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Putting sustainable & inclusive 

growth at the core of decision-

making starts with equipping 

leaders with timely, relevant & 

granular data to provide a clear 

picture of the unique context of the 

communities they serve. 

That’s what we do .
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Our f lagship too l, the Social Progress Index®,  is  powered by 

one of the world ’s largest co llections of social  progress 

data to provide a deeper understanding of the true state of 

a society

TRACKS 
RESULTS & 

TRENDS

MAPS 
DRIVERS OF 

IMPACT

HOLI STIC 
EVALUATION 
OF SOCIETY

GOES 
BEYOND 

GDP

CAPTURES 
L IVED 

EXPERIENCE

Composite index  

encompassing the 

many interrelated 

aspects of thriving 

societies

Tracks performance 

of 171 countries 

across 15 years

Measures social 

progress exclusively 

& directly, 

independent of 

economic indicators

Considers outcomes 

& lived experience, 

regardless of effort 

spent

Maps more than 71 

measures of social & 

environmental 

progress
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The Social  Progress Index focuses on 12 universally 

important questions about the success of our societies

Nutrition & Medical Care

Do people have enough food to eat & 

receive basic medical care?

Basic Education

Do people have access to an 

educational foundation?

Rights & Voice

Are people’s rights as individuals 

protected?

Freedom & Choice

Are people free to make their own life 

choices?

Inclusive Society

Is no one excluded from the 

opportunity to be a contributing 

member of society?

Advanced Education

Do people have access to the 

world’s most advanced 

knowledge?

Water & Sanitation

Can people drink water & keep 

themselves clean without getting 

sick?

Information & Communications

Can people freely access ideas & 

information from anywhere in the 

world?

Health

Do people live long & healthy lives?

Environmental Quality

Does the environment support 

societal well-being?

Housing

Do people have adequate housing 

with basic utilities?

Safety

Do people feel safe?

FOUNDATI ONS OF WE LL BE I NG OP PORTUNI TYBASI C  NE E DS
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The Social Progress Index 2026 aggregates 57 social  & 

environmenta l outcome indicators from 171 countr ies

FOUNDATI ONS OF WE LL BE I NG OP PORTUNI TYBASI C  NE E DS

Nutrition & Medical Care
o Undernourishment

o Maternal mortality 

o Child mortality 

o Child stunting 

o Infectious diseases

o Diet low in fruits & vegetables

Basic Education
o Primary school enrollment 

o Secondary school attainment

o Gender parity in secondary attainment 

o Equal access to quality education

o Children grow & learn

Rights & Voice
o Political rights

o Freedom of peaceful assembly

o Equality before the law & individual liberty index 

o Rights equality

o Perception of corruption

Freedom & Choice
o Vulnerable employment

o Early marriage

o Satisfied demand for contraception

o Freedom over life choices

o Civil Society Organization (CSO) repression

Inclusive Society
o Acceptance of gays & lesbians

o Discrimination & violence against minorities

o Equal access index

o Count on help

o Young people not in education, employment or training

Advanced Education
o Expected years of tertiary education

o Women with advanced education

o Quality weighted universities

o Citable documents

o Academic freedom

Water & Sanitation
o Basic water service 

o Basic sanitation service

o Unsafe water, sanitation & hygiene 

o Satisfaction with water quality

Information & Communications
o Mobile telephone users

o Internet users

o Online Service Index

o World Press Freedom Index

Health
o Life expectancy at 65

o Non-communicable diseases

o Access to essential health services

o Equal access to quality healthcare

o Health problems

Environmental Quality
o Outdoor air pollution

o Particulate matter pollution

o Lead exposure

o Waste recovery

Housing
o Access to electricity

o Household air pollution

o Dissatisfaction with housing affordability

o Usage of clean fuels & technology

Safety
o Interpersonal violence

o Intimate partner violence

o Money stolen

o Feeling safe walking alone

o Transportation related injuries
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The Social Progress Index al igns with a ll UN Sustainable Development 

