
Rosary Procession - Sunday, 25th October
Throughout the month of October, dedicated to Our Lady of 
the Rosary, our Holy Father invites us to pray the Holy 
Rosary. We are encouraged to join in praying the Rosary 
collectively 30 minutes before Mass on Mondays in SsP&J 
and Fridays in HC. 
To mark the end of the month in honour of Our Lady of the 
Rosary, there will be Rosary Processions after the 9:00am 
Mass at Holy Cross and the 11:00am Mass at Ss Philip and 
James. We need volunteers to carry the statue of Our 
Blessed Lady and also people from each church to lead the 
five Glorious Mysteries. Please talk to any of the clergy if 
you would like to volunteer or email the HC secretary:
parish.holycross@northamptondiocese.org. The Rosary 
procession ends in front of the grotto of Our Lady.

Prisoners’ Sunday 
This Sunday is Prisoners’ Sunday, a day to pray for people in 
prison, their families and children, victims and survivors of 
crime, and all those working within the criminal justice 
system. It marks the beginning of the ecumenical Prisons 
Week which encourages people to support PACT (Prison 
Advice and Care Trust). PACT, the national Catholic prison 
charity, supports people in prison, people with convictions 
and their families across England and Wales. Please, 
support its work through prayer, volunteering and giving.

World Mission Sunday (Missio) is celebrated next 
weekend, 17th/18th October, marking the 100th anniversary 
of its establishment by Pope Pius XI in 1926. This day is the 
only Sunday in the year when the entire Catholic Church 
unites in prayer and collects donations exclusively for 
missionary activity. The annual theme for 2026, chosen by 
Pope Leo XIV, is "One in Christ, United in Mission." The 
collected funds are distributed through the Pontifical 
Mission Societies, where the Church is young, poor, or 
persecuted. Resources are used for seminary formation, 
church construction, healthcare, and catechetical programs. 

Please pray for the repose of the soul of Luigi Raia, RIP 
whose funeral Mass will be in Holy Cross church this 
Tuesday, 13th October at 1:30pm.

The Sacrament of Reconciliation and Eucharistic Adoration 
is on Wednesdays at HC after Mass until 11:00am ONLY this 
week. Saturday has the preparation for the youth excursion
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Responsorial Psalm: In the Lord’s own house shall I dwell for 
length of days unending.

2026

Diary for our community

9th   Dec @ 6:00pm Gospel choir followed by:
      7:00pm Living Water prayer group in HC

12th Dec @ 6:30pm NBCC Youth Group in HC

Twenty-Eighth Week in Ordinary Time
Sunday Mass Cycle: Year A; Weekday: Year 2; Psalter 4

The live-stream from HC is at www.mcn.live
HC - Holy Cross; PJ/SsP&J - Ss Philip and James; STM - St Thomas More school

Sat      10 Oct Vigil of the Twenty-Eighth Sunday
5:30pm   HC Vigil Mass: Anna-Marie Wright - healing

Sun     11 Oct Twenty-Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Prisoners’ Sunday Appeal

9:00am   HC Mass: Missa pro populo
11:00am PJ Mass: Tadeusz Piotrowski, RIP

Mon   12 Oct Feria
10:00am PJ Mass: The Bull family, RIP

Tue     13 Oct St Edward the Confessor, King - Memorial
9:40am   HC Lauds (Morning Prayer)
10:00am HC Mass: Raj Sohun, RIP - anniversary

Wed   14 Oct Feria
10:00am HC Mass: Eileen Bull, RIP

followed by the Sacrament of Confession and
Eucharistic Adoration until 11:00am

Thu    15 Oct St Teresa of Avila, Virgin and Doctor - Mem
8:20am   STM Mass: All Staff and Parents
9:40am   PJ Lauds (Morning Prayer)
10:00am PJ Mass: Brigitte McMahon, RIP

Fri       16 Oct Feria
10:00am HC Mass: Toddler Edward Tillotson 

- speedy recovery
7:00pm   PJ Mass: Slawek friends and family - intentions

Sat      17 Oct St Ignatius of Antioch, Bishop and Martyr  
- Memorial

10:00am PJ Mass: Youths in our parish
5:30pm   HC Vigil Mass: Nigel Good, RIP -  20th anniv

Sun     18 Oct Twenty-Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Mission Sunday - Missio

9:00am   HC Mass: Chris and Lucy White 
- 10th Wedding anniversary

11:00am PJ Mass: Missa pro populo

NB: We seek to open the Church thirty minutes before any Mass or liturgy

The online Rosary Group meets from 8:00am to 8:20am 
weekdays on Zoom. ID: 833 1504 6319 Password: Rosary

The Rosary and Divine Mercy Group meets in SsP&J each 
Monday at 1:45pm. Divine Chaplet, Rosary, cup of tea.

