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A  big 'Thank You' to everyone who has journeyed with Christ 
and His church throughout the season of Lent and to all who 
participated in the Masses and other liturgical activities from 
the beginning of Holy Week - Palm Sunday. We are also 
impressed with the good turn out. May the glory of the risen 
Christ shine in your hearts and homes. Pictures from the Palm 
Sunday celebration can be found on our parish website.
We also sincerely appreciate everyone who contributed 
towards the success of our Liturgical celebrations during the 
Easter Triduum: the Choir, organists, Readers, stewards, 
flowers arrangers, cleaners, sacristans, Easter Garden 
decorators, those that helped with veiling and unveiling the 
crucifixes and statues and the Easter Fire. We thank the 
secretaries, Altar Servers, Extraordinary ministers of the 
Eucharistic, to mention but a few. May God bless you all!
To all who have expressed one form of kindness or another, 
your encouragement and kind words, even your support and 
contributions to the Easter offerings, cards and gifts, we really 
appreciate all that and will remain ever grateful. 
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Responsorial Psalm: This is the day the Lord has made;
let us rejoice in it and be glad.

2026

Diary for our community

9th   Dec @ 6:00pm Gospel choir followed by:
      7:00pm Living Water prayer group in HC

12th Dec @ 6:30pm NBCC Youth Group in HC

Please continue to pray for the repose of the soul of Dr Joy 
Matheiken, RIP, whose funeral Mass will be in St Joseph’s on 
Thursday, 9th April at 10:45am followed by burial at Norse 
Road Cemetery at 12:00pm, midday. 

Please pray also for the repose of the soul of Tony Gros, RIP 
whose funeral liturgy will be at Holy Cross church on 
Wednesday, 15th April at 12:30pm.

* The Stations of the Resurrection also known by the Latin 
name Via Lucis (Way of Light), are a form of Christian 
devotion, encouraging meditation upon the Resurrection of 
Jesus Christ and some of the Resurrection appearances and 
other episodes recorded in the New Testament

Eucharistic Adoration and the Sacrament of Reconciliation is 
on Wednesdays in HC after Mass until 11:00am and on 
Saturdays in SsP&J after Mass until 11:15am.

Easter Celebrations
Holy Saturday, 4th April
10:30am    PJ Morning Prayer (Lauds)
7:00pm      HC Easter Vigil in the Holy Night
8:30pm      PJ Easter Vigil in the Holy Night

Easter Sunday, 5th April
9:00am      HC Mass of the Resurrection of the Lord
11:00am   PJ Mass of the Resurrection of the Lord

Easter Greetings!
HAPPY EASTER!

Alleluia! He is Risen!

Fr Alex, Fr Richard, Deacon Crispin and Deacon Tony wish you 
all a wonderful Easter celebration.
We continue to offer our prayerful support and best wishes to 
everyone during this Eastertide. Fr Alex

First Week in Easter
Sunday Mass Cycle: Year A; Weekday: Year 2; Psalter 1

The live-stream from HC is at www.mcn.live
HC - Holy Cross; PJ/SsP&J - Ss Philip and James

Sat        4 Apr Vigil of Easter Sunday
7:00pm    HC Easter Vigil
8:30pm    PJ Easter Vigil

Sun       5 Apr Easter Sunday
9:00am    HC Mass: Missa pro populo
11:00am  PJ Mass: Barbara Dainton, RIP

Mon     6 Apr Monday of the Easter Octave
10:00am  PJ Mass: Rita Gill, RIP

Tue       7 Apr Tuesday of the Easter Octave
9:40am    HC Lauds (Morning Prayer)
10:00am  HC Mass: Mary Frances Curtin, RIP

Wed     8 Apr Wednesday of the Easter Octave
10:00am  HC Mass: Edith Teasdale, RIP

followed by the Sacrament of Confession and 
Eucharistic Adoration until 11:00am

Thu       9 Apr Thursday of the Easter Octave
9:40am    PJ Lauds (Morning Prayer)
10:00am  PJ Mass: Baby Oliver Woodcock, RIP

Fri       10 Apr Friday of the Easter Octave
10:00am  HC Mass: Sue Dobson - healing
7:00pm    PJ Mass: Anna Slawek - healing
7:40pm    PJ Stations of the Resurrection *

Sat      11 Apr Saturday of the Easter Octave
10:00am  PJ Mass: Mel and Ciaran Woodcock - healing

followed by the Sacrament of Confession and 
Eucharistic Adoration until 11:15am

5:30pm    HC Vigil Mass: Irene Baker, RIP

Sun     12 Apr Divine Mercy Sunday
9:00am    HC Mass: Missa pro populo
11:00am  PJ Mass: Teresa and Douglas Rentle, RIP - anniv

NB: We seek to open the Church thirty minutes before any Mass or liturgy
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Second Sunday of Easter
Divine Mercy Sunday - 12th April