Goals, offering a practica l way to track & report progress

Nutrition & Medical Care Basic Education Rights & Voice

Freedom & Choice

Inclusive Society

Advanced Education

Water & Sanitation Information & Communications

Health

Environmental Quality

Housing

Safety

FOUNDATI ONS OF WE LL BE I NG OP PORTUNI TYBASI C  NE E DS
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After a  decade of steady growth globally, socia l 

progress has stagnated since 2021.
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Of the 171 countr ies measured by the Global Social Progress 

Index, nearly  a third  declined in the last year.
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GLOBAL TREND: THE SOCIAL PROGRESS STAGNATION IS A GLOBAL 
PHENOMENON, IMPACTING ALMOST EVERY REGION OF THE WORLD
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Large, s ign if icant countr ies have sta lled or gone backwards in  recent years

Since 2021 Egypt, Pakistan, Russia, the U.S. and Ethiopia all declined on social progress. Since 2021, 

China improved just 0.6 points (problems with Safety, Basic Education and Health) and India just 1.5 

points (problems with Environmental Quality and Rights)
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WORLD RI GHTS & VOI CE SCORES REGIO NAL RIG HTS & VOI CE SCORES

GLOBAL TREN D:  CHR ONIC  D ECLI NE  R IGHTS & FREEDOMS

There has been a long-term decline in rights 

and freedoms globally driven by issues 

including equality before the law and equal 

rights. 

Only Central Asia & the Caucasus region has 

improved in these areas since 2011, yet it 

remains the lowest-scoring region.
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Since 2021, the rate of increase has slowed for 

Housing, Water and Sanitation and Information 

and Communications. 
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GLOBAL TREN D:  SINCE 2021, PROGRESS HAS REVERSED OR IS 
SLOWING ON MULTIPLE ASPECTS OF SOCIAL PROGRESS
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The world score on Safety, Environmental 

Quality and Health is lower now than in 2021. 
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2 0 2 6  G L O B A L  S O C I A L  P R O G R E S S  I N D E X  

S O CI A L PR O G R ES S  T I E R S
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2 0 2 6  G L O B A L  S O C I A L  P R O G R E S S  I N D E X  
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In all income groups, some countries 
are better than others as turning 

their economic resources into social 

progress results. 

Demark and the U.S. have similar 

GDP per capita, but  U.S. social 

progress is nearly 10 points lower.  
The U.S. also has social progress 

results comparable to Latvia, despite 

Latvia’s GDP per capita being half 
that of the U.S.S
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Economic growth is an important driver of 

socia l progress, but GDP is not destiny

INCOME GROUPS

     High income

     Upper middle income

     Lower middle income

     Low income

GDP per capita (in USD)

Denmark

Latvia
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The relationship 
between economic 

and social progress 

has weakened since 
COVID.
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On average, the world 
scores highest on, 

Nutrition & Medical 

Care and Housing. 

It performs worst on 

Advanced Education 

and Rights & Voice.

Population-weighted world  scores

If the world were a country, it would  

rank between Guyana and Bolivia 

with a score of 63.75. 
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Declining rights are also seen in a slump in 

press freedom around the world, pulling down 

the world’s score on Information & 

Communications in recent years.

GLOBAL TREN D:  DECLI NI NG PRESS FREEDOM & RI SI NG IN TOLERANCE

There are also signs of rising intolerance with a 

decline across all regions of acceptance of Gays 

& Lesbians and declining Academic Freedom.

WORLD INFO RMATION & COMMUNICATIONS AND PRESS FREEDOM WORLD ACCEPTANCE OF GAYS & LESBIANS AND ACADEMIC FREEDOM

Sc
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World press 
freedom index

Information & Communications

Academic freedom

Acceptance of gays 
& lesbiansSc
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Despite short-lived improvement in air quality 

during COVID, world progress on 

Environmental Quality remains slow and with 

no sign of an acceleration.

GLOBAL TREN D:  SL OW PROGRESS ON EN VI RONMENTAL QUAL ITY  

Europe has seen the largest improvement, 

while South Asia has declined since 2011.

WORLD ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY REGIO NAL ENVI RONMENTAL Q UALITY 
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GLOBAL TREN D:  PARTI AL I MPROVEMENTS I N GEN DER EQUITY

WORLD GENDER INDICATORS
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Progress has been greatest in providing women access to higher education. Intimate partner violence 

has been getting worse.

