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Responsorial Psalm: 
O Lord, you will show me the path of life.

2026

Diary for our community

9th   Dec @ 6:00pm Gospel choir followed by:
      7:00pm Living Water prayer group in HC

12th Dec @ 6:30pm NBCC Youth Group in HC

International Workers’ Day
Friday, 1st May is International Workers’ Day, honouring 
workers, labour rights, and social justice movements. We will 
be using this opportunity to celebrate and appreciate all the 
voluntary workers in our united parish. We will celebrate Mass 
in the evening on that Friday at 7:00pm in Ss Philip and James 
to thank God for our voluntary workers and pray that God will 
continue to bless them. Our voluntary workers do a lot behind 
the scenes and we appreciate all of that. There will be light 
refreshments in the parish room afterwards. 

In May we also have May Devotions. The Catholic church has a 
long‑standing tradition of dedicating the entire month of May 
to the Blessed Virgin Mary. It is a month marked by special 
acts of love, honour, and veneration towards Our Lady. 
According to Catholic sources, May has been associated with 
Mary since at least the Middle Ages, when Christians offered 
flowers and songs to her during springtime. The devotion 
became formally established in the 18th century, especially 
through the influence of the Jesuits, and was later strongly 
encouraged by popes such as Paul VI in Mense Maio. Key 
elements of May Devotions include: daily Marian Prayers,  the 
rosary, special hymns, litanies and Marian processions, etc.

The online Rosary Group meets from 8:00am to 8:20am 
weekdays on Zoom. ID: 833 1504 6319 Password: Rosary

Feast of Ss Philip and James
Sunday, 3rd of May is the feast of Ss Philip and James, our 
Patronal Festival, and there will be light refreshments and the 
cutting of a feast cake afterwards. We will also commence 
preparations for the celebration of the 60th Anniversary of the 
consecration of Ss Philip and James church next year. 

The SMMM Congregation, the order to which Fr Alex and Fr 
Richard belong, is holding their biannual retreat in Scotland 
from Monday, 4th to Friday 8th May. During that time please 
consult the newsletter for any relevent changes to the 
liturgical calendar. 

Next weekend there will be a retiring collection for the 
diocesan Priests’ Training Fund.

Eucharistic Adoration and the Sacrament of Reconciliation is 
on Wednesdays in HC after Mass until 11:00am and on 
Saturdays in SsP&J after Mass until 11:15am.

Third Week in Easter
Sunday Mass Cycle: Year A; Weekday: Year 2; Psalter 3

The live-stream from HC is at www.mcn.live
HC - Holy Cross; PJ/SsP&J - Ss Philip and James; STM - St Thomas More school

Sat      18 Apr Vigil of the Third Sunday of Easter
5:30pm    HC Vigil Mass: Dan and Gertie O'Connor, RIP

Sun     19 Apr Third Sunday of Easter
9:00am    HC Mass: Stella Good - healing
11:00am  PJ Mass: Missa pro populo
1:00pm    PJ Baptism: Matteo and Alessio Marshall,

Santino and Inesso Martucci–Thompson
Celebrant: Deacon Tony Quinlan

Mon   20 Apr Feria
10:00am  PJ Mass: Natalie Eddson, RIP

Tue     21 Apr Feria
9:40am    HC Lauds (Morning Prayer)
10:00am  HC Mass: Hilary Carter, RIP

Wed   22 Apr Feria
10:00am  HC Mass: Fr Wayne Coughlin - healing

followed by the Sacrament of Confession and 
Eucharistic Adoration until 11:00am

Thu     23 Apr St George, Martyr - Solemnity
Patron of England

8:20am    STM Mass: All staff and parents
9:40am    PJ Lauds (Morning Prayer)
10:00am  PJ Mass: Holy Souls in Purgatory

Fri       24 Apr Feria
10:00am  HC Mass: Tony Commons, RIP
7:00pm    PJ Mass: Dr Joy Matheiken, RIP

Sat      25 Apr St Mark, Evangelist - Feast
10:00am  PJ Mass: Susie - healing

followed by the Sacrament of Confession and 
Eucharistic Adoration until 11:15am

11:00am  HC Baptism: Lorenzo Gabriel Xavier Massud
Celebrant: Deacon Tony Quinlan

5:30pm    HC Vigil Mass: James, John, Robert and 
Christopher Donnelly, RIP

Sun     26 Apr Fourth Sunday of Easter
Diocesan Priests’ Training Fund

9:00am    HC Mass: Missa pro Populo
11:00am  PJ Mass: Dainton family - in their grief

NB: We seek to open the Church thirty minutes before any Mass or liturgy
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Food Bank. Items we need are: Long Life 
Fruit Juice, Long  Life  Sponge  Pudding,   
Tinned  Meat, Tinned  Tuna, Jars  of  Coffee,

Bars of Chocolate, and Biscuits. Collecting boxes in each 
parish and at SsP&J these boxes are in the parish room.

