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TERMS OF REFERENCES
for
RESEARCH COMPANY / TEAM OF RESEARCHERS TO CONDUCT THE STUDY ON CONSENT AND GENDER NORMS FROM CHILDREN’S PERSPECTIVE
Duration of Assignment: 
Approximately 25 working days over the period of 4 months (preferred start date March 2026)
	Organization
	Kosovar Gender Studies Center

	Objective
	Generate robust, evidence-based knowledge on how gender norms, perceptions of consent, and institutional practices within Kosovo’s education and child protection systems affect children, particularly girls and those from marginalized groups, aged 16-18.



I. PROJECT

1. Information about the organization 
The Kosovar Gender Studies Center (KGSC) was founded in 2003 and has since become a leader in conducting research on gender issues and developing gender studies in Kosovo. KGSC as an organization whose mission is to integrate the gender perspective into all analyses, programs, and policies of all sectors of Kosovar society, has been a voice since its establishment at the central and local level, in the production of contextualized feminist knowledge, documenting the history of political activism of women, and the promotion of feminist activism among younger generations. The mission of the KGSC is the integration of the gender perspective in all spheres of life, as well as the development and implementation of inclusive public policies through advocacy based on gender analysis.
2.  Information about the project
The project “Empowering Children as Active Citizens for their Rights and Gender Equality”, implemented by Kosovar Gender Studies Center in partnership with the Save the Children in Kosovo, funded by the Swedish International Development Agency. This project aims to contribute to a stronger, more accountable civil society ecosystem in which children, particularly girls and those facing multiple forms of marginalization, are empowered to meaningfully claim their rights and influence decisions affecting their lives. Grounded in the current child rights context in Kosovo, the project responds to persistent gaps between existing legal and policy frameworks and their weak and uneven implementation, which disproportionately affect marginalized groups such as Roma, Ashkali and Egyptian girls, children with disabilities, and children living in poverty or rural areas. By addressing gender norms, socio-economic barriers, and institutional limitations that restrict access to education, health, protection services, and participation, the project seeks to expand both the capacity and the civic space of civil society actors, including children themselves, to monitor, report on, and advocate for the effective realization of children’s rights in Kosovo.
3. Objective
The Study on Consent and Gender Norms from Children’s Perspective aims to generate robust, evidence-based knowledge on how gender norms, perceptions of consent, and institutional practices within Kosovo’s education and child protection systems affect children, particularly girls and those from marginalized groups, aged 16-18. The findings will inform advocacy, programming, and policy recommendations aimed at preventing harmful behaviors, challenging gender stereotypes, and strengthening child protection and participation mechanisms. This activity responds directly to persistent challenges in Kosovo’s education and child protection systems, where rigid gender norms and limited understanding of consent continue to reinforce harmful behaviors, gender stereotypes, and the normalization of violence, particularly against girls and children from marginalized groups. The research will be grounded in participatory and mixed methods, including focus groups and survey questionnaires that actively involve children aged 16-18, ensuring that their experiences and perspectives are reflected. Through this approach, the project will generate credible, experience-based evidence to support advocacy efforts and contribute to more effective, child-centered and gender-responsive policies and practices.
II. RESEARCH COMPANY / TEAM OF RESEARCHERS
1. Duties and Responsibilities
The research company / team of experts will be responsible for the design, implementation, analysis, and reporting of a comprehensive evidence-based study focused on gender norms, consent, and child protection within Kosovo’s education and child protection systems. The assignment will be carried out in close coordination with KGSC and in line with child safeguarding, ethical research standards, and a rights-based and gender-responsive approach.
Specifically, the scope of work will include the following components:
1) Inception and research design
a. Conduct an initial briefing with KGSC to clarify objectives, expectations, and reporting requirements.
b. Develop a detailed research methodology using a mixed-methods approach (quantitative and qualitative), clearly outlining research questions, sampling strategy, data collection methods, and analytical framework.
c. Integrate a strong gender, intersectional, and child-rights perspective throughout the research design, with particular attention to girls and marginalized children.
d. Develop and document ethical protocols, including informed consent procedures, child safeguarding measures, confidentiality, and referral mechanisms where needed.

2) Desk review and context analysis
a. Review relevant national legislation, policies, strategies, and institutional frameworks related to education, child protection, gender equality, and violence prevention.
b. Analyze existing studies, assessments, and data to contextualize findings and identify gaps that the research will address.

3) Development of data collection tools
a. Design age-appropriate, gender-sensitive, and child-friendly research tools, including survey questionnaires and focus group discussion guides.
b. Ensure tools are culturally appropriate and accessible for children from different backgrounds, including marginalized communities.
c. Revise and finalize tools based on feedback from KGSC prior to data collection.

4) Data collection
a. Conduct quantitative data collection through surveys with children and, where relevant, other key stakeholders (e.g. educators, service providers).
b. Facilitate qualitative data collection through focus group discussions with children, ensuring meaningful, voluntary, and safe participation.
c. Apply child safeguarding and ethical standards throughout the data collection process, including trained facilitators, safe environments, and clear communication of children’s rights to participate or withdraw.
d. Ensure balanced geographic and demographic representation, where feasible, including rural/urban areas and marginalized groups.

5) Data Analysis and validation
a. Analyze quantitative and qualitative data to identify key trends, patterns, challenges, and systemic issues related to gender norms, consent, and child protection.
b. Disaggregate data by gender, age, and other relevant factors to highlight differentiated impacts on girls and marginalized children.
c. Conduct internal validation of findings and integrate feedback from KGSC to ensure accuracy and relevance.