Gender parity in secondary attainment
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Social Progress Index

Nutrition & Medical Care

Housing

Water & Sanitation

Safety

Basic Education

Health

Environmental Quality

Rights & Voice

Freedom & Choice

Inclusive Society

Advanced Education

Since 2011, the world 

has seen the greatest 

improvements in 

Information & 

Communications, 

Housing, Advanced 

Education and Water 

& Sanitation while 

experiencing a 

significant decline in 

Rights & Voice.

Score

Change in social progress g lobally  2011 to 2025

YEAR

     2011

     2016

     2021

     2025

21 | socialprogress.org

Basic Needs

Foundations of Wellbeing

Opportunity

Information & Communications

Labels denote 

score change 

from 2011 to 

2025
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The U.S. is at the bottom of 

the G7 countries despite 

having the largest GDP per 

capita of the seven nations.

GERMANY

UNITED KINGDOM

JAPAN

CANADA

FRANCE

ITALY

UNITED STATES

T I E R  1

T I E R  2

Germany leads the G7 

countries.

Canada has fallen into Tier 

2 on social progress.

Score:  87.79

Global rank:  11  

Score:  85.54

Global rank:  18 

Score:  87.23

Global rank:  14  

Score:  85.11

Global rank:  22 

Score:  85.07

Global rank:  23  

Score:  84.58

Global rank:  25  

Score:  81.76

Global rank:  32 

Four of the G7 countr ies are second-tier 

countr ies in socia l progress 
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Fiji is the most improved country in the world 

since 2011 with significant improvements in 

Information and Communications, Advanced 

Education and Inclusive Society. 

MOST IMPROVED COUNTRIES SINCE 2011

Co u n t r i e s w i th  th e  mo s t  an d  l ea s t  imp ro ve men t  s in ce  2 01 1  

Fiji

Saudi Arabia

Moldova

The Gambia

Armenia

Uzbekistan

Vietnam

Eswatini

Georgia

Nepal

Countries with the least improvement 

have experienced significant state 

breakdown, particularly Syria and 

Venezuela. Canada and the U.S. are 

among the countries experiencing 

declining in social progress. 

LEAST IMPROVED COUNTRIES SINCE 2011
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Th e  Eu ro pe a n  Un i on  h a s  o ver ta ken  th e U.S .  i n  so c ia l  p ro gr ess
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U.S. GDP per capita has 

increased significantly 

since 2011, maintaining its 

rank as the 7th highest 

GDP per capita in the 

world.

Meanwhile, its social 

progress has declined and 

the U.S. has fallen 12 

places in the ranks since 

2011 to 32nd in 2025.
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U.S. SOCIAL PROGRESS INDEX SCORE

U. S.  i s  doi ng  a  remarkabl y  poor  j ob  conve r t ing  i ts  wea l th  i n t o 

p os i t i ve soc i a l  pr og re ss  re su l t s
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Since 2011, the U.S. 

has seen the greatest 

improvements in 

Information & 

Communications, and 

Environmental Quality 

while experiencing a 

significant decline in 

Rights & Voice, and 

Housing.

Score

Change in the U.S. social  progress 2011 to 2025
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Social Progress Index

Nutrition & Medical Care

Housing

Water & Sanitation

Safety

Basic Education
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Environmental Quality

Rights & Voice

Freedom & Choice

Inclusive Society

Advanced Education

YEAR

     2011

     2016

     2021

     2025

Basic Needs

Foundations of Wellbeing

Opportunity

Information & Communications

Labels denote 

score change 

from 2011 to 

2025
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The U.S. and Canada are among only 8 countr ies to decline 

in  social  progress since 2011
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//

Germany and Japan lead the 

group.

Italy saw strong social progress 

growth from 2015 to 2022 but 

has stalled since 2023.

The UK and France have 

stagnated in social progress 

since 2011.

The U.S. has declined to last 

place in the G7. Canada showed 

significant improvement but 

declined recently. 

G7 coun t r ies  sh ow  d ive rg i ng  t re nd s  i n  so c ia l  p ro gr ess  s i n ce  20 1 1
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The UK economy has recovered 

from the downturn triggered by 

COVID. 

