’s source - which is a natural spring. And to rely on
this lenient opinion has become common practice in most
areas [ where there is no alternative Mikvah, and one should
not protest against those who are accustomed to this
leniency for they have on whom to rely.

However, even one who relies on the lenient opinion should be wary
of mistakenly immersing in a river that is formed completely
out of rainwater and therefore when there is no rain it ceases
— dries up completely, for even though other rivers spillover
into it during times of rain and it is created by them,
nevertheless since the river ceases - dries up completely
when there is no rain, it is forbidden to immerse in it
while in its flowing state until water is pooled within it
by encircling a spot with a Mapatz. Conversely, a river that does
not cease to flow even when it is not raining, even though it
swells and breaks all its banks during times of rain, it is
permitted to immerse anywhere within it according to the
aforementioned lenient opinion and the prevailing custom.

She'uvin (drawn) water is invalid / When in doubt,

we are stringent if the Mikvah may be invalid Min

Hatorah but lenient if it may be invalid MiDerabanan
(Rabbinic decree)

The forty Se’ah they - Chazal mentioned as the required quantity
of water for a Mikvah, must not be She’uvin, for if they are
She’uvin, they are invalid.



Se'if 4

@ Shach: According

to the Mechaber, the
Mikvah is locked, and
waters can only be
added to the Mikvah by
pouring them indirectly
(Hamshachah) via the
roof. As long as there
are 21 Se'ah of rainwater
in the Mikvah, the
Mikvah is valid even

if it is certain that the
remainder of the waters
are She'uvin poured in
via the roof.

According to the Rama,
the Mikvah need not be
locked. However, as the
Rama only recognizes
Hamshachah performed
via the ground, the
Mikvah is only valid
when it is possible that
no She'uvin whatsoever
were poured into

the Mikvah (Safek
MiDerabanan).

n Taz: A non-Jew is not believed to resolve any Halachic

doubt even if it regards a MiDerabanan law; therefore he
is only believed that his Mikvah is Kosher when it had 21
Se'ah of Kosher waters and the remaining waters could
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[RAMA'S HAGAHA]: And if the entire Mikvah is She’uvin,
it is invalid Min HaTorah, and when there’s a doubt that
there might be a majority of the necessary water that is She'uvin, we are
stringent. However, when most of the necessary water for a
Mikvah is ‘Kosher, and only a minority of it is She'uvin,
it is only invalid MiDerabanan, and when in doubt that there
might be only a minority of the necessary water that is She'uvin, we are
lenient.

Relying on a non-Jew / Assuming that a Mikvah
is properly filled

If A Mikvah belongs to a non-Jew, and he profits from
it by charging those who immerse in it, one may not rely on the
non-Jew regarding it validity, unless it is known that [@ there
is (always) n at least 21 Se’ah of Kosher water in the Mikvah.

[RAMA'S HAGAHA]: Since the majority of the required 40
Seah is Kosher, when there is doubt we are lenient.

A Mikvah which we observed to be incomplete, and one
came and found it full and we do not know who filled
it that we can be certain that it was filled in accordance with all the
requirements: if it was already “mostly Kosher”, that is that it
had in it at least 21 Seah, we may be lenient and assume it is
Kosher. If however it was not “mostly Kosher”, and therefore
there is now doubt as to whether the Mikvah is valid Min
HaTorah: if there is concern that non-Jews filled it to bathe
in it, it is invalid (as implied in the Tosefta), but if not, for
example, when it is evident that a Jew filled it to immerse in
it, it is valid, since the majority of those who deal with a

When the non-Jew is able to directly add She'uvin water
to the Mikvah, he cannot be relied upon, even if the
Mikvah was once complete and even if the doubt pertains
to just one Se'ah.

have only entered the Mikvah indirectly (Hamshachah)

via the roof.





