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Responsorial Psalm: 
My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?

2026

Diary for our community

9th   Dec @ 6:00pm Gospel choir followed by:
      7:00pm Living Water prayer group in HC

12th Dec @ 6:30pm NBCC Youth Group in HC

Easter Offering Envelopes
There are envelopes in each narthex marked Easter 
Offering Envelopes. This is our gift to our parish priests

Holy Cross and Ss Philip and James Repositories 
The Repositories are open before and after Sunday Mass.

Please continue to pray for the repose of the soul of Joy 
Matheiken, RIP, who died peacefully on Friday last week. 
His funeral Mass will be announced later. We also pray for 
God's consolation to the family members. 
May His gentle soul rest in peace, Amen.

The Sacrament of Reconciliation ONLY is on Saturday in Ss 
Philip and James, after Lauds, until 11:30am.

Easter Celebrations
Holy Saturday, 4th April
10:30am    PJ Morning Prayer (Lauds)
7:00pm      HC Easter Vigil in the Holy Night
8:30pm      PJ Easter Vigil in the Holy Night

Easter Sunday, 5th April
9:00am      HC Mass of the Resurrection of the Lord
11:00am   PJ Mass of the Resurrection of the Lord

Chrism Mass at Northampton Cathedral
The diocese will celebrate the Chrism Mass this Spy 
Wednesday of Holy Week at midday. Parishioners are 
encouraged to attend. If you need a lift, or if you are able to 
offer a lift, please contact Sheila at the HC parish office.

Maundy Thursday - Washing of the feet
On Holy Thursday, we have the traditional washing of the 
feet of twelve parishioners, commemorating Jesus’ washing 
the feet of his disciples during the Last Supper, a ritual 
symbolizing humility and service. If you wish to be among 
the twelve, please email your name to the parish 
secretaries or put your name on the lists in the narthexes.

You are also reminded that on Maundy Thursday, there will 
be the annual Recommissioning of Extraordinary Ministers 
of the Holy Eucharist. Ask for a renewed mind and strength 
as you continue your service in this ministry and attend the 
Maundy Thursday service for this important liturgy.

Sixth Week in Lent

Sunday Mass Cycle: Year A; Weekday: Year 2; Psalter 2

The live-stream from HC is at www.mcn.live
HC - Holy Cross; PJ/SsP&J - Ss Philip and James

Sat     28 Mar Vigil of Palm Sunday
5:30pm    HC Vigil Mass: Peter and Mary McNulty, RIP

Sun    29 Mar Palm Sunday
9:00am    HC Mass: Angela Howe, RIP
11:00am  PJ Mass: Missa pro populo 
1:00pm    PJ Baptism: Ava Elizabeth Priest

Celebrant: Deacon Crispin Walkling-Lea

Mon  30 Mar Monday of Holy Week
10:00am  PJ Mass: Colette Diamond, RIP

Tue    31 Mar Tuesday of Holy Week
9:40am    HC Lauds (Morning Prayer)
10:00am  HC Mass: Derek Storey, RIP

Wed     1 Apr Spy Wednesday of Holy Week
12:00pm Chrism Mass at the Cathedral

Easter Triduum
Thu       2 Apr Maundy Thursday
9:40am    PJ Lauds (Morning Prayer)
7:30pm    HC Mass

followed by The Watch until midnight
concludes with Night Prayer (Compline)

Fri         3 Apr Good Friday
11:00am  HC Family Stations of the Cross
3:00pm    HC The Passion of the Lord (Solemn Liturgy)
3:00pm    PJ The Passion of the Lord (Solemn Liturgy)

Retiring  collection: Holy Places of Palestine
7:00pm    PJ Stations of the Cross

Good Friday is a day of Fasting, and Abstinence from eating meat

Sat        4 Apr Holy Saturday
10:30am  PJ Lauds (Morning Prayer)

followed by the Sacrament of Confession
7:00pm    HC Easter Vigil
8:30pm    PJ Easter Vigil

Sun       5 Apr Easter Sunday
9:00am    HC Mass: Missa pro populo
11:00am  PJ Mass: Barbara Dainton, RIP 

NB: We seek to open the Church thirty minutes before any Mass or liturgy
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Pastoral visits/Communion to the Sick
If you know anyone who is unwell and is longing for a visit 
with communion, please contact the parish office with the 
person's name, address and phone number.
Fr Alex or Fr Richard, one of our Deacons, or an 
Extraordinary Minister will arrange to visit.

