
First Week in Christmas
Sunday Mass Cycle: Year A ; Weekday: Year 2; Psalter 1

The live-stream from HC is at www.mcn.live
HC - Holy Cross; PJ/SsP&J - Ss Philip and James; STM - St Thomas More

Sat       27 Dec Vigil of the Feast of the Holy Family
5:30pm    HC Vigil Mass: Missa pro populo

Sun      28 Dec The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph
9:00am    HC Mass: Edgar and Catherine Wath, RIP

Mathew & Joy Ogaraku - 25th Wedding Anniv
11:00am  PJ Mass: Liam Walsh, RIP 

Catherine and Augustine Ubaferem Kakie 
- 25th Wedding Anniversary

Mon    29 Dec St Thomas Becket, Bishop and Martyr - Feast
10:00am  PJ Mass: Naomi Whetton, RIP 

and Joseph Agbedshuni, RIP

Tue      30 Dec Sixth day of the Christmas Octave
9:40am    PJ Lauds (Morning Prayer)
10:00am  HC Mass: Philomena and 

Timothy Michael Quinlan, RIP

Wed    31 Dec Seventh day of the Christmas Octave
10:00am  HC Mass: Julian Tubielewicz, RIP

followed by Eucharistic Adoration and the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation until 11:00am

New Year’s Day
Thu         1 Jan Mary, the Holy Mother of God - Solemnity
10:00am  PJ Mass: Missa pro Populo

Fri           2 Jan Ss Basil the Great and Gregory Nazianzen,
Bishops and Doctors - Feast

10:00am  HC Mass: Peggy James, RIP - 1st anniversary
7:00pm    PJ Mass: Missa pro Populo

Sat          3 Jan The Most Holy Name of Jesus
10:00am  PJ Mass: Kerry Irving, RIP

followed by Eucharistic Adoration and the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation until 11:15am

5:30pm    HC Vigil Mass: David Beagent, RIP - anniversary

Sun         4 Jan Second Sunday after the Nativity
9:00am    HC Mass: TBA
11:00am  PJ Mass: TBA

NB: We seek to open the Church thirty minutes before any Mass or liturgy
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Responsorial Psalm: 
Blessed are all who fear the Lord, and walk in his ways.
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Eucharistic Adoration and the Sacrament of Reconciliation 
is on Wednesday in HC after Mass until 11:00am and on the 
Saturday in SsP&J after Mass until 11:15am.

The online Rosary Group meets from 8:00am to 8:20am 
weekdays on Zoom. ID: 833 1504 6319 Password: Rosary

The Rosary and Divine Mercy Group meets in SsP&J each 
Monday at 1:45pm. Divine Chaplet, Rosary, cup of tea.

Holy Cross and Ss Philip and James Repositories 
The Repositories are open before and after Sunday Mass.

Visiting the sick and the housebound: If you know anyone 
who needs a visit, please contact the clergy or send details 
to parish.holycross@northamptondiocese.org. We will need 
their names and addresses, contact phone numbers, emails 
(if applicable), any special needs or requirements and what 
has been requested (eg. a visit, receiving Holy Communion, 
anointing of the sick, etc.).

Diary for our community

9th   Dec @ 6:00pm Gospel choir followed by:
      7:00pm Living Water prayer group in HC

12th Dec @ 6:30pm NBCC Youth Group in HC

The Feast of the Epiphany
Next Tuesday, 6th January, is the Feast of the Epiphany and 
it is a Holy Day of Obligation. All Catholics are 'obliged' to 
attend Mass unless they are prevented due to serious 
reasons, e.g. being unwell, caring for someone who is ill, 
etc. We will celebrate Masses on Monday, 5th January at 
7:00pm in PJ and Tuesday, 6th January at 10:00am in HC.

Thank you - Fr Alex, Fr Richard, Deacon Tony and Deacon 
Crispin extend their sincere gratitude for the many cards 
and gifts received during this Christmas season and they 
offer their assurance of prayers throughout this season and 
beyond. On behalf of the priests, Fr Alex expresses a 
profound gratitude and appreciation to everyone for their 
generous contributions to Christmas Offerings. “I remain 
grateful for your continued support and efforts so far. May 
God continue to bless you all! We continue to hold one 
another in prayers as we approach the new year.” - Fr Alex

Fr Alex will be away from this week on his annual holiday 
and one year memorial Mass for his late father, Sir Jude Ibe. 
Deacon Tony will be leading the Liturgy of the Word and 
Holy Communion on Wednesdays (Fr Richard's day off) 
with exposition of the Blessed Sacrament. Fr Richard will 
celebrate Masses on all other days (Please see the Mass 
times in the newsletter). Fr Alex returns on 6th February.

