
Fourth Week in Ordinary Time
Sunday Mass Cycle: Year A ; Weekday: Year 2; Psalter 4

The live-stream from HC is at www.mcn.live
HC - Holy Cross; PJ/SsP&J - Ss Philip and James; STM - St Thomas More

Sat      31 Jan Vigil of the Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time
5:30pm    HC Vigil Mass: Paul Mulhem, RIP

Sun       1 Feb Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Day of Prayer for Racial Justice

9:00am    HC Mass: Jane Fitzgerald, RIP
11:00am  PJ Mass: Missa pro populo

Mon      2 Feb The Presentation of the Lord - Feast
10:00am  PJ Mass: Tim Peachey, RIP

Tue        3 Feb Feria
9:40am    HC Lauds (Morning Prayer)
10:00am  HC Mass: Paddy Crampton, RIP

Wed      4 Feb Feria
10:00am  HC Liturgy of the Word and Holy Communion

followed by Eucharistic Adoration to 11:00am

Thu        5 Feb St Agatha, Virgin and Martyr - Memorial
8:20am    STM Mass: All staff and students
9:40am    PJ Lauds (Morning Prayer)
10:00am  PJ Mass: Marie Peachey, RIP
Fri          6 Feb Ss Paul Miki and companions, Martyrs-Mem
10:00am  HC Mass: Mia Davantes, healing
7:00pm    PJ Mass: John Asher, RIP

Sat         7 Feb Memorial of the Blesséd Virgin Mary
10:00am  PJ Mass: Baby Sirblin Henson, safe arrival

followed by Eucharistic Adoration and the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation until 11:15am

5:30pm    HC Vigil Mass: Daniele Frascoia, RIP

Sun        8 Feb Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time
9:00am    HC Mass: Missa pro populo
11:00am  PJ Mass: Michael Toner, RIP

NB: We seek to open the Church thirty minutes before any Mass or liturgy

The North Bedford
 Catholic Community of
 Holy Cross Church and

Ss Philip and James Church
The month of February is dedicated to the Holy Family

Our Parish Family:
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Celebrating the Present,
Embracing the Future.
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Contact Luz 
Budek, 
Stephanie, and 
Martin 
Clitheroe about 
Propers:
Responsorial 
Psalm only

Responsorial Psalm: Blessed are the poor in spirit;
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
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Deacon: Rev. Tony Quinlan: Tel: (01234) 950453; deacontony.quinlan@northamptondiocese.org (Ss Philip and James:  www.caspar.church/me/?ID=55971
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Eucharistic Adoration is on Wednesdays in HC after Liturgy 
until 11:00am, and on Saturdays in SsP&J after Mass, 
followed by the Sacrament of Reconciliation until 11:15am.

2026

Diary for our community

9th   Dec @ 6:00pm Gospel choir followed by:
      7:00pm Living Water prayer group in HC

12th Dec @ 6:30pm NBCC Youth Group in HC

Please pray for the repose of the soul of Giuseppe Belle, 
RIP, whose funeral liturgy will be held in Holy Cross church 
this Thursday, 5th February at 11:00am.

Please pray also for the repose of the soul of Jane 
Fitzgerald, RIP, whose funeral will be on Monday, 9th 
February at 1:45pm in Bedford Crematorium. For those 
unable to attend, the service will be available online at: 
watch.obitus.com (username: velo0179 password: 671181)

Please pray for the repose of the soul of Michelina Valerio, 
RIP, whose funeral liturgy will be held at the Italian church, 
Woburn Road on Thursday, 5th February at 12:30pm.

And please pray for the repose of the soul of Marguerite 
Walsh, RIP, who passed away peacefully in her sleep on 22nd 
January. Funeral arrangements still to be confirmed.

Please be aware that the Holy Cross parish office will be 
closed on Monday, 16th and Thursday, 19th February.

Day of Prayer for Racial Justice: Sunday, 1st February
The theme for Racial Justice Sunday is: “Whoever loves God 
must also love his brother” (1 John 4:21): Promoting Racial 
Justice in our Parishes.

Where racial justice is concerned, we must never tire of 
repeating what has been said before. Racial Justice Sunday 
is devoted to the promotion of racial justice in our Catholic 
parishes across England and Wales and society and an 
encouragement to be conscious of the need for justice in all 
its forms. In an increasingly tense climate, it is imperative 
that we listen to, and learn from, the experiences, 
challenges and opportunities encountered in the mission of 
promoting racial justice in Catholic parishes today. Our 
parishes should be places where we can all truly grow in 
ever-deeper knowledge and love of each other and God.
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Six bible studies on the Sunday Gospels in Lent
Mauro Iannicelli from the Come and See Formation 
Ministries will break-open the Sunday Gospels in Lent with 
in-depth teaching and stimulating questions.
It starts on Tuesday, 17th February @7:00pm and then 
continues for five consecutive Tuesdays until 24th March.
It is live on YouTube. Visit: comeandsee.org/lent26

