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San Diego's 
mayor accused 
of misconduct 
GOVERNMENT: Grand 
jury alleges the official 
used her influence to 
gain business backing 
for a new ballpark. 
By MICHELLE WILLIAMS 
The Associated Press 

• ··~- . 

JOHN Ji. McCUTCHEN/U~ion Tribu~e SAN DIEGO - Mayor Susan • , • Golding has been accused by a • SUSAN GOLDING: Th_e two-term 
grand jury of improperly using San Diego mayor says allegations 
her influence to secure a busi- ·that she misused her influence 
ness group's backing for a new are groundless: :·: • }"\ . 
stadium for baseball's San Diego . . , ., 
Padres. " has been'proved," he said. 

The grand jury did riot bring The only puriishment for a pub-
criminal charges. Instead, it rec- lie official found to have commit­
ommended the district attorney :ted civil misconduct is r'~moval 
pursue a civil misconduct case. from office. That"could only oc-

If Golding is found to have cur after a jury jrial. • f, . . •. 
committed misconduct, the two- The county grand jury term 
term mayor could be removed ends Wednesday. _Since it was 
from office. However, term lim- seated last year', the panel has 
its prevent her from running for criticized many ·public officials, __ 
re-election in 2000, when her ·and has itself been criticized for 
term expires. • its reports. The grand jury has no 

"The allegations are ground- recourse if the district attorney 
less," the mayor said. "I sleep decides the case has no merit. 
very well at night." John Wertz, the, mayor's. attor-

The grand jury alleged that the ney, said he believes Pfingst will 
mayor offered to support a find that the grand 'jury jumped 
$4 million allocation for a hotel- the gun, and called the panel "a 
motel association advertising rogue bunch of citizens." · 
program in exchange for the or- Grand jury' foreman ··Peter 
ganization 's support of a ball- DiRenza defended the panel, 
park ballot measure. saying they were wo_~ng in the 

The ballpark project was ap- best interests of the public. 
proved by voters last November. "It is not directed at the mayor 
The $411 million venture is to be personally. It's directed at what 
financed in part witli $22S million the mayor did," he said, adding 
in municipal bonds secured by there was no political agenda on 
hotel-room tax revenue. The the ballpark. -if ' 
ballpark is set for completion by "I voted for the ballpark," 
2002. DiRenza said. "If they build the 

District Attorney Paul Pfingst ballpark, I'll go t~ it." • 
said Thursday that he will decide r.=========::::::;::::::::;­
within 30 days whether to bring a Free 24-hour '""'"""''""4"" 
ca~1i would be wrong, unfair and sports • ;')J J. _. 
just plain jumping the gun to as-
sume that because an accusation updates lnfoL1ne 
is made by a grand jury that it Category 1500 (7l4) SS0·INFO 
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June 15, 1999 

Paul J. Pfing111, Di1lrict Attorney 

County of San Diego 
Hall of Juatice, t 3• Ploor 
330 We51 Sroadway 
San Diego, CA 9210l 

Subject: Aecus11t1011 or 1\-flsconduct 111 Office Against S1111•11 Goldl11g, Muyor orthe Clty or 

San Dle,o 

Rcfet<ln-eos; §919(c), Penal Codi:, of the Seate ofCalifomla 

,§912, Pi:nal Code, -of the S1a1i: ofCallfomla 

§3060, California Government Code 

§3061, Califi,mia Oovcmminl Code 

§3062, C11lifomia Govcmm<:nt Code 

Dear Mr. Pfingst: 

On M11y 27, l 999, In aeaordance wlch lhe above niferenco$. and :wf\h 1ho concuning voco of at lcaa1 

twelve oflu members, the 1998-1999 $1111 Diego County Crand. Jury adopted 11n accusation for the 

removal from office er Susan Golding. Mayc,r of lhe ~ity or SM Diogo, on two counis of 

misconduct in offi~. 

Coun1 I. 

, 

Willful mi&t:ond11ct in offerins to p1opo1-e 1111 d support m annual $4 mil Hon 1"r1nslen1 

Occ;uparu;y Tax (Ton income allocation to the San Diego County Hotel-Motel 

Association {HMA) visitor marketing prog'.am, in e1tchange fbr that orgnnlzation•s 

sul)port ofPropo.sltion C ln the clctllon of :,:Jovemb11r 3, 1998, 



• 
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AHn;h mcot1 
count I 

Irans.cdms of testimony 

Vol. ti\, p1111e 9, lint'll 13-17 
Vol. I'll.page 1S.lines2, 3, 45-10 
Vol. flt. page 29. linca 1·19 
Vol. #2, pas;ll 42, lines 21-28 

page 43, linea3, 4, s, 19•2I 
Page 44, !in~ 20-23 
Page 46, lines 15-28 
Pas~ 47, lilllM 3·6 
Page 49, linel·.S, 6, 19-21 
Page ~O, line1 2-5 
Page SI, Ii~3-7. 14-16 
Page 52, lines 4-9, 17°25 
Pago !16, lines 17-23 
Pq:e 57, lines 3-17 

Vol. #3. page 100. llnea$-9 
Page IOI, lines 1•7, 1:3-16 
Page 106. lilltl$ ~-7 
Page 107, lines 1!-21 
Page 108, llne1119-2<? 
pagci 121, linca lines 24, .25 
Pap 122, ll,m I 6·28 
Pase 123, lines 20-28 
Pa;e 124, lir1a 14-16 
Page, 134. lini::s 4-6 
pago 135, linot 5.17 

Vol. f#S Testimony of Mayor.Susan votdins, dated May 11, 1999 . 