6) Reporting and Recommendations
a. Draft a comprehensive analytical report presenting key findings, conclusions, and evidence-based insights from the first year of project implementation.
b. Develop clear, practical, and actionable recommendations aimed at informing future programming, advocacy efforts, and institutional or policy-level interventions.
c. Ensure the report is accessible, well-structured, and suitable for use by civil society actors, donors, and institutional stakeholders.

7) Dissemination Support
a. Prepare a presentation of findings for KGSC and relevant stakeholders.
b. Present the findings in a validation meeting with key stakeholder and incorporate feedback from the meeting in the final report.
2. Key Deliverables
The research company / team of experts will be expected to deliver:
· An inception report outlining the research methodology, tools, sampling approach, ethical safeguards, and work plan;
· Data collection instruments, including survey questionnaires and focus group discussion guides;
· A comprehensive analytical report summarizing key findings, trends, and challenges identified during the first year of project implementation;
· A set of clear, actionable, and evidence-based recommendations to guide future interventions, policy advocacy, and institutional reform;
· A presentation of findings for KGSC and relevant stakeholders.

3. Qualification of the candidate
The research company / team of experts should demonstrate the following:
· Proven experience in conducting evidence-based research on child rights, gender, and protection issues within Kosovo.
· Strong knowledge of gender equality, child protection, consent, and marginalized groups issues.
· Demonstrated experience in participatory research methods, including focus groups and surveys (work with children is an asset).
· Capacity to design, implement, and analyze mixed-methods research.
· Experience producing high-quality analytical reports with clear, actionable recommendations.
· Familiarity with ethical research standards and child safeguarding practices.
· Fluent written and spoken English and Albanian; knowledge of other official national and local languages is an asset.

4. Timeframe
The assignment will be implemented over a period of five (5) months, with a total estimated input of 25 working days. The extended timeline allows for careful planning, ethical engagement with children, and phased data collection and validation, while the working days will be distributed across the assignment as follows:
	Months
	Activities 
	Estimated Working Days

	Month 1
	Inception phase: coordination with KGSC, refinement of research framework, development of methodology, ethical protocols, and work plan
	
4 w/days

	Months 1-2
	Desk review and development of data collection tools (survey questionnaires, focus group guides), revisions based on KGSC feedback
	
5 w/days

	Months 2-3
	Data collection: surveys and focus group discussions with children and other stakeholders, ensuring child safeguarding and ethical standards
	
9 w/days

	Month 3-4
	Data cleaning, analysis, and synthesis of quantitative and qualitative findings, internal validation, and consultations with KGSC
	
4 w/days

	Month 4
	Drafting, finalization, and submission of comprehensive analytical report, development of evidence-based recommendations, and presentation of findings to KGSC and stakeholders
	
3 w/days



Eligibility and Vetting
All short-listed applicants will undergo a vetting process to ensure they meet the ethical, legal, and professional standards required for working with children and sensitive topics. The vetting will include verification of the following documents:
1. Court Certificate: confirming that proposed key personnel have no criminal record (must be released in the past 6 months from the deadline).
2. Tax Administration of Kosovo (TAK) Certificate: proving that the company has no outstanding debts. In cases where a company has existing debt, an agreement between the company and TAK demonstrating a formal arrangement for repayment in instalments must be provided.
3. Business Registration Certificate: confirming the company is legally registered and authorized to operate in Kosovo.
All applicants that have passed the technical and financial evaluation stage will undergo the vetting process. The aforementioned documents will be requested at a later stage.
Ethical Considerations
All research activities must adhere to internationally recognized ethical standards, including:
· Informed consent from all participants, with special attention to parental/guardian consent for children.
· Ensuring voluntary participation, the right to withdraw, and protection of participants’ privacy and confidentiality.
· Transparent communication of the purpose of the research and how data will be used.
· Cultural sensitivity and respect for local norms and values while maintaining a rights-based approach.
Child Safeguarding
The assignment must fully comply with child safeguarding standards, including:
· Ensuring the physical and emotional safety of all children involved in the research.
· Using child-friendly, age-appropriate, and safe data collection methods.
· Having trained facilitators for all interactions with children.
· Establishing clear procedures for reporting and responding to any safeguarding concerns that may arise during the research.
· Alignment with KGSC and Save the Children safeguarding policies and PSEAH (Protection from Sexual Exploitation, Abuse, and Harassment) requirements.
KGSC is fully prepared to provide additional information on the child safeguarding policy once the research company / team is contracted for the assignment. 

5. Application Procedure
Interested research companies or teams should submit the following:
· A technical proposal outlining the research approach, methodology, work plan, and team composition.
· A financial proposal detailing the cost of the assignment, aligned with the total working days (25 days) and activities outlined in the timeline.
· CVs of key personnel who will implement the research.
· Examples of previous research or reports relevant to child rights, gender, or protection topics.
Additionally, short-listed applicants will be asked to submit the following documents:
· Court Certificate (individuals).
· Tax Administration of Kosovo Certificate (companies).
· Business Registration Certificate (companies).

Evaluation Criteria
Proposals will be evaluated based on the following criteria:
	Criteria
	Weight/points

	Technical approach, methodology, ethical safeguarding and understanding of the assignment
	30%

	Qualifications and experience of the team
	15%

	Past relevant experience and examples of similar work
	15%

	Financial proposal (aligned with the budget and cost-effectiveness)
	40%



Applications should be submitted by March 9, 2026 to qksgj_kgsc@yahoo.com with the subject Application for Conducting Study on Consent and Gender Norms – [Company Name / Team of Researchers’ Names]. Late or incomplete applications will not be considered.





Kosovar Gender Studies Center
e: qksgj_kgsc@yahoo.com; t:+383 49 168 188
St. Mother Teresa 18/1, Prishtina 10000, Kosovo
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