Journey with Jesus through Lent 
During Lent, the Pastoral Development Vicariate is offering 
you the opportunity for weekly online small-group sessions 
(various days and times are available) to help deepen your 
relationship with Jesus through Scripture. Using St Beuno’s 
Outreach Prego resources, each 45 minute session invites 
you to pray and reflect on Scripture for the coming Sunday. 
Starting week-commencing 16th February, the programme 
runs once a week for six weeks. You may still sign up at:
northamptondiocese.org/lenten-journey/

Thanks be to 
God, we now 
have enough 
prayer partners 
to give each child 
their own 
sponsor.
The children 
continue to 
prepare for the 
sacraments and 
in just one month 
they will have 
their First 
Reconciliation.
On Saturday last, 
they learned the 
Five-Finger 
Prayer.

Food Bank. Items we need are: Long Life 
Fruit Juice, Long  Life  Sponge  Pudding,   
Tinned  Meat, Tinned  Tuna, Jars  of  Coffee,

Bars of Chocolate, and Biscuits. Collecting boxes in each 
parish and at SsP&J these boxes are in the parish room.

St Vincent’s
Together, we can make a difference

1:00pm to 3:30pm every Tuesday
Holy Cross Church, 355 Goldington Road

Bedford MK41 0DP

Bible Alive - Just ten minutes a day reflecting on the 
scriptures is a great way to start your day. Bible Alive gives a 
commentary on the day's gospel-reading. Free copies for 
January and February are still available in the narthexes.

Flower arrangers at Ss Philip and James
You will have seen through the year, the wonderful displays 
of flowers that our team of arrangers put together. Our 
flower arrangers are still looking for more people to join the 
team. Please contact Maureen Brewer on 07749 251 625 
and release your inner florist or ikebana. 

Catholic Young Artist and Young Writer Awards
The Catholic Union Charitable Trust is delighted to 
announce the Catholic Young Artist Award, newly launched 
this year and open to primary school-aged children.
The Theme is: Forgiveness
Judge: Margaret Mizen, Founder of the Mizen Foundation
The winner will be announced before the end of the 
academic year and will receive a cash prize, with runners-up 
also recognised. This Award runs alongside the Catholic 
Young Writer Award, open to Catholic pupils of secondary 
school age, which invites young people to reflect on the 
question: “Why do we go to Confession?”
For more information:
catholicunion.org.uk/2026/01/young-catholic-artist-award-2026/

Walking in the Holy Spirit (Fanning into Flames)
The Northampton Charismatic Diocesan Services of 
Communion (CDSC) invite parishioners to take part in 
Walking in the Holy Spirit (Fanning into Flames) — a 
four-part monthly online series exploring how the Holy 
Spirit shapes, strengthens, and sends us out as disciples of 
Christ. Each Zoom session offers accessible teaching and 
practical encouragement to deepen our relationship with 
the Holy Spirit and grow in confidence in Christian life.
Sessions run from 7:00 - 8:30pm on Tuesdays:
● 17 February – Growth – Fr Emmanuel Okami
● 17 March – Bonding – Speaker to be confirmed
● 16 June – Empowerment – Charles Whitehead
● 14 July – Mission – Maria Heath

All are welcome. For more information visit:
northamptondiocese.org/courses/walking-in-the-holy-spirit/

SVP Surplus Gift Sale in aid of the Camino Pilgrimage
The Gift sale will be in Holy Cross church hall on Saturday, 
14th February after the 5:30pm Mass and then on Sunday, 
after the 9:00am Mass. Please leave donations in the box in 
the narthex by next Sunday, 8th February. All money raised 
will directly benefit our local and national SVP. Thank You
SVP Quiz Night in aid of the Camino Pilgrimage

Friday, 27th February, 7:00pm in Holy Cross parish room 
with a maximum of eight persons per team - costs: £10 per 
adult £5 per child (under 5s free) - the price includes buffet 
supper but bring your own drinks. Naturally there is a raffle 
on the night. All proceeds to SVP - Camino Pilgrimage and 
tickets will be on sale after Masses from next weekend.
Contact Krystyna Sykes on 07814 861 843 

In April, Krystyna Sykes will be walking the Camino de 
Santiago. Krystyna will walk the 100km over six days and 
will raise funds for the SVP through sponsorship.
You may donate: justgiving.com/page/krystyna-sykes-2

Come and See - Discernment Day for Men
This is a day for men exploring or discerning a possible call 
to the diocesan priesthood.
● Date, time and place: Saturday, 28th March at 11:00am 

in Our Lady help of Christians and St Lawrence, Olney
● Programme: Prayer and reflection, talks about priestly 

vocation, open Q&A session
● Who Should Attend: Men thinking about or discerning a 

call to priesthood.
Full information is available on the diocesan website:
northamptondiocese.org/priestly-discernment