However, its social progress is 

stalled with the UK falling five 

places in the ranks since 2011 to 

18th in 2025.
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Th e  U K so c ia l  p ro g re ss  ha s  d e c l i n ed  

d esp i te  s t r on g  e con o mi c ga i n s
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Since 2011, the 

UK has made 

signi f icant ga ins 

in  Advance 

Education and 

Information & 

Communications. 

However, i t  has 

seen a major 

decline in Rights 

& Voice and has 

struggled in 

Water & 

Sanitation and 

Housing. 
Score

Change in the UK socia l progress 2011 to 2025
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Social Progress Index
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Si nce  2011 ,  th e  UK  sco re  h as  de c l in e d i n  6  o f  t he 12  

co mpo n en t s  o f  t h e So c ia l  P rog ress  Index

RANK CHANGE IN  THE UK COMPARED TO 2011
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Brazil remains the top performer, 

thanks in part to its recovery in the 

last 2-3 years year driven by political 

change. The most consistent social 

progress performers since 2011 

have been Indonesia, Bangladesh 

and Nigeria. 

Ethiopia has experienced the most 

significant slowdown, since 2020. 

Pakistan and Russia are also 

declining. Russia’s decline follows 

the full scale invasion of Ukraine in 

2022.
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India
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Mexico
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Russia

China
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So c i a l  p ro g re ss g ai n s in  th e wo r l d ’ s  

mo s t  p o pu l o us  co u n t r i e s ha ve  s l ow ed
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After years of steady growth, 

improvement in social progress in 

India and China has slowed since 

2021.
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Re g io n s :  Changes  i n  soc i a l  pr og ress  f rom 2011  t o 2025

Social Progress Index score
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Our global network of 

more than 70 partners 

delivers Social Progress 

Indexes at the national, 

regional and local levels. 

Revealing the true state 

of societies for more 

than 2.8 billion people 

across 6 continents and 

50 countries. 

From Index to  Action to Impact
Delivering local data and insight that is meaningful, relevant and actionable
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Explore detailed

country profiles

View country, regional & global trends

Download data set to 
conduct research & 
analyze specific to your  
requirements

Visit our online p latform for exclusive access to powerful  analytic  too ls

www.socia lprogress.org/premium-tools 

Map data & results by country & indicator

Discover premium data for regions and more

http://www.socialprogress.org/premium-tools
http://www.socialprogress.org/premium-tools
http://www.socialprogress.org/premium-tools
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APPENDIX: METHODOLOGY
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SOCIAL PROGRESS INDEX DESIGN PRINCIPLES

SOCIAL & ENVIRONMENTAL INDICATORS 

ONLY  Measures social progress exclusively and 

directly, independent of economic indicators

OUTCOMES, NOT INPUTS  Measures outcomes 

or lived experience, regardless of effort spent 

HOLISTIC & RELEVANT TO ALL COMMUNITIES 

Multidimensional measure that encompasses the 

many inter-related aspects of thriving societies 

everywhere

ACTIONABILITY Practical tool that helps leaders 

and decision-makers implement policies and 

programs to drive faster social progress
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SOCIAL PROGRESS INDEX INDICATOR SELECTION
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Each component is calculated as the weighted 

sum of the individual indicators, where the 

weights are determined by factor analysis.

COMPONENT METHODOLOGY
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For each dimension, we calculate 
the average of each of the 

components:

The Social Progress Index is the 
average across the three 

dimensions:

CALCULATING DIMENSIONS & AGGREGATE INDEX
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DATA SOURCES

The Social Progress Index includes only indicators that are measured consistently using the same 

methodology by a single organization across all countries. We assess each indicator to ensure the 

methods used to generate the measure are reliable and that it accurately reflects what it claims to 

represent. 

• Institute for Health Metrics and Evaluation (IHME) | 17

• UN Institutions (e.g., WHO, FAO, ILO, UNDP, UNESCO, ITU and others) | 13

• International Research Institutions (e.g., Freedom House, Transparency International, Fund for Peace and others)  | 10

• Gallup World Poll | 10

• Varieties of Democracy (V-Dem) | 9

• World Bank | 4

For more insights about the methodology, visit socialprogress.org/methodology
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