St Faustina Kowalska, a 
Polish nun in the 1930s 
received several visions 
from Our Lord concerning 
the mercy and graces Our 
Lord wished to pour out 
upon  the human race  who

hoped and trusted in his divine mercy. In 
one vision Our Lord declared to St Faustina, 
‘Whoever approaches the Fount of Life on 
this day will be granted complete remission 
of sins and punishment’, (St Faustina’s diary 

300), and also, ‘On this day the very depths 
of My tender mercy are open. I pour out a 
whole ocean of graces upon those souls 
who  approach  the fount  of my  mercy.  Let

no soul fear to draw near to Me, even its sins be as scarlet’. 
(St Faustina’s diary 699)

Our Lord wanted this specific day to be the first Sunday 
directly after Easter Sunday. Pope St John Paul II later 
declared this Sunday as Divine Mercy Sunday and 
promulgated its respective liturgy to be celebrated. The 
time the liturgy to be celebrated was to be 3:00pm, the 
hour of Our Lord’s crucifixion.

Liturgy of Divine Mercy on the Second Sunday of Easter, 
will be held at Ss Philip and James, as follows;
2.30pm: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament.
Deacon Tony will then lead the rosary with the Glorious 
Mysteries
Fr Alex and Fr Richard will celebrate the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation.
3:00pm: Deacon Tony will lead the Divine Mercy chaplet in 
which the choir will act as cantor. Leaflets will be provided 
to allow the congregation to participate.
3.30pm: Conclusion of the liturgy, with the Divine Praises, 
(conclusion of Exposition and Adoration) - Deacon Tony.

Food Bank. Items we need are: Long Life 
Fruit Juice, Long  Life  Sponge  Pudding,   
Tinned  Meat, Tinned  Tuna, Jars  of  Coffee,

Bars of Chocolate, and Biscuits. Collecting boxes in each 
parish and at SsP&J these boxes are in the parish room.

St Vincent’s
Together, we can make a difference
1:00pm to 3:30pm every Tuesday

Holy Cross Church

The Chisen Trustees would like to 
thank everyone who supported the 
Easter Raffle. A magnificent £300 was 
raised, all of which will go towards the 
building of the House of Hope in 
Ghana.
1st Prize was won by Leah Rivas
2nd Prize was won by Dorothy Bartram 

Next Sunday, 12th April, Krystyna Sykes begins her Camino 
pilgrimage. Throughout her journey, Krystyna will be 
dedicating each day to specific prayer intentions. She will 
hold Holy Cross Parish in her prayers on Wednesday, 15th 
April, followed by Ss Philip and James on Thursday, 16th 
April. Krystyna is deeply grateful for the support of all 
parishioners. Donations for the SVP will be gratefully 
received until the end of April.

Collections for our joint parishes in March

Holy Cross: £2360.11 Open plate and envelopes
Ss P&J: £1862.83 Open plate and envelopes

Figures do not include standing orders or donations made 
by Dona machines in the narthexes or by the QR codes.

Holy Cross and Ss Philip and James Repositories
The Repositories are open before and after their respective 
Masses on Sundays.

See previous newsletters for the details of:

Catholic Young Artist and Young Writer Awards
The    deadline     for     young    artistic submissions is 22nd 
May. The deadline for young writers is 30th June. See:
catholicunion.org.uk/2026/01/young-catholic-artist-award-2026/

You may make donations in the same way as if using the 
DONA machines in the narthexes of our churches.

Holy Cross   Ss Philip and James

Hospital Chaplaincy
If you know of a parishioner who is in hospital and who 
would like a visit, or if you have been admitted and would 
like the Catholic Chaplain to visit, please contact Deacon 
Tony on 01234 950 453.

Pastoral visits/Communion to the Sick
If you know anyone who is unwell and is longing for a visit 
with communion, please contact the parish office with the 
person's name, address and phone number.
Fr Alex or Fr Richard, one of our Deacons, or an 
Extraordinary Minister will arrange to visit.

See previous newsletters for the details of:

Catholic Young Artist and Young Writer Awards
The    deadline     for     young    artistic submissions is 22nd 
May. The deadline for young writers is 30th June. See:
catholicunion.org.uk/2026/01/young-catholic-artist-award-2026/

MARRIAGE SUPPORT: If you are just in a rut or for more 
serious issues – Retrouvaille could be the solution. 
retrouvaille.org.uk  Telephone: 0797 338 0443

Please be aware that Holy Cross parish 
office will be closed Monday, 6th April. 
Open again on Thursday, 9th April.

The online Rosary Group meets from 
8:00am to 8:20am weekdays on Zoom. 
ID: 833 1504 6319 Password: Rosary

The Rosary and Divine Mercy Group 
meets in SsP&J on Monday at 1:45pm. 
Divine Chaplet, Rosary, cup of tea. 
What’s not to like, eh! 😃
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