Catechist Formation - Bishop’s Certificate in Catechesis
There is no fixed fee, donations welcomed. Course details:
● Seven virtual sessions from 7:30 - 9:00pm
● Starts Friday, 27th February
● Subsequent sessions: 6th, 13th, 20th, 27th March; 10th, 

17th April
northamptondiocese.org/courses/bishops-certificate-in-cat
echesis-level-1-february-2026/

National Board of Catholic Women
Dr Phyllis Zagano, world expert on the role of women in the 
Catholic church, will be joining the National Board of 
Catholic Women (NBCW) on Thursday, 26th February, online 
at 6:30pm, for a conversation entitled:

The Synod and Women: Which Way to the Future?
Dr Zagano joins the NBCW (a consultative body to the 
Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales) at the beginning 
of an exciting year of innovative engagement with Catholic 
women. To register, please visit: nbcw.co.uk

Collections for our joint parishes in December

Holy Cross: £xxxxxx Open plate and envelopes
Ss P&J: £xxxxxx Open plate and envelopes

Figures do not include standing orders or donations made 
by Dona machines in the narthexes or by the QR codes.

Hospital Mass
Every second and fourth Tuesday of each month, Mass will 
be celebrated at 2:00pm in the 'Prayer Room' of South 
Wing hospital.
If you are a patient and feel well enough to attend, or a staff 
member or visitor, please join us for the celebration of the 
Sacrament of the Mass.
If you are an in-patient, please feel free to contact Deacon 
Tony - 01234 950 453 (or via email). Deacon Tony can visit 
you in hospital; particularly on those days.

You may make donations in the same way as if using the 
DONA machines in the narthexes of our churches.

Holy Cross   Ss Philip and James

See previous newsletter(s) for details of:

Fr Alex on annual holiday and one year memorial Mass for 
his late father, Sir Jude Ibe - returning on 6th February.

For Candidates enrolled for First Holy Communion we need 
prayer sponsors. We still need another thirteen!

The Community of Our Lady of Walsingham appeal.
maryshouseappeal.org telephone: 01362 692574 or email: 
office@walsingham community.org 

LUX Youth Residential Weekend from 13th- 15th February at 
Kings Park Centre, Northampton. For more info or to book: 
nymo.org/lux-belong-2026/ or email:
NYMO@northamptondiocese.com

The Living Waters prayer group meets monthly, on the 
second Tuesday of the month at 7:00pm in Holy Cross.

The NBCC Youth Group meets monthly on the second 
Friday of each month at  6:30pm in Holy Cross hall.

Hospital Chaplaincy
If you know of a parishioner who is in hospital and who 
would like a visit, or if you have been admitted and would 
like the Catholic Chaplain to visit, please contact Deacon 
Tony on 01234 950 453.

Pastoral visits/Communion to the Sick
If you know anyone who is unwell and is longing for a visit 
with communion, please contact the parish office with the 
person's name, address and phone number.
Fr Richard, one of our Deacons, or an Extraordinary Minister 
will arrange to visit.

The online Rosary Group meets from 8:00am to 8:20am 
weekdays on Zoom. ID: 833 1504 6319 Password: Rosary

The Rosary and Divine Mercy Group meets in SsP&J each 
Monday at 1:45pm. Divine Chaplet, Rosary, cup of tea.

Holy Cross and Ss Philip and James Repositories
The Repositories are open before and after their respective 
Masses on Sundays.

Love and Beauty in St John’s Spiritual Canticle
It is 100 years since St John of the Cross was declared a 
Doctor of the Church. To celebrate this anniversary, Fr 
Matthew Blake, OCD, is leading a residential weekend 
exploring the themes of love and beauty in the saint’s 
poetry. From Friday, 20th to Sunday, 22nd February you may 
apply through the Christian Heritage Centre website.

Encounter Ministry Healing Service
Encounter Ministry is hosting a special Healing Service at 
Northampton Cathedral on Saturday, 28th February at 
7:30pm. All are warmly invited to attend.
The event is free and with no sign-up required. It forms part 
of a wider healing school taking place on Friday and 
Saturday, welcoming over 100 participants from across the 
UK who will serve as prayer ministers on Saturday evening.
northamptondiocese.org/courses/encounter-ministries/

https://comeandsee.org/lent26
https://northamptondiocese.org/lenten-journey/
https://catholicunion.org.uk/2026/01/young-catholic-artist-award-2026/
https://northamptondiocese.org/courses/walking-in-the-holy-spirit/
https://www.justgiving.com/page/krystyna-sykes-2
https://northamptondiocese.org/priestly-discernment
https://northamptondiocese.org/courses/bishops-certificate-in-catechesis-level-1-february-2026/
https://northamptondiocese.org/courses/bishops-certificate-in-catechesis-level-1-february-2026/
https://www.nbcw.co.uk/
http://www.maryshouseappeal.org/
http://nymo.org/lux-belong-2026/
mailto:NYMO@northamptondiocese.com
https://northamptondiocese.org/courses/encounter-ministries/