Please pray for the repose of the soul of John Henry 
Rumgay, RIP whose funeral liturgy will take place on 
Monday, 29th December in Holy Cross church at 10:45am

Please pray also for the happy repose of the soul of Anna 
Dina Zanusso, RIP whose funeral liturgy will be in Holy 
Cross church at 10:45am on Monday, 5th January.

Please pray also for the repose of the soul of Mary McNally, 
RIP whose funeral Mass will be in Ss Philip and James 
church at 1:00pm on Monday, 5th January.

Please be aware that Holy Cross parish office will be closed 
this Monday, 29th December and this Thursday, 1st January. 

The online Rosary Group meets from 8:00am to 8:20am 
weekdays on Zoom. ID: 833 1504 6319 Password: Rosary

The Rosary and Divine Mercy Group meets in SsP&J each 
Monday at 1:45pm. Divine Chaplet, Rosary, cup of tea.

Holy Cross and Ss Philip and James Repositories 
The Repositories are open before and after Sunday Mass.
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Ss Philip and James SVP Conference Funds
Some years ago an appeal was made for donations to fund a 
pilgrimage to Lourdes. We would like to release the money 
to the Conference’s general fund now. If any donor does 
NOT agree with this, please inform our Treasurer – Liz 
Ihechere before 5th January 2026. Lizzem219@hotmail.com

Hospital Mass
Every second and fourth Tuesday of each month, Mass will 
be celebrated at 2:00pm in the 'Prayer Room' of South Wing 
hospital.
If you are a patient and feel well enough to attend, or if you 
are a staff member or visitor, please join us for the 
celebration of the Sacrament of the Mass.
Furthermore, if you are a patient, please feel free to contact 
Deacon Tony - 01234 950 453 (or via email). Deacon Tony 
can visit you in hospital; particularly on those days.

LUX Youth Residential Weekend
Our diocesan residential weekend for young people in 
school years 7 - 13 will take place from 13th- 15th February 
at Kings Park Centre, Northampton. Packed with workshops, 
drama, music, worship, Mass, games, and time with friends, 
this year’s theme is Belong. The cost is £110. For more info 
or to book, visit: nimo.org/lux-belong-2026 or email: 
NYMO@northamptondiocese.com

St Vincent’s

opens again on Tuesday, 6th January 2026

Holy Cross Church, 355 Goldington Road
Bedford MK41 0DP

Food Bank. Items we need are: Long Life 
Fruit Juice, Long  Life  Sponge  Pudding,   
Tinned  Meat, Tinned  Tuna, Jars  of  Coffee,

Bars of Chocolate, and Biscuits. Collecting boxes in each 
parish and at SsP&J these boxes are in the parish room.

St Vincent’s
Together, we can make a difference

1:00pm to 3:30pm every Tuesday
Holy Cross Church, 355 Goldington Road

Bedford MK41 0DP

Making funeral plans and arrangements
There is some guidance available when thinking about your 
funeral arrangements. See our NBCC website:
https://www.northbedfordcatholics.org.uk/news/example-news 

Thank you all for the glorious Christmas liturgies
Fr Alex would like to thank everyone who participated in 
and lent their talents to make the Christmas liturgies so 
wonderful: the choirs, the flowers, those who put up the 
Crib, the Christmas Tree, cleaners, the readers, the altar 
servers, the extraordinary ministers of Holy Communion, 
the deacons, those who designed and printed flyers, the 
welcomers, etc. It was a glorious and blessed Christmas. We 
also extend our gratitude to all who donated gifts, cards and 
holy images to the residents at Yarl's Wood IRC. God bless 
you for the positive impact created this Christmas.

Giving Tree - Thank You
Many thanks to everyone who donated items to the Giving 
Tree. Your response was very generous. The gifts have now 
been distributed and we have received heartfelt thanks to 
you all from the staff at Butterfly House (women's refuge).

Lost Property - Wedding Ring
If you have lost a wedding ring at Holy Cross Church, please 
contact the HC or SsP&J parish secretary.

Holy Cross and Ss Philip and James Repositories 
The two Repositories are open before and after their 
respective Sunday Masses.

His Holiness Pope Leo XIV on 19th December, appointed the 
Right Reverend Richard Moth as Archbishop of 
Westminster. Ordained to the priesthood for the 
Archdiocese of Southwark on 3rd July 1982, Archbishop- 
elect Moth has served as Bishop of Arundel and Brighton 
since 2015. Prior to that he was the Catholic Bishop of the 
Forces from 2009 to 2015. Archbishop-elect Moth will 
become the 12th Archbishop of Westminster, succeeding 
Cardinal Vincent Nichols, who has served in role since 2009.

The Children’s liturgy journey through Advent

Collections for our joint parishes in November
Holy Cross: £2029.81 Open plate and envelopes
Ss P&J: £1616.82 Open plate and envelopes

Figures don’t include standing orders or donations made by 
Dona machines in the narthexes or by the QR codes.

