
After completing your Master's program in Italy, non-EU students can apply to convert their student 

residence permit into a "Job Search" permit (Permesso di Soggiorno per Attesa Occupazione), which 

allows you to legally stay in Italy for up to 12 months to seek employment. This conversion is possible 

for those who have obtained a Bachelor's, Master's, or PhD degree in Italy and are registered as 

unemployed with the local Centro per l'Impiego (Job Centre). 

 

Steps to stay in Italy after your MSc: 

• 1. Register as Unemployed: 

You must register as unemployed with the Centro per l'Impiego (Job Centre) in your city of residence. 

• 2. Apply for the Job Search Permit: 

Once registered as unemployed, you can apply to convert your student residence permit into the 

"Permesso di soggiorno per attesa occupazione". You will typically use the "yellow" residence permit 

application kit available at post offices. 

• 3. Meet Eligibility Requirements: 

You need to have completed your degree in Italy and demonstrate a certain level of income (around 

€6,000 per year) and have health insurance. 

• 4. Job Search and Conversion: 

During this 12-month period, you can legally live in Italy and search for a job. If you secure a job offer, 

you can then apply for a residence permit with a right to work. Note that the "job search" permit 

cannot be extended or converted back into a student permit. 

 

Important Considerations: 

• Permanent Residence: While the "job search" permit offers a temporary stay, permanent 

residence (Long Term Residence Permit) in Italy generally requires five years of continuous 

legal residence, along with proof of financial stability and Italian language proficiency. 

• Limitations: The "job search" permit is for a maximum of 12 months and cannot be extended 

if you don't find employment within that timeframe. 

• Documentation: Ensure you have all necessary documents, including your passport and the 

required forms for the residence permit application.  

 

Working with a residence permit: 

• FAQ1: I have a student residence permit and I would like to work? If you have a student 

residence permit you can work (as an employee) up to a maximum of 20 hours per week, and 

no more than 1040 hours a year. 

• FAQ2: After my degree I would like to stay in Italy and look for a job?  

• After my degree I would like to stay in Italy and look for a job? If once you have obtained your 

first or second cycle degree, professional master’s degree or PhD you wish to stay in Italy and 



look for a job, you can apply to convert your ‘student’ residence permit into a ‘job search’ 

permit for a period of 12 months (Art. 39-bis.1, Italian Leg. Decree 286/1998). Please note: 

the ‘job search’ permit cannot be re-converted into a ‘Student’ residence permit. If you 

decide to enrol in a new degree programme you will have to re-enter the country with a new 

‘student’ residence permit. Among the documents required to apply for a Ricerca Lavoro 

permit is the Dichiarazione di immediata disponibilità al lavoro (DID) (Declaration of 

immediate availability for work), validated by the local Centro per l’impiego (employment 

center). In order to register with the Centro per l’impiego and obtain the DID you must: Other 

necessary documents are: graduation certificate, health coverage valid for 12 months, a copy 

of the documents proving you have the funds needed to cover your living expenses in Italy 

and documents detailing your accommodation in Italy. For more information on the ‘job 

search’ permit, contact the International Desk. Apply for residency (“Residenza”) in the 

Municipality where you live, Open an SPID account or obtain an Electronic Identity Card (CIE), 

Register on the  “Lavoro x te” website and request the “Dichiarazione di immediata 

disponibilità al lavoro (DID)” 

 

For more information on the ‘job search’ permit: 