Holy Cross and Ss Philip and James Repositories are open 
before and after their respective Masses on Sundays.

Communion in the pew
Any parishioner with mobility problems may request 
communion be brought to them in their pew by speaking 
with a Welcomer when they arrive at Mass.
Pastoral visits/Communion to the Sick
If you know anyone who is unwell and is longing for a visit 
with communion, please contact the parish office with the 
person's name, address and phone number.
Fr Alex or Fr Richard, one of our Deacons, or an 
Extraordinary Minister will arrange to visit.

The Holy Father’s prayer intention for October
“Let us pray that the mental health ministry be established 
throughout the Church, helping to overcome the stigma and 
discrimination of persons with mental illnesses.”
The intention is part of the Pope’s Worldwide Prayer 
Network, through which the Holy Father entrusts a 
particular intention to the Church each month. These 
intentions invite Catholics not only to pray for the needs of 
the world and the Church, but also to allow prayer to shape 
how we live and serve others. 
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This Saturday, 10th October, 45 pilgrims 
from across our Diocese will travel to 
London to take part in Adoremus, the 
National Eucharistic Congress. It will be 
a wonderful opportunity for our pilgrims 
to join Catholics from across England 
and Wales in celebrating our faith and 
reflecting together on the gift of the 
Eucharist at the heart of our life as the 
Church. The Congress is taking place in 
London and will be livestreamed, 
allowing parishioners, families and 
those unable to attend in person to join 
in from home. You can watch the 
Adoremus livestream via the link: 
northamptondiocese.org/adoremus-3/ 

A gentle reminder that Mass Counting 
will continue across our united Parish 
this weekend.

You may make donations in the same way as if using the DONA 
machines in the narthexes of our churches by use of these QR 
Codes.
Holy Cross   Ss Philip and James

St Vincent’s
1:00pm to 3:30pm every Tuesday 

Holy Cross Church
355 Goldington Road, 
Bedford MK41 0DP

St Vincent’s
Together, we can make a difference

1:00pm to 3:30pm every Tuesday
Holy Cross church

355 Goldington Road, Bedford MK41 0DP

Pilgrimage to Santiago de Compostela.
2027 is a Jacobean Jubilee Year, and the Bedfordshire 
Pastoral Area is proposing to run a pilgrimage to Santiago 
de Compostela in September/October next year. 
Parishioners interested in joining the pilgrimage should 
contact Deacon Crispin (details at the foot of the front page) 
for more information. Pilgrims will need to be independent 
and capable of walking 115km over six days, carrying their 
own pack. Accommodation will be in shared dormitories in 
backpacker hostels, and the estimated cost of the 
pilgrimage is £550 per person.

St Vincent’s
Together, we can make a difference

1:00pm to 3:30pm every Tuesday in Holy Cross Church
355 Goldington Road, Bedford MK41 0DP

Previously on the newsletters:

The Water of Life Prayer Group meets every second 
Tuesday of the month in Holy Cross church at 7:00pm.

NBCC Youth Group. The first meeting of the next academic 
year is on Friday, 11th September at 6:30pm in Holy Cross.

“Pray and Play” NBCC Summer Camp is in Holy Cross 
church from Monday, 20th July.

Collections for our joint parishes in August
Holy Cross: £1988.78 Open plate and envelopes
Ss P&J: £1696.63 Open plate and envelopes
Figures do not include standing orders or donations made 
by Dona machines in the narthexes or by the QR codes.

Hospital Chaplaincy
If you know of a parishioner who is in hospital and who 
would like a visit, or if you have been admitted and would 
like the Catholic Chaplain to visit, please contact Deacon 
Tony on 01234 950 453.

Communion in the pew
Any parishioner with mobility problems may request 
communion be brought to them in their pew by speaking 
with a Welcomer when they arrive at Mass.
Pastoral visits/Communion to the Sick
If you know anyone who is unwell and is longing for a visit 
with communion, please contact the parish office with the 
person's name, address and phone number.
Fr Alex or Fr Richard, one of our Deacons, or an 
Extraordinary Minister will arrange to visit.