The online Rosary Group meets from 8:00am to 8:20am 
weekdays on Zoom. ID: 833 1504 6319 Password: Rosary

The Rosary and Divine Mercy Group meets in SsP&J each 
Monday at 1:45pm. Divine Chaplet, Rosary, cup of tea.

The Repositories are open before and after their respective 
Masses on Sundays.

Communion in the pew:
Any parishioner with mobility problems may request 
communion be brought to them in their pew. 
Please notify one of the ‘Welcomers’ upon arrival at Mass.

Hospital Chaplaincy: If you know of a parishioner who is in 
hospital and who would like a visit, or if you have been 
admitted and would like the Catholic Chaplain to visit, 
please contact Deacon Tony on 01234 950 453.

You may make donations in the same way as if using the 
DONA machines in the narthexes of our churches.

Holy Cross   Ss Philip and James

See previous newsletter(s) for details of:

Catholic Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales reflect 
on the meaning of the coming of Christ:
cbcew.org.uk/bishops-affirm-the-true-nature-of-catholic-wi
tness-and-worship-at-christmas/

A Catholic evangelization and healing service led by 
Anointed Fire Catholic Ministry (AFCM), in Our Lady's 
church, Kempston next Sunday, 3rd January from 1:00pm.

SsP&J Welcoming Teams - still in need of volunteers!

For Candidates enrolled for First Holy Communion we need 
prayer sponsors. We still need another 9.

The Community of Our Lady of Walsingham appeal.
maryshouseappeal.org or telephone: 01362 692574 or 
email: office@walsingham community.org 

The Living Waters prayer group meets monthly, on the 
second Tuesday of the month at 7:00pm in Holy Cross.

The NBCC Youth Group meets monthly on the second 
Friday of each month at  6:30pm in Holy Cross hall.

Hospital Chaplaincy
If you know of a parishioner who is in hospital and who 
would like a visit, or if you have been admitted and would 
like the Catholic Chaplain to visit, please contact Deacon 
Tony on 01234 950 453.

Baptism Course
The Sacrament of Baptism, often referred to as the first and 
most important sacrament, is crucial in our spiritual growth 
as it opens the door to all other sacraments in the church 
and it impacts divine graces in our lives. Through Baptism, 
we are incorporated into the body of Christ. We usually 
start the Baptism process with a course on baptism to 
remind parents about their responsibilities in the spiritual 
growth of their children.
Deacon Tony Quinlan will lead the next Baptism course on 
Tuesday, 2nd December, starting at 6:00pm in Holy Cross.
For those who would like their child(ren) baptised, an 
application for Baptism should be made using the form 
which can be found in the parish website at 
northbedfordcatholics.org.uk under the caption: Family and 
Youth Ministry. Application at least two months in advance.
For further details, please contact the parish secretaries.

St. Stephen's Day - 26th December
This year the altar servers of our united parish of Holy Cross 
and Ss Philip and James once again came together on the 
feast day of St Stephen - Patron Saint of Altar Servers to 
celebrate and thank God for His blessings and kindness. 
Prayers were offered through the intercession of St Stephen 
for God's guidance as we serve in His altar with great virtue 
and courage. After the Mass we had a little refreshment in 
the parish hall and gifts were distributed. A much deserved 
'Well done' to all our Altar Servers and their parents for 
supporting them.

Epiphany Home Blessing 2026
The ancient solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord ranks 
among the principal festivals of the whole liturgical year, 
since it celebrates the child born of Mary; the manifestation 
of the one who is the Son of God, the Messiah of the Jewish 
people; and a light to the nations. There is an ancient 
tradition of blessing Christian homes at Epiphany, asking 
God’s blessing on all who live in the home in the coming 
year. We mark the door in chalk with the date, 2026. We 
also add the initials of the names given to the three wise 
people who brought gifts to Jesus in his first home:

● C for Caspar ● M for Melchior ● B for Balthasar

The initials, C-M-B, also stand for the three words of the 
Latin prayer: Christus Mansionem Benedicat

May Christ bless this house

Gather together this year and pray the prayer below at the
door of your house. Mark the door with:

20 + C + M + B + 26

Share doing this with all in the house, if you can, and 
remember that every time you come in you are asking 
God’s blessing on the life of your home. Sing “We three 
kings” and tell their story (Matthew 2:1-12). If you cannot 
mark the door, perhaps you may mark the floor.

Prayer at the door of your house
Lord God of heaven and earth,
you revealed your only begotten Son to every nation
by the guidance of a star.
Bless this house
and all who inhabit it.
Fill us with the light of Christ,
that our concern for others may reflect your love.
We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen

Blessed chalks, used in the blessing of our homes, will be
available at each Mass of the Epiphany.

The winner of the Christmas Cake raffle is blue ticket 260.  
Please call Jo-Anne on 07542 034 735 to claim your prize. 
We made £176 towards Parish Ministry; so thank you all for 
participating. Thanks to the welcomers for selling tickets.
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