• contact the UNIPA INTERNATIONAL DESK  

• and/or look the update page on the national website UNIVERSITALY 

 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.agenzialavoro.emr.it%2Flavoro-per-te%2Fservizi%2Fper-le-persone%2Fstato-di-disoccupazione%2Fdichiarazione-di-immediata-disponibilita-al-lavoro-did&data=05%7C02%7Csofie.krol%40uantwerpen.be%7Ca8fad87161c54149f45608ddc078c06d%7C792e08fb2d544a8eaf72202548136ef6%7C0%7C0%7C638878347046750529%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=IufN333oZlmxlE5%2Bav0ScqPZa4b%2BN%2BDD88uGK7D8NU8%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.agenzialavoro.emr.it%2Fi-centri-per-limpiego&data=05%7C02%7Csofie.krol%40uantwerpen.be%7Ca8fad87161c54149f45608ddc078c06d%7C792e08fb2d544a8eaf72202548136ef6%7C0%7C0%7C638878347046772034%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=fvR6leQV%2F76B9OdY6cRhwn5zMhNVSVn9KPMmnBCQEOE%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.unibo.it%2Fen%2Funiversity%2Fcontacts-1%2Fcontacts-for-international-students&data=05%7C02%7Csofie.krol%40uantwerpen.be%7Ca8fad87161c54149f45608ddc078c06d%7C792e08fb2d544a8eaf72202548136ef6%7C0%7C0%7C638878347046785346%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2FxYZo7i%2B8fZWUODMGlsDUvHM9nL0v7MihacJSQkKxlM%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.spid.gov.it%2F&data=05%7C02%7Csofie.krol%40uantwerpen.be%7Ca8fad87161c54149f45608ddc078c06d%7C792e08fb2d544a8eaf72202548136ef6%7C0%7C0%7C638878347046798136%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=REMGPfluZjyzftJ0%2BCfrRlq2gzd7wKwnF%2Bz%2BSKFbiUA%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cartaidentita.interno.gov.it%2F&data=05%7C02%7Csofie.krol%40uantwerpen.be%7Ca8fad87161c54149f45608ddc078c06d%7C792e08fb2d544a8eaf72202548136ef6%7C0%7C0%7C638878347046810458%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=jftwjzF2Y1cs%2FNU7SEUKBouqDqVKypxaOuG9ZdEiknc%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flavoroperte.regione.emilia-romagna.it%2F&data=05%7C02%7Csofie.krol%40uantwerpen.be%7Ca8fad87161c54149f45608ddc078c06d%7C792e08fb2d544a8eaf72202548136ef6%7C0%7C0%7C638878347046822677%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=T1k5ful5Qbc0NljHL1hM99UA9RsG0maFD%2FuknV3XE%2Bo%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.agenzialavoro.emr.it%2Flavoro-per-te%2Fservizi%2Fper-le-persone%2Frilascia-la-did-online&data=05%7C02%7Csofie.krol%40uantwerpen.be%7Ca8fad87161c54149f45608ddc078c06d%7C792e08fb2d544a8eaf72202548136ef6%7C0%7C0%7C638878347046835242%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Iicc%2FtmzxHPLad2YQMG6x7pGAZzLGCR6%2F4PeNkWRbs4%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.agenzialavoro.emr.it%2Flavoro-per-te%2Fservizi%2Fper-le-persone%2Frilascia-la-did-online&data=05%7C02%7Csofie.krol%40uantwerpen.be%7Ca8fad87161c54149f45608ddc078c06d%7C792e08fb2d544a8eaf72202548136ef6%7C0%7C0%7C638878347046835242%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Iicc%2FtmzxHPLad2YQMG6x7pGAZzLGCR6%2F4PeNkWRbs4%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.unipa.it%2Fmobilita%2Fen%2F&data=05%7C02%7Csofie.krol%40uantwerpen.be%7Ca8fad87161c54149f45608ddc078c06d%7C792e08fb2d544a8eaf72202548136ef6%7C0%7C0%7C638878347046847740%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=jVfxMM%2BkLQkIUMQpfY3Yx7hJLM%2FwG%2B888SfKrqGsBGY%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.universitaly.it%2Fstudenti-stranieri&data=05%7C02%7Csofie.krol%40uantwerpen.be%7Ca8fad87161c54149f45608ddc078c06d%7C792e08fb2d544a8eaf72202548136ef6%7C0%7C0%7C638878347046859873%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=gOuZ7aMy%2BXl%2BLxnzfLDakyN7kfT4KXpFBHdy4boQpWc%3D&reserved=0