Hospital Mass
Every second and fourth Tuesday of each month, Mass will 
be celebrated at 2:00pm in the 'Prayer Room' of South 
Wing hospital.
If you are a patient and feel well enough to attend, or a staff 
member or visitor, please join us for the celebration of the 
Sacrament of the Mass.
If you are an in-patient, please feel free to contact Deacon 
Tony - 01234 950 453 (or via email). Deacon Tony can visit 
you in hospital; particularly on those days.

Food Bank. Items we need are: Long Life 
Fruit Juice, Long  Life  Sponge  Pudding,   
Tinned  Meat, Tinned  Tuna, Jars  of  Coffee,

Bars of Chocolate, and Biscuits. Collecting boxes in each 
parish and at SsP&J these boxes are in the parish room.

St Vincent’s
Together, we can make a difference

1:00pm to 3:30pm every Tuesday

Holy Cross Church, 355 Goldington Road
Bedford MK41 0DP

SVP Conference Amalgamation
From Wednesday, 1st April 2026, Ss Philip and James SVP 
Conference is to amalgamate with Holy Cross SVP 
Conference to form one SVP group to cover our joint 
parishes. You will see very little change as we will continue 
our pastoral and fund-raising work as we have done in the 
past. The amalgamated Conference is to be known as Holy 
Cross and Ss Philip and James SVP Conference. Future 
financial transactions (eg. donations) will be conducted 
through the Holy Cross Conference bank account, and 
anyone affected will be notified individually.
Please contact Charles Moubarak (07971 849 135) or Peter 
Morris (07591 579 235) if you require further information.

In April, Krystyna Sykes will be walking the Camino de 
Santiago. Krystyna will walk the 100km over six days and is 
raising funds for the SVP through sponsorship.

Collections for our joint parishes in February

Holy Cross: £1623.73 Open plate and envelopes
Ss P&J: £1184.47 Open plate and envelopes

Figures do not include standing orders or donations made 
by Dona machines in the narthexes or by the QR codes.

You may make donations in the same way as if using the 
DONA machines in the narthexes of our churches.

Holy Cross   Ss Philip and James

Hospital Chaplaincy
If you know of a parishioner who is in hospital and who 
would like a visit, or if you have been admitted and would 
like the Catholic Chaplain to visit, please contact Deacon 
Tony on 01234 950 453.

Pastoral visits/Communion to the Sick
If you know anyone who is unwell and is longing for a visit 
with communion, please contact the parish office with the 
person's name, address and phone number.
Fr Alex or Fr Richard, one of our Deacons, or an 
Extraordinary Minister will arrange to visit.

Planned Giving envelopes
The new Gift Aid boxes will be distributed this weekend. 
Margaret Wells will be at each Mass so please pick up your 
boxes from her. She will also be available to discuss with 
anyone who wishes to sign up for Gift Aid and to set up 
standing orders.

The Rosary and Divine Mercy Group meets in SsP&J each 
Monday at 1:45pm. Divine Chaplet, Rosary, cup of tea.

The Rosary and Divine Mercy Group meets in SsP&J each 
Monday at 1:45pm Divine Chaplet, Rosary, cup of tea. 
What’s not to like, eh?

See previous newsletters for the details of:

40 pence for 40 days
By giving up 40p for 40 days through Lent please support 
local individuals and families facing hardship this Easter.

Catholic Young Artist and Young Writer Awards
The    deadline     for     young    artistic submissions is 22nd 
May. The deadline for young writers is 30th June. See:
catholicunion.org.uk/2026/01/young-catholic-artist-award-2026/

MARRIAGE SUPPORT: If you are just in a rut or for more 
serious issues – Retrouvaille could be the solution. 
retrouvaille.org.uk  Telephone: 0797 338 0443

The online Rosary Group meets from 8:00am to 8:20am 
weekdays on Zoom. ID: 833 1504 6319 Password: Rosary

The Rosary and Divine Mercy Group meets in SsP&J each 
Monday at 1:45pm. Divine Chaplet, Rosary, cup of tea.

Holy Cross and Ss Philip and James Repositories
The Repositories are open before and after their respective 
Masses on Sundays. SsP&J has new stock for Easter and St 
Patrick’s Day.

Bedfordshire Pastoral Area Triduum Mass times

https://catholicunion.org.uk/2026/01/young-catholic-artist-award-2026/
https://evfb0.r.sp1-brevo.net/mk/cl/f/sh/SMK1E8tHeFuBo1IvBgvb3ncNMg7U/sUE8khATGS5W