St Vincent’s
Together, we can make a difference

1:00pm to 3:30pm every Tuesday in Holy Cross Church

Called and Equipped 2026-27
Want to go deeper in your faith? Is now the time to take the next step? Our 
year-long Called and Equipped discipleship course begins this September, 
offering a foundation in Catholic teaching and a journey of faith formation with 
a like-minded community. This course is for anyone active in parish life or 
coming into ministry. Find out more here:
northamptondiocese.org/called-equipped/ or sign up to introductory webinars:
tickettailor.com/events/northamptondiocese 

Hospital Mass
Every second and fourth Tuesday of each month, Mass will
be celebrated at 2:00pm in the 'Prayer Room' of South Wing 
hospital. If you are a patient and feel well enough to attend, 
or if you are a staff member or visitor, please join us for the 
celebration of the Sacrament of the Mass.
If you are an in-patient, please feel free to contact Deacon
Tony - 01234 950 453 (or via email). Deacon Tony can visit
you in hospital; particularly on those days.

David Goodbourn Lecture 2026 - In the midst of the violence and suffering in 
the Holy Land, Fr David Neuhaus will be giving the David Goodbourn Lecture, 
entitled Palestine-Israel: A Catholic Perspective. This lecture, sponsored by 
Churches Together in Britain and Ireland, is on Zoom, Thursday, 14th May from 
7:00 - 9:00pm. More info: ctbi.org.uk/event/david-goodbourn-lecture-2026/

Collections for our joint parishes in March

Holy Cross: £2360.11 Open plate and envelopes
Ss P&J: £1862.83 Open plate and envelopes

Figures do not include standing orders or donations made 
by Dona machines in the narthexes or by the QR codes.

Mary’s Meals envelopes are available in our narthexes. The 
charity serves nutritious school meals to children living in 
some of the world’s poorest countries. The promise of a 
good meal attracts these hungry children into the 
classroom, giving them the energy to learn and hope for a 
better future. Please place any foreign currency you may 
have left over from your travels in the envelopes which may 
be returned to Margaret Wells or any of the Welcomers.You may make donations in the same way as if using the 

DONA machines in the narthexes of our churches.

Holy Cross   Ss Philip and James

Hospital Chaplaincy
If you know of a parishioner who is in hospital and who 
would like a visit, or if you have been admitted and would 
like the Catholic Chaplain to visit, please contact Deacon 
Tony on 01234 950 453.

Pastoral visits/Communion to the Sick
If you know anyone who is unwell and is longing for a visit 
with communion, please contact the parish office with the 
person's name, address and phone number.
Fr Alex or Fr Richard, one of our Deacons, or an 
Extraordinary Minister will arrange to visit.

Ss Philip and James new sanctuary carpet appeal
We are replacing the faded carpet on the sanctuary and Kathy 
Goodwin is addressing the SsP&J congregation this Sunday 
with an appeal to fund this. Parishioners may sponsor a 
one-metre-square at £20 per donation by filling in the sheet in 
the narthex and placing their cash offering in an envelope in 
the collection plate or by using the Dona machine/QR code.

The 2026 Life in the Spirit Seminars
The Seminars are being run by the Diocesan Catholic Charismatic Renewal 
team. This year the seminars are online so more in the diocese can attend.
The six sessions are:
● The Fathers Loving Plan – Tuesday, 28th April
● The Joy Of The Gospel – Tuesday 5th May
● The Gift Of The Spirit – Tuesday 12th May
● Unwrapping God’s Gift – 19th May
● Encountering the Holy Spirit (Part B) – 26th May
● Living In The Spirit – 2nd June

The Baptism in The Holy Spirit retreat day will take place IN-PERSON on 
Pentecost Eve, Saturday, 23rd May at 11:00am in Our Lady, Help of Christians, 52 
Castle Street, Chapel Langley, Luton LU1 3AG

Presented by international speakers: David Payne, Michelle Moran, Charles 
Whitehead and Jenny Baker; the sessions last 30 minutes and include 
testimonies from laity and clergy. For more information go to:
northamptondiocese.org/life-in-the-spirit-seminars-2026/

See previous newsletters for the details of:

Catholic Young Artist and Young Writer Awards
The    deadline     for     young    artistic submissions is 22nd 
May. The deadline for young writers is 30th June. See:
catholicunion.org.uk/2026/01/young-catholic-artist-award-2026/

MARRIAGE SUPPORT: If you are just in a rut or for more 
serious issues – Retrouvaille could be the solution. 
retrouvaille.org.uk  Telephone: 0797 338 0443

National Day of Prayer for Survivors of 
Abuse - Tuesday, 5th May
The day of prayer for the victims and 
survivors of abuse is an important 
initiative. Originally observed during 
the season of Lent, the Bishops of 
England and Wales, listening to the 
voices of victims and survivors, moved 
the date to Tuesday of the fifth week of 
Easter.
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