.0.ll$l.lW~IIU: 

Memorandum from !Mlle J. Oirard, Asel st mt City Attorney, City or San Diogo 
to John Cunnintbarn, Oran.:U11ry, da1cd Ap1il 2. 1999, 1ransmittins City Co"ll?leil 
Polioy 000-4, Adminl$l11'iYe Regulation 9!! ,60, "Code orE1bic11" 
'"Aarccmc11t B4J1wccn ff.M.A. & Thi, Offi« o(lhe Mayor orSan DlesQ", 
eff~liVC Augusl 1. 1994 
S1111 Dicso Coumy Holcl-Motel Auoch1tlon: Memorandum 10 Mayor Sulllll 
Golding. dated Oclobcr 6, 1998 . 
San Diego County Holcl,Motcl Assoc111ion Board of Directors Meeting Minutes 
of October tl,199'9 
Mayor Susan· Ooldlng, Memorandum to Cit V Council, October 8, 1999 

' P.03 
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San Diego County Hotel-Molel Allsoclalior. 8011d ofDirwtors Meeting Minutc11 
ofOctober 13, 1998 
Memorandum, dated September 10; 1998 lion, Gwinn to Ub1m111g.i-Subjc:1et: 
Election Ai;.tivhies 
Grand Jul}' Report lS11ue<I June 4, 1999, ~ruilloo "Use of Cit;• /le~ourGlfs to 
lr,fluence F.lttctions; The Cit),' af San Dieyo '/l..ul,ew/opm.:nt and Ballpurk Pr,;,j,c'°t: 
Propcslfion ~ £/ecllon o/Ncwmber J, 19''8-" 

Count I ( continued) 

Ust of W ltnesse-s 

Coun12 

Scot! Barnctc 
Paul Corsina 
Leslie 0i1'41'd 
Susan Golding 
Pamela Fraser 
Casey Gwinn 
Bruce Herring 
Rick Mansur 
Rosemarie Starns 
Miclm~l l.JIM,ruaga 
Karima Zaki 
Jennifer Zou\ras 

l:.:dubit A: Cl~yof SM Diego MunJeipal Co Jo, sccti(>n~ #26.1101 through 26.1104. 
establishing lhe City Public Utilities Advisory Comml1s!on 

Exl1il>itB: Lotter i'rom San Diegel Chy May,,r Sus.an (i(lld111g to P1m:r J, DIRen7.o, 
dated April 6, 1999 

Grand Jury Report issued .rune 14, 1999 cnl .tied: "Po...,er Lines-SJ 3 I .6 A.JiJrio,, 
Paid/or U11dergrou11df11g Not Pe,formtd. •• 

Lb,t of Wj1ncssc;s, 

Frank Bclock, Jr. 
Kar\!rt J,;,ltanson 
Jo1111 Tukey 
H111old Tyvoll 
Michael Uberuaga 

2 



• JUL-25-99 09:29 PM LES.DAYE 5307783368 

I ,, 

ruul l. f>fingsl, ()i51ric1 Atlontoy 
Pagel 
June IS, 1999 

Count 2. Willful misconduct in failing to appoint rile members or the City Public Utilil)' 
Advl,;ory Commja:5ion when cxlstina 1crm11 eKpired and/or member,1 rei;isncd, thus 
prcv¢1ttlng the Commi:lllion from perfonn ing its functlor11 and thereby advenicly 
arr~1!11g o major CWlll)nlic in1erca1 of the i!11iic1is of tho City of SM Oic,110. 

The supporting documentatlonwbmifl~ with this euusall on inetudes lhe follow hi$ twoGrlllldlucy 
Rcpona and underlying te-stimony and related matcrfafll, 

With mipccl to C"..ounl I: Us, of Ctty 1lt?so11rc~ to /nfl11r:nc1t Eltctic11S; TJ1e City of San Diogo 
Rede-.'Clopment and llol/park Prcj~t.· Prop'1Sition C. Election o/Nm'f!mber 3, 1998, issued June 4, 
1999. 

Wilh respect 10 Count 2: Pr:iw,sr Lines-f]JJ,(r Million Pllidfor Undergroundhrg Not P11iforn~ed, 
isaucd J'11ne 14, 1999. 

PJD:ln 
Attachmc111s 

Yours very truly, 

'OUtITY ORAND JURY 1998-1999 

~~ 

I 
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