From the Diocese
Forming Intentional Disciples 
Book Club – Online Thursday evenings – January 2027
How can individuals and parish communities develop as places 
where every person is encouraged to grow as a follower of 
Christ and live out their baptismal calling?
Mission Northampton invites you to join a 12-session book 
study exploring Forming Intentional Disciples by Sherry 
Weddell. Together, we will consider how we can foster a 
culture of intentional discipleship within our parishes and help 
people take the next steps in their journey of faith.
Sessions begin in January 2027 and take place on the first and 
third Thursday of each month, either 2:00 - 3:00pm or 
7:45–8:45pm..northamptondiocese.org/courses/book-club-onl
ine-wednesday-evening-january-2027/

Catechists Course
Do you feel called to be a catechist? This online Certificate 
in Catechesis is ideal for new and experienced catechists 
seeking to deepen their knowledge, confidence and ability 
to accompany others on their journey of faith.
Drawing on Scripture, Church teaching and lived 
experience, the course offers seven engaging Zoom sessions 
from 7:30 - 9:00pm, beginning Monday, 12th October, with 
further sessions through November. Course materials are 
included, and there is no fixed fee, although donations are 
welcomed. Find out more and register online:
northamptondiocese.org/courses/bishops-certificate-in-cat
echesis-level-1-october-2026/

The God Who Speaks
If you’re Catholic and curious about the Bible, this is the 
place for you. Here you’ll find great resources, activities and 
ideas to help you deepen your faith and love of the 
Scriptures.  https://www.godwhospeaks.uk/

Marriage Help - Communication failure is a major cause of 
marital breakdown - thousands of couples have found 
Retrouvaille helped their relationship. Retrouvaille is not 
counselling but a programme to help married couples work 
through conflicts more effectively. We focus on helping restore 
trust and hope. Bookings close this Friday 18th September. 
Retrouvaille.org.uk or phone 07887 296 983 

Franciscan Jubilee Year
Putting Franciscan Spirituality into Practice
Saturday, 31st October in Holy Cross from 2:00 - 4:00pm
Join us in meeting Fr Emmanuel Mansford, CFR a 
Franciscan Friar of the Renewal (CFR). (See poster)

Twenty young candidates in Sacramental Preparation
We ask parishioners to consider being Prayer Sponsors this 
year. This entails a promise to pray for named candidates 
throughout the programme. Please email Clare Connolly if 
you are able to fulfill this important ministry at:
catechist.holycross@northamptondiocese.org

New Foodbank Collection Box at SsP&J. 
Bedford Foodbank supports local people, who find 
themselves in crisis, with emergency supplies of food. 
Please note that a new donation box, located at the back of 
SsP&J, is ready for your donations, including: long-life 
sponge pudding, long-life fruit juice, tinned carrots, jars of 
jam, bars of chocolate, cup-a-soup, washing-up liquid, and 
tinned rice pudding. Thank you

The CHISEN  Foundation is  holding a Quiz Night in aid of 
the House of Hope building project in Ghana on Saturday, 
24th October. Doors open at 7:00pm and the Quiz starts at 
7.15pm in Christ the King church hall. Tickets are £5pp or 
£10 for a family ticket. Bring snacks and drinks to share. 
Contact Mary Taylor on 07833 147 113 for tickets.

The online Rosary Group meets from 8:00am to 8:20am 
weekdays on Zoom. ID: 833 1504 6319 Password: Rosary

The Rosary and Divine Mercy Group meets in SsP&J each 
Monday at 1:45pm. Divine Chaplet, Rosary, cup of tea.

Holy Cross and Ss Philip and James Repositories are open 
before and after their respective Masses on Sundays.

A visit to Yarl’s Wood 
Immigration Removal 
Centre has offered a 
glimpse of the quiet but 
important ministry of 
prayer,   pastoral  care   and

practical support provided there by the Catholic chaplaincy. 
Loralie Rodrigues, Head of Caritas for the Diocese of 
Northampton, visited Yarl’s Wood last Monday, 5th October 
with Joan Kedward, from our parish. For Joan, this has 
become a regular part of her own life of faith. One day each 
week, Joan travels to Yarl’s Wood to pray the Rosary with 
residents. Pastor Simon, the full-time chaplain, told Loralie 
and Joan that the Rosary has become an important part of 
the centre’s programme and Fr Alex serves as Catholic 
chaplain celebrating Masses and offering pastoral care. 

LUX - 29th to 31st January 2027
For young people of Secondary School Age (School Years 
7–13) at the Kings Conference Centre, Northampton
LUX is a residential weekend organised by NYMO for young 
people in secondary school and sixth form. The weekend 
includes talks, activities, prayer, games, small groups and 
opportunities for them to explore and deepen their faith.
Bookings are live. To find out more: nymo.org/lux-2027

FLAME 2027
Saturday, 6th March 2027 for young people aged 14–25 in 
OVO Arena Wembley. FLAME is one of the largest Catholic 
youth events in the UK, bringing thousands of young people 
from across England and Wales together for a day of music, 
inspiring speakers, prayer, worship, adoration and 
celebration. NYMO has some tickets so that young people 
from the Diocese can sit together as a diocesan group. 
Tickets are limited. Transport will also be available from 
certain locations. Register: nymo.org/flame-2027
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